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CHAPTER27
Urban Violence and Sustainable Development

Challenges in Developing Countries: Perspective on
Environmental Politics

F.A. Arernu, L.Saka,A. A. lslaq and O. I. Aluko

Introduction

Human.beings are rational and always seek forthe best environment
to grow and attain the maximum potential. The environment is a
yital place for economic, political and social interactions for
humankind. The economic environment gives a lee way for financial
and capital transaction which gives space for individual to
breakeven. The social environment is the interaction point which
gives the people either a physical contact or an imaginary contact
place. It is so important because it contributes to the either the
peaceful coexistence or an acrimonious existence. The political
environment sets the terms, conditions and policies of the
interactions of the social and economic environment. The most
unique of the environment is the geographical location which
houses all other environments in the confined region. It also serves
as a key factor for the level of development which a country can
attain. A politically healthy environment will determine the kind of
environmental politics which will ensue and affects the
socioeconomic stability and sustainable development process
because the political terrain determines the policy to be formulated
and implemented in the geographical milieu .

Environmental politics perspective is a thought that focuses on the
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state as a platform which may disallow or allow ungoverned spaces
to exist consciously and unconsciously within the geographical
environ ment. The ungoverned spacesare the geographical locatio.: r-

which unban violence or invisible violence takes place. It includes
areas that are not easily accessible by the security personnel due to
the geographical terrain such as the swamps, creeks, mountainous
and forest zones. The social and the economic environment of the
ungoverned space is a breeding spot for urban violence such as
ethnic militias, separatist groups, religious extremists and other
forms of hoodlums which is characterised with hit and run guerrilla
warfare. This allowance permits unwittingly characters to rend
havoc on the polity thereby delimiting sustainable development
(You,Hugand Anthony 2014).

development in any environment.

This chapter discusses issues involving ungoverned spaces in the
environment which are the soft sport for urban violence. The
challenges that the urban violence also infers on the environment
are also discussed.Conclusions are premised on the notion that the
larger the ungoverned environments in the polity, the greater the
tendency for urban violence occurrence in the country and
invariably the lower the extent of sustainable development.

Conceptual Clarification

The environmental politics in developing countries have a lee way
for the rapid growth of urban violence, patron client politics,
patrimonial politics and many other socioeconomic melees. The
compromised judiciary as well exists in the constitutional
environment of the wider sphere of environrnentaf politics. The
compromised constitutional environment makes way for the
judiciary (lawyers and judges) to create an escape niche for
offenders against the community's progress. This therefore makes
the proceeds of crime to be attractive and violence space to be
lucrative in most developing countries (Escriba'-Folch, and Wright
2010). This to a large extent posessevere challenges on the process
of sustainable development within such environment.

Urban Violence has been widely perceived by various scholars as
different things as it appeals to them due to theirfamiliarity with the
phenomenon, their personal idiosyncrasies and the environment
which they are operating from. The compendium of their opinions
gives us three perception of urban violence. These perceptions
include the process of occurrence, a deliberate action and as an
organised abandonment by the state. Fourchard and Segatti (2015)
opined that urban violence isa processof occurrence which involves
the labels such asautochthony, nativism, indigeneity, ethnicity, and
In some casesxenophobia which is the term generally referred to
discourses and practices that are discriminatory towards foreign
nationals. This implies that urban violence occurs in a
multidimensional manner which transcends the immediate
environment to other communities and countries. It may involve an
inter group or intra group occurrence.The theoretical construct- of the Tyre Burning Theory depicts the

scenario of environmental rancour and acrimony. The disharmony is
a typical reflection of the incompatibility ofthe social, economic and
political environment with the individuals living within the
geographical environment (Aluko 2016a). Tyre Burning theory is
employed to explain the aftermath of urban violence on the
environment while the process tracing research method is used to
link and establish urban violence as a challenge to sustainable

Akinwale and Aderinto (2013), Oyeleye(2013) and Aluko (i.:016b)
perceived urban violence as a situation that emanates from rapid
population increase and uncontrolled migration from the rural to
the urban areas in a country, which imposes a greater pressure on
the limited available resources and thus leading to undue
completion for social, economic or political space and further
leading to crises or violence. By implication, urbanization process
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cite asbasisof actions, !he world environmental politics isguided by
the united nation general assembly provisions, Thisgives provisions
to all COuntriesof the world to collectively relate in a mutual way and
form other channels of interactions. Thisprovision isduplicated in all
continental organizations of the world, down to the regional
organizations and finally domestic interaction within a country(UNHCR2015),

Environmental politics at all levels is Usually to the advantage of
some continents, regions, countries and individuals and at the same
time to the disadvantage of the others. Sometimes, the trend of
favour Of the Policies formulated to guide Countries or individual
may change over that the initial benefiCialof the trends and tides of
environmental politics will be. at the losing end (Martinez-
Fernandez, Kubo, Noya and Weyman 2012), This is much more
prominent at the domestic levels where by the policy to CUrtaila
form of behaviour or marginalization will be used against the
government bysome groups.

