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Focus and Scope of the Journal
of the FOUNTAIN: Internationqj Jour

The a“‘]uragc scholarly research in Arabic and 'Ial Of'/“.“bic and Islamic Studies (FLIALS) s

IS teviows, and 6588 Shidies | slamic Studies. The journal also publishes
rCscarcl“l"‘p ; Tinisie. tra lk idies, mf:ludmg but not limited to the following fields:
Arabic mcralllll ; angd contc’ ans z.\tlon ‘S‘}ldlCS, Islamic philosophy, ethics, Islamic society,

{amiC Jaw, Is ‘fnh i mpor‘t‘“}'_r.Cl‘EEOHS, Islam and science, education and training in
am, human ngsl 'Sc;\ccs 1cIs;1)011§1b1}11193 n Islam, the science of Hadith, Sirah, Glorious
Qur'an and 1ts SCICNCCS, ;a“ﬂc Jurisprudence, Muslim scholars, Islamic banking and
fiances {slamic economics, Political system in

: W Islam, Islam in the modern world, Islam and
(he gocial Sciences, Islam and Digital Humanities
\

tis @ platfqull for authors ar?und the world to share their scholarly works and experience.
And it prowdcs an avenue for ac.:ade'mlcs, and rescarchers to publish current and S1gm.ﬁ0'fmt

carch works. The specific E)bjecuvcs of the journal are: offering a forum for PUbl‘Sh,mg
I h quality research on Arabic and Islamic Studies, providing new ideas and philosophical
g Sings regarding current Arabic and Islamic studies problems and promoting greater
gt &:dge sharing between various scholars in Arabic and Islamic Studies around the world.
know'butions of scholars both from internal and external articles will be warmly welcomed
C(?ntrl cat appreciation. The journal published two Volumes annually, in May and November
ik grma)’ be written in Arabic or English Language. However, paper written in Arabic
i?l?lguage must have another abstract and key word written in English Language.
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Fditorial
. v
ik Almighty Allah who made it possible to produce the Volume 2
of FOUNTAIN: International Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies (FlNumber I edig

.by expe.rts.in the disciplines of Arabic and Isl J‘fIIS), It °0ntal'on
jences within anc.i out§ide Nigeria. The articles di:;nlc ,Studies, A:lns
1 of Islam in Nigeria and globally. Comribtllltss issues rel“tins’
| ‘ cation and 2 from Kano State SUBEB from O1S are from |g
Nigeria. The edition contains total of 26 articles 21 in English and 5 in A Wl?hln and ougsig
hors are responsible for the views exprcssiaa; liil?;g.uage) c
CIr varjgyg

It should be noted that the aut
articles. The Editorial Board, in no way, has influenced any finding or concl
nc usioH of
the

articles.
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INTEGRATION BETWEEN |§|,

AMIC AND WEsT
TOWARDS A COMMUNITY 1)5\1',.;'[,33}\'}[?;{3'&‘ fl‘l’;’%f AL L

J. ABDUR-RAFIU. Ph.D
D'cpnr'lmcnt of Arts Education
Umvcrsuy of Ilorin, lorin, Nigc'rin
abdurrafiu,i( unilorin.edu.n
07068231116

his study was geared t d ssirat
L st'lm; p ste;fs in r‘:)“al s analysmg.lhe essence of integration of Islamic and Western
education Sy, promoting  community development in the 2] century. In doing so

analytical method was adopted and datq was collected through print and electronic sources.

Concepts of {he major themes like education, [slamic and Western education were expounded.

kmowledge towards promoting community develop

{ . ment were analysed. It was revealed in the
study that Islamic education does not make any disparity between acquisition of what is labeled

religious knowledge and what is tagged otherise. Islam advocates for a kind of integrated
education that would lead to achieving the optimum benefits of this live and hereafter. In
addition, no reasonable educational system or Jorm of useful knowledge should be ignored.
Wisdom, knowledge, experience, exposure and skills that are of great benefit to religion and
humanity must be pursued, acquired and utililised for the betterment of Muslims. It was
concluded in the study that Islam advocates Jor a kind of integrated education that would lead to
achieving the optimum benefits of this live and the hereafter. Sequel to the findings and
conclusion from the study it was recommended among others that the integrated curriculum
should be incorporated into schools curricular; spiritual and moral education should not be
relegated to the background because without spiritual and moral uprightness there would not be
peaceful, stable and progressive society and that every individual must endeavour to put into
practice the valuable education he/she has acquired towards community development.

