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IMPACT OF SCHOOL CONSERVATION CLUB
MEMBERSHIP ON SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS’
BEHAVIOUR IN 0JO, LAGOS STATE, NIGERIA

H. O. Owolabi

Department of Arts and Social Sciences Education, University of llorin, llorin, Kwara Stare,
Nigeria

Sola Aletan

Department of Educational Foundation, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos, Nigeria

Ogunjimi Mayowa O.
Department of Educational Psychology, Guidance and Counselling, Adeniran
Ogunsanya College of Education, Otto-ljanikin, Lagos, Nigeria.

This study aimed at determining the impact of school conservation club membership on students’ behaviour.
The study was designed to compare the behaviour of members and non-members of school conservation club
in the area of knowledge of environmental conservation, attitude to environmental conservation and involvement
in environmental conservation. The impacts of school type, gender and stream on environmental conservation
behaviour of students were also investigated. A sample of 575 secondary school students consisting of 275 of
the school conservation club members and 300 non-members, was drawn from six randomly selected private
and public secondary schools with functional conservation clubs in Ojo local government area of Lagos State.
Data analysis shows that there is a significant effect of club membership, stream of class and school type on
students’ knowledge, attitude and involvement in environmental conservation. Members of school conservation
clubs performed significantly better than non-members on all the three aspects of environmental conservation
behaviour investigated. It was also observed that gender does not significantly affect students’ knowledge, attitude
and involvement in environmental conservation. Since establishment of a functional school conservation club
has been linked to positive environmental conservation behaviout, all schools should be encouraged to have 1t.
Other states should take a cue from Lagos State as this is a significant way of promoting learning cutside the
classroom. ;

INTRODUCTION relatively short life span of human beings, they desire

The entire human life cycle occurs on the surface of 1O g€t the best out of life as they interact with one

e o i —
S

carth. The earth, which is the 5% largest of the anotheras individuals or groups of individuals at family,

sun’s satellite, supports life. The capacity of the earth’s community, national or international levels.

seructure to support plant, animal and human life is The quality of life which human beings enjoy has
Zue to its solid surface and its gaseous atmosphere. It been linked with the quality of the environment in
< within this narrow shell where these three features which they live (Olaniran, 1994). However, the human
-ome together that life exists, depends on, interacts desire and need to explore and exploit their

sith and exchanges materials and energy with its environment and its resources have obscured their

ovironment (Benarde, 1973). (ambiquous) During the  appreciation of the fact that they are but just a part of
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the component units of the environment. Thus, thetr
activities could have positive or negative impacts on
their environment, health, wealth, welfare and the
general quality of life. What they do necessarily attect
the other components of the environment (NEST,
1991; Okebukola, 1993; Petters, 1995). Every keen
obsetver of cities, country sides, shores, hills, valleys
and other features in their immediate environment will
notice that a direct casualty of the increasing interaction
of human beings and exploitation of earth’s natural
resources is the very environment on which they
depend to support their very existence. Globally, human
activities have resulted into various environmental
disasters such as; drought and deforestation, the ozone
layer depletion, flood and global warming, industrial
pollution, which has been responsible for highly
corrosive and poisonous acidic rain. This poisonous
acidic rain had destroyed buildings and several
important historical monuments; it had wiped off
aquatic life and caused vegetation to die off (Sharma,
1997: Botkin and Keller, 1998; IUCN, 2000).

At the local level, the rate of environmental
degradation has been very alarming. Aminu-Kano
(1999) asserted that Nigeria had already lost more than
95% of her original forest cover and had continued to
record a loss of more than three hundred and hifty
thousand hectares of this forest cover annually. The
consequences of this he highlighted as “disappearance
of various species of plants and wildlife, desertification,
gully or soil erosion and plural ecological crises. The
Nigerian Environmental Study/Action Team (NEST,
1991) in its comprehensive study of the environment
stated that Nigerian environmental problems include;
soil and coastal erosion, water and air pollution, oil

spillage, urban decay, industrial waste disposal, flooding,

deforestation, desertification, loss of bio-diversity and
food deficiency among others. All these had resulted
into large amount of financial material and human
wastage (NEST, 1991; Ogunseitan, 1991; Nwachukwu,
2002).

