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Abstract

The unfriendly economic and taxation policies of the British government and
other tax-related considerations were significantly responsible for the Africans
defiance of British colonialism in south-western Nigeria. Using both primary
and secondary source materials, this article examined how the Native Court
pursued the interests of the colonial authority, both as tribunals of justice and
the executive arm of government, and thus, contributed to the expansion of
British influence in colonial south-western Nigeria. It found that the British
colonial authority adopted ordinances and legislations to safeguard its political
and economic interests through the instrumentality of the Native Authority. It
also found that the colonial edifice of Native Authority transformed the
indigenous traditional authority (chief) into a petty legislator, administrator,
judge, and policeman, all rolled in one, who was only answerable to the white
official stationed in his state as advisor, and who quietly remained in the
background. Using the ‘Ijemo incident,’ the ‘Adubi Uprising” and the Iseyin-
Okeiho revolts in Yoruba land in Nigeria as case studies, the paper then
concluded that the British colonial government’s meddlesomeness in the
affairs of the indigenous people led to the breakdown of traditional
institutions, which consequently resulted in the intensification of British
capitalism, a development that was offensive to the indigenous people. It also
concluded that anti-colonial uprisings in Yoruba land were generally the
fallouts of British colonial government’s legislations and ordinances,
procedures which were considered too intrusive, abrasive and burdensome for
the indigenous people to bear.

Key Words: British, Burdensome, Colonial, Riots, Taxation, Constitution

Introduction
The territories that later became Nigeria came under British colonial
rule in a piece-meal fashion, an-occupation that dates back to 1861

Anti-Colonial Uprisings in Yoruba Land and the Challenges of Constitutionalism
AFOLABI, Abiodun, PhD

when Lagos was brought under colonial rule. It was, however, not until
1893 that the largest chunk of Yoruba land came under colonial rule,
with effective colonial occupation of modern Nigeria taking place after
1900. The occupation of Nigeria was vehemently opposed by the
indigenous people. Indeed, the conflict between the traditional rulers in
Nigeria and the British was a direct manifestation of the contradiction
of the policy that accompanied the imposition of colonial rule, which
had little or no regard for indigenous tradition or custom.

~ Southern Nigeria went through a period of considerable
turmoil, particularly in the early days of colonialism, because British
weakness and understaffing provided the opportunity for the assertion

of indigenous resistance to colonial rule. The demands of the imperial

government on Nigerian peoples as soldiers and the recruitment
campaigns carried out in many parts of Nigeria during the World War 1
further destabilized the country.' Before 1914 there were no widespread
and collectively organized resistances in the hinterland against British
colonial authority. The people’s seeming complacency was, however,
not an indication that they had no reasons to protest.

Tax Riots and the Challenges of Constitutionalism in Perspectives

- The British colonial government needed to maintain law and order for

the Yoruba community to enjoy stability, peace and prosperity. British
rules, which came in the form of ordinances, were meant to serve as
guide for both the British colonial authority and the people they
governed. Significantly, however, what constituted law varied from
one individual to another, particularly in interpretations, purposes and
methods of implementation in the colonial African settings. Individuals
and groups reactions to colonial legislations and ordinances were
consequently dissimilar to the new order and rules that were enacted in
their favour. For the indigenous people, the British colonial authority
adopted constitutionalism in order that they would be able to rule the
socio-economic  and political hide bound, which they created,
successfully,

Although it is often said that the power to rule resides in the
power to tax, yet, the colonial authority’s power to rule was challenged

' Jide Osuntokun, (1979). Nigeria in the First World War, Longman Group Limited,

" (Ibadan History Series), p.100.
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by the people because the aspirations of the latter were not met by the
rulership. Since the economic interests of the British colonial authority
had to be met, there was the need to put in place effective occupation
through the institution of a native administration, which in turn,
prompted the inauguration of tax ordinances, among many other
colonial laws, such as sanitary, administrative and civil laws, which
were already operative in the Yoruba speaking areas before the British
contact with the indigenous people. .

The socio-economic and political institutions, which were
operative in the pre-colonial Yoruba land, were harmonious and
acceptable to the people, hence, Human Right abuses were uncommon.
Colonial apologists have described the pre-colonial institutions,
particularly, the taxation system in many stereotyped ways such as
‘backward’, ‘despotic’, ‘extortionist’ etc. However, efficient and
effective tax system antedated the time of European contact with,
Western Nigeria. The pre-colonial taxation system hardly degenerated
into the kind of crises situations that were experienced during the
colonial and immediate post-colonial Western Nigeria. Reference to
the pre-colonial tax system as barbaric and too diverse is, therefore, to
be regarded-as-one-of the mechanics of the imperial colonial system,” a
system which portrayed all the institutions of the colonized people as
inferior when compared to those of the colonial masters. It was the
British taxation system that often turned out to be too abrasive and
burdensome for the indigenous people, and it was the burden of this tax
system imposed on the people that ultimately culminated in protest
movements, public rallies, riots etc . ;

