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the affairs of Africa for years (Ibeanu and Lowu, 2007). In cvery democratic system,
election stands 10 answer the fundamental question of who occupies a political seat. It
aiso resolves the disputes among political clites by enthroning a popular government,
Since Nigeria's independence in 1960, her clectoral process and state powers have
fargely been subiceted 1o selection. The  fundamenial issue confronting  the
democratization process in Nigeria has been linked with the inability to conduct free and
fair clection. Virtaliv all e clections conducted in Nigeria since her independence have
been characterized by one form of irregularity or the other. except for the 1993 and 2015
general elections that were 2iven a pass mark by the international communities and
observers. This poses little prospect for democratic consolidation as the basic institutions
of democratic governance remain vulnerable to manipulation (Ibeanu and Egwu, 2007).

Politics. in the actual sense of it has been regarded as the strugele for power
among the actors. These individuals or group of actors pursue conflicting desires on
public issues. The vimest aim of the victorious in the struggle is to authoritatively
allocate values, setting of cconomic, social and political agenda for the society (Davies,
2014). On ihe contr: v the tendency of grecdiness rather than patriotism has resulted in
Nigeria icaders seeiny politics as a means of exploitation and self-aggrandizement, While
the Nigerian populace craves for a leadership to Iift them out of cconomic and social
doldrums, the political ciites maintain mercantilism as their waichword. They do
everything in the hope of monetary gains and kickbacks (Uyi. 201 0).

IUis a truism that the electoral system itself cannot guarantee the gemands of
Nigerians. as the eiectora] body saddled with the responsibility of conducting free, fair
and credible clections has never been truly independent. Their mode of establishiment
makes them a pait of the executive arm (Danjibo. 2007.

This assertion corroborates the statement of the former Chairman INEC, Attahiru
dega. that in Nigeria. political parties budget to bribe securtiy and INEC officials. This is
a very serious challense 10 our u'vnmcr;lc_\' (Hakeem. Suzanne, and Ufo, 2013). Politics in
Nigeria is becoming an avenue w here money bags and politicians invest to pursue their
selfish interests. It has become 2 platform where the highest bidders determine who
contreds the steering wheel of state atfairs. Money is explicitly regarded as the Tubricant
of politics. For any candidate desirous 10 contest and win i an clection, such candidate
hest bidder. No doubt. the trend of vote buying in Nigeria's political

musi be the |
date
Close observaiion of the phenomenon of money politics and vote buyving in
s political comiext. has shown that the practice has been encouraging politicians
dge i corrupt practices. The situation paves wav for financial demand of
clectorates and enhances politenl participation in the country. Monev politics and vote
buying in the Niecria solitical process have taken a center stage. The practices have made
the money bags and politicians 10 continue 1o dominate and decide who controls the
power and allocate the resources of a state. Ihe noticeable problem associated with the

o

landscape pers

Nige

o ind

practice is the over bearing intluence of the political lords on Nigeria electoral process.
The implication is the enthronement of unpopular governments which have been
hampering democratic sumival in Nigeria,

In view of the forcooine backeround analvsis. the main thrust of this paper is 10
ENne money politics vote buving in Kwara State, Nigeria. assess the factors that
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account for its continual practice and drav out its implications on good governance in
Kwara State and draw conclusions and recommendations that will stem the tide.