Keywords: Community; Education; Development; Integration; Islamic; Western
between education and society. As such,

Background to the Study education should be given a first and foremost

Education has been viewed to be a  place in the service of democracy which
veritable tool for development in a given  demands not only that people be protected but
society as it is often been stressed that no  also that they take part in decision making
society can record laudable and sustainable  process which affects the future of their
development without recourse to education.  society.
For any community to develop economically, It is also not a gainsaying that the
politically and morally, both male and female  kind, quality and standard of education
members of such community need a very  acquired by the citizens of a given society
sound education that will make such  goes a long way in determining the directions
individual a useful member of the society.  of growth, development and progress of that
Dhimar and Patel (2013) submitted that a  society. Perhaps, that is why Abdur-Rafiu
nation’s progress and greatness depend not  (2014) reiterated that the achievement of our
only on its material national goals depends largely on our
achievements but also upon its great thinkers,  educational system and programmes. He
artists and scholar that are regarded as  furthered highlighted that our political,
creative genius. In fact, historical records  economic, social and health problems can
provide evidence that cultures have collapsed  only be remedied through the quality of
because of failure to utilize intelligent and  knowledge, ideas, values an.d skills that are
imaginative methods for solving their  exposed to the citizens in schools and
problem. Navaratnam in Abdur-Rafiu (2014)  colleges.
noted that there is a dialectical relationship

89
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A cursory look at the 'cducmim,ml
historical facts would reveal that in our‘duf\{
country Nigeria, the kind of (.Bdl.lcallOl’\f:S
curriculum offered by the colonialists Wi

adjudged to be responsible for the lr\lltrhf%%
development and hence led to the clamour ! 3
onal curriculum. The all

shange in the educati :
;t; cc%ucation and school curricula during the
colonial period majorly revolved ﬂl:OU“
i le who would be of service t0
producing peop wo yurch, the
the trinity of the colonialism- the chu t: i
government and  the commercial 1Mt
(lfemeje, 1984 & Amacle, 2000
Ajidagba (1998) also submitiec: "7
the structure of early westem education Wa
built on the philosophy of the WhIE
missionaries that is production of‘ peop'le wit (;
limited literacy but strong Christian fal'th and
this was why the early schools were situate
in the church premises. In furtherance of .lhe
objective, the curriculum then was nothing
than the bible teachings. the level of education
then was also nothing higher than elementary
or what could go for a nursery school level of
today.
The large junk of Nigerian people had
to resist the kind of education brought by thf:
colonialists as it does not cater fully for their
needs in the aspects of socio-cultural
heritages, agriculture, natural  resources
exploration and technological expertise. The
situation then hampered progress in citizen’
educational attainments and subsequently
retarded the nation’s development (Amaele,
2007). The advocacy against the dearth and
the form of education available then had
necessitated the change in the policy,
philosophy and form of education in Nigeria.
The point here is that as education is
inevitable in determining development in the
society, the form of education offered goes a
long way in equipping the citizens with what
are required of them to discharge towards
developmental spheres of the society, This
however create a locus for the subject of this
paper as it tries to highlight the essence of
integration between Islamic and western/
Cotiobi i o e e gt
pesicd: y € contemporary
Moreover, the discussion on subject
matter of this nature appears to be tangled
because of_the cumbersomeness of the ideas
permeated in the concept. In other words, the

90

cept i @ contextual subject mateey that
con Ius contextual analysis. Thercfore,
wumu‘ch in this paper vis-d-vis the issue
“ppro(; be based on the context of g,
woul The observed situations gy

qunity- . i i
comit ceptions and misconceptions

eived con :
gﬁ:clocality arc some of the factors adjudgeq

roach. For instance, in this 2|«
fz;l:ﬂ; ?gfognizable percentage of people are
. 1 informed about the importance qf
“c’ieumtion and the roles played by education iy
zom;nunity deVelqplnent. But ?he issue is g
about the perceptions and attlt.udes towards
the Islamic system of education. On thjs,
Muhammad and Bakar (2913) noted that there
is a widespread perception that social ang
economic development can only be achieveq
through modern secular education, whjle
religious issues are no longer relevant tq
puman development. _ _

[n another dimension, historica]
ounts have it that Islam and Islamic
ded Western culture, religion
and education in Nigeria and the principles of
reading, ~ Writing and religion  which
constituted the onus of the Western education
made it appear to the Mus'lims and native
people as a Christian education system. This
consequently made the system unacceptable
among the people then. Today, we still have
view people whose attitudes towards westem
education is still not encouraging but on the
higher percentage, Islamic education has been
relegated to the background. However,
attempts would be made here to unravel how
beneficial all forms and systems of education

are to humanity.