The ordinance that led to the inauguration of the Native Court
system was designed to ensure an effective application of the Indirect
Rule system. Law under the colonial system was an integral part of the
administration, and it would be wrong to treat it outside the context of
political domination. Law was an agency of socio-political ordering,

and it was applied by the colonial government for several purposes -

such as ‘keeping of peace, order and the maintenance of social status-
quo’. Indeed, it was an agency of colonial control. Through the

2 1. Wilks, (1960), “African Historiographical Tradition Old and New”, in Fage, Africa
Discover Her Past. London; O.U.P, 1970, pp. 7-17. See also “The Development of
Kingdoms in Negro Africa” in JHSN Vol. 2, No.1, pp. 27-38.
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The rigidity associated with cplonial institutions and other
constitutional challenges manifested in|the administration of justice.
The British colonial administration considered the traditional ways of
implementing justice as inferior although some indigenous cultures
were accommodated. Consequently, ghe people were, at times,
prepared to resist ordinances that had no human face at any cost. The
circumstances that often surrounded Qhe implementation of some
ordinances were questionable as the British colonial authority,
particularly in the early days of colonialism, failed to educate the
people on the need to adopt these new measures that were put in place.
Coupled with this was the punitive measures applied to serve as
deterrent to individuals or groups who violated colonial rules. The
people were uncomfortable with the changes that came with the
imposition of colonial rule.

During the World Warl, the European powers accepted to
grant self-determination and democracy to colonial territories after the
war. President Wilson’s 14 Points Agenda inferred that disputes over
frontiers should be settled according to the wishes of the people who
lived in the disputed area, which fitted well with the idea of
democracy. His argument was that ‘people should not be pushed
around like pawns.... should have a full say in the running of their own
government, including, deciding which country to belong, the right to
elect their representatives as well as the right to enjoy the dividend of
taxation’.* The natural growth of political institutions threw up wars
that required the intervention of the British colonial authority, and
these manifested in various settlement acts. It could be argued that the
ordinances that were enacted and imposed on the people slowed down
the pace of development of indigenous legal system as there were too
many imbalances in the implementation of the ordinances that were
operative in colonial Nigeria. Most colonial laws were ambiguous,
segregatory and mostly promulgated with intent to favour the colonial
authority who generally considered the indigenous people inferior. The
point here is that the authoritarian nature of most colonial laws
presented great challenges to constitutionalism, fundamental human
right and social justice. Ijemo ‘incident’, Adubi war, and other tax

# Joe Scott “Heinemann History: The World since 1914”, Heinemann Educational
Books Ltd. 22, Bedford Square, London WCI B3 H. P. 27.
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related uprisings in the colonial south-western Nigeria epitomized
clear-cut _sgruggle for freedom from the ordinances that were designed
by the British authority to harass, intimidate and oppress.

The ‘Ijemo Incident’, ‘Adubi Uprising’ and the ‘Iseyin- Okeiho
Riots’ in Retrospect

The year 1914, which marked the start of mass revolts, coincided with
the period of the World War I, which in itself was not a cause of revolt,
but a time of administrative innovation as well as a period when the
weight of colonial connection began to be felt, particularly, in the
demand for tax’ and military recruits in south-western Nigeria. The
general malaise created by the war and the lack of effective British
control of the country, which followed the withdrawal of some of the
administrative staff for war service, became an occasion for the people
to resist British administrative policies, especially Lugard’s Indirect
Rule system.

The effects of the economic recession that arose as a result of
the disruption of the normal flow of trade during the war further
aggll‘avated the tense conditions. For instance, the high cost of shipping
spirits and additional increases in import duties led to a considerable
drop in the amount of liquor imported into Lagos. In order to make up
for the resultant deficit in revenue, the British colonial government
imposed export duties on palm oil, palm kernels and cocoa towards the
end of 1916. Duties derived from export alone were not adequate and
Fhe government was constrained to consider other options. The
imposition of extra tariffs on exports significantly reduced the income
of farmers. Regrettably, despite this circumstance, Lord Lugard
pressured the Governor General of the Colonial Office to allow him to
impose direct taxation in Yoruba land in 1916.

Expectedly, the implementation of the colonial taxation policy
proved to be disastrous for the resource poor peasant farmers who
could just not understand this instability in their fortunes, a situation
that engendered fierce opposition among the people. In some cases,
overt opposition impinged upon taxation matters, while some political

8§ p et
Jide Osuntokun, (1979). Nigeria in the First World War, Longman Group Limited,

(Ibadan History Series), p.100.
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actions could be traced directly to the role of the British in the internal
affairs of the people as the three major revolts that upturned and
disrupted the peace of Yoruba land between 1914 and 1918, namely,
the Ijemo and Adubi Uprisings in the Egba nation, and the [seyin-
Okeiho revolts in Oyo, which blazed the trail in the series of turmoil
into which the whole of Yoruba land was thrown after 1914, would

demonstrate.