The Concept of Money Politics and Vote Buying

Money politics and vote buying is becoming a phenomenion in Nigeria's clectoral
process. It has become a strong instrument used by influential individuals and wealthy
politicians to secure their selfish interests in the electoral process, particularly in the
Nigeria context. The adoption of the policy was as a result of the central role that money
plavs in politics. It is impossible to analyze Nigerian politics since her independence
without recourse to money politics and vote buying. The practice today has become the
centrepiece of African politics. Hence, it has been defined as cash and carry politics
(AKogun, 2013). The phenomenon in the Nigeria electoral process has been described as
a situation whereby contenders for elective positions use money or money is used on their
behall as an inducement to sway their support. This is done without persuading the
electorales to vote according to their wish and conviction but on the force of money that
has changed hands (Ovwasa, 2013} Related to this is vote buving which was analvsed as
an economic exchange between the candidates and the electorates. That is to sav. the
contenders buy and the citizens/electorate sell votes as they buy and sell vital items in the
market (Fredrick Charles and Andrea, 2005 cited in Ovwasa, 2013). The acts of money
politics and vote buying become a contractual agreement between the contenders of
political offices and electorates who are willing and ready to give out their votes in return
for money. In most cases the electorates enter into negotiation with the congestants and
the highest bidder secures the ballot. Where the contestants invest their money to secure
the electorates. the highest bidders usually carry the day. The implication of this is that,
the opposition becomes prone to double jeopardy. Thev are denied access to the
government and the resources invested go down the drain. They equaliv suffer the loss of
all other political posts as they would not be compensated for their money invested.

Still on vote buving, Abduirahman, Danladi and Sanni (2016), opine that it is a
process where voters” conscience and views are manipulated to the advantage of the
political partics” candidates in an election through the use of maney or other materials
things to induce and appeal to the clectorates directly or indirectly. Parties and candidates
buy vote by offering particularistic material benefits to voters. Candidates may gencraily
aspire o purchase political support at the ballot box in accordance with the idea of
markcet \_\L]mllli(. (Bettsech and Akpoo. 2015). As an implication, the majority of the

clectorates are ahway s denied the opportunity to vote tor the candidate of their choiee. To
be sure, Saliu and Lipade (2008) argued that:
A great chunk of population is excluded from the mainstream political process due
to mstitutionalized social and cconomic constraints. For instance. the emphasis on
certificd education and acquisition of properties obvicusly put the elite in more
vantage position to dominate the vast majority.

Politicians were known to distribute Ankara (clothes), T-Shirts, caps and badges with
party cmblems, food stlf and sundry items, to voters at political rallies. There was no
funding by individual candidates to win elections as obtained currently in lhu
political activities of the candidates (Ovwasa, 2013). Money and politics in Nigeri

huge
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quite revealing. It shows the domination of electoral politics in the country by the
moneyed clites. One reason for the face-off between decent governance and the other
option is money. How do vou win a Nigerian election for an unknown candidate in only a
ew months, facing an entrenched opponent? The answer is: you probably need a lot of
money (Collier, 2009 cited in Adetula, 2015). In the actual sense. the politics and vote
buying is not pecutiar to Nigeria alone: it was entrenched in England in the 19" and 20"
centuries. it has also taken a central stage in France, Philippines, Feuador. In Taiwan,
vote brokers typically approach relatives. friends and neighbours. Thailand borrows a
simular leaf. Ixample of this is the 1992 election in Thailand. During campaign, workers
for one candidate sought in each village to recruit the person best piaced to deliver
suppoit. generally someone with significant social status in the village (Callaban. 200,
cited in Ovwasa. 2013). In the actual sense, money politics is basically how clections are
financed. Political parties or candidates directly or indirectly bribe voiers and electoral
officers.

Danjibo and Abubakar (2017) simply defined vote buying as the exchange of
votes for money or any maierial benefits either actual or potential. Following this
argument, they classitied vote buying into various forms. Among these are:

a. Direet inducement of the electorates with money to influence votes in favour of a

particular political party or candidates,

b Inducement of local political elites with money or materials in order to gain the
block vote of a particular constituency.

¢ Providing wands or electoral constituencies with materials such as clothing.
toodstuff with the intention of getting their votes.

d. Paving political thugs 10 intimidate and harass the electorates o force them to
vote for a particular political party or candidate,

e Paying sccurity agents 1o aid in electoral fraud,

o Paving cicctoral ofiicials 1o aid in electoral traud,

e Paving political thugs to snateh ballot boxers.

h. Purchasing cars or motorbikes. building houses and providing contracts for

traditional rulers and local elites in order to get the votes of their subjects. among
others. (Danjibo and Abubakar, 2007).