acc
education prece

Concept of Education

Education could be a process or a
product. Fafunwa (1994) defined education as
“the aggregate of all the processes by which a
child or young adult develops abilitics,
attitudes and other forms of behaviours which
are of positive value to the society in which he
lives”. He stressed further that education is a
process of transmitting culture in terms of
continuity and growth and for disseminating
knowledge to ensure social control of
guarantee rational direction of society.
According to Jimoh (2004), education is the
!O‘a'l'fy of the experience made available o an
individual in order to make him develop an
all-round personality and be useful to himself
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as his community. On the same note,
2005) viewed cducz}tion as a process by
the values of society are transmitted
enerations through a well defined
such as knowledge, skill, attitudes
and the development of the socictyj
1on is a set of activities which entails
. - down the ideas, value and norms of
han acicty aCToss the generations.
the Amaele (2007) was also of the view
education as @ process connotes
nission of what is worthwhile to thoge
who are committed to it. Education entails
: exposure to knowledge,
experiences and cultural values through
formal, non-formal and 1qf9nnal training for
e PUIPOSE of attaining all  round
developme“t in the society (Abubakar, 2013).
Fducation prepares 'the young people for
sctive participatlon in the. maintenance and
jevelopment of  society.  Education
emancipates the human mind, develops the
potentials and imparts useful and relevant
skills to individuals, thereby enhancing the
growth of the society. In other words,
education prepares the human mind to enable
people  cope with future challenges in
industry, science, technology and their
advancement bound up with the progress of
education (Arikawei & Etigbamo, 2015). As a
product, education implies what is remained
in individual after schooling. In other words,
it refers to the quantity and quality of the
acquired knowledge and the extent to which
the knowledge and experiences are been
utilised and manipulated to benefit the society

(Oladosu, 2009).

as \Vcll

Abiri
\\‘hic
acro

that

Western/Secular Education

Western Education is the type of
education that stemmed out of the western
culture. It is a European form of education
that came in through the shores of most
African countries with Nigeria inclusive. It is
an educational system that entered into
Nigeria through the southern
protectorate of the country. between 1842-
1914 with the establishment of missionary
schools which subsequently made people
become literates in Roman scripts and as well
have impacts on the existing traditional
education and culture of the people
(Ayanlowo, Emmanuel & Bello, 2015).
According to Ali (2016), the salient features
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of  western
development o
for spiritual:
liberal man;
developing

education  system  include;
f all human potentials, except
development of democratic
"‘::) UlSing rlcligion as basis for
51 ral  values but instead
el s iy, deopmn o
: gence, it
discourages lradili;)ng usss reasons and
pragmatism, b dnopton 40
- bee}iol‘/r?t\;zir;c(\;\’?‘stcm education system
disposed to religi 5 (;] % b?en fu\{ogrably
materialism Th'glon anc pibtng e b
ISm. This was as a result of the earlier
persecution of scientists and philosophers by
the Ch‘ristian clergy. This also led to the
separation of church from the state and
consequently gave birth to secularism. With
this development in the west, educational
system was also shaped along secularized.
This is because of the unstable nature of the
secular educational system, all manner of
beliefs and ideologies plague it. It is therefore
the duty of the tutored to carefully choose
what he or she will be schooled in and how
far he or she intends to allow these ideas to
control his or her livelihood.

Attas (1979) as quoted by Ali (2016)
reiterated that the spirit of western culture and
civilization is characterized with displeasure
towards religion. The religion in the sense as
we mean ‘Din’ has never really taken root in
Western civilization due to its excessive and
misguided love of the world and secular life
and of man and preoccupation with man’s
secular destiny. In addition, Al-Gharib (2007)
in Ali (2016) noted that the worldly sciences
are exploited to produce a mechanistic and a
materialistic human being without much
consideration to the humanitarian aspect; and
develop a mind-set that sees no error in
transgressing its limits and in violating the
environment.

Concept of Islamic Education

Islam has been viewed to be a
complete way of life. It is evident in Qur’an
6:38 that nothing has been left unmentioned in
the book. This implies that Islam is not only
about religiousity but also about every sphere
of life. Hence, the Islamic world view with
regards to education is referred to as Islamic
education. As noted by Ajidagba (1998),
Islamic education is a system of education,
which entails ideology concept expounding
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INTEGRATION BETWEEN ISLAMIC AND WESTERN...

the very nature of life (here and after), and
prescribing the position of man and his role
on carth. This view of Ajidagba was
influenced by the opinion of Qutub (1997)
which stressed that Islamic education inclu(.lcs
the doctrine and pragmatic set up Wh.lCh
emanate from and premised on the i.(lcologlc_ul
framework The framework in question enta!ls
cthics and its sustaining power, poli_thS and its
characteristics, social order an.d its values,
oconomic precept and its philosophy
internationalism in its ramification.