Interrogating the ‘Ijemo Incident’ of 1914

Prior to 1914, when the British government appointed a Commissioner to
represent British interests in the area, which was then largely the
maintenance of law and order, an atmosphere pervaded the territories.
Howevet, many grievances, some of which were more indirectly related to
British intervention, converged to spark off a chain of social disturbances
in August, 1914.° Even before the intervention of the British in the
internal politics of Egba land, the place was difficult to rule as it was
controlled by four factions consisting of the Ogboni, the Muslim, the
Church and the Alake, tugging it in different directions. The position of
the Alake was very shaky as a result of the presence of these three

— powerful—stock=holders meddling inthe socio-economic and political —

affairs in the Egba polity. The Alake’s position inevitably became unstable
and was constantly under threats. The area occupied by the Egba people

6 The first was the ‘Church Party’, which was controlled by educated members of the
congregations whose influence was greatest in Abeokuta and a less so in the country side.
The second was the Ogboni, that is, ‘Ogbo-eni’, meaning the old people that consisted of a
council of elders. It was a secret society of great influence as it was intimately associated
with the judicial, religious as well as the political life of Egba land. It also provided a
check on the power of chiefs. The Ogboni hall was the court house where the chiefs sat to
hear cases, took fees, and imposed fines, which formed the main revenue source of the
chiefs. The court, which the EUG established, infringed upon the responsibility of the
Ogboni council and other tribunals at the township level and even below. The Ogboni
chiefs saw this situation more as depriving them of the income and prestige which they
formerly enjoyed as judges and arbitrators, and consequently began to resent the policy of
the EUG. The Secretary, Mr. Edun, was later to submit to the Commission set up after the
liemo massacre that even though the Ogboni “provided a valuable political machinery for
the working of the Brilish taxation scheme in accordance with native law and custom, the
use of this machinery put a premium on oppression because it was not thoroughly
supervised” by the chiefs. The Muslims epitomized another important stakeholder. For
more on the power inter-play between these groups, see Jide Osuntokun, (1979). Nigeria
in the First World War, Longman Group Limited, (Ibadan History Series).

212

e B R

Anti-Coloni i1 1
olonial Uprisings in Yoruba Land and the Challenges of Constitutionalis,
ism
AFOLABI, Abiodun, PhD

maintained i .
Nigeria b}(’I ﬂlt‘?trcsz'lt?)lluzf afs' a”[ ]m-depe“de”l political unit within Britigh
a “lres riendship and commerce” i
o7t Farhis i erce”, which was ¢
e nuary, 1893 by Governor Carter of Lagos on behalf of e
of England, until 1914." : all of the Queen
Consideri :
i (l)ir;(srdeil ing the existence of these factions, the Alake ositibn
precipice; wenled o that of a marble poised precariously on tg of
certain: 1_;“ gu lﬁ. roll-down to the left or to the right? One thinp g
s fO’LII’ Own it must. At this time, the Egba people were or 5 .waé'
Haia Ahkiecginsoeach under its own head chief These seclimfn\:ﬁe
T part,of lle- nf'i’,. Agura and Oluwo. At first, each group inhabited a
e 1€ territory, but the 19" century war pushed all the :
each‘gm L ne;' of tfclielr.lerr_ltory where they founded Abeokuta in 1935 rc\::ilt)l“sl
e Thep Oep: oducing its own distinct quarter in the town under it; o
of these thrI:: stion of the Alake was very shaky as a result of the prese -
political qffﬁ_Pou_ferf L;] stock-holders meddling in the socio economic '[: Cg
al affairs in the Egba poli ; =3 ai
constantly under threats, g0a polity. The Alake’s position was thus
The crises . o Ll
Hitasedis ;;;?521‘]%'[3 the culmination of threats to the viability of the
; z dl structure, and the re by
squabbles o = £ 1 the results of a series i mal—
quabbles-among the various rival groups within the Egba So?:f;c:;;re;‘nl;ﬂ
[ § e

remo isi
te cause of the uprising was the weakness of the Alak,

the way for the iti i oy
y political dominance of a triumvirate, namely OSI.II[:(‘f'H‘E:
] C (]

the Nlad gILit i of
IgbChhc:(a(:;dC;gcsgcgiz:, 0[11?1; Agog%1 of Iporo and Sorunke, the Jagunnna of
gba. These were chiefs wh i
. . o held th
i e\rf]ei:;;l;ezlé c()if Abeokuta, the capital city of Egba land Th:‘;;emcfw?cf tth
Egba‘ kingg ; sma _[lf;:eog z;::;:?rigy ft}nd became de-facto political ;ulg's inrtl?e
gdom. ‘ake's mfluence was, consequent elt i
Ake localities surrounding Abeokuta. However tl CIIE i hc’i.fd'}’ S
operated under the name of “f‘liakr"‘ who 1Ith, mf e s
= > OL fauc although was “loyal 2
: 52;?,-(1 ?Entf\rjas wholly illiterate = Although the /%fake was(;z;i) ‘lr:lld ‘5’3”
AL c.ufa ecause he controlled the largest part of the t;ecticug }ZC d
superior authority. In fact,| he was by no means ];qrqn10]f1’ntle hﬂg
IS ard , dll