Indeed. when o candidate is sure of Josing an election, his or her members or followers
votes are traded for position in the regimes of the winners. The greatest fosers are the
ordinary musses. those volers whose faith and mvestment in the system are hijacked and
subverted. because money. not their will, are made the determining factor i elections
(Adetule. 20691 This makes palitics in Nigeria become a business project always
transacted by the powerful oligarchs in Nigeria. The idea of money politics and vote
buying makes it possible for politicians to hijack the electoral process in Nigeria.
Notonly in Nigeria. a study documented a quantum jump in election costs in the
United States over o fourteen-vears period. From slightly over US $1.6 billion in 1998,
election expenses rose 1o over US$6.8 billion in 2012, Monies spent by presidential and
congressional candidates. political parties and independent interest groups trving to
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influence federal elections (Bawa. 2014:61). He avers that Barack Obama’s campaign
team generated over US $2.6 billion. It is there! ore a truism that:
I you do not have money, you cannot be able to massively campaign through the
media, you can hardly be able to buy guns or give bribe, no matter how acceptabie
your program is to the public. Money pIrl\(\ an important role because of the
mnup nature of the clection process in Ni igerian politics which. in nearly all
cases. is devoid of ethical conduet (Wakili, 7 Zango and Muhammed. 2008: 62 cited
m Bawa, 2014 61).

It suffices 1o say that there s a clear line of demarcation between electoral and
political process of the third world countries and that of the advanced socicties. Most
politics in advanced societies are practiced under the ambit of the law. Political parties
finance campaigns in accordance with the electoral act. It is against the act for an
mdividual to donate a huge amount of money to a party’s campaign and other electoral
activities, Meanwhile, politics in the third world nations is excessively 1'10ﬂLti/Ld
especially in Nigeria where politics has become cash and carry. The policy has turned to

negotiation between the politicians and the clectorates in Nigeria.

Historical Emergence of Money Politics and Vote Buying in Nigeria

Monev )Ohl]\_\ and vote buving is becoming a common practice among many
politicians today in Nigeria and the world at large. The practice became known in the 19
and 20" ¢ entury in England. France and is common mda\ in the Philippines and Feuador,

In Tatwan, voters. molxux typicaily approach refatives, friends and neighbours. The

™

same strategy was ziclupim in Thailand (Caltaham, 2000 cited in Ovwasa, 2013), He cited
the example of 1992 clections conducted in Thailand; during campaig puoplc were
emploved as campaign workers for a candidate in cach Vl”d"(.‘ Lo recruit ma person best
placed 1o deliver support, senerall y with significant social status in the village.

The phenomenon became common practice in Nigeria as it is in many countrics.
Private interests groups and political action committee which seck policy goals and
legisations to server their narrow., private needs continue to use ali the micans al their
disposal. including money, 1o solidify or expand their influenice on the eleeted officials
and clectorates (Wright, 1983). The practice became necessary in Nigeria becanse of the
mability of Nigerian politicians to fulfill their campaign promises. The deceit became
important for the politicians in order o remain relevant in politics,

By extension. Sehner (1973 o pines that money has become the mother mjik of
politics which political gladiators must drink to remain in business, lndud, the practice
became pronounced during the Second Republic in Nigeria in 1979, It was fuclled by the
reeime of oil boom during the military cra of Gowon (Davies. 2014). e avers that
wealthy: Nigerians who made their money during civil war. who supplicd arms and
ammunitions, including individual contractors who were involved in the I'ederal
fovernment reconstruction projects. embiaced the practice and adopted it as alternative
means of business,

Meanwhile, during the civilian regimes of the 19605 and 1970-1983, use of
money took forms of negligible pockets of “vote buving’ and direct government illeoal
clection financing (Bawa,

i e stresses further, that it erew to more widespread
undertaking during General '|mmm\ Babangida’s military administration.