Albalagh (nd) was of the View t.hat
Islamic education is geared towards ma%{lﬂg
people conscious of the Creator on a basis of
rational understanding, SO tl3at healt!l(};
relationships would flower, helping to buil
believers’ personalities and induce 1n them_a
correct vision of life and Hereafter. The basic
aim of education in Islam is all round
development of man. Islam perceives man as
the khalifah- which means the rePresentatlve
of Allah (God) on earth and he 1s en'd.owed
by the Almighty Allah with the ablllt‘)’ to
distinguish between right and wrong options.
Thus, the ultimate goal of education, fro‘m
inception is to build the individual whf) will
act as Allah's khalifah or at least put him on
the path leading to such an end (Abdur-
Rafiu, 2013).

However, Ajidagba (1998) cautioned
that Islamic Education should not be
deliberately misconceived as Islamic Studies
as the latter refers to an academic subject
within the purview of Nigerian western-
oriented educational system. Moreover, the
former refers to the total upbringing of an
individual within the content and context of
Islam. It therefore transcends the classroom
setting. It can be received formally, non-
formally and informally. The focus of
Islamic education is on the Islamic concept
of life, here and hereafter, prescribing the
individual's position and role on earth.

This implies that Islamic education is
not restricted to learning about the religious
creeds on'ly, but rather it is an all-
encompassing system that caters for a]l-
round development which cut across all
facets of human life. In other words, just as
Islam. encompasses the total way of life
Islamic education spreads its tentacles tc;
Per{neate scientific, political, economic
socio-cultural principles. As a matter of fact:

and

92

the first revelation ever revealed to the
prophet corroborates this point.

“Read in the name of thy Lord Who created:
He created man from the clot; Read for thy
Lord is the Most Bountiful; Who taught by
the pen; taughtman what he  knew no»
(Qur’an 96:1-5)

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was also reporteq
to have said: “Search for knowledge even if j;

would be in China”. |
« [t is incumbent on every Muslim to seek fo,

owledge”
i An inward look at the content of

the verses above would r;veal the Meaning
and dimensions of Islamic education. | j
inherent in the excerpt that the nature of
education propounded in Islam is inclineg
towards religious, scientific, technologicy|,
economic and social principles.

Islamic Position on Education, Science ap g
Technology ) ry

As highlighted earlier that [g,, |
leaves no stone unturned in delving intg all
matters of life, Islam holds and Maintajng
favourable position on education, science anq
technology. Islam canvasses for educatiop of
all forms. Reading through the Islami,
sources would reveal countless admonition
and directives towards education, science anq
technology. The first revelation stated herein
earlier is an instance.

Furthermore, Islam has promoted
education at a time when the whole world was
engulfed in ignorance. Consequent to
teachings,  experiences  and training
established in Islam, the early generation of
Muslims became learned and civilized
people. Having been instilled with the benefit
and instrumentality of education towards
community development, early Muslim
leaders and past scholars like Umar Ibn !
Khattab, Harun Rashid, Ibn Khaldun, Ibn
Ishaq al-Kindi, Abu Musa Jabir Ibn Hayyan
cte. attached enormous significance to
education, pursued it, excelled in it and cven
surpassed other nations in development and
productivity. These early Muslim scholars
like Ibn Sina, Ar-Razi and Khawarzimi served
as the carrier of the torch of civilization for :
many centuries. Sophisticated instruments, i
including the astrolabe and the quadrant, as i
well as good navigational maps, were g
developed by the aforementioned early
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m scholars. In a nutshell, Islam is not
od to any endeavour that is of benefj

0P “\What matte i
jumanity: What matter most is that such ap

Cmbmkation should be pursued with good
intcn‘ion and for Allah’s sake.

Musli

concept of Conum.mit).' Development

A community is the city, town or
village where Peo!)lc live or associate with,
When community 18 (?eﬁned through physical
ocation, it has precise boundaries that are
readily understoocj and accepted by others
(Frank &  Smith, 1.999)- The term
development has to do with growth, progress
and expansion. It also implies change.
However, various definitions have been given
o the term community development.
According to Fox, community development
may involve  the  construction  or
rearrangement of physical facilities -- sewer
systems, roads, and bridges. It may include
expansion of the economic base through
Jocating new manufacturing plants or other
sources of employment in the community.
Community development is the planned
evolution of all aspects of community well-
being (economic, social, environmental and
cultural). It is a process whereby community
members come together to take collective
action and generate solutions to common
problems. Community ~development may
involve organizing people and groups for
social or political action to improve various
aspects of living, both economic and non-
economic (Frank & Smith, 1999). Also, the
United Nations  viewed  community
development as “a process where community
members come together to take collective
action and generate solutions to common
problems”

