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INTRODUCTION

The educational system in Nigeria Is currently facing innumerable challenges,
The system can be said to be in a state of stress. The alarming and persistent
Increase in Examination malpractices has remained the bane of the progress of
education In Nigeria over the years. Examination malpractice is one of the
greatest soclal menace and cankerworms that has eaten deep Into Nigerian
educational system. The rate at which this academic dishonesty is agrowing is very
alarming. Examination malpractices constitute one” of the most debilitating
problems facing our education institutions today and they are constantly manifested
and reported in our schools, coileges and other higher Institutions.

According to the Executive Chairman Exam Ethics Project (EEP), Mr. Ike
Onyechere!, more than N1 bilifan is lost yearly to examination malpractices,
According to him, exam malpractice is more serious than contract fraud, advanced
fee fraud, bank fraud and election rigeing because examination malpractice is the
mather of all types of fraud and cerruption. This is because exam malpractices plant
the seed of fraud In the fertile minds of the youths. This crisis, as Coombs (1968)
labelled the global phenomenon has been occasioned in the main by growing
contradictions in Nigeria’s social and educational system®.

Examination malpractices take piace in both internal and external
examinations and It is almost a routine to cheat in these examinations: Everyone
continues to decry this cankerworm in the Nigerian education system and all
penalties put in place to stop this trend remains almost Ineffective,

AN OVERVIEW OF EXAMINATION MALPRACTICES

The various forms or styles of examination malpractice are stealing,
impersonation, disorderliness, cheating, conspiracy and aiding, forgery of result
slip, diraffe, iaptop, machinery, microchips, smuggling answer scripts Into
examination venues, and many others. The West African Examination Council

! Olasshinde, F.A.0. (1993), Cheating in Examinations in (he University af tlorin, Styles, Causes and Remedies. Nigerian Joumal
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(WAEC) conducted a research in 2002 on various tricks employed by students to
cheat during examinations and found 12 features that manifest in their answer
Scripts. Some of them are similar answers In a centre, the same mistakes,
candidates' scripts were exceptionally neat or rough as if writing outside, out of
range answer scripts, mare than one handwriting, forgetting microchips of notes in
answer booklets, providing answers that are above the age level of candidates.

There Is an array of literature on the factors respansible for examination
malpractice In Nigerla, They are students' lack of . adequate' preparation 'for
examination, poor school facllities, poor sitting arrangement, socio-economic
factors. Other factors Identified are certificate syndrome, political-undertone,
proliferation of private schools, poor invigilation procedure, supervisory role of
school administrators. Another factor that has been identified why exarmination has
not been reduced to its bearest minimum is the fact that the penazlties for
examination malpractice as stipulated in~ Act 33 of 1999 has not been fully
applied. Ijaiya (2004) however fell strongly that just as jall term or public
execution has not been able to deter armed robbery In Nigeria, a jail term
stipulated in Act 33 of 1999 would not stop examination malpractice and
50, Tjaiya (2004) advocated for the cut off of the link that exists among the
perpetrators of examination malpractice’,

On the penalties for examination maipractice, Act 33 of 1999 stipulates
canceliation of results, heavy fine as much as N100,000,00, to a jail term up to 21
years, This act remains a toothless. bulldog as many of this penaities have not been
effected, The University of liorin (1998) stipuiates a number of penalties such as
rustication for not less than two semesters to expulsion, All these penaities are to
serve as deterrent to students.

CAUSES OF EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE

The causal factors of examination malpractices in Nigeria have been traced to
several sources including, the students, the society, and forces within the school
system, the Examining body and Government attitude to education. The students
are the primary culprits in all matters of examination Mmalpractice. Factors under
student issues Include;

A. Laziness and lack of interest in academic work

Most students are generally lazy, they do not attend classes as at when due,
and so become lli-prepared for examinations. Students often think they wili be
helped during examinations; therefore they pay little or no attention to hard work.
The inability of students to cope with school work (examinations expectations) as
well as \nadequate preparation for examination by the students Is another major
student factor that contributes to examination malpractice. Most students have very
paar study habits and are unable to cover their syllabuses before examination.
The desire to pass examination at all cost to please parents and themselves, even
when they have little or no preparation before examiination,

