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Abstract
amining the attitude of p
Kwara State adopting descriptive
population for the study. 124 males and 126 females
Horin West LGA. Horin South LGA and llorm E
With the aid of a Researcher’s constructed Que
which was analvzed with Statistical Packag
counts. percentace  distribution.
demographic information

This research study focused on ey arents towards government involvement in
Ninderzarten in research design with 250 parents as sampled
- three local Government Area of Kwara State:
ast LGA using simple random samphing technique.
stionnaire, the data was collected from the respondents
es for Social Scientist (SPSS) 22.00 version Frequency
mean and standard deviation were used to analyze the
and the research question respectively while ANOVA w

hypothesis generated. The researcher found out that attitude of the parents towards government
mvolvement in Kindergarten is negative in Kwara State and there is no significant ditference in the
attitude of parents towards govermment involvement in Kindercarten based on their educ
qualification(0.53 » 0.054) It was recommended that parents should e

attitude towards covernment involvement in Kidergarten so
while

data
as used to test the

ational
ndeavour to develop positive

as to support the success of the program
government should make necessary provisions for the smooth running of Kindergarten
programme both at the federal level and state level of the country.

Keyvwords: Attude. Kindergarten. carly childhood education, government Involvement

Introduction
Education in the second half of the twentieth century was featured by

mereases m the provision of educational programs for preschool age children which in

hursery education, Kindergarten, pre-primary education, day care. infant school.

rapid
clude
creehe ete.,
whereby the largest beckon of preschool education activity has been the tederally

Tunded
Head Start program, established in the 1960s 1o help children overcome

the cognitive, social,
emotional, and physical deficits that frequently accompany  growing up n cconom.ical!_\
deprived homes. However, there has been an mcreasing figure of young children enrolling in
carly care and education programs. The Children’s Defense Fund (2()()1) reports that 13
million preschoolers participate m child care cach day. This includes 6 million infants and
I\‘\I\“L‘IL\,

he U.S. Census Burcau (2002) also indicates that in 1997, 63% of children fower
than 5 years of age attended some form of regular early care and education arrangement an
a cr;m-:‘ of 37 ho[urs‘. cach week. In Kentucky. 103,000 children access the child care syvstem
on a :l;nil) basis. including approximately 16.000 children ages 3-4 serviced by Head Start
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Purents Attitudes To

, by KERA Preschools (K. Townley, e

hildren serviced by R nrolment in carly care and ¢
nd about 21,000 v 2003). As a result of this vast cnroime arly care and ¢,
a4 5). AS o

Cdlion

- uly 22 ; , iegeria has a country, 1t s pertinent

Cr""mumw“”nij “und the world including Nigeria ha Y y " for e
. ln ant arouri

pf(v:.fdm

ull involvement in the program S0 as 1o prc!mrc ‘”"‘“Cfﬁ and YUiing
Gavernment to develop full Therefore, this rescarch study examined the involvemey
children for primary g le erén ’c(luculinn also parent should be ready to prom,,
government In provision r_wl I.(}m’t.l:];i:ir e TR BBz Dy il
government school by lcglsluln;‘{l ial-peychologists have tried {0 define and mumai
- 1 s el (HERSSESR g]")“L-n'c.';});llc for psychology. To keep it simple. Attituge
EtEey wileh B n(ﬂ'c“(q)i‘:);:'r:::)‘t”;';[:; nll)jccl It is gcncra”y thought that attitude has 1
| | - - ’ & - ¢ ’ . g
;;Caqy::;i::;;r;r::;.I%j:;r:tcmm of emotions, ideas, past cxpcricnf:cs and bC’hilVI()l‘iI’.Iﬂ[?ll'ltt:n\
while recent studies revealed that the presence of an alu.tudc (-Jnc.s‘ notbr.t.jlflln th}c
simultancous presence of all the aforementioned clements, causing alnlud(;s‘ to be : ca .l “',“
as a kind of mental assessment (Fazio & Olson, 2003; Zanna, | ))Q, Kdglfﬂ,ibayl,
2010).However, in the process of conceptualizing on attitude parents are a.lso important, H?c
attitude of the parents signifies that the supporting nature of family in thclr children’s
education. The parental attitude can be negative or positive. The negative a}lxtudc of the
parents regarding education and schooling can prevent their children from getting education
With less parental support in school work, low level of motivation and poor sell-¢steem of