The International Association for
Community Development also  defined
community development as "a practice-based
profession and an academic discipline that
promotes participative democracy, sustainable
development, rights, economic opportunity,
equality and social justice, through the
organisation, education and empowerment of
people within their communities, whether
these be of locality, identity or interest, in
urban and rural settings" (IACD). Community
development seeks to empower individuals
and groups of people with the skills they need
to effect change within their communities.
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These skills are often ¢

formati oanl

i e 2 ki B
wdemined b()tl; .h ommunity dc.vcl.opc'rs' must
and how 1o nﬁ‘;“r s “.”.th diviy s
within the conte tcf ICOmmunmcs' e s
ol thal wii‘l o larger. It starts from .thc
wealth of k;oxvle:ll? o i thcr.c e
56 T st ge and experience whlch, if
e e Q(ctioe \tvays, can be channcled'lpto
dagiced action 0 ac}.ueve the communities'

goals (Wikipedia, 2018).

_ Community  development is a
conscious and a conscientious effort to do
something (or many things) to improve the
commpnity. It seeks to improve quality of life.
Effective community development results in
mutual benefit and shared responsibility
among community members. It helps to build
community capacity in order to address issues
and take advantage of opportunities, find
common ground and balance competing
interests (Frank & Smith, 1999).

More so, community development has
resources that serve as facilitators of the
desired developmental projects. These ranges
from natural, human, financial and
infrastructure  resources.  Arikawei and
Etigbamo (2015) noted that several elements
are important to make the whole system of the
community becomes functional. The elements
that are integrated include education, health,
nutrition, agriculture, housing, security,
infrastructure, politics, culture/religion and
recreation.

Natural resources are all the things
that nature provides. The natural resources has
to do with natural phenomena such asland, air
and water, minerals and surface/subsurface
metals and ores,oil, gas and petroleum, trees
and other plants, wildlife and the standards,
legislation and policies relating to the above.
In addition, human resources are about
people. Although people constitute the central
hub of all community matters, it is important
to have the right people in the right jobs with
the right skills, knowledge and abilities to
enhance community development.  The
category of people that can steward issues
relating to community development need to
undergo forms of education and training
through which they would get acquainted with
the required skills exploitable in the
community development process. In other
words, the value of people and their talents

rcated through the

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

INTEGRATION BETWEEN ISLAMIC AND WESTEF\N...

pillar  of community

! \ (
development.  People are n‘nc?\ul:};,l"“nl:llc
should be treated s the ‘musl S
fesource in @ community (l~nmkv ‘d }n o
1999). However, attempt o rc..w.un e
luman resources as a ‘nccc.ssn?fl T
community development 18 lcml\u i e
resources development. l-lcncc‘. tl\c’ itk
aducation in human resources develop

bocome imperative.

constitute ~ crucial

Benefits of Integration of Islamic n;:d,
Western  Education 10 Community

Development o .
As reiterated carlier in this work,

education, irrespective of its form or types,
C s dividuals with wherewithal that
sl B il ingful life
would enable them to live a meaning t
and contribute their quota to the dcveloplll)lcﬂ
of society in which they live. It has .also. een
stressed over the years that education 1s an
indispensable tool  for th.c progress a?d
development in a given socicty. AS such, the
integration of both Islamic a}nd Western
education would go a long way In bcncﬁttmg
the society. An integration of both Islamic and
Western education or religious and secular
education would not only prepare its bearers
to be intellectually and morally sound, but
also provide opportunities for its beneficiaries
to make useful contributions to the
development of the society. In addition,
integration of education would enable the
bearers to address and tackle societal
challenges from various perspectives.

In order for cultures to become
integrated, they must know and understand
each other. In addition, they should appreciate
and respect each other. Therefore, integration
does not require the parties to give up their
own characters, nor to focus on their
differences. This is regarded as the proper
form of integration (Fan, 2004). He added
that thf: concept of integrated education
cr'np}}amzes methods which concentrate on
viewing the student as a whole person, The
goal is not about how to find a good job or
make big money, but about how to develop a
icli)(;ti]\l')ilglt;l }iuﬂ?:d b;,mg- Ever)! part of the

» body, emotion and spirit
§hould be fieveloped at the same time and bé
:]lltsglr:ted into the whole person, I 3 related

pment, Kumar and Ahmad (nd) posed

about the prcfcrgncc to life when educateq is
neglected. In their wnrfls lhc){ lamented thyg:

