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Abstract
status attached to having a male child
s in terms of engaging in child spacing,

5

bllk, edu. ng

in rurg] area, gnd

Male chjjg
pregnancy and compromising their matery g heaIZﬁgfz

the societal expectation. The theory of pl g, "
design was a survey method. A total offII,JI 43 ;‘Zflfe};?j;w
State were proportionally drawn using multi-stage sampli(igm
erated through the administration of copies of quesrfonnafreg
Group Discussions, while the secondary data were 5070y
tions. The quantitative data were analysed using both
at 5% level of significant, while qualitative data were reported,
t: Male child preference has significant effects on mother’s
spacing (¥'= 6.527) and Qualitative results affirmed that the
_ mines mother s child spacing behaviour. The study concluded
important causal factor in the explanation of why some mothers
ging in frequent child birth that can lead to maternal mortality.

acing behaviour, maternal mortality, Culture induce

with female children often make several
attempts at getting pregnant so as to have a male
child, and some unfortunately lose their lives in
the process (Lambu & Dan, 2015). Currently,
Nigeria is the highest contributor to n}atemal
mortality in Central and Western Africa and
contributes 14% to the global maternal mortality
rate and woman’s chance of ldy_mgl _irolrgl
re, and childbirth in Nigeria 1s 1!
fAmgz?;l?ade, 2018). The northeast hai 5?11;
highest maternal mortality rate 85 h:gglx;s) o
per 100,000 live births (Warigo™ 2 phier”
figure is alarming, as such all efforts m‘:.érder
to examine all angles of wome? S live X o
to study known and unknown factors g 726
mothers to high maternal mortality-
- to
Child spacing refers to the ability ofth n;()::::ice
adopt the behaviour of engaginé o d of giving
of spacing between child birth, NP5 ooy
' birthyearly and exposing e es On child

earch

. L s Most res n

- and complications hus the rure! mlme”is
spacing are urban ctive ill-hea

where the burden of reprod




greater, have been largely ...ai
activities, as such rural women

¥ O 74
dissdvantage side. Such gaps Beed 1o
.&_zsz. 1ot of culture-induced ¢ ,,,._,_,_u
endanger women need to be in Vs,
1o curb the menace of frequent g
and mortality. _ua in 9__“. cﬁ% ! e
child preference and child .,”,..m
mothers in selected areas in
State, Nigeria.

Objectives of the study

ine the practice of male child
ra?s.qx«e.va&z spacing behaviour of

mothers in selected areas in rural Kano,
i To investigate  cultural ence
towards male child preference in selected arcas
in rural Kano.

fi  To examine attitudinal disposition of
\Women towards male child preference in
selected areas in rural Kano,

~ Research Questions

?3.%8%«8 R_aamu&o following
questions,
1. Whatare the dominant practices of male
child preference and  child spacing
behaviour of mothers in selected areas in
rural Kano?
To what extent do culture influence
mothers towards male child preference
in selected areas in rural Kano?
3. What are the attitudinal dispositions of
Women towards male child preference iy,

selected areas jn rural Kano?

Review of Literature .
In most Communities, the cultyre regulates how
one should reproduce

children and people are
“expected to conform 1o those culturg| designs,

these “.-omﬁ__ﬂ

OSt Women also try to abide by
they i

male children, preferred over the {
PULS pressure on women to con

not have the freedom to decide the ¢ ' of
children they want (Amzat, 201 5)

Purewal (2012) puts the matter bovo,
dimension by introducing o glob
In his research he reported thy
for male children transcends my
culture across the world, 1y
communities especially in _.__n.,
family pressure, gossip and rid;
who has not given birth to g |

sex of a new-born child, the ¢
expressed in one simple ques .
girl (Nandini, 2002). This is \
believed that a house without
poor house (Chacha, 2006) a we
household with no much power
phrase in Hausa land that cap
attitude towards regular birth of
“baayi komaiba, mace ta ha
that nothing is gained by a female
a female. This concludes witl
proverb has it that says “dau
than crow”, I another sim
oceurrence’, MTN’g
provider in Nigeria, in an adve
Na Boy" exemplifies the Nige
relating to male child-preference,
the mother in-law  burst into
excitement when she was |
daughter in-law has

rmed  that e
given birth (o 4 boy.

inw.n nucwgo_. ren tend
10 increase regardless of the mother's sex

child preference tends
hological burden for

l.ﬁbn birth until they reac
. %Bﬂo children needed by
gm, preference can be a
unrest and cause o health
especially if the first
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to the influence of mal
A ¢ chil