Moreover, Anya (2000) identified poverty as a
major cause of environmental problems. The poor as
a result of their economic status exhibit habits that
greatly contribute to environmental degradation. They
depend heavily on forest resources such as; “bush

meat” as protein supplement, wood for meeting
household cooking needs and gathering of secondary
forest products such as; wrapping leaves, chewing stick
in order to supplement the meager income they earn.
[n addition, marginal land is being overused because
of lack of financial support. Forest is being set on fire
as cheaper means of bush clearing and harmful
chemicals are used to catch fishes in the rivers. All these
increase degradation of the environment and loss of
bio-diversity (NEST, 1991).

As a result of their search for “greener pasture”,

people move into cities such as; Lagos, Ibadan, Port
Harcourt etc. and crowd together in slums where cost
of accommodation may be affordable without the
availability of basic infrastructures. The consequence
of which has always been further degradation of the
city environment and spread of diseases (Adara, 1993).
For instance, the city of Lagos is so hjghly populated
that people are faced with problems of accommodation,
traffic congestion, poor health, insufficient refuse
disposal and toilet facilities. There were litters of paper,
nylon and other materials everywhere. This lead
sometimes to the blockage of drainage system which
eventually causes flooding of the environment, and
increases environmental degradation (Nwachukwu,
2002).

In addition, there is a weak political will power to
implement measures that could abate environmental
problems. Several environmental laws have been
promulgated at the national and state levels but the
enforcement of these laws have been a problem.
Sanitation days have been legislated for people to
participate in cleaning their immediate environment
but it is not uncommon to find a large proportion of
the population relaxing at such designated period.
Aminu-Kano (1999), posited that unless something is
done, Nigeria would soon have nothing to show other
than decadence.

It has been observed that environmental degradation
is occurring at a fast rate, there are concerns directed
at ensuring preservation as a matter of priority on the
world’s political and economic agenda (Umoren, 1995).
Researchers have also identified that ignorance 1s one

of the chief causes of environmental problems

(Okebukola, 1993; Enukoha, 1995; Falayajo, 1996;
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Anya, 2000; & Sauve, 2003). They asserted that a lot
of people are unaware of the impact of environmental
degradation on human health, wealth and survival
especially in developing countries like Nigeria. This

view is also supported in a FEPA (1995) report ascribing
environmental degradation in the country to some
erroneous impression about the environment and its
conservation. The report goes on to blame the low
level of environmental awareness among Nigerians as
contributing to the increasing rate of environmental
degradation in Nigeria.

People everywhere have agreed on the fact that
education is an instrument for changing peoples’
attitudes, perceptions, interest and behaviour. Thus,
environmentalists and environmental educators had
continually advocated for the type education that would
change peoples’ beliefs, attitude, and behaviour about
environment. This kind of education had been referred

to variously as Environmental Studies, Outdoor

Education, Conservation Education, Ecological

education and Environmental Education (EE) (Ford,
1992; Petters, 1995; Sharma, 1997).

Literature reveals that there are as many definitions
of Environmental Education as there are individuals
attempting to define it and that there are wide varieties
of opinions as to what constitutes Environmental

Education. One of such definitions is that given by
the US Environmental Education Act (1970), which
defines it as an integral process which deals with man’s
interrelation with his natural and man-made surroundings.
[tis intended to promote among citizens the awareness
and understanding of the environment and responsible
action necessary to assure human survival while
improving the quality of life (USOEE, 1970). Inyang-
Abia (1995) desctibed Environmental Education as an
intervention strategy that is urgently needed in

addressing the myriads of ecological problems and
attendant human chaos. lozzi (1984) views that
environmental education should aim at changing
behavior, while Hines, Hungerford and Tomera (1986)
regard environmental education as an attempt to help
an individual to develop “responsible environmental
behaviour”. It seems that all these definitions tend to
bresent environmental education as a process targeted

at influencing human for the purpose of solving

environmental problems by initiating positive changes
in their knowledge, attitude and habit with respect to
the environment.

