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Abstract
Corruption is the biggest among the challenges in Nigeria. It is clear to every citizen of Nigeria that the level of corruption in the country is high. It is found in all the entire sectors of the country. It continues to be the bane of development in most African countries to date. Unsuccessful efforts have been made and are still being made by the country’s rulers to tackle this problem especially in contemporary society. The modest attempt in this paper therefore is to examine the philosophical perspective on the role of the church in relation to the anticorruption crusade in Nigeria in the present century. The role of religion in the society showing that most of what goes on in the society has one connection or the other with religion is examined alongside corruption, defined and analysed from various perspectives. How the church can go beyond the individual level to complement government's effort in fighting corruption without compromising corruption in government but by 'speaking truth to power' when occasions demand as we learn from great prophets like Elijah and Nathan in the Old Testament.
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Introduction
Any logical analysis will show that for Africa to be underdeveloped is an index that Nigeria is as well underdeveloped. But on the other hand, if Nigeria is underdeveloped, it does not necessarily indicate that the rest of Africa will be underdeveloped. Notwithstanding this truism, corruption has been the bane of human development in all ramifications. Corruption as economic, political, religious, social, language, and scientific dimensions.
Although corruption is not peculiarly a Nigerian or an African phenomenon as corrupt practices occur all over the world, the way it manifests in our body polity in Africa calls for a great concern. Corruption has almost become a way of life in Nigeria. It is also the bane of development and a major cause of social conflicts. The instruments of corruption in Nigeria include money, appointments, contracts and gifts of all kinds. These instruments are used as bribe, to prevent, manipulate, fasten, enrich, reverse and favour unnecessarily. Today, corruption is almost in every department of our national life. Many government corporations, institutions and parastatals are no longer efficient or have either grounded to a halt. In this regard the social services such as electricity, good roads, health care, portable drinking water and security have become extinct and life has become miserable especially for the common trodden.

Nigeria has been ranked high in corruption by Transparency International Index and other notable organizations that checkmate the level of corrupt practices in any country. It does not tell well of Nigeria at all. This high corruption ranking has been affecting almost all Nigerians that migrated to foreign countries as foreigners have the perception that since the country is marked corrupt, almost all of them share in the practice.
Major terms defined.
Corruption
The term corruption is not amenable to easy definition, but going by Encarta Dictionaries (2009), corruption is defined as “dishonest exploitation of power for personal gain, extreme immorality or depravity, an undesirable change in meaning or another error introduced into a text during copying”. According to the Chambers 20th Century Dictionary, corruption implies the following terms among others: "rottenness, putrid matter, impurity, bribery"; corruption practices will embrace receiving of kickbacks, misappropriation of funds, nepotism, extortion, sexual gratification, employment patronage and so forth. Corruption takes place in both public and individual realms. Public realms will include government agencies and institutions, quasi-public realm such as the churches and mosques and at individual level concerning interpersonal relationships.
Corruption is dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power typically involving bribery. Corruption is illegitimate use of power to benefit a private interest (Morris, 1991). Corruption is the giving of bribe by a person to an official so that the truth will not be told. It involves the embezzlement of public fund for personal use. Corruption is involving in any act which is considered to be criminal act according to the Law of the particular society.
Corruption has increased the poverty ‘of the people in various ramifications. We can also by extension say that poverty in Africa and particularly in Nigeria has led to breakdown of political and social structures, lack of respect for human rights, loss of hope, violence and dearth of development in terms of qualitative standard of living which are all readymade indices that showcase our troubled situation’ (Oyeshile, 2003 and 2006; Irele, 1993; Babawale, 2008).

Religion

Religion, whether at the formal or informal levels, plays a very vital role in human society. And depending on its application it can be used to build or destroy, construct or deconstruct and reveal or conceal the salient aspects of society on which human development is based and engendered. Many, 'if not all, will agree that religion is basically about human well-being in his relationship with the Supreme Being described in various ways by different religions.

