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._._E_.r;_cﬁ.c_ the culiype
Premium o e male chily,

result of e way females g
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Women are
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erior
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For CXample,
the  birth  of 2 male  chilyg calls  for
celebration, while sone fathers do not couny

i Beeessary 1o do Jikew
child is bor o the |
Customary for e
take on more Wiy
at least o
perceive

ise when lemale
amily. Infuer, j; s
nwithout male olfspring 1o
©s, with the hope of having
Mmale child, Many parents iso
that alter marrigo

ge, they no fonger
have any responsibility 1o (he female child,
Since she “belong”™ 10 (e family she has
anried intg g HO e the one she Wiy
born inty. This i

is why nany p

drenls gre
vest i

female children and
Y parents would win to murry
Female wards as carly as possible
3 thin they he parent) do not
much on the wards,

such a move, she s h
by the fany ¥,
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also why i
off théiy ;
Invest 1oy
child resisis
arassed ang pressurized
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anul she geg, Mahied (Nwabaga, 19935),
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the female ehild By be ditteram gy
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expected [y
s in mosy
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tranned 1owayds ol a wite,
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homemiker, The riining
Wivaeds the futyge wle ol he Lather g
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I Nigeria, vomen e g e homes for (e inale child. _
background |y, Hany arcas of he ional _
lite such g

n poor homes, the [uy,
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early life messages received about se¢if ag a
females, affect on
Such messages may affect life assumptions,
which’ inevitably aftect
achievement motivation and orientation, and
success.

one's
difTerences hive
role identity
miles have beepn
esteem and (o

Can prevent many females from.aspiring ang
Improving on their ::n;_m and potentials,

and  sell-esteem, Masculine

importance is the fact that

¢’s self'image and concept,
low in sel

one’s self esteeni, betow the

Furthermore, robust
been found between sey

found to have higher sell-

be ‘more competent  than

TABLE ONE: MALES AND FEMALES [N SELECTED

feminine females. (Barrer and Tisiey .
Moreover, individuals with jow
.- have ' been” found (v
* - achievement Setting than
higl self esteem. |

pusiorin

indini

1977)

aell westeem

oty "
I J
S with

emales, who ure usually

f-esteem may choose oCCupations

ir ability, person lity
,.AD__,...n:_::_m.‘__
(1971)
choices™ dipendson sely
_ .e_on.::o_:,: ©_slereolypes,

r,.z:r_:_,a why more fe
cadre ol professions us |

s belicved

ROFESIONS

deseri

This

males wre loun

i 30-6-83 3 -F-8 T
No. *: of [ No.  of No.- of [ No. . of |
niale female - s lemale
Admin Officer 1533 29% 1+ T 260
Professional & 10360 1823 17 9865 | 2033
Scientilic ol s e A ih ] B T
Sub-Prof. Scientific & | 19284 492.1 0} 1638 | . 766
Technical R % RaRsd I
Executive Grade 4055 R 64T |
Clerical Officer 18370 2590 17 ;_Musc, 2300
Mino Tech. [ . 18110 859 1 21385 | 842
Supervisory Grades, e Stk ;
elc. _ g - _
Messengers, Cleaners, | 34980 9637 3937011664 30490
‘w._r..z:am. elc. , 5 S
Source: Ekpiken, 1990 % | |

Nigefian Women:

\Women,

In Nigeria today, it is no more i tuboo
lor women 1o rend Law, political Science,
medicine, engineering,

most “of other

hitherto the exclusive preserve of men, No
doubt, the gradual increase of women in the
above meptioned professions are due to the

opportunity  of
Women are also

the other arcas of {he nations life,

Labour and employment, A c:c:ﬂ:,_.o:._

architecture, and

professions, . which were

most of

having  basic eduication. ~hitherto

making o gradual inipact in.

abuyve
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For example,  according S