182
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Priorw the emergence of money politics and vote buying in Horin and the entie
Kowvara state. there oxist some personalities who were in forefront of Kwara politics.
ncluding Albaji Yusuf Amuda Gobir. Sule Maitw, Buhari Edun. 1S Olawoyin, 1.C.
Ekunrin among others. They were ail amiable philunthropists and patrons (Animasaun,
2016 and Akogun. 201350 71). They were not wealthy in terms of money but contributed
to community development through provision of jobs community development and
provision ol contracts to their friends and other individuals, They were rich in characte
service and integrity. Despite their :.!CL\.\S to neoney. they were net interested in wealt i

acquisition: rather they were interest v eoninuniiy development and also tarshed the

people with information that would iead o development of their communities.

Animasaun (2013: 226) recalls that Yuese! Amuda. through  his  federal
appointment obtained from several peopie varioes forms of public service patronage.
Meanwhile, the fikes of Olawovin Maito among others did not amass wealth but enjoved
the support of many people. Theugh Simoh (1994) cited in Animasaun (2613) argues that
within the same period fate Dr Olusola Saraki was alveady makin:, generous donations o

nthropist popularized
iful and man of the masses. He was accorded the
accolade base on succor he provided for his peopie. Late Olusola Saraki. outsmarted his
compeers wiho wanted the leadership position bestowed on them based on the perceived
anti-ITorin policies of Brisadier Lasisi Bamigbove™s administration in Kwara State (Saliu.
Pilot Newspaper 20160 1)

Indeed.

the execution of community proje ts. The demise of the above pi

Dr Olusola Sarakio as a wood. mer

Late Saraki started his policy of philanthropy through his intervention
that included provision of water tanker for fetching water by the people of florin and
environ, provision of free medical care for the people. some medicai bills paid for the
sick. funcral bills for the dead. gifts of clothes and handbags for estranged housewives,
provision of bicycles. road construction, scholarships. bread making (when it was scarce
in Horin by extension. fate Saraki asserted that. “the ore ness of'a man is in rec wmnun
of his contribution towards the development of his arca be it in cash or in kind™.
2016: 11, Akocun, 20135, Shuaib, 2013:3).

To many political observers, contributions to the uplift of his people and the
entite communily  were regarded as political motivation rather than his act of
philanthropy. He snceceded in outsmarting his compeers hecause of what Ojo and Lawa!
(2011: 188) consider as Late Saraki’
truism that one cannot give

“unlimited aceess to unlimited finance™. It s a
e/she does not have. One would admit that [ ate
sy intervention in the welf;
his people. iHIuL.\H.t:J,i\ having always been keenly interested in current ¢

Saraki’s fortune in politics was as a result of his tirel: s off

especially the policies and programmes of sovernment as they impacted people’s liv
1

wasn’t upon onr et (Cited in ate Saraki's autobiography, 2013:12). In 1964,
contested inw Feder

i ouse of Representatives and lost. Late Saraki re-strategized ag
and reapoeaied in '{Ilm\ again {rom grassroots in Kwara State with a