" NAL C.92/1918.
Disturbances-Re

Lugard and the Amalgamati i
! gamation of Nigeria, (I
Lugard on the Amalgamation of NO[‘[héL‘m anf[ gilllzi]gn[)ﬁicumcntﬂry D

by A.H. M, Kirk-Green, London: Frank Cass & Co. P, 79 BagiL eoipied
213 (

|

‘Appointment df Commissi iry i
] ommission of Enquiry into the Abeokuta




Anti-Colonial Uprisings in Yoruba Land and the Challenges of Constitutionalism
AFOLABI, Abiodun, PhD

according to the constitution of Egba Ialnd, he was primus inter pares in
relation to other sectional Obas.’ i
The Alake government had lits abuses, which included
extortionate demands from the peasantry, corruption and bribery in the
courts, arbitrary imprisonment and forced labour.' During the early
period of colonial rule, the ignorant were terrorized into acceptance of
the demands of the chiefs. Much of the revenue of Egba land was
derived from tolls collected on goods entering the land and those in
transit. Government budgets were then prepared on a colonial model
while Orders in Council and Regulations were passed by an illiterate
body of conservative chiefs, all of whom, practically, were very old
men who looked on these proceedings probably with amused
indifference. If the people rebelled, government ftroops were
requisitioned from Lagos in the name of Alaki. The Alake possessed no
- real authority as the Egba nation relied on the financial and
administrative muscles of the British government in Lagos. That was
the scenario before the [jemo incident of 1914,

The authority of the Alake was further eroded by the Saros or
Creoles. These were freed slaves of Yoruba descent who began
arriving in Lagos and Badagry in the 19" century, principally to
reconnect with their father land. They actually started to arrive in
Abeokuta from Sierra-Leone in 1838"' while those among them who
were of Egba extraction numbered about six thousand (6,000).12 These
people were not only interested in Egba politics but they also refused to
compromise with the conditions in which they found Abeokuta, a place
they were determined to modernize. To this end, the Egba United
Board (EUB) was formed in 1865. One of the responsibilities of the

! NAL C.92/1918 Appointment of Commission of Enquiry into the Abeokuta

Disturbances.

0 Lugard and the Amalgamation of Nigeria, (1921). A Documentary Record of Sir, E.D.
Lugard on the Amalgamation of Northern and Southern Nigeria, 1881-1921, as compiled
by A.H. M. Kirk-Green. London: Frank Cass & Co. P. 79. For more details on the first and
second Egba wars, see Akinjide Oshuntokun, (1979). Nigeria in the First World War.
Longman, Pp. 100 - 138.

A, K. Ajisafe, (1948). History of Abeokuta, Lagos, Kash & Klare Bookshop, pp. 12-30.
’zhtlp:/fwww.poli&Ieeds.ac.ukflucas/acljvi{ies/leeds-aﬁican-studies-bul[elin/book-
rcviews/book-rcview—afi'o-cuban-diasporas-in-thc-allamic—wor[d.php
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(EUB) Was to source for revenue towards the modernization of the
Egba nation. However, the Board was embroiled in cut-throat rivalry
with another pan-Egba  development group, the Egba United
quernment (EUG), which came into existence in 1898, One of the
raison d’étre for the inauguration of the EUG was the restoration of the
fi!ake 's supremacy, which the EUB had usurped.' Thus, the UEB lost
its popularity as the business of running Abeokuta fell into the hands of
EUG leaders." Meanwhile, the EUG enjoyed stronger push among the
people than the EUB due, partly, to its attempt at salvaging the
aptonom}_f of the Alake, but more significantly, due to the great power
and prestige its leadership commanded. However, as soon as the EUG
assumed firm control over the intricate socio-economic and political
squabbles in Egba land, it ensured that all money and interests we;e
expended on Abeokuta town, and the rest of the country such as Ijemo
and Itori were neglected and left to fend for themselves. '

. The prolonged palaver and wrangling among the rival camps
provided an occasion for the British to meddle in the affairs of the
Egba land and subvert the sovereignty of the people; an intervention
-that cc?u]d be linked to the procedure adopted by the EUG in tax
c_ollectlon and h_ow the revenue disbursed, worsened the internal
r:valfy. It is significant to note that the Commissioner that was
appointed to administer the territories on behalf of the Queen of
England after the 1914 treaty wielded too much power to the ;:xtent
that his authority undermined the autonomy of Egba land,

~ There were other signs of discontent; when the EUG assumed
authority over Egba land, the colonial government took the decision to

"R. CC. Law, (Dec. 1973), *T} i istory” '
ﬁoc!ew ofNiggriaE . No'),l’ p];:é)j);ﬁgofn Yoruba History”, Journal of the Historical
In 1902, the position of the Secretary to the Egba United Government (EUG) fell into
ll};i hands of J, Hf:nryson Samuel. This placement carried great power and prestige for the
g icer who was in charge of thel everyday business of the government, and J. Henryson
amuel, an Egba of outstanding  administrative ability, was well suited for the
arrangement. He was the initiator as well as the executor of jdeas which led to remarkable
progress n?aglf: by the Egba administration within the first two decades of the 20" centur
He was originally a Methodist minister who abandoned his calling for politics in order ty
Stamp his influence and authority on the politics of Egba land. As the Secretary of E bg
Umlc_d Government, (EUG), (He later changed his name (o Adegboyega Edun) {\bcokgul;l
cxperienced tremendous development. Edun was able to bring his brill‘ian
competence to, bear on the politics of his time, ha v
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Egba were incapable of governing :E_Emw?mmwo without Lagos
assistance, Abeokuta’s special status had 1o validity. Abeokuta was,
consequently, brought under the Southern Protectorate, which meant

the loss of independence for Abeokuta and her dependencies.