. ‘ I ederal
TOWARDS THE _7‘_\/2_?,:,\\}..“.“0.2 or Minisiry of ' Ediication bulletin® “Edueiiion
WONMEN’S PONTENTIALS . FOR today”, September 1992, school eniolnen
DEVELOPMENT

fell 10 13.76 million i F991, from 16 13

million recorded in 1955 T as & i

Development  involves gsrowth  and
transtormations geared

towards country ‘that should be mereasing s J
mprovement in (e quality ol lite of 4 population. .
nation's citizens, (Alele-Williams, [V86), There

Comany advantages
educating more women. For example, (he
health of the nation can be improved il mor.
women are  educated. (hmam, P o

Women have been know o contribute thejr
quota o Niveria's developnyvent. Women in
the traditiona) setting are farmers, traders,

|
weivers and so on. In their own way, they Omele, 1985). Furthermore, since woimen
contribute to the natjon’s ceconomy. Thay constilute  abow Nty percentage of (e
¢ f:o:d(_ﬁ.,u:“__ do more, The first step Lo population, (Nigerian T tbune, Mareh 20,
do 1o realize this iy by equipping them witly 1992, p.1), Jeaving such o high percentage or

education, the Western way. For as noted by the population not adequately educatcd s
Alele-Williams, (1980), cducation | is  an the men  would bring setback 1o thy
nvestment in human captial that equips the . development of the country. Morcover, by
mdividual  with knowledge and skill to tapping " women’s potentials, the counltry
participate in economic activities. Towards would be making strides towards its ;dreimn
these goals, the disparity in education of oi technological advancement, The WO
males and females which widens at every would be able to contribute their quota to 1he
other successive leyve] of education needs 10 political, social and ceonomic developmnen
be bridged. . , ol the ¢country, o

I women, by wvirtue ol their bemy
Importan socializing agents us methers, e
constitvute  the  majerity =« of ' ierates Cquipped with cducation, they would Lo ably
anyswhere in the world. Yet, most children to held rid the country of ignorinee, culiural
spaid more time wilth thejr _:o;:_r__.m than tibous, and superstitious belicls. These aye
thers fathers, and there is a limit 1o the extent iIssues  that ean retard - the  nation -
that s illiterate mother be able to train up development and advancement, Wil
her - child - 10 bring  about g blended the government should 2IVe wonen (e
personality, that would be able 10 function ecessary 1ools or equipment to muke then ‘
well i today’s changing world, Yel, the (women)  participate fully in national _
sum total ‘of individual personalities is the cvelopment.  This  can only  be  muade
st wtal of the entity calicd Nigeria, . bussible when the larger pereentie ol
Women are believed 1o constite 78.4% of Wamen e literate  rather by by

the world's ihterates and constitute only titerate. To uchieve this goual, it will be
! : ; _ B

y disadvantged in
My sphere even  dn eduention, They

Waomen are Ust;

2.5% of people in higher positions in Afvica, necessary 10 make education free
(Canudian council . for mternational compulsory for all female children ol school

couvperation, 1991y, and i 4 counury. like

age. and 1o any level the child can go. There
Nigeria that ranks © [ th on the world's

ought o be st penalties for guirdians ot
Hhiterates ladder, e, answer s W what wards who may try to sabotiue 1he ol Orts ol
percentage of women in Niver are literates the govermmem, I furtherance ot this,
cannot - be lar-letehed. Pherefore, any asking female children 1 be Bawking o

aninglul elTorts  towards gearing, the rading at any period ol the day must b
vior full participation in the challenpes stopped. For this directive 10 be made Most
of the 21" century cannot leave women cllective, the govermment  should il
behingd. provisions  for  most people 1
Yetoin this context, the level ol literacy comiortably,

0 that the need 1o I

amongst Nigerians is still not eneouraging, children out 1o hawk, which more alten than
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lot, falls on-the female child, would not be
here. N “ Ry