Though there is a higher and

wider significance to life, Of

what value is our education, if

we never discover it? We may

be highly educated, but if we

are without deep integration of

thought and feeling, our lives

are incomplete, contradictory

and torn with many fears; ang

as long as education does not

cultivate an integrated outlook

on life, it has very little

significance...... s In our

present civilizatlonl education

has very little meaning, except

in learning a  particular

technique ~ or  profession,

Instead of awakening the

integrated intelligence of the

individual, cducation g

encouraging him to conform to

a pattern and so is hindering

his comprehension of himse|f

as a total process. To attempt

to solve the many problems of

existence at their respective

levels, separated as they are
into  various  categories,
indicates an utter lack of
comprehension. Education
should bring about the
integration of these separate
entites —  for  without

integration, life becomes a

series of conflicts and sorrows.

Of what value is it to be trained

as lawyers if we perpetuate

litigation? Of what value is

knowledge if we continue in

our confusion? What

significance has technical and

industrial capacity if we use it

to destroy one another? What

is the point of our existence if

it leads to violence and utter

misery?”

The points in the above submission
.depict how beneficial and instrumental is the
Integration of educational ideas in promoting
and facilitating our developmental directions.

The integration of educational systems would

SOME questions to express their puzzlement bring

94

about an all-encompassing
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_topment. It would also serve as the way
dove having meaningful life, For instance, a
ity that has the myjority of its people
Fralr uainted  with a balanced  and
W siated cducation conld never be compared
mtcbthe one Wwith people with  shallow
:-(:i aal onal experiences. Qura’n says: ‘can the

sle be compared to those that are

arned peor
o nlmcd'. (Qur'an 39:9)

no! mk-nw Islamic Educational, Scientific
i Cultural Orgm\izntif)n (ISESCO)
p dmonishﬂ‘s the education p?hcyn_mkcrs in the
slamic worlq to ndgpt an !nclu_snfc, forward
looking and lllllov:\t}\’e vision for education.
mclusi\"mess requires  a gomprchcnsive
m‘dmzanding of education issues, and a
polistic answer to the challenges associated
with them, within the framework of national
sustainable developme'nt plans, with the
panicipation of all parties concerned, and in
line With the relevant objectives and plans of
¢ international community.

Opeloye (2012) stressed that among
factors that inhibit development in the
is the erroncous impression that
religion  is  averse to scientific and
technological knowledge. He stressed further
hat if this is true of any other religion, it is
certainly not true of Islam. This submission
would be the basis of the submission of the
present study that Islamic education spreads
its tentacle to accommodate various branches
of knowledge, science and technology.

In addition, underscoring any of the
educational systems or forms is not good for a
society that clamours for a sustainable
development. The prophet of Islam was
reported as having said that “wisdom is a lost
property of a believer, so wherever it is found,
it should be grabbed”. Based on this it 18
never a crime or a sin for a Muslim to acquire
both Islamic and Western education. What
agitates the mind of this research is that if
what is described today as ‘western
education’ is all about sciences, technology
and innovations are these themes lacking in
?slamic education? Are the Islamic teachings
imbedded in Qur’an and Sunnah focus only
on spirituality? The answers 0 these
questions show that issues of sciences and
technology are integral components of Islamic
education. Also, the teachings embellished by
the Qur'an and Hadith go far beyond been
restricted to spiritual terrain.

amut

th

the
society

pmmmlf\/l\ld.‘in\va;\d look into the s(ory‘ol'
6 Glrath m (AS) would depict integration
L odlcation In the sense that Allah
;;l(xl\hhshcd His omniscience and Mightiness

also endowed  Adam  with useful
cducation, Qur'an 2: 31 reads: “And He
taught Adam all nemes (of everything).
When making inferences from this story, one
would note that apart from spiritual
components, there are elements of science and
vocational education inherent in the Qur'anic
story of Prophet Adam (AS). In addition,
Prophet Nuh’s (AS) life history was not
devoid of science and technology. Qur'an
11:38 reads: * And make ark before Our eyes
and (according to) Our revelation..” “And he
said: Embark in it, in the name of Allah be its
sailing and its anchoring; most surely my
Lord is forgiving, Merciful.” (Qur’an 11:41)
Also, a logical glance through Prophet
Ibrahim’s (AS) history would reveal how
hints on his laboratory experiment. Qur'an 2
260 reads:

And recall when Abraham said:

“My Lord, show me how You

give life to the

dead,”  Allah said: “Why! Do

you have no faith?” Abraham

replied: “Yes, but in order

that my heart be at rest.” He said:

“Then take four birds, and tame

them to yourself, then put a part

of them on every hill, and

summon them; they will come to

you flying. Know well that Allah

is All-Mighty, All-Wise.”

