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P.M.B. 1515, llorin, Nigeria.

qhstract

This paper investigates the resultative serial verb constructions in Igho. Contrary to the view
expressed by Déchaine (1993) that Igbo does not have this type of serial verb construction, this
paper confirms that the resultative serial verb construction is attested in the language. The
vimimalist Program is adopted as the theoretical framework for our analvsis. A major finding of
shis studv is that Igbo attests more serial verb construction types than those discussed in the
lserature. In resultative serial verb constructions, the object of the initial verb (V) is the subject
of the second verb (V). This is a peculiar feature of causatives in which the object of the “cause”
vorb is the subject of the “effect” verb. It is also found that verbs in serial constructions may share
core argument subject and other arguments, and not necessarily must share the same argument
subject as defined by some scholars like Welmers (1 973) and Bamgbose (1974).

Kevwords: resultative serial verb construction, Igbo, subject-sharing

1.0 Introduction

Serial verbs are complex syntactic structures that are internally made up of a number of verbs. The
peculiar nature of these kinds of verbs among African languages has necessitated the need for
theories of grammar to take cognizance of them in syntactic analysis. Serial verbs allow the speaker
1 express various aspects of a situation as a single cognitive package within one clause and with
one predicate. This paper investigates Resultative Serial Verb Constructions (RSVCs) and the
properties of such verbs in Igbo. This serial verb construction type violates the same subjecthood
constraint which is typical of most serializing languages, in which all the verbs that _make up ‘the
serial construction share a single subject. In RSVCs, the object of the initial verb (Vi) 1s the subject
of the second verb (V»). In otl;er words. it is a case of argument sharing. We also consider causative
construction as a form of RSVC in the language.
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.5.0 Defining Serial Verb Constructions _ ‘ : R
Serial verb construction (SVC) or verb serialization is a syntactic resource w l}xch allows the speal et
1@ express various aspects of a situation as @ single cognitive package \\'n‘hxrﬁt one clause and uinh
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¢c. O gara ahia  zZwo ncha
315G go-PAST markel buy soap :
‘He/She went to market and bought soap.

All VPs in the series share the same grammaticnl subject except in RSV -
understoad to be the subject of V2. This 1s referred to as subject-object
(5)a. O siri i vie

3SG cook yam eat

*He/She cooked yam and ate.’

here the o
allcrnalion Sv

“b. Adameére di yaarug ulo
Ada cause husband her build house
‘Ada made her husband build a house.’

It is clear that the subject of the verb siri *cook” in (Sa) is also the subject of 70
object of Vi is also the direct object of V3, therefore there is internal :\rsiument ’f
Collins (1997) following Baker (1989) states that internal argument shz;rinu is ¥
of SVCs. In (5b) the object of V1 di ya *her husband” is the subject of V. (5b) i
(1) The individual verbs that make up an SVC can function as independ: 1‘ »lb‘
(4a) and (5a) above can be thus; i
{6)a Adéna-ebt nku

Ada PROG carry firewood

‘Ada carries firewood.’

“eat

b. Adanid-aga hja
Ada PROG-go market
‘Ada is going to the market.’

c. O siri ji

3SG cook-PAST yam

‘He/She cooked yam,’ A
d O riniji

38G eat-PAST yam
‘He/She ate yam.*

The VPs s he same i i

mdicagjes:z;e(g;e) T:l:;r?g:g F,gsln'ly)erallve, fulyre, indicative, hortative, or progres

i mcaningfex siy e. c'rlal constructions are used to express some me:

direction, modality, caue‘ati\il Csls)ed are preposition and adverb. SVCs are also l."\u] '

St o isaly S, enefaguvc. 111:~;tl‘un11e|1tals, manners, comparisoin,
0, 197%; Madugu, 1976: Ogie, 1991]).

23 Types of Serial Verb
There are different types

V compo :

unds which are

analyze i : : : e
Contrary 10 Dechaing™y ( yzed as being derived from covert serial constructions b

Constructions in Igbo
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el Serfal
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) 2.0l goro okuko gbito sie rie

~ Ogu buy chicken kill cook eat - .
‘Ogu bought a chicken, killed [it]. cooked [it] and ate [it].

are related are formed. All the verbs share a single

(Dechaine, 1993)

b O kwird okwu kwda dkwa
38G speak word cry crying
*He/She spoke and cried.’

¢ 0 bjard kuo aka
38G come knock hand
"He/She came and knocked.’

