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with ergonomic problems due to the

physically taxing nature of the vso;nhta;(:
hological and social ~disadv
i ir low social status
stemming from their I kers
(Eisenberg, 2009). As informal workel i
IWCs are largely denied access to sqcla
benefits such as health insurance, pensions
and unemployment insurance (McLean,
2000). Zelalem (2006) equally observed that
physical debilitation, lack of educathn to
accurately ~ assess  risks,  emotional
disabilities and income imperatives prevent
IWCs from protecting themselves. Despite
the enormous challenges of informal waste
collection as highlighted above, what
possibly could have influenced the
emergence and expansion of this waste
management subsector? This is the question
this paper seeks to address using Ibadan, the
capital city of Oyo State as the case study..
Materials and Methods
The setting of this study was Ibadan, the
capital of Oyo State, in the Southwest geo-
political zone of Nigeria. Ibadan is located
between longitude 7°20'E and 7°40'E and
latitude 3°35" and 4°10". It is 145 km north-
east of Lagos and 345km south-west of
Abuja, the Federal Capital. The 2019
population of Ibadan using 2.83% growth
rate  (National Population Commission
(NPC), 2007) was estimated at about 3.5
million. Ibadan is made up of eleven local
government areas (LGAs) out of which five
are municipalities, namely: Ibadan North-
East; Ibadan North; Ibadan South-East;
Ibadan South-West; Ibadan North-West. The
Oyo State Waste Management Authority
(OYOWMA)_ls the statutory body for waste
management in _the city. In addition, private
refuse companies were licensed by the
authority to complement its efforts in waste
collection, particularly in the low density
areas of the city (OYOWMA, 2013). 1o
informal private sector s very acti ')' ';I'hg :
€Iy active in solid
waste  management Particularly i ghe
largely inaccessible waste-rj ) ¥
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of the city, given their own
equipment.

Both descriptive and exp]
designs were adopted and both
secondary data were sourced
Primary data were obtained
identified informal waste co]
five (5) municipal local governm
the city. As a result of diffic
ready data on the number of
collectors in the city due to
registration with the governme;
existence of informal waste
association, the researchers v
ten field assistants can
enumeration of the informal wz
using  snowball  sampling
Consequently, 253 informal v
were identified in the five local
areas. All of them were
sampled. A pretested structure
was used to obtain informsz
respondents.  The questi
designed to obtain inform
respondents’  reasons  (in
importance) for engaging in in
collection. The questionnaire
in Engllsh and admini
cnumerators  who could
questions into the native
respondents who did not unc
All the 253 copies of
administered were s;
returned for analysis.

ol

Scanned with CamScanner



Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




G ic Thought
Journal of Geographic Ihf)ug,
PORT HARCOURT, NIGERIA

trickled down to most states and local
sovernments in the country.
!/:\nothcr factor influencing labogr movemer.lt
into the informal waste collectlop sector_ 1S
the high demand for waste collection service
in the city. Literature is replete with
discussions on the poor performance of
formal sector in  municipal ~ waste
management. According to Wahab and O'la
(2017), of 1,491 tons of waste generated in
Ibadan daily only; 52.6% of the waste is
evacuated by the municipal waste
management agency and private refuse
contractors. Thus, 47.4% of the wastes are
left uncollected. Most of the uncollected
wastes are generated in the high density
residential neighbourhoods that are not
captured in the waste collection
arrangements of the formal system. One of
the reasons for the seemingly neglect of
these neighbourhoods is the lack of
vehicular access to most of them as they are
characterized by narrow streets and chaotic
housing development. There is, therefore,
high demand for IWCs in these neglected
neighbourhoods because of their ability to
penetrate these neighbourhods due to the
nature of their waste evacuation (Cart/Wheel
barrow). Also, the UN-HABITAT (2010)
posited that informal waste management in
developing countries results from and is
supported by the low performances of
municipal authorities in terms of provision
pf efﬁcnent. waste management systems. For
instance, in Male (the capital city of
Malc%wes), Fhe. informal waste collectors
provide samitation services to inhabitants
s of the municpaity (Meding, 20050,
v start-up capital is the fifth major factor
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In a study of informa] waste ¢g|) ,
Ibadan by Ola (2016), it wag ron 18 iy
the cost of renting a cart and shoyg
N200 and N50 respectively. Thit lowe Wag
requirement  provides i
participation in informal wagte collect;

Ease of entry into the informga] ‘ ;
collection sector is the sixth major :‘:‘:‘}
influencing the decision of IWCs to JOm
waste management business as indicateq
the result of Relative Importance Index, 11
established from the literature that inforp
waste management sector in mogt
American countries has been so
such a way that registration with
collectors associations is requi
entering the sector (Medina, 2005a; Samson,
2010; Sembiring and Nitivattananon, 201’('
while in many African countries inc din
Nigeria, free entry into the sector ;
guarantee (Samson, 2009; Zhou and
2010; Sandhu, 2012; Katusiimeh, Bu;
and Mol, 2013). This finding appears
confirm the assertions of the later group
scholars that there is no barrier to ente:
exiting informal waste sector in most
world cities. =
Another factor influencing labour moven
into the informal waste collection sect
the persistent pressure
parents/guardians on their children

to take up the job. This a
number of teenagers including
children engaging in the job. It ha
emphasized by a number of
child labour is one of the maj
informal waste collection and
worst culprits in this regard.
ILO (2004) estimates put
child labourers aged
worldwide at 256 mi
171 million work
About 110 million a
The report further s
largely responsibl
parents cannot affo
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