Given the background of ignorance of environmental
issues and conservation, Knight, Fagbayi-Mohammed,
Nobi and Lawal (1994) wondered how such an
education could be acquired in the absence of an organ
charged with the responsibility of educating citizens
and this, as they rightly reserved, led to the establishment
of the Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF). This
organ has developed in environmental degradation
intervention strategy in three areas: Policy Advocacy,
Environmental Education and Field projects (NCF,

1999). The environmental education programme of
the NCF is conducted through its Education
Department that is charged with planning, developing,
coordinating, implementing and evaluating the NCF’s
This

environmental education and awareness programme

Conservation LEducation programme.

is carried out through awareness, training, workshops
and seminars; the school programme, coramunity
education, research, curriculum development and
publication, Learning Resources and Materials Centre
(NCE, 2002).

According to an information bulletin of the NCF
(2000), the school programme 1s “the live wire of the
NCF’s education programme “since positive
environmental conservation behaviour are imbibed
eatly in life. The school programme is run through the
School Conservation Club which is coordinated by the
Education Department of the NCF. This School
Conservation Club programme according to Dosunmu
(1993) 1s described as a school-based, non-formal
environmental education intervention strategy aimed
at enabling students to imbibe environmental
conservation culture. The various programmes aimed
at achieving the goal of the school programme include
maintenance of nature parks, the annual National Art
and Essay Competition for students aged 5 to 18 years

in full-time education on environmentally related
themes, the commemoration of the World
Envionm entalD ay G of June of every year) with
the Flora and Fauna Fancy Dress Competition,
environmental quiz competitions, tree planting
programmes?, publication of books, magazines, leaflets
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and posters for school age children, and other actwities,
all with environmental conservation as a focus.

The school conservation club programme as an
intervention strategy of the NCF has the goal of
spreading information and knowledge about wildlife
and the environment to members of the communty.
It aims at making members understand the benefits
of conserving natural resources the country and her
people. A scrutiny of these aims indicates that they
are defined in cognitive terms. This observation is in
line with findings by Disinger.and Roth (1992) and
H ines ef al. (1986) that environmental education
programmes usually have the goals specified for them
to be limited to knowledge with the assumption that
behavioural and attitudinal changes follow directly from
the development of the necessary knowledge. At its
pilot stage, the School Conservation Club project was
trial-tested in 1989 in seven selected private nursery
and primary schools in Lagos State. Gradually, most
of the local education district in each local government
area of the state issued a directory concerning the
establishment of School Conservation Club in each
school. The club has thus been established in some
public and private secondary schools in Ojo local
government area of the state.

Dosumu (1993) stated that the effect of the school
gained knowledge of the environment makes an
individual to be aware of the great economic, cultural
and aesthetic value of natural resources, and to develop
a logical understanding of the need to conserve natural
resources for the benefit of the individual and the
country as a whole. It makes the individual to develop
the attitude that will minimize pollution and utilize
renewable and non-renewable resources. It gives the
individual knowledge of the uses and benefits from
biodiversity and theit application for alleviating poverty.
The individual will be able to preserve the full range
of Nigeria’s biodiversity, which includes species,
ecosystems, and genetic biodiversity, and be able to
promote the sustainable use of natural resources for
the benefit of the present and future generations.