By the way of amplifying environmental politics., it is a tool for
creating a niche for a group who are domiciled in such an area.The
new set of people, policy or government official who want to gain
accessto such area will have to pay compliments to such indigenous

. and domicile groups in such areas, Due to the environmental
arrangements and politics in such area, once the domiciled g~OUps
are left out of the policy discussion,the policy will eventually fail and
thereby creating an ungoverned space and loophole for violence
perpetuators to thrive. Usual ungoverned spaces in developing
Countries include the creeks,jungle routes, rivers and other marine
routes and the forest routes. Environmental politics in such areas

.has to some extent promoted urban violence and imposed more
challenges on sustainable development goals and strategies of suchaCountry,
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Theoretical Framework

Tyre Burning Theory

The final signature to be left on the major roads and pedestrian
pathway at the end of the violence is incombustible tyres carbon
which is the remains ofthe burnt tyres. Tyre burning is the hallmark
of violent protest in a community which to a large extent indicates a
breach in law and orderthatthe state security agenciescould not nip
in the bud before its onslaught (Aluko 2016a). This theory was
propounded by AlukoOpeyemi (2016) and the theory hasbeen used
to substantiate andjustify the indelible aftermath of violence in any
environment.

Theul1derlying assumption is that the indicator of chaotic
demonstration or violent outlook in any society is b'Jrning of
substances, breaking of windows, smashing of cars and burning of
tyres on the major roadsorthe sphere of the violent occurrence. The
most rampant of the indicators of urban violence ~ndviolence in the
community is tyre burning. The quick sign of chaotic violence
demonstration is burning of tyre on the road by the commuters and
the aggrieved protesters.

Tyre Burning Theory claimsthat asignature which the violent protest
movement, group of aggrieved persons and civil dissent do leave
behind to show a minimum violence which had taken place in the
time not far way is prominently tyre burning among other
destruction with different scaleof effect on the environment (Aluko
2016). This also implies that there is a little and miniature line of
separation between peaceful protest and a chaotic protest both
within the governed environments~and the ungoverned spaces
created by environmental politics. Violence may not actually lead to
destruction of lives and properties but when it gets out of hand, tyre
burning is its simplest signature to be left behind.
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Thp tvre burning mode: fUILher elJ/ogisescrime-violence incidence
as a scenario where the comrr,uters got invoked by perceived
negligence of the government and law enforcement agencies. They
get th~ms~lves together and move in cluster chanting offensively
.but ~gltatlng peacefully at the initial stage, suddenly they get
infUriated by either law enforcement interception, Psychological
over-stimulation and or a planned work of the protesters. At that
moment, the ply cards and banners turn to sticks and stones and the
hallmark of the protest and violence is burning and destruction of
properties such as vehicles, window smashing, shops, motorcYcles
and houses vandalism and even injury to human life. The final
signature to be left on the environment, the major roads, pedestrian
crossway and highways at the end of the violence is carbons of
inco~b~stible tyres which are the remains of the burnt tvres, Tyre
burning IS the hallmark of violent pretest in an environment which
indicates a breach in law and order that the state security agencies
could not nip in the bud before its onslaught.

Urban Violence Issuesin Developing Environments

There are different environmental terrains in different countries.
This makes each Country to have different environmental
develop.mental is~ues. The issues of urban violence in many
devel0p.lngcountnes are environment oriented. The environmental
areaswhich passesuch challenges rangefrom ungoverned spacesin
the creeks, river, forest, jungles to judiCial and constitutional
environments which are porous and make a way for undue
advantageof aGroupover the others and yet it transcends this to the
political organised violence against the environmental peacesoasto
cover a track bI in-house government offiCials. All of these issues are
point of divergence to sustainable development in a country and it
will betreated one after the other.