(Shuaib, 20 his phifanthropist sctivities assisted him in

20y He avers that

people’s suppot By ontension. bt ])[ Olusola Saraks admitted that

vt b |

301 about Nigerta, You inus! ny
o them. Hsten w them by npes

1

Fhose leasons st
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i :
o, ul & the second dosubequentty oy vewrs of sethve
;‘- ) Suraki cited I Abubakar Olusola Saraki’s autobiography.
C. y
i
L‘[-: i pertient 1o note that a feader who is not capabic ot bailing out his peopic
i from : able to provide stomach mittastructure for the people, may ot
':'L' achicve of Nis people. Therefore. one might argue that Jae Saraki's
H phitosophy of domiration of Kwars politics can be linked 1o money politics. Akogun
he (2005730 vecount that i there s any issoe that s entirely: Kwaran in origin and now
remaips oue contihition (o national history of partisan politics. it is money politics.
al Kwara state s oriz and the major advocates m s Turther that the rot
i started sinee when people of Kwara staic bave always been bought at a price and
- money. chaap money is the price. in 1979, late Olusola Saraki became an household
4l name i pohities: he contested for Senatorial seat and eventually won and became the
e Sendte feader o the platform ol National Party of Nigeria (NPNY. Late Saraki was one ol
:d the grand tounders of NPN. He made tremendous financial contribution 10 the formation
= and suceess of the
.- i a known fact that Tate Olusola Saraki through his wealth became a
8 Ringmaker b kowarn State. As rightly observed by Lawal (2003:209) Kwara State’s
& CXPUTICHe f gt niigue in view of the domineering influence of Dr. Olusola Saraki in
the politics ot e stte. He has become an indisputable kingmaker of Kwara State. By
| and Targe, Gleoand Fawal Q011 188) add weight o the thinking. that there has never
i been ainyone vwio his become “somebody in Kwara State politics such as Governors.
? Ministers isstoners. Ambassadors. Members of National and State House of
” Assemb Fitmbers. Councils and Commission at the State and Federal 1 ovels,
& Focal Conernrn Chairman and Councilors among others who have not gone through
h the Tare Sarak: o process or nominated by kinamakers. To be sure. | ate Olusala Saraki'«
- domp < kewara Polities Jed (o the enthronement of five suceessive state
Governors i 19720 he was instrumental 1o the - feetoral victors of ke Alhaji Adunno
5 Aftain ol e NN Cliel C0 Adebavo of Unity Party of Nigera (UPN). In 1983, Alhuji
I, Maohar B abaitagiwas elected on the platform of SDP (Social Demoeratie Pariy
99, and § e al Mohammed Afabi Lawal (Rid) 1999 on the platiorm of
: thi his biotogical son suceeeded Governor Fawal (2003 2007)
f cople’s Demoeratic Party (PDP). Bukola Saraki ruled {or two

bocame the first time i the histors of Kwara Polities that 4

imears.
wwd by Qo and Lawal (22001 that tate Dr Olusola Saraki lost

as the presidential 11

Wils

his bid 1o th

@ bearer of All Progressive Party (APP) in

the 27 el

dential clection, This made Olusola Sarahi o snap his

ure
directive o his weeming supporters 1o swiit their support for the
oo Suddeniy the whole votir

presidential clecioe i Kvwars

and give
Apposition pattern changed and PDP won the
State with wide margin. No wonder, T ate Olusola Saraki
ol ew spaper i

SELUCS B3 s i

Py Ece s e

ciection since T foined politics about fors seven yvears

¢ heen tising

Ny money Lo contest tor clective offices wnd 1o

S el M0
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By and daroe. the friction between the duos became a serious crisis to 1he extent
that they uttimawelr determined and slogged it ot The patron (Olusola Sarakiy and cliem
(Mohammed Alabi Im\.l') both deplosed all means at their disposal 1o prosecute lhc
crisis, Late Saraki deploved vast resources. manpower and poelitical tactics to exceute the
crisis: while Late Lawal deploved state resources. power n!‘mumahcnc_\.. state apparatus
{security agentsi and political thugeery w aekie the erand master. One wonid