Revisiting the Isehin-Okeiho Riots of 1916

The situation in the Isehin-Okeiho was slightly different from what
obtained in Egba country where another Eu_.“mmm:m broke out against the
colonial government on the 19" of October, 1916. Taxation, which was
initially said to have caused the riot, was introduced to Iseyin-QOkeiho
in 1918, two years after the riot had taken place. So, the assumption
that opposition to taxation caused these riots could not have been right,
especially when the reports of the ‘men on the spot’ who admitted that
the uprising was dubbed a tax riot for ‘want of proper evidence’ is
“considered. Other factors suggested that taxation was just an incidental
factor.”’ These factors included the socio-economic and political
undercurrents in operation before the establishment of British rule and
the changes that came with the introduction of British rule,” which
conflicted with what obtained in pre-colonial Yoruba land.

One of the changes that the Indirect Rule engendered was the
centralizing influence that it brought to bear on political leadership of
Oyo. As against the confederacy that was in existence in the Oyo-
Yoruba area, which characterized the political relations among the
numerous semi autonomous towns that made up the area in 19"
century,” the Lugardian Indirect Rule system restructured the once

* M. Crowder, & G. Abdullahi, 1979. Nigeria: An Introduction to Its History, London,
Longman Book Limited, p. 159.

! For example, See “Adubi Rising” in the African Historian: Historical Journal of the
University of Ife, Vol. 1, No. 3, March, 1965 and the “Aba Riots” in Afigbo, E.A.: The
Warrant Chief System in Eastern Nigeria, 1900-1928, Ibadan. Ph.D. Thesis, 1964, chapters

5&6.
2 M. Crowder, & G. Abdullahi, 1979. Nigeria: An Introduction to Its History,...... p. 159,

* Okeiho came into being as a result of the coming together of about eleven different
towns for security reasons. The inhabitants of ten towns deserted their former towns, first,
for fear of the Fulani forces based in Ilorin, and later, for fear of possible attack by
Dahomey. They settled at Ijo, which became an enlarged tqwn, subsequently named
Okeiho. It became a miniature confederation or federation, When the fear of invasion from
both the Fulani and Dahomeans died down, there arose resentment to the overall authority
of the Onjo by some of the head chiefs of the guest towns, most of who were primarily led

b 218

31
e
|
!
Yo
]

|

Sl s R S L

T AR

i e

b::.no_.aa._.u._ Uprisings in Yorubg Land and the Challenges of Constitutionalism
AFOLABI, Abiodun, Php

mm%awngo:m.ﬁ@:m _.:.8 a pyramidal structure ip which an unusua]
mu E_whﬂwamw .ﬂ._.:_:moa for the Alaafin, the pParamount ruler of Oyo
om::w s mw :n“:mﬁ Rule strengthened the authority of the Alaafin as the
ocal government enabled him to w
: : i ax strong as a result of th
support he enjoyed from the British itie i b
autho a i
L el rities, and being the president
o It is E.m::..u._om:ﬂ to note that this new arrangements ran counter
€ aspirations of the chijefs and inhabij ;
Ahesy g abitants of both Iseyi
Okeiho.** The peo i i e
; ple of Okeiho abhorred the centraliz; i
ople : entralizin l
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“I Al Atanda, 1969 “Iseyin-Okeiho E i
i g ; sing of 1916: ; i iti
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Outside the realm of politics, the British brought other
innovations that ran counter to the socio-political system of the people.
This was particularly true in the efforts to promote a better sanitary
culture in the community. The British colonial government was
determined to wipe out habits and customs which were considered
detrimental to the general wellbeing of the society. There were
widespread incidences of debilitating diseases such as malaria,
helminthes infections, including schistosomiasis, and venerez_inlg
diseases. Lack of medical aid and dietetic deficiency were prevalent.”
The Director of Medical and Sanitary Services noted that much harm
was done by unskilled native midwives, herbalists and medicine men.”
The main factors leading to a high infant mortality rate, high general
death rate, and low health standards were poor sanitation habits.