The pathetic situation of the present
vhere there are just a few female scientists,
echnologists ang mathematicians can be
fasmma by the government, parents and the
schools. The female child should be allowed
1o o in for whay “her potentials  and
capabilities can take. An intelligent female
child should not iy any form be misled 1o
hide her “intelligence”. She should not be
scared out of her wirs by encouraging her 1o
believe that it . js “unleminine” 1o be
intelligent. If mechanical things and their
Operations catch her lancy, by all means,
leave .it to her, That is thie only road 1o

facilitate the innovatjons and ‘iechnological

development that Nigeria is seeking, and
these can come from o female hust as it can

come from a male,

Educational textbooks, materials and
equipments should be' made free. Where this
cannot be made possible for every female
child, there should be o sort of education
fund, at every state or. local “government
level where a poor female <child, who cannot
be provided witly the “basje’ educational

equipments would be able 1o 80 10 seek aid,

30 that she

can have what she needs iy
schocl..

Successiul - private companies
especially foreign ones should be made 1o
contribule towards  such, On  successful
completion of her schooling, she can be
allowed 1o pay back instalmentally the loans
she took while in school, =~ "o ,
Adult literacy. centers should  be
established at various centers in the rural
areas and strategic places in urban ureas,
Such centers should pay special attention 1o
women and their peculinr needs. Incentives
to class members like loans for small scale
Industry may encourage people 1o attend.
Also there should be uppolntment of capable
omen 1o executive positions within and
outside the povernment. It Mmuy be necessury
1o make a policy that would make room for
mare women o be i parliament in the
future. This will allow young females 1o
hitve more role models. It will nlso show (he
notion that women' connot Bet 1o certain
positions  or  should nol -be in certain

e

i

=~ And' the irony remains that itis amony

_zd__.nmmmc:m because of their sex. (o b,
h :J‘._‘__. , _

~. .. 3 " . K 5 ..
The nations population mereases daily,

the

poor and the illiterates that you tind s

1eh
density of population. Yet, the .cirele
TEMAINS a vicious ong, Thus, there must bhe

::c?cﬁ_n::_:o: and | greater awarents,
among this class of citizenry 1 curtail the
number ol childien 1o the mosr

that they can train

i

There is the need 1w collabomne uilivg

AENCICS apart from e RIS S C TR T
education in e dlempl W eradicare
illiteraey.  Theretore, agencies - osuch oy

DFRRI, national directoruie or employ ment

(NDE), the conumission  for. nomadic
weducation,  and (e family suppor
programme  must haye asopart ol theyr
; nE.:_z:m_.__;_ mass lteracy _c,“. the penple ang

practicad steps towards his ay

PUL -~ in . ‘place:  The

organizations (NGOS)
~harnessed to these ertors

Chda must b
non-wover

enlal
EXPertise anust b

_r__:_mﬁ. be noted that there i U wWhere

in the world where education is cheap. Thiys,
mass - literacy

for the peupile would b
_,.._./.t..._,_v,h.,,‘_r..,n./.p_r._f._u.r., The soverinment, e
Seek the assistunce ol (e _
this regard and, internationy| USRI PATIRTY
<<E,.E Health O_..a._:._u.,_:c:.,, U ted Naton,
Development Programme-and United Nation
. International Children Education Fund. But
for these sectors 1y contribute i :
iUmust be seen that the country s nat out o
. :moomn;,n__gc_ or that she hay aonin
embarked on one of her elephant ™ projects
They would then not pe tred ol comtinuin
- their contributions. _

Privile SeClor

1

Particylar attention must be focused on
wormen and | children  as noted - before,
becuuse they constitute (he Visl i
the § iterate - population Sspecial
programmes could be put in phige lor them,
Cthm .:_::m_.wtac__._oh___v.. on education,
o o neglected minor |
Cfocused.CANd iy )