It is in recognition of the vital role of religion to society and human development that conferences, seminars, workshops and religious revival of all sorts are held across human societies from time to time. In the academia, books and journal articles and Ph. D theses are produced consistently on the nexus of religion and society. It becomes obvious then that we cannot neglect, except at our own peril, the constant interface of religion with other areas of Human endeavour.
Church

“What is a church?” seems like an easy question one might answer in a simple sentence or two. A church could mean “a building in which Christians meet for worship,” and could mean “a group of Christians who gather for religious purposes”. A critic might say, a church is “a club for insiders and hypocrites”. A church is like a school, but a church offers much more than religious and moral education. It seeks to transform people’s hearts and lives, not just to educate their minds. And it seeks to join people together in life-changing community. It is in respect of the last that this paper views the church, a place where people are shaped morally and religiously for the betterment of the community. 
Anti – Corruption Crusades
Curbing of corruption is one area that expends energy the world over. The Nigerian government is not different in this regard as it has the following among other institutions to fight corruption in its overt and covert dimensions. The Police, the Custom, the Immigration services, the Independent corrupt practices commission (ICPC), the Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC), the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) among others.  We also have nongovernmental organizations which focuses its search light on state activities. These include the Civil Liberties Organization (CLO) and Transparency International among others. It is amazing but true that Nigeria has always ranked among the most corrupt nations of the world going especially by yearly findings of Transparency International. Of course reaction by government officials to this ranking is that "there are more corrupt countries than Nigeria.

Faces of Corruption in Nigerian State

Corruption in Nigeria takes many forms. Corruption can be interpreted by many people in many ways. It is hard to enter any sector in Nigeria without observing one corrupt practice or the other. The faces or areas where corruption is observed in the country are not only in the public sector or in politics but also in private establishment
Corruption in Nigerian Politics

Corruption in Nigeria politics takes many shapes starting from embezzlement, bribery, ritual killings, rigging in elections among others. In fact, corruption today is more pronounced in Nigeria political system than any other sectors of the economy. In the national assembly, corruption is seen as normal thing among members. It is because of the “wicked level” of corruption in Nigerian politics that makes both the youths and the old to struggle to find themselves in one political party or the other. They believe that once they occupy any position in politics, be it the smallest, they will use corrupt tricks to fill their bags with public fund. Embezzlement of public fund by Nigerian politicians is common in the country. Embezzlement in this context implies stealing of public fund for private or personal use. Many Nigeria leaders have helped in boasting the economy of other nations through depositions of the embezzled money in foreign banks. Facts and figures have shown that on many occasions, men who have ruled the country before have embezzled fund into foreign banks.
Political corruption is a persistent phenomenon that pervades the Nigerian state. There have been cases of official misuse of resources for personal enrichment (Storey Report 2014). After the death of the former president of Nigeria, President Sani Abacha, an investigation was carried out to detect the amount of money he embezzled in gas plant construction in the country. The investigations led to the freezing of accounts containing about $100 million United States dollars (Hector, 2004) he stole from the country. Abacha’s administration in the 1990s notoriously looted upwards of $3 billion (Uzochukwu, 2013).
As of few years back, whenever it was time for election in Nigeria, small children in the country began to miss gradually. Child missing during that period was rampant and parents were usually advised to guide and guard their children from ritualists. But why was it like that and what were the children used for? This is another face of corruption in the country that breaks the hearts of mothers. The missing children were used by contesting politicians to perform ritual killings in order to get protections and other devilish powers that will enable them win during election. This is corruption and wickedness in the highest order because it involves the termination of human life. 
Election rigging in Nigeria is not an unheard phenomenon. During election in the country, the contestants for government positions higher thugs who go round the election pooling stations to highjack the ballot boxes. When they steal these boxes, they then use their hands to vote for their candidate. In the recent time, the new tactics that the political contestants have adopted is buying of voter’s cards of the citizens so that they can manipulate and use the cards for their own advantages. On many occasions have the politicians in Nigeria bribed some top officials to do wrong things to their favour. Some Nigerian political leaders, including governors and presidents, have been sued to court of Law by opponents, but the sued followed the back door, bribed barristers and judges that are to decide such case. At the end of the judgement, the leader that bribed won in the case.

Corruption in Nigerian Higher Institutions

In Nigeria corruption parades itself in universities, polytechnics and colleges of education in the country. There are certain things that Nigerian lecturers do that deserve “hot punishment”. Most lecturers use the opportunity they have to take advantage of others. Harassment of female genders (and to a very minimal extent, the male genders as well) by young and old lecturers in the country is common. The most painful part of it is that some of them are married, yet they are not satisfied. After the students have submitted to the lecturers’ request, they are then rewarded with good grades.