As such, various schemes were prepared with a view to
effecting: gradual eradication of unhealthy habits.” They included town -
planning activities and a number of extensive schemes for the
introduction of purified pipe-borne water in various towns, compulsory
vaccination and the digging of pit latrines (salgas).” These innovative
policies were intended to ameliorate the difficult health situations that

_were on ground before the advent of colonial rule, but the people did
not welcome these impositions as they conflicted with their social
habits. To them, the vaccine looked like pus extracted from the swollen
sore. They also perceived the salgas system as a way of bringing the
toilet within the house. Hitherto, the habit was to defecate in the bush
or on dunghills situated far away from the houses.” 3

Although the British authority meant well, they did not take
time off to educate the people on new plans. Availability of accurate
information would have enabled the people to recognize the need to

people who were condemned to death were publicly executed at Okeiho and Iseyin. Those

executed included the Aseyin and Bashorun.

3 NAL Comcol. LC.C. 994. V\12. Abolition of customs which are detrimental to nativ

welfare and prosperity. P. 6.
29 NAL Comcol. .C.C. 994. V\12. Abolition of customs which are detrimental to

native welfare and prosperity. P. 8.

W NAL Comcol 1. C.C 994, VA2 Abolition of Customs which are detrimental to Native

Welfare and  Economic Prosperity. p. 12,
3 NAL Comcol 1. C.C 994. V\I2 Abolition of Customs ........
1. A. Atanda, 1969. “Iseyin-Okeiho Rising of 1916:.... p. 504.
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adopt these new measures which were-essential to-promoting bett
health conditions. But instead, the colonial authority adopted regres i\?r
measures against non-conformists. The more the people were ]:miss;l fl
gor th'ese_ offences, L.he more adamant they - became [i)n thgir
Cg;fl:;riry:atflon not to dig salgas,* indiqating lhaf the application of
o‘rce was not always a viable option in the British
government’s determination to impose its policy on the people. The
;q;ieit;gn is: I\.:vas it constitutional for the British colonial nuulx)ority to
[he[:n th:gez:} :;irzsc{;;tttﬁl ;)n a people without adequately explaining to
L Slfl]mlarly, the people generally disliked the new judicial
yst N where the Native Courts system encouraged divorce. The
Il‘nnjonty of the men held that a system that encouraged their wi;' tL
.h_old- the post”, (Dipomu) divorce them easily amounted to a CS_?
:}ijllsjslt;;::.kDipomg, fwhich came with the imposition of coloni‘alsggiz
nown before the advent of colonjalis e

checked through very drastic measures. Bultm\]vi?;]hetril]ewggflli]n; C;‘;

fvc;'::::\,lr[e [I-'li:e,.iifomen came-torely on‘p‘dﬁl_‘iﬁal officers, for assistance,
Sl h'rl::isnc r?ealsures were to be applied by their parents. Parents
s mm(p : I;:tolr:l quc())\sft’:.rythmr daughters as ‘frivolous divorce cases
e Cfonsequently, N.'.itive C.ourt revenue, which derived almost

irely from breach of promise and divorce cases, were over-
es[t{mated as the colonial government continued to sourée its revenue
;:uch Fwa.s'qf an..unprogr‘essive nature, by all means. Although thE:

sue o ml?ltrary fine and taxes was not already in force at the time th

Iseyin-Okeiho riots commenced, British officials felt that the
tresen'tment against. her economic policies would have been min‘imal i(:’
la)igttfn hafl been introduced alongside the Native Court system. They
1eld that this would have enabled the administration to secure funds to

remunerate the chief’s adequately. Indeed, the discontent with the

Native Court system among the chiefs, district heads, their relations
J

» Y

NAL Comcol 1. C.C 994 VAI2 Aboliti i i i
}i{erfare g s Pms{.’crity' olition of Customs which are detrimental to Native
;S NAL Abe Prof. 6/4. P, 18]. |

NAL Oyo Prof. 1 File No, 06027. Annual Report, 1921, p. 40.
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and quarters’ heads® was massive. Resentment against corvee labour
was also re-echoed” in the early days of cololmallsm.

Reconsidering the Adubi Uprising of 1918 : ¥
It is significant to note that there was a conrection between the *“Jjemo
incident’ of 1914 and the Adubi uprising that fol-lowe_d a few years
later. The Adubi uprising otherwise called J!Egba riot of .19[8 had its
origin in a grievance that the Egba people hi:ld nursed against the Egba
United Government (EUG) for many years, but \":’thh was actually
precipitated by the introduction of the 'l._ugardlan .Indu'ect Rule
system,”™ and its concomitants, especially chrcc-t taxation and forced
labour. It was, therefore, not just a manifestation of'thq Egba-Owu
disaffection with the introduction of Indirect Rule system; it was also a
mark of their absolute dislike for the newly empowe;ed Egba
government, which was headed by Alake. = Although taxation was a
means of increasing the British colonial government revenue ba‘se,
which was then mainly derived from tolls, Lhe3 9introducuon of taxation
to Egba land was not welcomed by the people. ah

For instance, before 1918, the people of Imala paid mbut‘e to
the EUG. The total tax collected yearly in the district was di\fld'ed
between the Egba Native Authority and the British colon{al
administration. The British authority needed the fund to run its
administration. Thirty percent (30%) of the generated revenue went to
the British government while seventy percent (70%) of accrued
revenue went o the Egba Native Administration. But by 1918 when
the EUG was no more, a poll tax of 5/- per adult male and 2/6 per adult
female was introduced. At this time, the tax that the women had to pay

% 1. A. Atanda, 1969. “Iseyin-Okeiho Rising of 1916:.... p.451.