Literature reveals that studies have been carried
out on the expected outcomes as well as factors capable
of influencing these outcomes of school-based
environmental education programmes. Mansaray,

Ajiboye and Audu (1998) reported a significant positive
relationship between membership of the conservation
club and environmental knowledge. Although no
measurement of any non-cognitive outcome was made,
they predicted a possible positive relationship between
membership in the conservation club and environmental
attitude. The implication of this is that incidence of
high level of environmental knowledge and more
positive level of environmental attitude are more likely
in members of the school conservation club in
comparison with their non-member counterparts. This
same view is supported in Defender and Earle’s (1997)
finding of a positive relationship existing between
participation in school environmental conservation
programme and environmental knowledge in a study
sample among United States of American students.
Studies have also focused on gender as a factor
that can affect the outcome of the club. Buethe (2002)
asserts that women are known to be closer to nature
than men and thus, “the consequence of environmental
degradation has a gender bias effect”. Mansaray, et al.
(1998) also reported a significant gender difference in
environmental knowledge in which male performance

‘was significantly lower than female. Audu (1997)

however reported no statistical difference between male
and female scores on environmental attitude as well as
environmental knowledge. Kola-Olusanya (2000) on
the other hand reported what he termed “an unusal
pattern” of females scoring higher than males in his
study of teacher’s knowledge of bio-diversity,
conservation and desertification. One may however
not be sure whether, females have more positive
attitude to the environment than males.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

School conservation clubs came into existence since
2003 in Ojo local government area of Lagos. Since
inception, they have been serving as an intervention
strategy for nurturing environmental literacy. The major
question therefore is whether belonging to school
conservation clubs has a significant effect on the
environmental behaviour of members. It is also
necessaty to find out whatever these clubs have been
achieving the aims or goals of their establishment? To
what extent are the clubs serving as an intervention

-
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strategy for nurturing environmental literacy? Hence,
it 1s with the aim of providing answers to these
questions that this study was conducted. Specifically
the study aim at determining the effect of the school
conservation club on the performance level of
members and non-members in environmental
behaviour. And to determine whether there is a
significant difference between the knowledge of
environmental conservation, attitude to environmental
conservation and involvement in environmental
conservation by members of the club and non-members.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The study sought to provide answers to the following
questions:

(1) What are the level of environmental conser-
vation knowledge of club members and non-
members?

(1) What are the attitude of the members and
non-members towards environmental
conservation?

(1) What are the level of involvement of members
and non-members in environmental
conservation?

(tv) Is there any significant difference in the
knowledge of attitude to involvement of
members and non-member

(v) Does club membership, stream of class,
school type and gender significantly affect
students’ knowledge, attitude to and involvement
in environmental conservation?

HYPOTHESES

(1) There is no significant effect of club membership,
stream of class, school type and gender on
students’ knowledge of attitude and involvement
in environmental conservation.

1) There is no significant interaction of club
membership, stteams of class, school type and
gender on student’s knowledge, attitude and
involvement in envitonmental conservation.

METHODOLOGY

This study is an ex-post facto research. No attempt
was made to manipulate any of the variables of interest

in the study as they had manifested ptior to the study.
The effects of four independent variables (Le. club
membership, school type, gender and class) were on
indicators of responsible environmental behaviour
environmental attitude, environmental habit and
environmental knowledge of secondary school
students.

The population of the study consists of all students
public and private secondary schools in Ojo local
government area of Lagos state and the target
population for the study consists of all the eighteen
private and twenty-three public secondary schools in
the local government with functioning School
Conservation Clubs. A simple random sampling was
conducted by ballot to select two private and four
public secondary schools. In each selected school, all
the members of the club were involved as sample due
to the fact that the members are few. The table below
gives the total number of club members in the different
sampled schools.

Table 1
Summary of Number of Members in Sampled Schools

No of

Members
School Type Sampled Schools Male Female Total
Private Kem’s College, Ojo 29 4 33
Royal Bell College, okoko, 30 11 41
Public Ajangbadi High School, Ajangbadi 23 > 28
Awori College, Ojo 34 16 52
Army Cantonment Sec. School 31 15 46
Government Sec. School, Tjanikin 51 24 75
L ATRE

Total 198

Likewise a random sampling of fifty non-member
students were selected across Press Club, Literary and
Debating Society, JETS Club, Man ‘O’ War and Young
Farmers Club, in each of the six sampled schools.
Hence a total sample of 575 students was selected for
the study. The sample comprises 275 conservation club
members and 300 non-members.