The Nigerian Universities are underfunded by the stake holders of the sector. Funds that are meant to aid them develop are either not given as at when due or diverted into another project by the government agencies in charge. This has led to unending truncation in the academic programmes of these higher institutes of learning. What is mostly responsible for this is the corruption level in the country. What makes the foundry to be of low standard is corruption. Corruption is one of the challenges in Nigeria education.
The admission policies of these institutions are corruption ridden. One wonders how some students find their ways into Nigerian institutions. Some are there not by merit, but through a kind of bribery called sorting. Some rich men in the country bribe vice-chancellors, rectors, provosts, registrars and heads of departments to secure admission for their children. When this kind of dirty practice is conducted, those who would have made it are cheated as no admission will be offered to them. The reason is because every institution in Nigeria has the quota (maximum number of students) they are to admit each year.
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Corruption in Nigeria Football

Corruption in Nigeria does not end with the politicians alone. It rears its ugly head even in sports, a game that is meant for fun and recreation of the people. We find in football for example that the players who are chosen in the country are not based on merit but on who you know among the top political officials or among the crème-de-la-crème in the society.

Corruption in Nigerian Churches

Churches are supposed to be the epitome of holiness and where high moral standard is residual. However in Nigeria today, almost all the churches in the country are corrupt. The self-established “mushroom churches” located in Nigeria are filled with corruption. Their running mode is ridden with corruption. By “mushroom churches” we mean those churches which do not have solid origin or foundation. They are not like the orthodox, mainline or established churches. Mushroom churches sprung up when a person thus called a pastor or man of God goes to rent a room apartment, decorate the room, and convince people to join him that he has been given powers to perform miracles from God. As the people come, the church leaders use tricks to collect money from the pockets of these poor and innocent worshippers.

Some of these church leaders go to the extent of using magical powers in running their church business claiming they are using God’s power. They give the congregations what they want without them knowing the source of power being used. Corruption is so endemic in Nigeria that even in churches, ushers steal from tithes and offerings. “Corruption has eaten so deep into the society that it is not just about politicians alone. In the church, you have to almost always pray with one eye opened because in some of the places, even some ushers and finance people steal the offerings. It is terrible” (Okah, 2015).
Internet Fraud in Nigeria

Internet fraudulent activities are another face of corruption in Nigeria. Graduates and non-graduates which lacks the knowledge on importance of skill acquisition and do no not have skills that will help them earn money find joy in internet fraud. Among the classes of offences committed in Nigeria, national assembly members are working assiduously to see that those caught in internet fraud act face the punishment without fear or favour.
Nigerians who are mainly youths have been scamming their fellow citizens using illegal means. Some host websites online and claim to be giving jobs for job seekers and scam any who falls prey to their tricks. They tell job seekers to make certain payments for processing of documents without the job seekers knowing that they will not be issued any job.
Corruption in Nigerian Custom Service

The custom service of Nigeria is the organization that is authorized to clear goods that were imported into the country. This group is not free from the menace of corruption. In most cases, you need give some token (bribe) to Nigeria customs before your goods are cleared. Many containers that are being held captive by the customs are because the owners are not willing to pay the large amount of money being demanded by the customs.

Causes of Corruption in Nigeria

Having looked into the various faces corruption wear in Nigeria, the question then is: “What reasons can be adduced for the festering corruption in Nigeria?” Some of these causes are listed as follow:

Greed: This has to do with man's tendency to possess what does not belong to him and to gain unnecessary advantage over others. Most people who find themselves in the balcony of power in Nigeria have this Kleptornamaic tendency which is continually difficult for them to overcome inspite of the legal provisions in the Nigerian constitution against this form of corruption.

Spirit of Domination: Any human being or group that has a spirit of domination would always want to use foul means to gain advantage either to be in power, or to be seen as relevant in certain circumstances. The ethnic configuration of the Nigerian state has always made this possible. The major ethnic groups as well as the minority ones in Nigeria take more delight in what they can gain from the union rather than what they can do to enrich the association.