Akoe

money was the line Governor Mohammed Tawal Bot then i he had money ke the

e with

201507 hat the only pelincian who had been able w d..l/k. the godinl

wer with

sodbither, Ji Late Olusola

Be nnderstand the scienee of spending it like the patron?
tic

Sarahi’s political domineering influence in Kwara poli

s owas uiigue inthe sense tat he

id dethroned any political office holder within the state Conseauent upon his
Mi b

enthroning

used his Al

ne SUSCUssiVe \_\\l[h 1 {iL\\LH"U!\ tn I\\\ ara stale from
1

}L)' O z(, 20t e S

o wizardm in

! ! ROVETors with
case, They were Fate Adamuy _\.Hmm in 1983 and Late Rear Muhammed Alabi Lawal in
2003

s mxpmh-ﬂt o note that }.\\filiui::l}\ such incumbe

i political office helders

wha by

{Governors ideniss ministers. amone oth

©oabways had access

uncarmed incon \u«:ui money reekiessh on lw\'u es. This is because they have cas

aceess and control on the stane’™s treasury, With such huee amount of money. the ind

and even the electoral «
s. presiding oftficers, ;)\\Hiﬂg cle 'L\ ven the
oppusition party agents. It is sometimes cven cheaper o influence the INEC ni[]cer',\

VOLEIs. seeurily

collation ot

N, iL\flilr}? SUPErVisy

They bribe them and also provide logistics such as vehicles, senerstor sets, food and

drinks in form of assistance. In actual sense of it all. these inducements do not reach the
clectorates who were masses. but few who made themselves available 1o stuffed balloi
boxes and snaiching of ballot boxes and political thuggery.

Factors Responsible for Money Polities and Vote Buving in Kwara State
polities betore N

seria’s independence was basicaliy centered on issues
These 1ssues were based on the commitment of par

aspirations an

s and candidates to nationalist

u'\ ol ensuring self-government. The situation wok another dimension

duri al elections as the political leaders spent money 10 ensure the

g the
suecess of i ckicl, 2008:37). He neted further that the practice of mone

ise of office became noti

LiaA ey
| ;
| al i

polities, voue 1 what ;u.n!.wm dowi

' v diverting p blic funds for party
Jan politicians and mone

public fund-

financ v fact that Nig
seison of u!uu!iun\' to mvest their money and NJ

order 1o ~ecure the support of the masses to ensure the victony
1

awaiting

clection,

Fhouahe the sitwation has become sucrosanct in Nigert:

State w e wed the course.

niental question that keen observers of nolitics m

mterested s wshat are the factors that aceoun

tes and vote busing in

roned on dilfere tiinds

Kwara stare s Sioce it is o nﬁm'v\’ :‘huamn:!‘:-w
d

sensditions that make the environent

Dansantos rn by e In

COR
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At spur vote buvin

ac Poves on personality rather than issees: Most of the candidaies during canipai

ton o this is that political parties and the

wernanee: o CADLENR \\l‘l.\ cr

Vol 10 Na [(178-194), 2018

al fuctions within the jurisdiction for an an

ged among us. do not sell their votes,

He avers than when vou pet these three conditions workine together. they become the

Vet Pavies (2014 423) identifies 4 number of factors. Among these

woationtion of their electorates avway from political parties 10 themselyes

ir messages become sy

be the wmabiny of political parties and the contestants 1o put i place
ehansive and comprehensible manifestoes that would enable the electorate
to-make a rational choice,
¢ The penchant of paliticians 1o strive o win clections, even at the party primary
fevel at all cost makes desperate contestants 1o engage in all sorts of malpractices
includiag ofiering financial and material inducement to voters. Working on the
i gerian politicians have been known to distribute food
consumable materials 10 voters shortly before the elections and
y ction Day. Contrary 1o the provision of the extant electoral law
©
ol d : ¢ legislation that puts any ceiling on  financial
s poliical partios and candidates by eroups or individuals
=2 s opereeption. greatiy reinforced by obscene display of opulence by
cohalders is amassing wealth from the public treasury. s seens
103, thened the resolve of raany voters to sell their votes to the highest
l‘i‘w‘n Ohasanjo and Mabounje, 1992:6) cited in Davies (2014: 423)
R f al cveicism on the part of soters: This is finked 1o anfulfilled promises
b the wineers of the pest clections. Phis asking for money {rom the
:1‘:&] Hes CEmv e g for votes is equivadent o asking Tor a pav-off. another w an

oxwinch the people recein e their own share of the national cake.