_.T:“:v i

ies should also be

Wise, . spudial
t_..:m_.:.__.:.mcv. should be put in plice tor the
nonds, street children, e disabled b
Ssocicly w

the tnverine people. e local
& BOVERINCHES bapacts mus) be Telt i these
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ditieren |
. awareness shoyly be
illitéracy in (e soei
Clcouraped
person iy ¢
means, |
.,.”__ i D_....,_—.n
u.:a.cc_::mu_.w o
.::E:E_.o_s__.
in o help fund
pProgrammes
Ditferent class
different cadre
Mmarket wWomen
Sueh ¢|
is a

Practica| |y

?mmna_&::i

r
1

i Peoples
dangers of
ety u,_,:p___m:cca.:_r.: be
, F.u_.E., at fleasy one
et the

iy,

literacy
inaterials,

est

s of iter
or brickla
asses should pe close to )
conglomeratjoy of such
 youths could be employed g
Superyisors for the different
A special sclieme coylq be put in
place 1o force E_.nn»,.n_.:._a_....:.g_nr 1o the
- classroom, A legislation- could ibe pur, iy
place 1 a_.mno:_.um_n_r " parerits ¢ frony!"
Withdrawing their wards fron’schools, ik
- Again, wn:mmo:m.. o_ﬁ,_m.._,imuz.n_v:,m_,w:o:E_, i
begin to think of how 1o make zﬁ:ﬁa?umt :
relevant 1o social isstjes wherethby re Thei,

tes, Farmers,
yers: for instance.

1ere there
people, The

mstructors apg
classes

tendency [t u:ﬁ:a _9: 0'souls d
should wn__oof_a. into They mus
toreh the lives of t}je;s congre

practical ways a4 m
Sermon thay would be
There are many issues |
into what are they
whose parens e
parents who do
edue

e
i

ey m be ny-
“greater il that,
hat should be looked, -
able 1o do about childye,
annot afford sehoo) fees,
not see ‘the’ relevance of
aton and therelore withdraw (hejr kids
from school parents who think _r:\nm:.:m ina
girls education 0 urces,’ _
They siy ¢rable 1o attend 1o 'the
needs of illiterate adults in their midst 100,
by having adults classes jus :rw.,mo__zn,_sf.n
day care centery apd. E..,,E.E_.,m&_a.o_m these,
days. Knowing hay ",z.._:_,:m. ,__,_m_,_in“ Emm_.d?:ﬁ
heeds too, and e advantages. hecryed to
tven children frop _,"_E.\:_m__:mz_,__n_vc
This would be. highly ‘commeng ..Em....,_
themselygs MUSL [gg b seen ig:
of .oc_w_.uww.
rm:.cf...m_ '
stubmission

ion,
Women
must not :

be seen’ gy being”

m_
N

. s
s POV

o school. They

b

' eorrelates

betweasy 1
They shouiy
notion,

ﬂ.,__,»_mbw%mmg H_:..Br.m:.an wap
2 two, S
also see (),
the mechanising o“._.ﬁa:n_.:_m the
evel among the poor members gy
“midstk IHeE s loats, coofieriiy,
sahd .__‘_mm.”__mmtw&mnm ‘that the echnnimiy
.uo:n__..oqu_.n_:m,.nE_ _un.o:__u:nr.n and thepe
would be no peeq 1o withdrayy wards fran
should also help 1 put up ay.
awareness of 1)e responsibilitivs f parcits,
1o thejr wards, whic) includes :.E.x_._:e._ in
- character and God'y ways, and alse
training thay would make thep, function
today’s worlq. .