Lack of Security in the Nigerian Social System: Many Nigerians are corrupt because they are simply afraid of what will become of their social security in the future.  This is a system that has no effective pension system; the disabled are not protected, the widows are neglected and the sick ones one not catered for. So in the thinking of some Nigerians, the earlier one is able to accumulate wealth through whatever means, the better. The idea is that they are "saving for the raining day".
Unemployment: In Nigeria, there is a situation where many qualified and employable adults as well as youths are not employed. And because of their survival instinct, they engage in all sorts of dubious and sharp practices, sometimes in connivance with their kith and kin in government.

Poor Youth Empowerment: The internet fraudulent practices rampant among the youths in the society are a consequence of inadequate plans for the survival of the vanguards of tomorrow. Many government policies fail to adequately cater for the welfare of the youths in the nation. And since the survival of the youths is paramount to them, they (the youths) tend towards using available means to them to get what they want. Hence their resolve to internet fraud and other vices in the society. Government at all levels should strive and empower their youths who are the future leaders in order to have a sustainable development and peace in the society.
Poverty: The scourge of poverty among developing countries, particularly in Nigeria, is such that those human beings who are employed cannot meet up with the basic needs of life within their income. Hence, they resort to collecting “kolanut” or “brown envelopes” in order to meet their obligation to themselves, their families and their society.

The problem of authoritarianism and the non-accountability of Military governments in Nigeria: During military rule, "might is right". Most military governments we have had in Nigeria have shown utter disregard for the rule of law. Sometimes financial disbursements are unquestioned since decree is appealed to more often than the constitution as the latter is not suspended.

Lack of adequate justice system: Where there is flight of justice, where the common man cannot get fair hearing, where you don't get what you deserve unless you know the man in-charge, corruption cannot but flourish. The popular slogan of "Man knows man" in Nigeria is nothing but an invitation to corruption. It is the case that in many of our public institutions, including religious institutions at times, people don't get what they deserve at all or on time without knowing the people in-charge.

Perverted Moral Order: Call it westernization, modernization or urbanization, Nigerians do not bother any longer about traditional values which enjoin chastity, obedience, honesty and devotion to duty. Government officials swear under false oath and they forge certificates and other documents. The case of former speaker of House of Representatives (The Toronto saga) readily comes to mind. Many Nigerians no longer respect the injunctions of the alien religion which they have accepted. They swear falsely with the Holy Bible and the Holy Quran and yet go ahead to commit untold atrocities.

Illiteracy: In Nigeria, people capitalize on the fact that some people do not know their right; hence, they can easily be manipulated by the corruptionists. Coupled with illiteracy is poverty of thought. While some people are educated and enlightened their minds are not cultured and developed. They still run after what Friedrich Nietzsche calls the 'herd instinct'. They are savage in approach and their ultimate goal is to amass material wealth to the detriment of the society. (Oyeshile, 2000).

Non-Responsible Leaders: By non-responsible leaders we mean political leaders in Nigeria who more often than not did not get the actual mandate of the citizens to be in power. They get to power, even in a manipulated democracy, through ballot box snatching, rigging of elections and thuggery. And because this crop of leaders does not have the mandate of the people, they manipulate the apparatus of power always to their own selfish ends.

Nigerian societal attitude towards crass and vulgar materialism: The popular slogan in the country is "to make it" through any means. In Nigeria, the man who has accumulated raw wealth is valued over any other person, be it a man of knowledge, integrity, spirituality and the like. This attitude has continued to encourage corruption in the land and has found its way into our religious institutions where 'prosperity' is placed over salvation of souls. Dr. Uma Ukpai, the president and founder of Uma Ukpai Evangelistic Association, once said that poor men of God did not receive divine calling. He also said that it was untrue that people resorted to Church establishment out of joblessness. According to Ukpai:

Jesus calls church business. He said, ‘I am about my father’s business’. He called church work business and what is business? Business is investment plus gain, minus loss. In church planting, no pastor can collect offering without giving account and survive. Every church has elders and the job of the elders is to make sure that account is given; it is not even publicly but given internally but the account must be given. Church is all about investment and the gain they make is not in money but in people; that is the gain they make. … When you are into ministry and you have what we call anointing, you have become profitable; you begin to touch lives; you begin to bless people; you begin to change the stories of families and your own story will change also because the man that waters others shall be watered by God. …. If your pastor has anointing that can make the blind see, cripples walk, leprosy to disappear, that pastor is in money.