The instrument used for data collection was a
questionnaire titled “Responsible Environmental
Behaviour Questionnaire (REBQ) which was adopted
from NCF School Conservation Club programme
Success Indicator Scale (PSIS) (NCF, 2002). This
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questionnaire was divided into two parts: Part I
contains the students’ background information while
Part 11 has three sections namely environmental
conservation attitude, environmental conservation
involvement and environmental knowledge
respectively. The instrument in its draft form was

passed to experts in Environmental Studies in Lagos
State University, Ojo for content validity after which
recommended amendments were made. The corrected
version was subsequently trial tested in one of the
schools with a functioning Conservation Club to
determine the reliability co-efficient. Using Kudet-
Richardson’s (20) reliability coefficient of 0.76 was
obtained. The instrument was administered on
respondents by the researcher with the assistance of
the club coordinators in each of the selected schools
during the clubs and societies’ meetings. The students’
responses to each section in part two of the
questionnaire were rated accordingly. The data
collected were analyzed with the use of descriptive
statistics (mean and standard deviation for research
questions one, two, three and four) while Analysis of
Variance was used for testing the hypotheses.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The descriptive analysis of the respondents’
demographic data is shown in the table below:

Table 2
Summary of Respondents’ Profile

Categories
Variables Members % Non %
Members
GENDER Male 198 72 210 70
Female 77 28 920 30
CLASS ]S 900 32.73 65 21.67
SS 185 67.27 235 78.33
STREAM Science 68 306.76 96 40.85
Commercial 54 29.19 40 17.02
Arts 43 23.24 78 3319
Technical 20 10.81 21 8.94
RELIGION Christian 182 66.18 196 65.33
Muslim 93 33.82 104 34.67
Others % %o %o %

From the above table, greater proportions (72%)
of members of school conservation club were males

while 28% wetre females. This implies that more male
students ate involved in the School Conservation Club
activities. This finding is contrary to Buethe’s (2002)
assertion that women are closer to nature than men
and that females tend to be more involved in
environmental conservation activities. However, the
result supports the findings of Ibrahim (1982), who
observed that males are more concerned about
environmental issues than females. He stated that males
have the natural endowment to preserve the
environment and hence the reason behind having more
number of males in conservation activities than
females.

Results in above Table 2 also indicate that 67.27%
of the members and 78% of the non-members were
in the seniot secondary (SS) level whereas only 32.73%
of members and 21.67% of non-members were in the
junior secondary (JS) level. A possible explanation of
this observation is that most schools run the clubs and
societies as subject based clubs, which often are more
relevant at the SS level. The above results also indicate
that the club attracted students across all the streams.
Out of the SS students who are club members 36.76%
were in the science stream. This is followed by
commercial stream. This result seems to be consistent
with the findings of Audu (1997) who observed a
significant proportion of science students being
involved in environmental education programmes. The
fact is that the greatest proportion of students perceived
the conservation club as an extension of geography/
Agricultural Science Clubs and hence the involvement
of more of the students offering these subjects.

With respect to religion of the members and non-
members, Table 2 above indicates that the proportion
of Christians was consistently higher among members
(66.18%). The possible reason behind this could not
be far from the fact that greater proportions of
students’ population in secondary schools within the
local government were Christians, hence the reason
why the same pattern is observed in other clubs.