¥ Oral Evidence by Fadipe as cited in J.A. Atanda (1969), “The Iseyin-Okeiho Rising of -

1916:.... p. 502, Alhaji Safiv Amoo (100 +) (aka Ol'no Wanibori) of Ali-Iwo C_ompound,
Agodi, Ibadan also corroborated the position of Fadipe in _January 2011, Hc. c‘hscloscd.lo
the author that the indigenous people were no longer willing to tolerate British colonial
rovernment’s impositions that had no human face. s

M. Crowder, & G. Abdullahi, (1979). Nigeria: An Introduction fo !:s‘Hasfory...p. 159.

¥ NAL C. 92/1918, Appointment of Commission of Enquiry into the Abeokuta
disturbances - Re. p. 57.
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was not considered burdensome as it was 2/-6d,* which was just half
what the men were required to pay.

The British colonial authority felt the need to put in place some
social infrastructure such as roads, water and electricity. The resource
poor farmers were, for instance, compelled to commit their time to the
road construction work, which was mandated by the colonial authority.
Formerly, communal free labour was accompanied by feasting and
merry making as it was then not really considered by the people as an
imposition. Then, uncompleted portion of the work was left for a
distant date. But all of that soon changed as free communal work soon
began to take as much as three weeks of continuous labour, and
farmers who left their farms for three weeks often returned to find their
plants overgrown with weeds.”" This compulsory communal labour
continued to impinge on personal activities of the farmers who soon
began to complain bitterly about how it infringed upon other social and
communal activities, Non-compliance with the British colonial
directives attracted fines, imprisonment and starvation, The question of
constitutionality of the British colonial authority’s action against the
people is not in doubt; there was no law that permitted the British
colonial authorities to trample on the fundamental human right of the
people by coercing them into specific ways of life.

After much face-off between the farmers and colonial

. government, it was agreed that forced labour was to be abolished and

replaced with the principle of contributing money towards the tax.*
The Resident, Mr. W. C. Syer, also explained to the Egba people that
as soon as taxation came into operation, tolls and license fees would be
abolished,” amidst assurances that free water supply would be

* NAL €SO 26/3, file no. 21790, Assessment Report, Imala District, Abeokuta Province.
4™ of January 1928 - 2 of March, 1928

" NAL C."92/1918, Appointment of Commission of Enquiry into the Abeokuta
disturbances - Re. p. 129

A K. Ajisafe, (1948). History of Abeokuta, Lagos, Kash & Klare Bookshop Publisher,
. 79.

*The farmers also complained bitterly about the inhuman treatment they suffered in the

hands of the representatives of the native authorities, Exorbitant and unnecessary fines

were collected from the farmers for trivial offences, During the Commission sitting, E, A,

Vaughan noted in one of his responses that the new taxation scheme represented a marked

departure from the old system. It was a taxation that was considered too high as villages
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ilable. At first, the Egba were very pleased to learn thf1t thefyr;::ir:
aval] nger required to provide free labour for the construction .(])] e(s .
I;Iclm?efer, Adubi; the head of Abule-Owu, one of' the Owg l\;lb (:)tfr 25
the Abeokuta province, was opposed to the colopml. force o o
taxation policies. He was resolute in his determination to fru h(;m =
z:in;s of the British colonial authority and the Alake, w
COﬂSldef;C_llS[hel:i:t?l([)E; were not just directed against ; thec ne\:.'
ommunal lal%our and tax regime, but also against the N;}tweto ;j;:;rai
fﬁ.llhough, the Indirect Rule system igill accorded recc;gr;;tlzllccessors
institutions within the administration as the Alc'tk.e antio n;s el
were placed directly in charge of Nauw.a Admmf;st;]ra Cou.rts o
Court’s system was disliked as the' premdentsto mel:, s
almost all cases, untrained a‘gd mc_om?et(;r; bt s i
mismanaged the court systems anF! its funds. C o iliel
S i PEOPI? ﬂeé’ﬂ' rtto'lsgt'lllisz1 yﬁt ItIOe t:lzljﬁ?:;in%hz formation of a
authority of the Native Court again. . ey
ilitar er groups (Egbe-Agbe) thr oughou-tl gt
gzrlir;-anr]illl;{,at[g ﬁgf?l??he er%croz?ching bureaucracy of the British.

ey S

| G

MG e T

The Tirst overt acts of rebellion took placehln]:ti:-r-o?lsf;r:cmt
where the complaints were hottest. The anger of t ecre(; Ay
people was triggered by a threat statement, w}'nch was[Iect Loy
Seriki of the Egba Christians who had authority to co ax,

iers as the -
effect that the Itori farmers were to be shot by the Lagos soldiers as

[ : t
Ijemo were massacred in 1914 if the process Qf tax payr?ent \bwtsqrifo
iilitiated immediately. This statement not only infuriated them but ¢

i i nse.
served as the needed prompting to take up arms in self defense.