Effects of Corruption in Nigeria

The negative effects of corruption in Nigeria are many and among them are:

Poor Investment
Unemployment in Nigeria would have been eradicated to some extent if only investors are attracted to the country. Companies that would have invested in Nigeria are afraid because they do not know if the corrupt practices in the country will ruin their industries with time. Because of this, they refuse to invest in the country. Alongside the fear of corruption is the menace of insurgencies in the nation. For over a decade now Nigerian state had witnessed series of unrests religious or civil. Whenever these occurred, properties worth millions running into billions of Naira as well as lives are lost. Companies in such areas are forced to either close down or relocate their factories from the troubled zones to countries where serene environment is ensured thus leaving the Nigerian nation at the brink of economic regression and low per capital income. This metamorphosed in low standard of living for the nationals.
Rise in Poverty
When the heads in public service are busy laundering the money that are supposed to be used to create employment for the masses and reduce poverty, what happens is that there will be rise in poverty level of the country. Since the government is selfish and does not want to help the poor, poverty continues to be on the rise in Nigeria.

Poor national development
Any country with high corruption level is likely to experience developmental bankruptcy. A situation where some Chief Executive Officers of Companies indulge in corrupt practices to make their money is an indication that the country will suffer good development economically, politically, socially and religiously. When Nigerians keep on syphoning the nation’s wealth to foreign countries’ bank accounts, there will be less economic development in Nigeria while the economy of the country that receives the money is being promoted. 

National crises
So many crises in Nigeria today are as a result of corruption in the country. The insecurity in Nigeria brought about by Boko Haram is an effect of corruption in the country. Corrupt politicians spoke vehemently against the government of erstwhile Goodluck Jonathan using Boko Haram as their agent of national crises because they do not want him to succeed. The attack by Boko Haram has caused national disorderliness in Nigeria and seriously affected the economy of the country.

The Role of the Church in the Anti-Corruption Crusade

The church in the 21st century cannot fight corruption if it places prosperity above salvation of souls. It is not that prosperity is not desirable. Infact, it is very desirable and should be encouraged. The problem comes in when the church neglects its primary role of bringing people to salvation. In bringing people to salvation the emphasis is primarily on attitude, moral, social and spiritual that borders on human well-being, integrity, chastity, honesty, sacrifice and perseverance. Unless the church in Nigeria refocuses, it cannot participate effectively in fighting corruption in contemporary society. The statement of Dr. Uma Ukpai on the church as a business centre earlier on alluded is apt here as well. The church should not see herself as a business centre as opined by the ‘man of God’ rather the church should be alive to her traditional role of soul-winning and be more fervent in preaching salvation for the seemingly lost souls and place less emphasis on prosperity.

In which ways can it then be said that the church in Nigeria encourages corruption? The church today is failing in her duty to tell the truth to her members probably because she wants to have accelerated growth, keep her members and expand her activities. This has become the basis of the "prosperity messages" in contrast to salvation messages. 

For the church to participate effectively in the anti-corruption crusade, it must take cue always from the old testament prophets such as Nathan who rebuked king David for his corrupt act and Elijah, a prophet from Tishbe to Gilead in the Northern kingdom who rebuked king Ahab by speaking ‘Truth to power’. In other words, the church has to speak the truth not only to her members who have shifting identities but also to government. It is not in every case that the church must applaud government's actions especially when they are ladenned with deceit and insincerity.
The church also has to be moral to fight corruption. In doing this, the church must appropriate some lessons from Immanuel Kant's duty ethics which is a sub-set of the categorical imperative. This theory states that: “one, treat others as ends in themselves and two, do unto others what you want done unto you”. These rules are also echoed by the Holy Bible under the injunction “Love your neighbour as yourself”. The church must not only preach this injunction, it must be reflected in her intentions and actions.
The emphasis above is that the church should take the issue of human dignity seriously in fighting corruption. It must establish the basis of treating humans as ends in themselves first. It is when this percept is internalized that people will start seeing the contradiction in corrupt practices. However with all fairness to some churches, the issue of corruption has been confronted at both the theoretical and practical levels. Even the World council of churches (WCC) especially at its Eighth assembly in Harare in 1998 also focused some of its plenary sessions on corruption and graft. It sums up the challenge thus:

In many countries of Africa, corruption has become a cancer whose treatment requires nothing short of surgery. Even more than political and economic crises, the moral crisis poses the greatest challenge to Africa. Moral leadership is the most critical area in which the church is expected to play a specific role.
We can then see that moral leadership of the church is crucial to fighting corruption in Nigeria. The leadership of the church must not be seen to compromise any of corruption among its members and must be capable of speaking truth to power. In other words, it must be able to chastise those in position of authority. Apart from these, the church can also help in reducing poverty by creating employment through its vast resources. This means the church can complement government’s effort in fighting corruption without compromising corruption in government.