Dnti\fe Serial Verb Construction
VG indicates and distinguishes the recipient of sometl
905 10 Igbo usually surface as V-V compound. Hence,
¢ 10 datfve serial constructions on the surface in the language
) states that SVCs are used in expressing dative. Examples (9a-b) st
ABWith V-V compounds, while (9¢ - d) illustrate those with serial construction.
_blnydre  Add égo
G borrow-give Ada money
e/She lent Ada some money.’

hing given or transferred. _Dalive
Dechaine’s (1993:202) claim lhgt
does not hold. Emenanajo
) show dative

as Vs
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T RN T

Gno i
ou (pl.) yam
pl) yams.

0 bﬁ.nyéré
318G carry-give ¥
‘He/She gave you(

kwo nye M
give me
pook and gave me [for me)."’

0O zutara akwu
38G buy book
‘He/She bought a

O natard ya nyé uzo

35G collect 385G give Uzo . ‘
‘He/She got it from him/her and gave itto Uzo.’

2.3.4 Resultative Serial Verb Constructiqn
e constructions surfacing as V-V compounds, resultative consy
stru

{ like the use of dativ
Just like nds in Igbo (10a-b) (Baker & Stewart 1999:11). There

surface as V-V compounds ; :
where resultative constructions surface as true serial construction (10c¢-{).

(10) a. 0  kuy-gburu Eze¢
3SG hit-kill Eze
‘He/She beat Eze mercilessly to death.”

b. Ha ku-wara iké
they hit-brcak cup
“They broke the cup.’

c; Ada mere di va aruo ulg
Ada cause husband her build house
‘Ada made her husband build a housc.” -

d. O kpoo anyj bia
3SGcall us come
‘He/She summoned us.’

£ Uzo ziri Obi goté azy™
Uzo send Obi buy fish
‘Uzo sent Obi to buy (some) fish.

f. Ada nyéré Obinri  rie
Ada give Obi food eat
‘Ada gave Obi food to eat.”

?r;ﬂlol lgho, Resultative Serial Verb Constructions
Om?:zlli?\‘gg\{l/l\:)u ofS\f”C‘in which one of the verbs in the serialization expresses the rc.xui:
understood to Ive'llré slull;l'n RS\'E expresses the result of V. Thus, the object of Vi 15 ,'cgardcnli .
as incorporating into V chcx"?(} 2. For those RSVCs that surface as V-V compound, Va is it
derived through movc‘n;e:lél\( the complete predicate (Dechaine, 1993). Example (102)

: opertion as shown mn the diagram below.
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Cliong :
i Salsy |
are some OCcasioyg |

41 ftatrace copy !
{4V, This shows t
{1 with the copying ¢
{ ation by which a copy 0 d
{ uisequently merged in another position.

4 oreness constraint if all the lexical verbs i
{40 RSVCs do not share the same subject but this SVC type is still accepted as grammatical in

and |

above >

DP k.
/\
T VP,
/\
pp v!
/\
g VP,
N
Vi V, V!
Vi Dp
;SG /I;UST ::]’1' gbu l [lu

‘He/She beat Eze mercilessly to death.”

n its original position under the node VP,. The moved verb is incorporated into
hat Igbo V-V compounds are covert serial constructions headed by V. This is
omponent of movement. We see that V, involves a form of merger
f the moved constituent which has already been merged in one position

4G5 do not have a single subject, and as such, it violates the subjecthood constraint of SVCs.

hdomo (1993:39) describes subjecthood constraint as “a construction ¢ satisfies the subject
in ¢ share the same structural subject”. However, lexical

0 The examples below from (10e-f) buttress this claim.

423Uz ziri Obi goté azu

Uzo send Obi buy fish
‘Uzo sent Obi to buy (some) fish.”

b.Adanyéré Obinri  rie
Ada give Obi food eat
Ada gave Qbi food to eat.”

Tlﬁ‘ AT " s H q o]
i in (12) above show RSVCs where the subjects are not shared. This is further illustrated

hthe diagram below.

Mgy
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sy ———

I

(13)

DP /"\

[PAST] DP /I'\
| /VP’\
DP '
Vs P
Uuz? -1 zi Obi g‘mé a|z?
Uzo send Obi  buy fish

‘Uzo sent Obi to buy (some) fish.’

RSVCs are also attested in Yoruba as exemplified below.

(14)a Olopaana olé naa be (Déchaine, 1993)
police flog thief DET cut
“Police whipped the thief bloody.”

b. Olu gbé omo nda subi
Olu carry child DET fall
“Olu caused the child to fall.’

(Arokoyo, 2010)

3.1 Causatives as Form of Resultative Serial Verb Construction in Igbo

Causative constructions (or causatives) are linguistic instantiation that express the conceptual
notion of causation (Payne, 1997). It can be seen as a device that changes the grammatical status
of the arguments in the predications. This_type of construction introduces a new argument that
represents the notiomral “causer”’, which can be considered as having the (new) grammatical role of

Causer, placing it in subject position, while demoting the original subject to oblique or peripheral
status {Palimer, 1994; Tallerman, 2005).