In order to provide answer to the research
questions on the knowledge attitude and involvement
of members and non-membets in environhmental

conservation, descriptive statistics were used and the
results are presented in the Table 3 below.
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Table 3
Result of Members’ and Non-members’ Knowledge,
Attitudes and-Involvement in Environmental Conservation

Members Non-Members

N-275 N - 300
Xo v SR X, 5D,
Knowledge Level 36.48 8.32 24.98 17.21
Attitudes 43.26 11.14 37.12 7.32
[nvolvement Level 48.21 9.72 4438 10.31

The result in the Table 3 above shows that the
members of the school conservation club have

knowledge of environmental conservation than the
non-members (X, = 36.48 2 X, = 24.98). The result
also reveals that score points of the members on the
environmental knowledge test are more close together
than the non-members (SD, = 8.32 < SD, =17.21).
Likewise, the result indicates that members of the club
have more attitude to environmental conservation than
non-members (X, = 43.26 2 X, = 37.12) even though
the score points of members deviate more than the
non-members (SD =11.14 2 SD,= 7.32). Concerning

the subjects’ involvement in environmental conservation,
the result shows that members of the club were more
involved in the environmental conservation than non-
members (X = 48.21 2 X = 44.38). This was also
shown in the spread of the score points (SD, = 9.72 >
SD,= 10.31). The above findings indicate that members
of the school conservation club have more knowledge,
attitude and involvement in environmental
consetrvation than the non-members.

In testing the research hypotheses, the result of
the Analysis of Variance were shown in the tables
belowr:

The results on Table 4 above shows that there is a
significant effect of club membership, stream of class
and school type on students’ knowledge of
environmental conservation (Q, F = 151.632, p < 0.01;
Q___:1 F=7.270. P < 0.05; Q3 F=21.232, p <0.001). The
result indicates that there is no significant effect of
gender on students’ knowledge of environmental
conservation (Q, F = 0.244, p > 0.05). This finding
reveals that the students’ knowledge of environmental
conservation is being determined by the membership

Table 4
Summary of ANOVA on Students’ Knowledge in Environmental Conservation
Source Type IIT Sum of Squares df Mean Squares ;i Sig,
Corrected Model 26562.226 25 106.089 19.217 .000°
Intercept 14282.226 1 14282.231 2587.020 .000°
Club Membership (Q)) 837.117 1 837.117 151.632 000°
Stream of Class (Q,) 120.423 3 40.141 7.270 004°
School Type (Q-)) 117.225 1 117.225 21.232 .000°
Gender (Q) 1.346 1 1.346 0.244 623™
Q1* Q2 92.581 3 30.860 5.589 006
Q1* Q3 29.590 1 29.590 5.359 023°
Q2* Q3 136.800 3 45.600 8.259 0025
Q1* Q2* Q3 42.115 1 42.115 7.628 012°
Q1* Q4 1.593 1 1.593 0.288 o)
22* Q4 22.509 3 7.503 1.359 262™
Q17 Q2* Q4 9.627 1 9.627 1.744 J91M°
23* Q4 1.75E-02 1 1.75E-02 0.003 e
17 Q3* Q4 0.000 0 . ; >
Q2% Q3* Q4 0.672 1 0.672 0.122 0.728Ns
217 Q2% Q3* Q4 0.000 0 i ; !
Error 3031.029 549 5.521 - -
Total 42470.495 575 - - -
_orrected Total 5683.255 574 - - -

- — Significant, NS — Not Significant
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of the club, stream of class and school type not by
gender. Moreovet, the result of the table shows that
there is a significant interaction of club membership
and stream of class (Q, Q,F= 5.589, p < 0.05); club
membership and school type (Q, Q,F= 5.359, p < 0.05);
«tream of class and school type (Q, Q,F= 8.254,p <
0.05); club membership, stream of class and school type
(Q,Q,Q,F=7.628,p < 0.05). No significant interaction
of club membership and gender (Q, Q,F= 0.288,p >
0.05); stream of class and gender (Q,Q,F=1.359,p >
0.05); club membership, stream of class and gender (Q,
Q,Q,F=1.744,p > 0.05); school type and gender Q,
Q,F=0.003, p > 0.05); stream of class, school type and
gender (Q,Q, Q,F= 0.122, p > 0.05) was found on
students’ knowledge of environmental conservation.
The result on Table 5 above shows that there 1s 2
significant effect of club membership, stream of class
and school type on students’ attitude towards

environmental conservation (Q, F= 32.757, p < 0.001;
Q,F=3.757,p < 0.05; Q, F = 4.546, p < 0.05). There

towards environmental conservation (Q F=32.757,p
> 0.05). Also, there is a significant interaction of club
membership, stream of class and school type variables
on attitude towards environmental conservation.
However, no significant interaction of gender and
other vatiables were found on students’ attitude
towards environmental conservation.