! Umiye, N Y S, (?'OMJ._ Agents of Examination Malpractics in Nigerign public examinntions; Who & the strongest link? Paper
r=osemiod :; the ‘7. ’Nuw‘nal Conferonce of the Natican) Assoclation of Educniional Researchers ant Evaluatars, (NAIIRE) held
- Llnitag 21 %2 e 2004
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It Is also notable that students often suffer from poor self-respact/sell-
discipline and low self-esteem. They Most students lack self- confldence to face
examination on their own self esteem and without belng helped to pass'. Pocor
value orlentation, The students in this 21st century have lost values like honesty,
integrity and self-respect, hence chesting in examinations.

There |s also the problam of wrong cholce of subjects of study/career. Some
etydents make wrong choices in schiool subjects due ‘to lanorance; parental
pressure and other persanal reasons leading to poor performarnce in thelr academic
werk and l-preparation for examinations. They rasort to examination malpractice
to survive in the schoo! system.

Cheating in examinations |s often motivated by the desperation to acguire
certificate or get placed in a programme or be selected for a position, There Is no
doubt that with the gradual coliapse of Nigeria’s . economy from' the 1980s,
unemployment among achool leavers has risen. In the zbsence of relizble labour
statistics, as high as half of the products of secondary schools and possibly 40
nercent of university graduates could be in the category of educated but
unemploysd in Nigerla. A situation where graduates wait for three to upwards of
six years to get empicyed is unsatisfactory and wasteful, The negative effect is
that it has been observed that most of thosa who Impersonate others In
examinations do so on contract and as a source of income. uUnemployed graduates
aver three years and above readily jump at opportunities to serve as “‘mercoaary
writers” without thinking of the moral and criminal implicatiens of their actions. Of
course the individual, It is believed must exist first, before m ral or criminal issues
could have refevance. It is the hope that when the society satlsfies Its ‘3,':,‘5. ‘3{
providing jobs to integrate youthis into Its fold, the soclal mataise of Exam
malpractice will suhstantially reduce n Nigeria

g. . ha Factors of Te2™ ars/School Administrators of Prapne.tix:s‘ e
come Lteachars, schiool administrators and proprietors of priv uxt.. s.r.L. s
sust dishonest and allow themselves to be invnlve_d in examlnatign r:':e-,pva .,-.I
:‘my'schoc! scored 160%" syndrome, also contributes to_examm;‘a’;‘mn m{zﬂa‘
Hy this group of stakeholders. Some teachers are lazy and unaole to o

evimyiabed syllabuses in subjects they teach, leading to INE stnment;. br;::;gr:n!—
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well as teachers, invigilators/supervisors have low Income to meet their ever-
growing human neods/wants, and so they often see examination malpractice as 2
quick way of getting money to meet these needs {Joshua, 2008).

D. None Application of Sanctions by Government

The relevant laws in the school system have prescribed different sanctions
for different forms of examination malpractice. But often times, the government
agencies (which include school administrators, Ministry of Education, University
senates, governing hoards, etc) do not have or display the willpower to enforce the
relevant sanctions and punish the offenders, This nonchalance or impotence on the
part of agencies/bodies to implement the laws encourages other people to
perpetuate EM, as "nothing will happen, even when caught”,

THE SOCIETY AND EXAMINATION MALPRACTICES

The Nigerian society is corrupt and decadent. It would be asking for the
impossibie to expect that the school as microcosm will be different. The schoo!
system mirrors the socicty. Hence the corrupt tendencies, sharp practices, 419
syndromes in the sociely have been replicated in the school as an organization
within the societal supra-system. The hope is that when the society’s ethics and
value system improve, and then there could be a downward trend in the incidence
of examination malpractices and ills in the school system.