children can result. Positive attitude of the parents can be beneficial to their childien in many
cases and can be reflected in im

children to learn, and higher achi
The growing awarenes

rS(’nHI |

provement in class performance, creating inicrest among
cvement scores in reading and writing, ,
s regarding education makes many familics’ \alug their
children’s education and act favorably towards schooling and education of their chlldrel.l-
They become a part of the decision making process of school, and decide their children s
futgrc regarding higher education, Numerous conducted studies revealed that parental
attitudes arc influential on a wide range of issues, from education to motivation, from the
sense of discipline to nutrition,

ol 7 on, from self-control 1o daily life, from development to acadenm-
success. With parental attitudes having such an influential effect, various models were
developed in order 1o describe the

ir effects on bet

&Salmela-Aro, 2013: Ozdemir of al, 2013; Ishake

2012 Serinkan, 2012
Nekkebnaeck el al.,

towards kindergarten

v . L » ¢ 'nl-"

adopted a negative attinyg (1S at schools and determined that a few pare! e
experiences in the pf;st whﬁ ki Kindergarten education courses due to their ,,L»gall‘;
. Sl while many mothere A ' indergarte
education course programs of 1h3lif chtith]rS did not haye knowledge about the kinderg:

e . St g d on
parents’ attitudes towar|q arten ¢ rf”.- Stewert & Gren (1987) also conducte
positive attitude towards | y Heation

5 ta
kindergane . eourse, they concluded that parents qug\ ¢
development, and socializatic. H't-n edug; Ses in terms of emotional and cogh! i
ve 1 . 5 : ¢ g 1 H Areds
attitudes in education, Kindergarten py,, 're ~dh“"‘; studies, it can deduced that pare
programs in the society . Bram Educatio

" ) . of the
N 1s very crucial to the success ¢

1avioral outputs of the child('l)ngt;;lcah
tal., 2012;0ncu&Unluer, 2012; 5““,3 107
Hoeveer of, 2011, Bolkaner al,2010; Huver et al, 2010

( : ; e
2010 ). Furthermore, Sheehy (2006) investigated parents o
education pPrograms
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" 'f\"‘cord'“g to the National P“‘“\‘.\ of Education (2013), Kindergarten programme and
other related program such as the creche, nursery, day care, intant are Early childhood/pre-
priman education which is tushioned tor preschoolers or those children who are not upto
prumary school age in Nigeria), it is the education which is given inan ceducational
msutution to children aged 2 to 3 plus prior to their entering the primary school, Although
this assertion is, to a great extent, consistent with that of the National Policy on Lducation
(NPE) tn Nigeria, some pre-primary education facility providers admitless than 6-month old
children into their schools(Asava, Ehigie & lebinoghene, 2006). The Kindergarten is the
npe of preschool in Nigeria- is sometimes mterchangeably used with the nursery school.
However, it essentially means a school or class for voung children, immediately before they
begin primary education. Practically, all the kindergadens in Nigetia are owned by private
bodies or quasi government agencies.

Furthermore. it is a pre-Kindergarten school for children between the ages of three
and five. staffed wholly by trained preschool teachers who encourage and supervise
educational play rather than simply providing childcare. Asaya, Ehigic & Igbinoghene
(2000) affwm that nursery schools/kindergarten are generally credited with being more
educational than childeare centres. In Nigerian, virtually all the nursery schools and
Kindergarten are privately owned and run by interested individuals or business concerns
whose tuition fees are prohibitively expensive. There is no government or publicly run
nursery programmes to cater for the larger populace which do not belong to the upper-
income tamilies bracket. Besides. these preschool facilitics operate at the whims and
caprices of the owners who may not be abreast with best global practices in that level of
education. More often than not children are coerced into learning concepts well bevond their
age and capacities in these nursery schools all in the name to grow intelligent pupils.