Religious leaders

need oy,
into 1

Must 'be coyy

geous,
10 save facts from fallacjes, Opinions ang
that which cultural from religioys
injunctions, Indeed, remen;

mbering thy G
__E:,__e_am. BVEry nction of man that 4
‘.:.:___u.,.(.,_uuﬁ_ﬂ_.uz_m WOl o

AL .ﬁ:.z:::.:.u w_m_mm"omu,_n,?n_mm.m_:a
“of relegating women o () “bac
should stop. 1y myg; pe realized 4},
having created from men,
! men are Jincomplete
perce

”v -.A
,E.fz;—ru

praciice
Kgroun
A swomey
Mueans iy,
Without
onishould not stop, i
_._a<nmmwmw_r_r._..m.c‘_.:w.n..._,.:\c___c__
s i devélopinen;. :

by virtue of (i, muthe
e :_n_u..:_o&_::nc_.s

Ine, biit ji
Ist bé prirtper
- Women

rly
Nt agents )
they H:r._.r.,ﬁc_.c,._.._:_ and, shoul
1Nt “yehiele” for ¢y
€Y. meed o apprecinge
lemales ang place pye
OWn self confide
:_nz.n..m._____:_,v.:,__ 1l
children,” When
homes, itwin pe
e Furthermor

thye,
themselyey
At premiuy
nee. When this
s idea in their o
this starts from indivigyy
rimeite the society, ‘
€. stereotypical beljg
,_.M:E.mn:n_._::: women are v ak,

1ot be token ns “gospel truih,»
-Mil 1 33_., every,
female; s weak, b
o I the home,
what 4 boy cg

i
Von they
S achievey
Wi lemgle

s such
shoul
As noted by
one either muje
Ut justin diffepen; areilye,

the slogun should no Jusi
ndo, a girl can do better,

b that “what o Birl can do, 4 boy ¢
ol : Zﬁ_”::&.,m.g%_z__.m_h_.__:d. from
the  house untl mothing suys .

ok, When 1his happens, eyven the
especially (he working
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: _.,_umow___n.ﬁm would be greatlyireduced
_slereotypes can begin to crumble,
" Parents’ must also’' b

“children,

4.4

so be aware
important roles they can pla in the lives of
their female” childrep, They  should be
encouraged to shape . the fuiure of their
children . and 1o train = them* towards
occupational  roles - rather - than.  just
domesticity. Further, meit need 10 be trained
too in a new way, if efforis at.improving the
conditions of women |s- 10 ‘make any
significant pProgress. They men need not feel
threatened to see o fendle  striving 10
achieve as high as they are doing, nor feel
that she [s out of plage ina * nan’s figld”,
The government loo _.u__o:_a.m:.?n to
take steps that would improve the condition
of the working mother. ‘There :should be
adequate provision and impravement in our

health care faci ities, such that there will be

adequate number of clinics “and hospitals, .
well equipped with - nec ssary - drugs and

personnel. When this is .;o”:ﬁ.m_r__r._,u.:.nu.m oun
the working mothers will ‘be reduced to°a
great extent. For, she wil uble totuke her

sick child to a clinic close, 10 hier place of
work, keep the child: thers if necessary,

nc_z.an_::E_:E.n_,:a ,,_up.cnm:m:.wn:_np_.n
of properly, by .

If she is at work; she! will not have
undue tension about what, s happening at
home, since she Knows thit It there is an
emergency, her n._:a....i__.cw.._crn: to the
hearest clinic or hospital, anid there will be
no undue damage done 1o -her child as a
result of her being n working mother. This
will also reduce incidences whereby mothers
are called away from work 10 attend to their

Nigeria also needs to, as a nation, find
other ways ol __c_vm:w__ohn_.m for children
when father und piother at .working. Some
cornteies of the world like Siveden take this
as a national problem which must be solved
(Ross, 1991), Nigerin must take 4 cue from
such countries, Therefore day care centers
and even night centers well equipped and

comfortable  for children must  be
established, and supervised by Government,
Street  hawking by girls should  be
discouraged. O ,

i

of ‘the,

£

© governmental organizations in

o WIhin™ the  sehool selting, schioul
- psychologists angicounselors should courise|
the _.c_=s_.m,,v.:_.§r.:,$ without bids, There. s
9ls0 the need: 1o encouraye Sivls W put ot
< their maximum best in whatever they can
do. Special counseling sessions. may b
_sam@ﬂm_q%‘. for them while: seminars.. w here
eminent women can be called 1o part
in, could also be organized
necessary  for counselors
periodic |
guardians,