Effects of Examination malpractice

Exam Malpractices discourage good candidates from studying hard, Good
candidates are tempted la believe "Il u cannot beal them, join them' especially as
they see other candidales get away with their corrupl behaviours. This behaviour
may be contagious as more and more candidates tend to join in examination
malpractice. They believe that even if they are caught, they will get away with it
and the end will justify the means.

Some innocent students are denied opportunities for admission. Many good
students have been denied admission by the corrupt ones who through examination
malpractice have belter scores and grades”. The best brains that could help in
research and development are likely to be thrown out or frustrated while seeking
admission.

1t delays the processing of examination scores and grades. Every year, many
students are caught for engaging in various examinations malpractices which needs
to be investigated before results are released. Thourh some results are withheld
pending the determination of the cases, some arc decided before results are
released. This extends processing time,

It dissatisfies candidates .Candidates who possess certificates they cannot
defend are dissatisfied. They have psychological problems arising from the way
they acquired their certificates, In some instances, they will not be bold to present
the certificates because they can be presented with tusks that will require them to
defend the certificates

It decreases |ob clliciency .This has a senous Implication on the gross
domestic product of the country, It also has effect on the general quality and

* Heksiein, MA (2003), Combetrng academic frmd; Tasvads o cullure ol mlepnity Betricved fron www.unescoorg,
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standard. Imagine the havec of a hall backed medical doctor could wreck on human
lives. What about Leachers who cannot competently handle the -ubject they ara
trained to teach. There |s a chaln effect of exemination malpractices en the
educational system and the society as a whole.

The menace is a cause of worry for all stakeholders as well as adherents of
maral and ethical uprightness in the Nigerian soclety. Sometime ago, a non-
governmental organization known as Examination Ethics Project came up and
conducted researches across the nation on |ssues of examinsation malpractice, For
instance, in 2003, the Examination Ethics Project reported that out of 929,294
candidates that sat for the May/3une WAEC O’ leval In Nigeria In that year, 112,969
representing 12.05 percent were cavght cheating in the examiraticn. The follewing
year, 2004, the Evamination Malpractice Index (EMI) had increased to 16.9
anrcent. This means, for every 100 candidates In the examination, 16 -17 of them
were caught cheating. Most casas are not even recorded and reported.

According to West African Examination Council Reports In DAILY SUN
newspaper of August, 29, 2006, in Nigeria, between May/June 1996 and May/lune
2005, a total of 14,408,336 candidates sat for WAEC and 1,367,725 of them,
representing 9.4% over that period were involved in examination malpractice. This
means for every 100 candidates that took examination, about 10 of them cheated.
OF caurse, these were the ones reported. -

These frightening figures show how presently, the menace of exarmination
malpractice has eaten into the very fabric of the educational system, with Its
attendant negntive effects. To magnify the malignant nature of the problem, in
2007, then Minister of Education in Nigeria, Mrs, Obiagell Ezelownsili announced to
the nation, the 324 blacklisted schools barrad from serving as centres for any
axamination conducted by West African Examination Councll (WAEC), RNational
Examinations- Counri! (NECO), Joint Admissions and Matriculations Board (JAMT),
due to thair reported Involvement In Examination Malpractices. The Minisier said
this as quoted by Fdukugho (2007)’. “The schools through the proprietors,
principals, teachers as well as compremised supervisors Invigilators and community
|padars work in concert to facilitate chaating by students. # eyidence from such
gtudies have listed, amang others, lli-preparedness for examination feading to lack
of confidence Ly the students, poar zellities especially sitiing arrangemant In

e+amination balls, low morality, etc., a5 causes of examination malpractices

in Nigerian institutions.

It has been observed that the Nigerian society hasgradually saiftas from traditicnal
i on, - This has
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remarked before a highly placed university official: Don’t worry Sir, T will bring
another score from.... I had been warned to pay for a tugher score, I did not know
this will not reach the cul-off mark. That is, the kind of parents in the Nigerian
society today who would purpetrate heinous crimes to get what they want.