ber e other scholars sueh as Dheanu and Eawu identilied some fetors
that are responsible for philosophy of money polities by the politician. These are:

i v oo peliticat parties which give way for maney politics and vote
o Niveria's electorad system. They areue that political partics have
ined mstitutionally fragile and can hardly perform the routine functions

: RN i}
i be RO, T S e d
expected b them i o Hedaline demoeracy
12 S :
i
INLEREN
; A i T 4wy X R
e o Lutorsig e domo
ML ¥

is trail democracy in

often asserts that Nigeria is still undergoing some

1¢0
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utorshap indemoceratic governance, In their arcument. the political class deens
1 = &

2006: 100 1 is a

¥

wselias passing through a phase of political learning (John.

i political fearning is an important process which a country like Nigeria
which had passed through a prolonged period of military rufe must undereo in

order 1o perfeet or at least improve on its practice of democracy. Berno (1992

clarificd. political fearning as the process through which people modify thei
potitical beliefs and tacties as a result of severe crisis. frustration and democratic

nenvirenment

pi hmpaticnee e the part of political actors:

oy some politicians. especialiv the political actors or political

eopratect and merease their interest politically, they cireumyent thie

cenie ivetion). because of their desperate desire.

s A1 i important 1o figure out the factors that are peculiar o

b 1 e

i

Lo Cashein on the poverty of the people: Nigerian politicians are well known tor

distributing foodstaitl clothes and other consumable materials 1o voters shortiy

beloie the clections and sometimes on Election Day (Ojo. 2008:119). The
instances when candidare threw some money into the air during campaien rallics
nuhe people to seramble for it and get injured in the process. Though money Iy

1o

ol howara polities, the highest bidder i an election carries the day.

. 1 +

One wenld apree with the keen observers of Kwara polities that with the decline

the lanue:

ol veononiic fortune of Late Olusola Saraki, such as the collapse of !

s bank an

LArosty relationship widy the overnor, the aaira pipe dricd up (Saliu, 20141:01-92)

ther that what was available to the political icon was not such that

could have won the electoral battle for him. Durine the critical times MOy

evan expected from unfikely source to change the course of the war against him,
o Povarty beconmes one of the strong indicators of money poiitics in kwara Stale,

The alarming rate of poverty in the country especially in Kwara siate caused by

eediticas on the part of leadership in the state. poor implementaiion ol

ccenoniic poiicies, conpled with sittight syndrome in the state, has made mena

naliies and vote

buying to have gained eround in Kwara state. Ogbunsere

Ching costends that those in high places do not want o return objection atter
|

service. And that people seek public office o initiate 2 change of financial state

docthity among the people i Kwara State, [t is a hnown fact e

P Rowara state are generally docil leaders to task. Whee -
Boorasbad ent by the leadess i power ssoaeeepied without peop
erresstion his enlture of | ated our politics of robust en

wolors show ad for anspareney and e

Boneking process {Saiin

. ; : |
vt ok peele 1 the nodiey e
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Htorin Joirnal of Sacinlugy ol 10 No (17,

wer that polarization of the ¢itivens into two has made it ditficult
¢k o seeure rapid development of the state,
i

poticy of the society: Indewd, politics in Nigeria has been

ot the state: no enduring

paitited by SNvandiji (20040 87) as over pohticiza

> exsteniand goverment is in place. Ake (0 d ) cited in Avandiji (2004: 87)
adds weicht w the thinking that the problem of’ Nigveria today is the over

politicizauon of social life. We are intoxicated with paolitics. the premium on

political power is 5o high that we are prone to take the most extreme measures (o

sostain political power. The peculiar case of Kwara state is clite

winoand e

sttt which i< taflored  along family dynastv. The dvnasiy has been
amily - As & matter of fact, each

mercennected that it encompasses the entir

wihn

1 wer o influence the course of jparty politics in the state. The
dynusty has become so interconnected to the extent that several attempts o
cadinpse the struciure have been met with sttt resistance.