« d
However, Adubi of Elere and Sogade of Afowowa made overtures an

—Wwere massacred.” Oshile Karunwi was murdered

. dealt devastating military blows from whicl

Wi 5eS d at 70 ) d 100 pounds w h(: 0| ation ranged from t hund Cd
d B i [J here t nop 2 T
€re as. SC s , ar 1Iree€ nundr

to four hundred people.

[ H lins. P. 7-
“ M. Perham, 1960. Lugard: The Years of Authority, 1889-1945, London: Collins

29

disturbances - Re. p. 130.

issi Enquiry into the Abeokuta:
“NAL C. 92/1918. Appointment of Commission of Enquiry

disturbances - Re. p. 91.

issi Enquiry into the Abeokuta
Y NAL C. 92/1918. Appointment of Commission of Enquiry :

disturbances — Re. p. 132. -

issi Snquiry into the Abeokuta
“NAL C. 92/1918. Appointment of Commission of Enquiry i
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even held several meetings with Owu chiefs in their bid to resolve the
issues amicably, but these moves were rebuffed. It was only when their
various complaints were not addressed that resort to vigjence became
an option. The armed dissidents were able to drive out the Resident and
clerk of the Native Court. The railway and telegraph lines in the town
between Kajola and Itori were cut and a European agent, Ashworth of
Holt, was captured and later killed. When the soldiers were sent to
arrest the various village heads and chiefs of the districts, the situation
snowballed into a full-scale war under the leadership of Adubi who was
the head of the farmers at Elere in Itori,
As usual, the British troops that had just returned from the East
African campaign were brought in from Lagos and the uprising was
promptly and decisively put down.” The British showed no mercy and
were brutal in their crushing of what they saw as an Adubi rebellion,*
From 13" June through to 23" June, 1918, the British troops took full
control of the railway lines and the adjacent villages, and proceeded to
establish their supremacy on the indigenous farmers. Over 200 ‘rebels’

; at Oba, an adjacent
town, and the Olowuy escaped unhurt by taking refuge at a private
hospital.’" The Egba and Owu troops were shattered as insurgents were
1 they never recovered, 52
as not physically present at any
d could, consequently, not make

Adubi, the arrow head of the crisis, w
of the fronts as he was old, crippled an

e S R LY

“NAL C.92/1918. . Blair, Abeokauta Intelligence Report, February 1983, paragraph 63,
Pt i significant to note that the Egba-Owu resistance was stiff to the extent that Colonel
Beatlie admitted early in 1919 that the “Abeokuta campaign was unusually large in scale
for West Africa against a serious rising offering determined resistance”. See NAL C,
92/1918. Appointment of Commission of Enquiry into the Abeokuta Disturbances-Re,

' In the Commission of Enquiry Report, he was referred to as Adubi of Elere.

E A Dosumu, 1977, “The Owu andltllc Adubi Rising, 1914-20", unpublished B.A,
thesis in the Department of History, Univérsity of Ibadan, p. 36.

* The Egba and Owu were distinct Yorllhm sub-group and were neighbours in the Egba
and Owu kingdom before the eventual relocation of the Egba to Abeokuta in 1830, The
Owu_ later settled in the new Egba caﬁila[ town in 1834, For more in
Biobaku, 8.0, (1991), Egba and their Neighbors, Tbadan: Ibadan University Press Ltd, See
also T.0. Erinosho, “The Anglo-Egba Relations, 1842-1914: A Diplomatic Interpretation”
(M.A. Dissertation, Department of History, University of Ibadan. The Egba-Owu peaple

could not give an accurate figure of the dead. The fact that their dead were immediately
buried also made accuracy in terms of the Fumbcr of deaths unattainable,
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Abstract

The studyinvestigatedthe marketing of for,

international market. It was found out that forage marketing and

livestock trading are done by traders from the northern part of Nigeria.

The study also symbolizes the importance of hay business if closely

monitored and encouraged by policy makers; can reduce the incessant
rd al farmers. Findings of the study

f people in the household helped

age sellers were Muslims working

ages in Lam Adesina

labor supply and religion (most for
in conjunction with livestock traders most of whom were from the
Northern part of Nigeria where Muslims abound) had positive effect on
forage trading. The total tax paid was significant at 5% but with a
negative sign indicating that the higher the tax the lower the net profit,

showing that tax authorities should introduce progressive taxation in
order to help forage marketin £

Introduction

Forages become imperative when top quality feeds or pastures are in
short supply or totally not available.Forage is a plant material (mainly
plant leaves and stems eaten by grazing livestock. Historically, the
term forage has meant only plants eaten by animals directly as pasture,
crop residue, or immature crops, but it is also used more closely to
include similar plants cut for fodder and carry to the animals especially
as hay or silage.https://en.wik|pedia.0r,q/wiki/ Forage). They may come
in different forms like (he haylage, herbage, grasses, browse (which is
twigs or shoots with or without leaves, flowers and fruits or shryps,
trees or vines).legumes and fodder. Forages can be economically
relevant when considered as, veritable components of a Sustainable