Similatly, the result on Table 6 above shows the
same trend of findings. There is a significant effect of
club membership, stream of class and school type on
students’ involvement in environmental conservation
(Q, F=112.306, p < 0.001; Q,F=4.448,p < 0.01; Q,
F = 16.502, p < 0.001), and no significant effect of
gender on students’ involvement in environmental
conservation was found. Likewise, there is a significant
interaction of club membership, stream of class and
school type variables on students’ involvement in
environmental conservation. In the same vane no
significant interaction of gender and other variables
were found on students’ involvement in environmental

is no significant effect of gender on students’ attitude conservation.
Table 5

Summary of ANOVA on Students’ Attitude Towards Environmental Conservation
Source ‘ Type 111 Sum of Squares df Mean Squares F Sig.
Corrected Model 6620.162 25 264.806 7.270 000°
Intercept 37390.604 1 37390.604 1026.472 000
Club Membership (Q,) 1197.170 1 1197.170 32.757 0008
Stream of Class (Q,) 410.60 3 136.867 3.757 0148
School Type (Q-,) 165.611 1 165.611 4.546 039°
Gender (Q) 5.926 1 5.926 0.163 688™
Q1* Q2 272.005 3 90.668 2.489 0278
Q1* Q3 147.509 1 147.509 4.049 0465
Q2* Q3 290.888 3 96.963 2.662 021°
Q1* Q2* Q3 178.862 1 178.862 4.910 030™
Q1* Q4 4.448 1 4.448 0.122 728M
Q2* Q4 46.106 3 15.369 0.422 738N
Q1* Q2* Q4 0.312 1 0.312 0.009 g2Zre
Q3* Q4 7.49 1 7.49 0.206 652N
Q1* Q3* Q4 0.000 0 ) ¥
Q2* Q3* Q4 2.242 1 2.242 0.062 805N
Q1* Q2* Q3* Q4 0.000 0 A ) e
Error 19997.874 549 36.426
Total 130495.33 575 - .
Cortrected Total 26618.036 574 - 3

§ — Significant, NS — Not Significant

e ———TT
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Table 6
Summary of ANOVA on Students’ Involvement Towards Environmental Conservation
Sonrce Type 111 Sum of Squares df Mean S quares F Sig.
Corrected Model 3379.235 25 135.169 14.642 .000°
Intercept 25265.370 1 25265.370 2736.890 .000°
Club Membership (Q) 1036.739 1 1036.739 112.306 .000°
Stream of Class (Q,) 123.178 3 41.059 4.448 .006°
School Type (Q-) 152.341 1 152.341 16.502 000°
Gender (Q) 5.1074-04 1 5.11E-04 0.000 Q94Ns
Q1* Q2 145.347 3 48.446 5.248 0033
Q1* Q3 44,066 1 44,066 4.774 035°
Q2* Q3 128.741 3 42,913 4.648 005°
Q1* Q2* Q3 84.527 1 84.527 9.157 008°
21+ Q4 5.831 1 5.831 0.632 420N
Q2* Q4 12.148 3 4.049 0.439 T26N8
1% Q2* Q4 0.558 1 0.558 0.060 806>
23" Q4 7.01E-03 1 7.01E-03 0.001 78NS
Q1* Q3* Q4 0.000 0 . . .
Q2* Q3* Q4 5.263 1 5.263 0.570 0.453N°
Q1* Q2* Q3* Q4 0.000 0 - " .
Error 5067.819 549 9.231 - ;
Total 73364.694 55 . . :
Corrected Total 8747.054 574 - - -