Corruption is a hydra-headed problem that is not amenable to a single approach. However, the church can only play its part actively if it continues to emphasize the issue of human dignity within and outside its fold. Without man, there would not have been any religion, riot even the church. This is because religion is an attitude of man towards the sacred, the Supreme Being, we may call him. It is therefore necessary to preach messages that will enhance the dignity of man. This is the first and most viable step towards curbing corruption by the church.
In addition to this, the church must preach genuine democratization. The gains of genuine democratization are uncountable but basically it will make the government responsible and responsive to the yearnings and aspirations of the people and when this is the case both the ruled and rulers will be weary of corrupt and other demeaning attitudes.
Recommendations and Conclusion
Corruption in Nigeria can be reduced with possible remedies. Some of these are given below:
Self-Satisfaction
Self-Satisfaction in this context implies being contempt with what one has. When the leaders of Nigeria are satisfied with the salary they are paid and use them in the right way, the issue of embezzlement and money laundering in the country will just be a history. Managers in some organizations who are satisfied with what they are paid will not have time to indulge in corruption to make more money.

Institution of strong anti-corruption group
Creating strong anti-corruption group in Nigeria is another arsenal to win the fight against corruption in the country. This group is to work independently with the government with good transparency ensured. Any who is caught in corrupt practice by the group should dance the music to be played to him by the anti-corruption agency. That he is a minister or governor of a state should not be an excuse from facing the punishment he is to receive according to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Employment generation
The unemployed in the country find themselves in the state of corruption mainly because they want to make money to meet the demand of the day. Governments and capable hands should endeavour to generate more jobs for the citizens to get employed and paid in return. A busy mind may find it difficult to indulge in corruption because he is paid adequately.

Proper Government funding of Schools in Nigeria
Understanding the importance of skill acquisition by the government will go a long way to propel them to develop all the schools in Nigeria. When more interest is paid in the tertiary institutions in the country, the country will produce graduates who are employable. Installation of the necessary machines needed in the universities in the country will help the Nigerian graduates to acquire skills and use the skills to generate income even when no company employed them after their graduations. Self-employment will make the graduates to be more determined on the work they do and will prevent them from corruption like internet scam, kidnapping and the rest of them.
Treating all citizens equally
Treating any offender in the country equally will help the rate of reduction in corruption advancement in Nigeria. Nobody is above the Law and anyone who goes contrary to the Law of the country should be given the punishment that he or she deserves. That he/she is the Minister of Aviation or Governor of Central Bank of Nigeria should not count in this case. If any minister or head of states is given the punishment he deserves for involving in corruption, others will learn and tend to separate themselves from any corrupt practice of any kind.
Conclusion
Corruption is a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the fabrics of Nigeria. In this paper, discussion had been on the many faces of corruption in Nigeria, Causes, effects, the role of the church in the struggle against corruption and recommendations on how to reduce corruption in the country. We must trail the paradigm of thinking about our economy, and the ultimate goal of the majority. For one that will create an enabling environment for enterprises, we must reason, plan and budget with the understanding that two-third of Nigerians are poor. They must be helped, first to survive, and then, fully participate in the economy of the nation. Consequently, we must create tenets for the very poor and vulnerable while ensuring that social spending also resurrects investments in the economy. We must invest substantially in relevant education; teachers training and vocational and entrepreneurial training.
The country is today experiencing its worst economic situation in decades. A terrible combination of waste, corruption and severe down turn in all earnings have drastically reduced our esteemed resources. We must urgently now find it in investing in infrastructure and all crucial components in the medium and long term means of diversifying our economy. Meanwhile, we must block all leakages and improve on our revenue base.
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