Late Olusola Saraki's hegemony in Kwara State was a result

v Personality Factor:
Phe Rwara State experience is quite unigque i view of the
Kiin the politics of five successive
boAUevery turn, the candidates

domineering influence of late Dr. Olusola Sar:

civilian gosernors of the state (Lawal. 2005

igns draw the attention of the electorates away from political parties

The consequence of this political partics and their

miessages bevome less important to the electoraies (Davies. 2014). By extension.

the candidates along with late Saraki appear on their campaign banners and
fie tmplication of this is that any candidate that secures the node of jate
: i he

vie fara pelitical post awtomaticiliy becomes the candidate of ih

~ 1~ becituse all manner of inducemc, . watild be made available by the

SR s o Bier victory in the election. Women and vouths take the

thix situation in Kwara state. because of their inability 10 access

Pmplications on Demoertic Goverianee in Kwara Stie

o money politics and vore Busing in Kwara Staie e

woon demoeratic governance. In facl I1ovwedhens the

chy contributing 1o the decay of democrs

limited w the following;

Wy the state, These

e S corruption as the moreybags will definitely prevail on e

wlica

fers o make returms on their “vestinent” This can be in form

e treasurs, over imvoicing, contrac mobidization without

CNUCHTINT L arthe oxpense of development
| i

i oncoumues Hepotism

monevbags will determine whe aer v hat when and

steage on the clected officisis 10 be appomted into
]

<L efces arorder 1o spread the wentacles of their influence in the
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it Based on the above points. it will discourage good governance as political office
holders will be responsible and accountable to the moneybags instead of the
clectorate.

iv. On a gencral note. jt makes politics not appealing to those who might have
contributed positively to the development but could not withstand the reality of
becoming stooge to political moneybags and godfathers. In addition. a number of
people may decide not 1o vote as they may believe their votes will not count since
the moneybags in most cases determine the electoral outcome. Theretore, i
encourages political apathy and low voter trnout.

vooAbove alll it weakens institutions of governance. Legislature becomes rubber
stamp as both executive and legislature receive directives from the moneyhags

By so do

the legislature cannoi perform oversight on the executive and will

be incapacitated 1o cheek the excesses of the executive Legislature becomes

moneybags” assembly rather than people’s assembly.

Conclusion and Recommendation

From the foregoing. the peper has estabiished the link between money politics
and vote buving. It also established the fact that the act is not peculiar to Nigeria and
Kwara State alone rather it is a global phenomenon: though its dimension i Kwara State
is alarming and disturbing 1o political analysts and cbservers as a result of the tuct that it
serves as hindrance o socio-political and economic development. It is on this note that
this paper recommends among others that INEC should enforce its law on electoral
spending by establishing a separate Unit to prosceute alleged offenders and those who
engage in vote buying (both the sellers and the buvers). It will not be out of place if the
government estabiishes special courts to trv electoral issues in which the issues of money
politics wnd vore buying will be put undes i Jurisdiction,

In addition, the security agencies should assist INFC in enforcing the faws
without fear or favour regardless of the cconomic, social political status of the
violators. 1t will be better for the country at large and N - wa State in particular it
politicians could develop the political will to abide In 1 ruies of the game. Politics

see as a “do or die” affair that will /o L the utilization of crook mcans.
o ot see politics as imvestmant bt can vield returns, Finally, the
S (NOA) :

rigorous and catensive political edueation on the danger of vote buying an
=4 1 ¢ -

toconjunction with INEC should emba

[

implication on the Miture ot the country and the wencrntion vet unborn. By so doiie, chen
it the vote buyors are willing 1o pay. nobody or tev ey peeple will be interested
!

therr vore, This will

lirgely makes it an unvinbic and unpioductive vernture
mMoneyhiaos,
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