In addition, enough elements of
science and technology were inherent in
Prophet Idris’ life history. Idris was the first
person who sewed clothing and used a pen to
write and also studied astronomy and
mathematics. The reason he is called Idris,
which comes from dars (lesson or study), is
because he taught people many sciences (Abu,
2021).  References to skills acquisition,
agricultural, entrepreneurial and economical
development could be inferred when studying
the life histories of Prophets Yusuf, Daud,
Sulayman and Musa (Alayhimus Salam).
Qur’an 34:10 reads: “And assuredly We gave
David grace from Us, (saying): O ye hills and
birds, echo his psalms of praise! And We

made the iron supple unto him
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In the first revelation revealed to the
Noble Prophet Muhammad, apart ‘lrom
reference to God which depicts spirituality or
religiousity, mentions are also made to the
crucial themes that portray ~clements ul:
knowledge integration. These themes include
art  of reading, crcnl'ion, cm!n‘yu:ogy.
functions of pen and bountifulness of God.

: ; 3 ,
Another practical instance on”hob\;
| i >ducati stem could
tegration of educational sys !
oot community

smployed as a means 10 imur
zie\ilo.pmcnl is the Qur'anic .lu‘s‘tong:\l
account of Dhul Qamayn. Allah said “Verily
We established his power on earth, and V\{c
gave him the ways and the means to all endsl
(Q.18: 84). However, the p_rmcxpal of lllc
endowments and means given t(') Dhul-
Qamayn was education. In z}ddntn()ﬂ, it was ;m
integrated education. This is reflected in t X
teachings and dealings of Dhul-Qarnayn. :
portion of the story shows where h.c .prca'chc
and demonstrated godliness and religiousity to
his subjects

Until, when he reached the

setting of the sun, he found it

set in a spring of murky water:

Near it he found a People: We

said: "O Zul-qarnain! (thou

hast authority,) either to punish

them, or to treat them

withkindness."He said:

"Whoever doth wrong, him

shall we punish; then shall he

be sent back to his Lord; and

He will punish him with a

punishment unheard-of
(before). "But  whoever
believes, and works

righteousness,- he shall have a
goodly reward, and easy will
be his task as We order it by
our Command." (Q18: 96-98).
As reflected in the foregoing
verses, the character displayed
by Dhul-Qarnayn has to do
with justice and godliness.
What could have afforded him
that opportunity should be his
knowledge about God, the Just
and Most High (religious and
moral education). A powerful
ruler of his kind who is not
cognizance of his Lord would
not mention God when he

96

Tre—
dispenses the paraphernalia of
his authority.
In another dimension, the siopy «
the form and quality of )cr()iluil:n,.\(”s
DhulQarnayn possessed, It has o dg e, (m;l‘l
with religion but also with  Scjenee
Technology.
Until, when he reached (a tract)
between two mountains, |
found, beneath them, a people
who scarcely understood
word. They said: "O 7.
qarnain! the Gog and Magog
(People) do great mischief oy
earth: shall we then render thee
tribute in order that thg,
mightest erect a barrier betweey,
us and them? He said: "(The
power) in which my Lord has
established me is better (thay
tribute): Help me therefore with
strength (and labour): [ wil|
erect a strong barrier betwee
you and them: "Bring me blocks
of iron." At length, when he hag
filled up the space between the
two steep mountain-sides, He
said, "Blow  (with  your
bellows)" Then, when he hag
made it (red) as fire, he said:
"Bring me, that I may pour
over it, molten lead." Thus were
they made powerless to scale it
or to dig through it. He said:
"This is a mercy from my Lord:
But when the promise of my
Lord comes to pass, He will
make it into dust; and the
promise of my Lord is true."
Pondering on the above would show
that when Dhul-Qarnayn was consulted by a
community for assistance against two tribes of
Gog and Magog, he asked them to bring iron
and build a fire to melt it and then to pour
molten copper over it and make this strong
dam. The point here is that the kind of
expertise knowledge he demonstrated in his
attempt to block the Gog and Magog is purely
scientific. It was a reflection of his erudition
in science and technology. In addition,
discovering one’s innate potentials and its
exploitation is a great means to developing
self and the community. The intellect given t0
him by Allah was exploited to proffer 2

angd
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g weak p_eop!e‘s plight. Dhul
§ | was amazing in his handling, wise in
?an:v‘!)” and unique in the manner of his
s M

mmkm?‘x nother lesson from Dhul Qurayn's
o that is gcrmanc t.o our discussion is
onabomtio" in cdgcatmn. Dc§1)ilc the fact
above his people with respects to
, experience and exposure, when
consulted for help, he instructed that it
bas to be @ collaborative effort. As such, he
e(‘iucﬁt od them and worked along with them,
omoted the spirit of sense of belongingness
tnong _ them and made accord between
himsel (the super-ordmz.ite)_and his subjects
he subordinates). This is also another
<irategy of integrated education. Experts from
different walks of life in a given society
gather together and come up with educational

cumiculum  for the betterment of  their

community.