Nevertheless, in the past Kindergarten enrollment has also increased dramatically.
While onlyv seven states mandate Kindergarten attendance, about 95 percent of all children
currently attend kindergarten (Sava 1987), and 23 percent of these attend full-day programs
(Karweit 1988). In addition to the generally recognized need to provide some Kind oi'c.\u.'a
support to children from low-income homes, there is another reason for the dramatic
increase in educational programs for children before first grade. This is the increase, alluded
to above. of mothers in the workforce. Many parents who are not at home with their children
in the davtime are not satisfied with unstructured day care or babysitting, preferring that
their children participate in more formal learning experiences. l-'il_mll_\', somc‘nt'lhc incrcu_scd
interest in and push for structured preschool programmes come from the unmnunutc.nouon.
held bv some. that education is a race to be won, and those who start first arc more likely to

finish ahead. Commenting on this source of pressure for preschool education, Elkind (1988)
savs that the choice of the phrase "Head Start™ was unfortunate. "Head Start” does imply a
race. And not surprisingly, when middle income parents heard that lc)\\"-incgmc children
were being given a "Head Start," they wanted a similar "Head Starl'.' for their Chl].dl"(.‘ll. .

In Nigeria, there is no well-organized pre-primary education sector which predicts
their involvement in the kindergarten and the few agencies/organizations that currently run
pre-primary education facilities operate without putting the tender age of the children into
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consideration. The children are constantly exposed hj llh:“t‘:l'?‘:*‘ f\h;:l\t.lr: -\:\J.\'l Vi el
abilities and capabilities. To worsen l‘hc B ic BOV _‘mnl" l S g ‘ ik IL' PR} the critiey)
supervisory role it ought to play at this level of L‘\hlx‘-\“t‘“ nit "“ "}1—-"‘ . Uu ( Ulnlnluuqm of
the National Forum for Policy Development Workshop ‘_m National [:Jllc.lllun Reforms
(2007) notes that: At this level, there is no government mvolvement in superyis;,
funding. Children aged between 2 and 3 years who should l.\c i school at the Pre-primary
evel are about sixteen (16Y mutlion but only 1 nudlion are in school, representing 6 23e,
whereby, Nigeria Educational Research Development Council lNl-‘RI}(') {200 chearly
stipulates go(cmnwnt mvolvement in Early Childhood l-fiuc..ltmn Care (I"( EC) as licensing
supenvision'monitoring for quahty control, traiming of suitably qualified personnel and

provisien of infrastructure, personnel and gender-fair instructional materials.
Quality control is expected to be instituted by supervision'monitorme. This can be

attained through the Ministry of Education, supervisors, school heads and other designated

personnel. Regulatory policies are instituted and compliance ensured for quality control An
effective ECEC cannot function in a vacuum. There ne
environment. In order 10 provide the needed quality and intensity of care and stimulation
children need, attention must be paid 1o details in the school environment. Although the
government has set up a policy framework for ECEC. Amadi (2010) revealed i his study

that quality control is always compromised as government officials are “sorted™ out with
huge sums of money,

leaving innocent children at the mercy of their teachers. He also
revealed the inability of the state amm of government to provide the required checks and
balances for quality control in primary schools of which the ECEC is a part.

Taking a careful look at the Nigerian sitvation, it is evident that majority of these
p_re;ihmls are poorly run. Besides the dangerous trend of pushing small children teo hard.
100 fast to grasp concepts and the “nuisance™ of unqualified :mdhinc.\'pcricnccd teachers
most of these educational centres. (he learning environment. w hich is called the third teacher
i'} .ihc.ch-__vi'n Emilia schools (Gandini, 2002),is hardly put into consideration in Nigena
1hl§ ts agamst the backdrop of the fact that researches indicating that the physical
environment of preschools has tant influence on the 3
children are resonating globally (Greenman, 198g- B
Inan, 2009). In many early childhood cduc .
environment 1s poorly designed, without
and other materials which a child nee
particularly regrettable because
the idea of educational play.