EDUCATION AS A TOOL I OR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Nigeria government must perceived education as a means of giving its
citizens tools for effective functioning as Individuals and social beings. Thus,
education becomes a vital and crucial tool needed for the formation of minds from
childhood to adulthood in a designed environment callerl school where learning and
the acquisition of skills can take place for the total development of each individual,
the society and the nation as a whole”. The overall aim of education Is to shape the
behaviour of an individual, so that he or she can perform most effectively within his
social milieu. ’

Bearing in mind the role that education is suppose to play In nation building,
a nation stands the risk of being underdeveloped In terms of accumulation of
illiteracy, disease and 'poverty when its youths reject the honour of getting sound
education and seems to opl for fraudulent activities and deceptive ways in making-
ends meet as epitomized by examination malpractices thereby negating the
philosophy of sound education. The products of such a system can only grow up to
be cynics, unbelievers, insensible, dishonesty, ignorant, narrow-minded, myopic,
unintelligent, deceptive, close-minded, one sided beings who would be indifferent to
the issues of life and powerless to act, create and succend”,

It was opined“" that malpractices have a paralyzing effect on the developing
nation. Its process makes void In our youth, future leaders and professionals a
eituation that leads to & future of social, political and economic insanity and
bankruptcy. According to him, engaging In examination malpractice lead to
cancellation of results which means great waste ol resources to society and
parents, and provides sources of great agony and injustice to innocent students.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON HOW TO CURB EXAM MAL¥V RACTICES

Over the years, due to rampant of indiscipline in Nigeria, the Federal Military
Government promulgated a Decree covering miscellaneous offences, Including
examination malpractice with stiff penalties. For instance, a punishment of twenty-
one years of imprisonment is pronounced on any student found guilty on exam
malpractice. Despite government efforts to put this measure in place, people still
circumvent the law and the level of students’ involvement has continued to
increase. The percentage of those involved in exam malpractice In West Africa
School Certificate examination grew from 1% in1995 to about 14% of the total
number of candidates In 1994.The incident is not limited to. secondary school
students. This cankerworm has reared his ugly head inlo the Nigerian Law School
where the Director General vowed to Institute an action against two lecturers who
were recently involved in exam malpractices.
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The Registrar and Chief Executive of the Joint Admissions and Miatric
Board, (JAMB), Dibu Ojerinde, on Wednesday, May, 16th, 2012, requestod for
assictance from the Economic and Flnancial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in fghting
malpractices piaouing the conduct of public examination In Nigerip, The Registrar
made this request in Abuja during a visit to the EFCC Chailrman, Ibhrahim Lamorde
in his affice. Mr Qjarinde said that the most chalienging Issue confronting JAMB wes
the iseun of examination malpractices. He sald that though tha miandate of JAMB
was to conduct credible and valld examinolions free of malpractices, the rising
ate of sharp practices among students sitting for its exominations has become a
use for concern'’,

"There is this particular ¢ase of @ woman in Ikirun, Osun State, During the
examinaticn, a search was conducted on her and the sconnar gave indication that
there were fareian metal object In her body. All entreaties to her to bring out what
was on her failed unt!l a woman supervisor had to fake her to & closet and undress
her only to discover that @ handset was prepared just like a pad In‘her private part.
1t was that bad. If we had not used the scanner, we couldn't have detected it/ Even
gt that, I am sure thare were people that still went away with it,” said Mr Ojerinde.

Also In most of our high Institutions this evil is the order of the day, where
peaple employ various means of passing examinations, some throuah exporting
extraneous materials to the examination hall, which is the old fashlon, with the
advent of GSM phones and other telecommunication gadgets. A lot of studants In
aur various schools have developed a way of using these gadgets [0 cheat in an

xamination, Alse other students have develop other means llie qetting the

auestions before the examination with the support of thelr lectursrs, some by way
of thraatening the lecturers perhaps berause they are cultists, whilo seme ladies
f zatening : v e 1

offers thelr bodies to gain favour from lecturers, this also is 3 sort of examination

sg
2]

ralpractice.