Thecreeksare strategic environmental locations in swampy areas in
mangrove forest and some other salt waters. They are pathways
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which are specially and secretly covered from the general layouts by
group of people for covered up events. These cover up activities are
usually antithetical to the state welfare and progre.ss. They are
susceptible to many deviant urban violence pr~ctlces sU:h as
kidnapping den, illegal mining of crude oil, crude oil bunker, IIle~al
refinery and escape route for criminals from the state sec~rlty
personnel to a cover up safe haven. This geographical space.ISan
ungoverned environment of the state which has the pot~ntlal of
ruining the attempt of sustaining the little development achieved by
the government if it is not effectively managed and mapped out by
the security agents of the government.

looks dreadful to be assesseJ :;"eJ if il is cohabited by militants and
terrorist groups the urban violence which will ensue will further
create harms against the environment by delimit the extent of its
sustainable development. This is due to the fact that the economic
and other resources which should be used for developmental
purposes will be diverted to curative purposes.

A vital issue of note in the general environment which has a great
deal of impact on the development of countries is the bureaucratic
environment. This environment is very technical and has the
potential to cripple all progressive and developmental process of a
country. A compromised government bureaucratic environment will
not be devoid of organising a political violence against the state by
in-house state agents which will also successfully cover up their
tracks. Ethicised violence and religious focused violence are other
forms of violence which a compromised government bureaucratic
environment can result into. Any country facing issuesof ethnicity,
religious violence and politically motivated violence will have a
difficult time in sustaining its development, building a virile political
super-structure, a buoyant economy and socially developed
environment.

Another germane issue in the developing environmen.t ~hich
delimits the extent of democratic sustenance is the constitutional
and judicial environment. The constitutional environments of
developing countries are usually porous route accessed by lawyers
to perpetuate urban violence in developing countries. The
loopholes in the constitution and other legal amendments ~ade by
the legislatures are usually capitalised on so asto create a.nl~he=
political and economic saboteurs. The loophole capitalization
'processencourages individual who could afford t.he charges of t~e
legal luminaries to defraud the government and Ind~ed the entire
country of socioeconomic and political resources which are central
to the development and the processof its sustainability.
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Challengesof Urban Violence on Sustainable Development

Another environment issue which breeds violence in a developing
environment is the forest zones and the Jungle routes. This are
unfamiliar terrains to strangers be it government officials or
international observers. This environment creates lacunae and
challenges for sustainable develo-iment if hoodlums are using it asa
hide out and security personnel find the environment in assessable.
Forests and jungle environments becomes an ungoverned spac:
and a breeding zone for terrorist and separatist groups in a state If
the zone is neglected or abandoned by the government for a long
period. Forestand jungle hideout are environments which naturally

Urban violence manifestation as environmental degradation is a
major challenge that has adverse effect on development of any
country. Whenever there is urban violence in a place in form of

. exploitation of natural resources whereby the land had been
~olluted which is no longer fit for agricultural purposes or bUildi'1gof

' Infrastrucrure or the destruction and cutting down of economic
treesand natural habitat in a land, tr,e extent of development will be
haltedfor a time. Sustainable development cannot be attained in
suchurban violence situation becausethe future of suchcommunity
and environment had been short changed and mortgaged for
eConomicmishap and greediness. Before there will be recuperation
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earlier achieved in such environm nt will be turned down to the
scratch and a rebuilding pr:X2:5S 'V";,, U~ amicipated which might not
be visible due to the hangover effect of violence, This challenge also
impose a mental or psychological effect on the environment which
makes the political landscape to be doubtful in regaining the lost
development status,

Concluding Remarks

Urban violence is an impediment on the progress of any country,
Many environments ravaged with violence do witness set back in the
political landscape, economic structures and the social edifices,
Although violence is not interesting to behold but the allowance
permits unwittingly characters to rend havoc on the polity thereby
delimiting sustainable development. The environmental politics in
developing countries have a huge opportunity for the rapid growth
of urban violence, patron client politics, corruptions and many other
socioeconomic melees, This poses a severe challenge on the process
of sustaining development within the environment,

A politically healthy environment will breed economic and social
stability with sustainaole development because the political terrain
determines the policy to be formulated and implemented for the
economic or social environment. Environmental politics perspective
isa thought that focuses on the state as a platform which disallow or
allows ungoverned spaces to exist perpetually constant or
temporary in a conscious or unconscious within the environment.
Environmental politics as used in this paper is the niche created by
the provisions of the constitution, policies, bye laws and other legal
documents which an individual can capitalise or as his basis of
actions, It also compels the state to rely on the people or group of
people domiciled in the locale to perform an action in such
environment so asto penetrate such niche,

The issues surrounding urban violence in an environment as
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