P 2 a - . 4 4 ] ¢ t'
Causative constructions are considered as form of serial construction which involves the ‘caus

. & ] > . ) 1 "- lo
verb and the ‘effect’ verb in the sequence. The verb of causation precedes the verb which refers 10|

the effect, or the result (Aikhenvald, 2003; Uwalaka, 1995). There is a controversy as (0 Wheth®
Causativc. cogstructions with a single predication expressing a single event of a P'}“T”'fn
construction involving a matrix clause and the addition of a causative verb gives m(’_, IO,‘;\d
a’ddilional clause. Tallerman (2005:206) distinguishes between causatives which are blC“:‘:;_;‘. 1‘70)
those which form a single verbal unit and not as predicates in separate clauses. Payne “’)I i
argues that causatives consists of a predicate of effect, while the predicate of cause which

Mt i
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; ptains the notion of causation, the predicate of effec v
«dau_sclcoqe expresses the effect of the causative situation,
ause eXPre
poy ate nee- ‘
cd the boy 10 cat rice.
the basic simple clause. The structure in (15b) is

hich is embedded in (he

‘5 Wwe caus

0. b a g .
(]53) above is a causative construction.

54) has been demqted from its original position. as the subject of the simple cf
o piect, we has been introduced. Also, a new P"C.dlCﬂte —we caused is introduce
Pl - ,Jl n‘ew clause. There are three types of causatives. These are lexical, mor;
| ga[wl;z:/analy‘ic causatives (Payne, 1997; Tallerman, 2005).

;jperi[’"a

A (l ause,
‘ d - so

phological

i wical
‘{f{ﬂfding 10
Sl the no!
agsiively, S0 ¢
i ‘:b}{c[ There aret

Causative ) )

payne (1997:177), most, if not qll, languages have some lexical causatives. In lexical
tion of clause is wrapped up in the lexngal meaning of the verbs can be used either
hat no causation is expressed, or transitively, so that they include a causer as their
hree subtypes of lexical causatives as exemplified with Igbo data below.

Lexical Causatives with no Change in Verb Form
107, Eere ky-wa-rd
" plate hit-break-rV

‘The plate broke.’
b. Add ku-wa-ra éféré

Ada hit-break-rV plate

‘Ada broke the plate.” (i.e., Ada caused the plate to break)

i Lexical Causatives with some Idiosyncratic Change in Verb Form
4 o 0sisida-ra

tree fall-rv

‘The tree fell.’

b.Qbi gbu-dara  Osisi
Obi kill-fall-rV tree
‘Obi felled the tree.’

{DLexical Causatives with Different Verbs
1 a.0bi nwy-ru

Obi die-rv

‘Obi died’
b Ez¢ gbi-ria Obi

Eze kill-rv Obi

‘Eze killed Ob;’

iThe 5 . . : tive
; ) cxamples in (16 to 18) above are causative constructions. The verbs in most causa

:*it’urcs 0 [gho are of the V-V compound (Uwalaka, 1995). The causative is a verb a;\d g:':;crid:z
“verb in the V-V compounds. Uwalaka claims the Igbo has the cause-verb p

gy
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¥
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R

| Opjsosed 1o the ver
{hat gives rise 1o V

" 10 the caused event.

- reading of cause-V, This is v

p-cause found in the IllL‘Tmlm‘\:. I addition o this, a gy U
efb - clause pattern occur in morphological causatiy ¢

, jeal Causative . o
iltzplm:\;l;grz;zia“vc\ imro]\'c‘a pl’()d\lcll\f? \‘hﬂll)%t‘ m the form ol the Syl "
inflected on the verb in this case with (_hrs use of the aflix -~ we vather thyy sing *“I\-l:
vetb. ‘

(19) aAda rahy-ru
~ Ada sleep-tV
*Adaslept.”

b, Nne - rahy-wa-ra Ada
mother sleep-CAUS-rV Ada
‘Mother made Ada sleep.’

3.13  Periphrastic/Analytic Causative
Some causatives are analytic in that they involve a separate ¢

‘ . _ ol AUSANV e oy
they consist of a matrix verb (expressing the notion of CAUSE) whose sententl L‘“l“l‘Ill e
' Che

N Cley

Mrefe

(20)  a.0zo md-r¢  m chja ochy
Ozo CAUS-tV me laugh laugh
*Ozo made me laugh.’
b0  méré anyjbjs
358G CAUS-rV us come
‘He/She made us come.”

c. Ada me-re di ya rug ulo
Ada CAUS-rV husband 3SG build house
‘Ada made her husband build a house.”
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