More so. the

m and

e¢ds to be a conducive school

. ) . ot of
an impor education and development of

ailey and Wolery, 1902:Caples, 199
ation centres in Nigeria, the physical/lcarning
ample space, furniture, toy s, wholesome I““'“m.\\
ceds for stimulatjon, exploration and simulation. This 15
acntical element iy he pre-primary education philosepty ©
phvsical environment

the child’s ability 1o play, do something hiy

, . i
and the curriculum together enhance and suppet
control of hisher own actions

cal 7 -~ R N uL G om ke_
1sell/herself, initiate and complete activities, IR
ensily, and have better g and responsibilities, Communicate and interact with utlurt?
e n_r. & l“‘lﬁ”n rF i \I.rLLIpl]Uﬂl and motor \'\i”\ (l"a" ’nu()) \\'hilL‘ (()v\kllt‘. ;‘(” I“il_\.\
- greatest blame of Early childhoog Educat; T ' & R ot

: : -ducation ¢ . e et REte B Srnme

which has refused 10 on atthe doorsteps of the Nigerian gove

play its supervisory, fundi : ecl hat
C Y. llndmn an Sar alee ettec \'cl\ al )

level of education. It further backs up it claims | Bt ‘d Inspection roles effecti e ikt
SIS BY reviewing standard examples tron
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countries ¢ i ‘ — - N :
and submits that there is an urgent need to reposition the Nigerian early childhood

education se he : : : .8 i a
stafT, on sector. The government was not involved in the training and retraining of ECECs
Sl¢ O ¢ ™ it . . Ty .
8 «‘f.“n)mntﬁnanc.c of faml_ltu.s. provision of adequate fund for ECECs and the use vl
protessionally trained security personnel (Igbinedion, Abraham & Nwogu, 2016).

Purpose of the Study

Kindergarten education is one of the stages of carly childhood education, it is to be a

ben‘eﬁcml to young children of age 5-6 years for their educational development, it is also to
assist a smooth transition to primary school. It used to be left in the hand of private
individual but now government has shown interest in providing just a year program which
will equally help enrollment into public primary school. The major purpose of this study is

to examine the attitude of parents towards government involvement in kindergarten program
in Kwara State.

Research Question

I.. What are the attitudes of parents towards government involvement in Kindergarten

Program in Kwara State?

Research Hypotheses

Hgi: There is no significant difference in the attitudes of parents towards government
involvement in Kindergarten education in Kwara State.

Research Methodology

This research study adopted descriptive survey research design. According to
(Eneanya, 2012), this research design is the one which provides a plan for quantitative or
numeric description of trends altitude or opinions of a population by studying a sample of
that population. The purpose of descriptive survey is to collect detailed and factual
information that describes an existing or a just concluded event (Oshodi, Asikhia & Asikhia,
2009). _

A sample of two hundred and fifty parents was used in three local government Area
of Kwara State; Ilorin West LGA, llorin South LGA and llorin East LGA Using simple
random sampling technique, fifty parents were randomly selected in each of the Local
Government Arca of Kwara State.

Researcher’s constructed Questionnaire was used to collect the data for the study.
Researchers and Experts in measurement and cvaluqlion validated the instrument in order to
be sure that ambiguous items were corrected and .1rrclcv.ant ones was 1:cnmvcd to spil the
objectives of the study into the final copy of the !nsl_r}mwn‘t bcllorc proccc(.img to
administration of the questionnaire To determine the reliability of !hc instrument, internal
consistency of the instrument by using, CI'O.IIbIlCh’S alpha to qctg:r!nmc the reliability value
Cronbach’s alpha method was used which gives 0.72 as the reliability value.
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Data Analysis .
Analysis of Demographic
Table 1: Frequency and
characteristics of the respondents P -