Further still, the succeeding Islamic
dynasties after the Prophet have also adopted
integrated form of education. They excelled
not only in religious education but also in
sciences, technology, medicine, arithmetic,
philosophy, history, astronomy, astrology and
so on. Not only that, the integration of
education has put Islam in the front in
championing the civilization cause in the
world. It has to be noted that indolence and
erroneous impression are the main cause of
setback for Islamic education most especially
in our societies where people give it only
religious picture in spite of the fact that the
religious obligations are not even understood
and fulfill as stipulated. This situation has
crippled the system and made its ancient
precious values forgotten and faded away.
Porosity has crept in to the system and makes
the system crude, retrogressive and
unrealistic. At this juncture, a big kudos
should be given to the federal republic of
Nigeria for contributing its own quota in
rescuing the situation by coming up with a
programme to integrate Almajiri system of
education and Islamiyyah into  the
conventional education system. The move is a
commendable embarkation as it would equip
the products of the progrmme with a lot of
potentials that will enhance them to make
vibrant contributions towards community
development.

peen
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Conclusion

aliated Fl;:)al:] the fo_rcgo'ing discussion, it was

| education is a veritable tool for
community development. This is because
wnhput cducation it would be difficult to
preside over people’s affairs. Education
“l}"“ys serves as means to an end. People
wn'lhoul education are regarded as dead.
\Ylll\in the purview of Islam, education is to
view the universe from a holistic perspective
without differentiating among its components.
This is the basis for inculcating godliness into
everything. References are often made to God
when dealing with both mundane and
religious phenomena. In temporal and non-
temporal matters, ayyatullah (Allah’s signs)
are to be acknowledged.

Sciences and scientific knowledge are
to unravel and showcase the mightiness of
Allah. As such, Islamic education does not
make any disparity between acquisition of
what is labeled religious knowledge and what
is tagged otherwise. In addition, no reasonable
educational system or form of useful
knowledge should be ignored. Wisdom,
knowledge, experience, exposure and skills
that “are of great benefit to religion and
humanity must be pursued, acquired and
utililised for our betterment. This however
prompts the necessity of integration of Islamic
and Western  education  systems  for
community development in the contemporary
society of ours.

What it is stressed in Islam is the fact
that all forms of education must be integrated
to draw man close to Allah. Islam advocates
for a kind of integrated education that would
lead to achieving the optimum benefits of this
live and hereafter. The Noble Prophet (SAW)
was also reported as having said “Verily, your
body has its rights upon you; likewise your
soul has its rights upon you; certainly, your
family has its right upon you; as such,
endeavour to fulfill

Recommendations

In line with the findings and position
of this study, the following recommendations
are put forward:

1. All hands must be on deck in
providing  affordable  quality
education to every citizen for the
purpose of community
development.
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Our educational institutions should

2
- i ¢ the
welcome and mcorpor.nk Mt
integrated curriculum 10
institutions A
, n
3. Spiritual and moral ulucm:;)‘c
should not be relegated u')thout
background bccm;sc -':;vl:mess
spiritus nd moral upn
spiritual @ F able

there would not be peacefu

and progressive society.
‘e educated people

4. No matter how

' . R e

are, divine intervention must b
sought. vour

Every indivi .
to put into practt
education he/she
towards community
. Acquiring big
qualifications, ~ r1SIng _
pinnacle in chosen carecrs, r_nakmg
a recognizable success 1D 'the
preferred businesses and attaining
the zenith in academia are not
enough until everybody dedicate
the attainment towards building his
community.

Theories alone are not enough
unless translated into practice.
Youngsters should develop good
and serious ambitions and follow
the ambitions with  utmost
dedication and prayerfulness.

The elderly and educated people of
the community should endeavour
and contribute immensely in
ensuring that the  younger
generations are well educated and
equipped with necessary supports
for the survival.

The learned men  should
collaborate  together for the
purpose of proffering solutions to
the factors that may underpin
developmental projects in the
community.

o

ce the valuable
has acquire

development.
education
to the

10.
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