Pate
dewsall also b

In. such SUSSIONS. il would: b
necessuary o NCourage counselory 1o Lk
“about the training at home, which wil) EHING
female wards einbryce achieyement within
and owtside the schools, without fe r

m.m:u:v_._.,,..\c._:n__ orginizations und non-
the SOUNL
should alsy intensily their ¢ .
out the. plight of the womenfolk. Positive
~efforts . at. improving  the i
_2&_:.“.:_.05 should be sought
Some r.cc__m_;urc specilic
,_On::c:._._u,....vﬁ. Wit to focus
Leven seck international ik
- Boals like some other o

parts of the world.

ol e

ganizidions in ojher

o There must be o special Tocus on the

;

nt oy on the world's BOssips — illierate nations

o systems can be discarded and

education.of women that s practical i
a - paper-work. Il must nol by ain .
educating  them bul empower
Sattitudes and behavioural orient
literacy programine must ;e the  probiem
__.,8:._ the roots, such 1

archune
there can be o
NEW orientition  in (he thinkine a1 (e
average Nigerian. When 1his iy achieved,
,,:‘::_“..._:.cc_r.__:v. that refates 1o even women
would have been solved. Whenitis said tha
women are gossips | Olen woneder wi
should be doing when st ollen
they have all the time in the w

Lihey

arld w do that,

Nature abhors vacuum you must. be doir o
- something = positively or negatively. Men:
. 100 gossip '~ the only ditference is in the

nunmber of hours Spent
theirs Tor social limes because they are
then. Tsam sure tha i researeh s citiried

would” stll rank highest and devélopi

Hations especi ly blich Alvica would stil

n
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arcy ol erlore or
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have places of honoyr ince their  people
usually do not expend tilvieant hmg_,ﬂ.mm..m% on:
innovations. *" 2 i ekl S
~ The'sum total of it all is that the home
and the nation siand (g giin when women
are r._:_uo:._.._.n.a...,macnc:o:c:v: For, it is a
fopment of any

truism that the Jevel of dewve
hation is highly correlated with her level or
n:_.wn_:.v._:a_.ccv\, -

To conclude, e poim must b stressed
that there are pointers that the 21 century
will be g century of dynamic change jn
every sphere of life. No nation can afford 1o
be an on-logker. If Nigeria is not to continue
1o be an o:-_ocrc_‘. steps must be taken to
recuty national mistakes of the past. The
dangers and tasks ahead for Nigeria as a
hation bedridden by illiteracy are ehormous
and  may ook daunting, -yet - i
can be taken as challenges.! Really, 1o join
the global world village in the 21
or not. The choice is ours, !

century

o |
CONCLUSION : T e I

For nationa| developmental purposes, it
Is neeessary thyr women be developed and
their potentials maximized, They cun then
be uble 1o contribute 1hejr quota toward the
development of their country, To achleve
this woal, nothing would be 100 much 1o do,
For, as rightly noted by Aminu (1989), a
nalon  can’ never do o much for jis
womenlolk, The nation owes g duty 1o the
womenfolk o develop™  them. . And,
considering the laet thatsvomen constitute g
high percentage o_.:_.E__cc:__:_Q.m population,’
Cquipping them with (he necessary tools ol
development, will allow them to contribute -

o
|
f

meaningfully 1o :_m,aﬁ,a__oc_:c.,_: of the

country,

- E&m.i::u_:v_, G. (1986)

is' not-
Impossible where the will is. The problems

This is most sessential now, 4y e
O TSR e . .
country moves ¢n.1iy'Yts quest tor economic,
scientific and technological advancemen,
Women should be seen and encouraped 1y,
t_:v. no_:v,n_:n_:m_.v.‘ roles, rather

competitive roles with nyep inthe sociely,
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