Data of the respondents .
percentage distribution  showing  the  demographi,

Demographic Data Frequency Percentage (%)
Gender
r{fm?]c 126 50.4
ale )
Total 124 49.6
Age 250 100
25 - 35 years
36 — 45 years 70 28.0
46 — 55 years 66 26.4
56 years above 51 20.4
Total 63 25.2
Educational Qualification 250 100
Primary School Certificate
N.C.E./OND 55 22.0
HND/B.Sc./B.A/B.Ed./B.Tech. 67 26.8
Postgraduates 64 250
Total 64 25.6
Occupation 25() 100
Civil Servants
e 2
Total {7 0.5
80 320
250 100
Field Survey, 2017 i

Table 1 indicates the demographi datz -
study. the table show that ]U phic data of two hundred and fifty (250) respondents M L

124(50.4%). It also sh 24(49.6%) respondents were male while female dominates With
with70(-28 0-%) 3.5 S ;SWS }hc age of respondents, where 25 - 35 years of ages dominates
above are 63(25.2%) in o, TCO26.4%) , 46 — 55 years are51(20.4%)while 36 year
sifite: Primans et ¢ study. It further indicated respondents education qualificatio

certificate holders are 55(22.0%), OND/NCE holders dominales

with67(26.8%), HND/B.Sc./B A/B F
: y SC/B.A/B.E . .
W Pt BB Qua“g./B.Tech holders. are 64(25.6%) while respondens

: cation are also 64(25.6% i sh
status of i 50 64(25.6% . It also
trades 07070%[;?“;):1 o} respondents, civil servant respondent (;i) s .smcri?h 93 (37.2%)

are 77(30.8%) while Others are of 80(32.0% ) : s dominates wit
Research question one: What are the atti 70) in the study.

. . t . . - ~ment
in Kindergarten Program in Kwara State? udes of parents towards government involvemen
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¢ v Y. g2 . .
T.'lhh 2: Showing the attitude of parents towards government involvement in
Kindergarten -

S/N

Items Mean SD Decision

1 Govf:mmcnt equips Kindergarten with necessary facilities 2,58  1.12 AR
and infrastructures in schools
S / . " 3 . . . a i -
2 Many parents registered their children in public private 244 115 Disagree
3 school 245 119
G - = ) 3 . . S ' Disagrcc
overnment is not supplying enough ys material in
4 Kindergarten school 256 1.12 Agree
5 There are no available of professional and trained staffs for  2.38 1.13 Disagree
6 pupils 251 LIS agee
7 It is absolutely a free paying school 2oa LD Agree
8 Lack of parent activities in the School program 2.23 1.21 3 -
- L] = c
9 Public  Kindergarten  Schools lacks  funding from 240 1.10

Disagree
government

10 The idea of Kindergarten in public school is more of paper 2.21 112 Disagree
work  Government institutes regulatory and updated
policies on kindergarten program in school. There have
been constant training and retraining of staffs of public
kindergarten by government

Total Weighted Mean 2.43

Field Survey, 2017

It can be deduced in the above table 2 that, parents disagree on most of the items on
the government involvement in Kindergarten programmes, some of these items ipclud_c: use
of professional and trained security personnel (2.44< 2.50), lack of m'allab'{ln_\’ of
professional and qualified staffs(2.56 > 2.50), presence of adequate maintenance 'ul. school
facilities (2.38< 2.50), lack of regular supcrvisions(2.51. = 2.50)._constanl lm'unn-g and
retaining of staffs (2.21< 2.50) and lack of upda!ql po.hcu:s and implementation in the
program in the kindergarten program (2.40 < 2._50). l herefore, the rcscarcl_l rc\:cnls that tmt.h
the government and the parents involvement in Kindergarten program in l\\\'ar.u state 1s
below expectation. This assertion is justified with the mean value of all items in table 2

lesser than 2.5. The weighted mean value of 2.43<2.5 also justifies that attitude of the
parents towards government involvement in kindergarten is low.