> — Significant, NS — Not Significant

Considering the findings above, it indicates that
there 1s a significant effect of club membership, stream
of class and school type on students’ knowledge,
sttitude and involvement in environmental
conservation. These findings were supported by Adara

1993) and Mansaray ef a/ (1998). The possible
cxplanation for this 1s that the activities of the
onservation club such as excursions, seminars, tree
~lanting, quiz competition, publications of magazines
and leaflets, and other environmentally focused
sctvities provide the members with the opportunity
o reinforce relevant environmental knowledge
scquired. Such activities tend to expose them to the
scquisition of new environmental knowledge as well
25 serving to improving their appreciation of the
cevironment which when sustained improves their level
.% environmental habit. These there fore, reinforce the
mmportance of the school conservation club as a vital
source of acquiring environmental knowledge and
smproved environmental attitude. In addition, the
=mdings revealed that male and female member do not

il

= fer in their knowledge, attitude and involvement in

sowvironmental conservation. Ayodele and Betiku

(2000) were of the same opinion that male and female
members of the conservation club do not differ in
their environmental behaviour. The possible reason
behind this may not be far from the fact that both
male and female members are exposed to the same
knowledge of environmental education and were being
allowed to perform the same environmental activities
which would not have resulted in differences in their
environmental behaviour.

In addition, the results indicated that there is a
significant interaction of club membership, stream of
class and school type on students’ knowledge, attitude
and involvement in environmental conservation. These

findings were supported by Roth (1992), Audu (1997)
and Sauve (2002) who observed that the students’
environmental behaviour is greatly influenced by the
membership of conservation club and the stream of
class the students belongs. It could be inferred that
school conservation club made significant
contributions to the responsible environmental
behaviour and likewise the student’s stream of class.
The students’ knowledge, attitude and involvement in
environmental conservation is shown to be affected
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by the interaction of student’s membership of the club
and the stream of class. These jointly influence their
knowledge of the environment and subsequently bring
about changes in their attitude and habit. It indicates
that the significant proportion of study of life and
environment in science might have increase the
environmental knowledge of the science students
which in turn affect their responsible environmental
behaviour. Furthermore, the activities of the
conservation club in conjunction with the members’
opportunity to-acquire more knowledge in the science
classtoom tend to expose the students more to
environmental knowledge as well as improve their
attitude and involvement in environmental conservation.

The significant interaction of club membership and
school ownership affecting students’ knowledge,
attitude and involvement
conservation might be as a result of the fact that the
members in the private schools may be favoutably
exposed to more activities of the club than the public

in environmental

schools. There may be more tesources made available
to the tunning of the club which will make the
members in the private schools to be more involved in
the club programmes and hence positively affect their
environmental behaviour. Likewise ptivate schools tend
to maximize the utility of their workforce with increase
wortkload for teachers and also ensure that the teachers
are actively involved in all co-curricular activities
(Farombi, 1998). Thus, possibly accounting for proper
co-ordination of the club programme in the private
schools than public schools.

The findings above therefore call for the
establishment of school conservation club in all schools
that are yet to have and the need to design more training
programmes for the club members to embark on
environmental activities capable of attacking the
interest of non-members to the club. Considering the
potentials of the club in reinforcing relevant
environmental knowledge acquired in the classroom,
it is being suggested that the club be run as 2
“multidimensional club” capable of accommodating
the interests and aspirations of a wide variety of
students: drama acting, singing, essay writing,
horticulture, painting, etc. all with the environmental
as a focus.

CONCLUSION

The need to alleviate environmental ptoblems through
education has been shown to be acquired through
school conservation club among other sources. All
secondary schools in the country stand to benefit by
instituting this voluntary organization since 1in
promotes an understanding of life sustenance and
increases awareness of the environment and the
consequence of human interaction with it. In doing
this, those who may not offer Geography, Agric ot
Biology to obtain thus knowledge through school
subject are able to acquire skill capable of enhancing
responsible environmental behavior.”
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