The government,
and implemantation in the sector, Is aiso 2
examination malpractice, The Nigerian governmen
tey are to compat the crime. Gov

given lis |ackadalsical attitude towards policy formulation

major contributor ta this scourge of
t has not madea Its stand Known

srmment itsei’ has

to the citizenry on how serlous '
been the first enemy of progress towards this direction because it has failod aive
snforcement to the existing law pro nulgated by Its military b ar who felt that
the evil brought abaul by this exam malpractice could only be combated throuu!
sanction, According ta the highest court of the fand, the Supreme Cowt, :."_".h_:“ CAse
of University of Tlorip Vs Oluwadare idowy,’® delivered In tha vesr 2000, ©y

o = palcatiaal

3
Sylvester Lmaru Oni, 1.5.C. It was evident that exam malora _
offence and should ba 127 with the courts te determine and whonyar is found g
he made to pay the price, The agent being employed to dellver i
cankerworm cannot tlo it because it 5 =1 &8s {
can zlso be used as @iding @ng &O¢ ge
suggestion can be ueaful in combating exam malpractice;

I pohitishad by TV Chanaels, on J3h el 2
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PENALTIES FOR EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE

Exam Malpractice Act 33 of 1999 stipulates cancellation of results, heavy fine
as much as N100,000.00, to a jail term up to 21 years. This Act remains a toothless
bulldog as many of these penalties have not been invoked. The University of llorin'?
stipulates a number of penalties ranging from rustication for not less than two
semesters to expulsion. All these penalties are to serve as deterrent to students.

Government should revitalise the existing law promulgated by its Military
Brother o be meted out on culprit of the offence Anyhody found quilty of this be
handed over to the law enforcement Agent who will in turn arraign the person
before any court of law for appropriate sanction . Court should-still be_allowed to
make pronouncement on the culprit of exam malpractice. The culprit while in-the
prison custody is made to re-wnte the exam after which he/she goes back to
complete his/her studies.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on my findings, the followings are recommended to schools and
Government to bring this cankerworm (examination malpractice) to the
barest minimum.

» School facilities in term of sitting arrangement and halls have been a major
cause of examination malpractice. The universities should guide against
indiscriminate admission of students so as not to overstretch the facilities
available. There should be good environment like good ventilation, good

examination chairs oand adequate spacing between students., A lot of
templations to cheat exist when they are too close to one another, The
National Universitiecs Commission (NUC) is waqing - war against over-
population 10 the Nigenan universities. Universities should continue to admit
students based on the facility available.

The Federal and State Governments should continue to establish more
universities to give opportunities o more candidates seeking admission.
Many private universities are being established but thoese are for the children
of the privileged as the average families cannot offord the cost of private
universities.

Many students who endgage in examination malpractice have been found to
be academically weak which are traceable to the faulty foundation in their
educational ladder. It 15 recommended that there should be improvement in
the delivery of instruction especially at the foundation i.e, primary level.

The use of mobile phones as the new devise for examination malpractice
should be curtalled. The universities should ban the use of mobile phones in
the examination halls,

The integrity of the university lecturer is important in curbing examination
malpractice. Undue familianty which can make some students to have
advanced knowledge ol the examination should b totally discouraged, The
invigilators should be very vigilant in their supervision of examination and

" University of Horin A 1998), Sradents Careded i s Bisbes vl Ko soiatiaay, s, lisas oy Press
West Alncan  Examoatign Coancl Fosum 20038 Sowdenry Tricks in Examsination. |y os, WAEC
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should be fair to everyone. The question of double standard should not be

mentioned.

Finally, examuiation malpractice Is withqut any doubt, & part of our
educat:ona) sy.s'tem. The Federal Government through the Naéionaanriencation
Agency is working hard to change the value system of the soclety by mounting
many campaigns against corruption, electric cable and pipeline vandaiization, |
salute the courage and the steps teken by University of llorin-in mounting
campaigns frequently on the Ilis and penalties: of examination malpractices
particularly at the beginning of every sesslon so that students who are cut in the
act will not claim lgnorance of not being warned before penalty is meted out on

while other

them. The University Administration should continue doing this
Universities should emulate University of Ilorin until this cankerworm Is totally

wiped out of our educational system.