HIN
0.1 -2.49 Low*
2.50-5.0 High
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Table 3: Analysis of ¥ wing g
l ent in Kindergarte

(owards government involvem BEE : "
T Sum of Squares Df  Mecan Squarc I P- Decision
. value
i3 LT —
Between 22.000 18 433
Groups
\\'ithgn 294.781 230 1304 937 534 Accept
Groups
Total 318.800 248 3
P<0.05

Table 3 shows the df (248) and F value yielded 937 which is significant at 0.05 alpha fevel
Henee. the null hypothesis is accepted since the P-value .534 is greater than 0.05. This
means that. there is no significant difference in the attitude of parents towards government
involvement in kindergarten based on their educational qualification. The implication of this
is that, regardless of the educational qualifications of the respondents parents have same
attitude towards government involvement in kindergarten program in Kwara State.

Discussion of finding
. Based on the finding in this study, it is an evident that the importance of
kindergarten education cannot be over emphasized, it gives a child opportunity to b
independence and build confidence it widen scope of understanding, enables child to fell
free and sharpen the child’s cognitive domain through learning of rhymes and songs (NPE
2013). >
ll_cnc'c. the :llllllId-L‘ of parents reveals that government involvement in kindergarten
T[:}rngr.lm:3‘!(\\\':1:;1'Slmlc is low. This finding affirms the study of Igbinedion, Abraham &
wogu (2016). which reveal the . - . . I
'fl-‘LSl?((“- . ). which res cal lh..ll.g(?\:grnmgnl was not involved in the training and retraming
of ECE f.:,t.m. maintenance of facilities, provision of adequate fund for ECECs and the us¢
of professionally trained security personnel,
Furthermore, the greates s
’ atest \H > p ) 1 ev . . . . .
PICR - gt . g greatest blame ol kindergarten education in public primary school
¢ : play its superiority due to funding and inspeeti \ 5 funding
kinderearten ed - ! g and mspection. Government 1s not u L
indergarten education as expected (Osakue, 2011) . the s : » study
of salami (2016) he invest » 2011) , the study is also supported by the st
¢ =016) he investigated on parents’ attitude : sducation
program, in atated that many parent A s ottitude towards kindergarten educdti
primary school. Finally, this i'ml(l‘inkv" (I”n thave knowledge of Kindergarien education 1
4 g b S b W\ rghe 2 o . . e ey ".n‘ 5
attitude  of parents  towards llnvi:rn:] so reveal that there is no significant difference if ho
qualification. Hence, the educational (l;“[(‘|‘”Wnlvcmcm in Kindergarten based of o
1 . ‘ . ! . . 5 i . - >
attitude towards government in\ml\.'cnu:lnl‘-l llt-mmm‘ of the respondent’s parents have st
i Kindergarten program in Kwara State.

Conclusion

This study focused o i

B B o Il 3 ~ o

Kindergarten in Kwara State llth wthitude of parents towards government involvement &
Hte dwas found that parents hold negative attitudes towards
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government involvement in kindergarten program whereby government involvement in
kindergarten is low. Therefore. this empirically reveals the attitude of parcnts towards the
way government engage in the organization. implementation of policies, funding.
supervision and others keys structure of Kindergarte
lack of government proper involvement in the program. Conclusion can be drawn that.
attitude pf" the parents towards government involvement in the Kindergarten 1s not
encouraging in the early childhood education/pre-primary education which can predict a lot
of emotional, social and academic damages to young children and toddlers before their
enrolment into primary schools.

n program is not encouraging due to the

Recommendations

[t was recommended that parents and guardians of the young children or toddlers in
Kindergarten should endeavour to exhibit positive attitude towards government little effort
towards carly child education especially at the Kindergarten level in order to support the
progress and standardization of the program. In addition. Nigerta Government at tederal and
state level should provide adequate fund for kindergarten education for its effective and
smooth operation; train and retrain of kindergarten staf¥ to update their knowledge on issues
concerning child care; use of professionally trained personnel to beef up school security and
maintain of school facilities to ensure facilities relevance in providing safe school
environment. Also government should create awareness of the existence of Kindergarten
school in free fee paying institution
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