Bl Tt oo
Qualitat’ive and i combi"ati(’"mmmon
Be iRt o quantitative techp; of both
i ata in this research gre FlQues. The
(KD 0d Tn-depts e Informant Tnteiey
method consis:sp thf v Tho q“a‘:ﬁm'ew
of questionnai R i (usi wn

questionnaires to obtain data) fr Ing copies
which is a segment of the popylati o 2 sample,
also employed the use of ation. The study

(that is analysis of existing d:::)o ndary analysis

The questionnaire in thi

into Hausa languagels {,eyseaélch Wwas translated
assistants for the benefit of the rz s
are not literate in English Lan spondeats, who
the purposeful selection of m,féaﬁe' it
Local Government Areas arq-to-reach
three senatorial districts i UG5 T i o ke

; ricts in Kano State, which
Kunchi, G e s
chi, Gezawa and Rogo. They are ar

where the burden of reproductive ill health rr?: S
be greater even though there is still a lot to bye
explored about rural maternal health. The second
stage involves the random selection of three
wards from the wards in each Local Government
Areas. The copies of the questionnaires were
distributed based on the population of the houses
in each ward. The 1143 respondents for Rogo,
Gezawa and Kunchi were divided among the six
(6) locations in the three (3) local government
areas and among the wards.Target sampling was
used in selecting houses from each location.
Women respondents (mothers) were drawn on
the basis of availability; selection of actual
respondents was based on order of wives. The
unit of sample of study was household, where
there is no household that fits the description of
the respondents the next household was chosen

and added at the end.

In the qualitative aspect of this research, out of
en from 2 local

the three wards randomly chos n a lo
government, three Focus Group _Dlscussn:n
sessions (FGD) were conducted for € ght elgerly
men between the ages of 40-60, eight (8) el ?rty
women between the age of ‘}0-60 taking ;’EZ
consideration age and gender 10 order :gd e:ctive
homogeneity, and eight mothers lc:f r:g w4
L e © eightc‘; i ;afiz for the fact
the rule of focus group con] ;::l government .

that eight elders from eac ol -
resentative for other .
serve as rep o e

community- Elde{i‘zew%eﬂ[: . in-laws in the

i jons
were engaged in eSS0
g::) tt: eeyna Jetailed qualitative

of FGD in or her, NN sessions of
. the three Jocal

data collection- i the :
FGD was co:sducte he FGD; the sample S1Z°

government areé™ For ¢
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another p:::;:sé?d not 4, }
: ancy i
children e, cy 1ave

G
i """;Ifcb;f;, ”"0:};2
r 1
Jourth deﬁl‘:::v ‘?}‘; dlii;,g ”Ic
m.’o clinical c-‘ase YOmen iy rI?i
d because lhevs\(-:”ed abm;

for male op; vere Jonp:
Tt child Kl Ooking
Panlclpanﬂ39ym/(;(em?a7;l;)ale

1)

: Fl‘l:quency Distribution
919 %
172 80.4

o2 15.0
4.5

1000 ———

Some mothers themselves oo
male Ch”dp"t’ﬁ’renw - f‘q (()n(?on;,
e vy s()(‘h,m(‘(; \n.r.n;:(nm}
preference without alimw“n’il [uhiH'
their husband to be aware. }:U
simply disengage thn‘w/\-(-; ,;.':,",
antenatal care and child x]w}', ,[; ;;;’;
for these kinds of mothers, no ‘z,r;.:(;u;:
of warning will make them stay aw \
Jfrom frequent pregnancy. Some of
them usually hide the real number of
their children during record iaking
on number of previous children,
pregnancies and  complications
(KIl/male/Female
Participant/48yrs/32yrs/Gezawa/2
017)

On the attitude towards child spacing, the

respondents were asked to indicate whether or
not they key into the practice of child spacing as
an important health precaution. The responses @ f
the respondents on th presented
in Table 2.4

is variable are as

itude towards Child Spacing Practice

“Frequency Distribution o
N g
pre 34
685 5.
76 G ,,,_,b:,(‘,, i
1000

1143 —

5 (5 f the
» i cings 85 (.’Q.Q“n\ 0 .
: child spacing 685 D
ww”d; s haveizxegati\'e attitude tO¥ ards dl1li:1
n e!\lNl'lile 76 (6.6%) remained peutra
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3 o llﬂ'l |‘riﬂrily " ||...||,c,=m]mc need (o
Honal  rulers should ‘h nih oare
subjeets, hushands o f-law .
mrzlhera 10 engage in frec h
. % p o gave birth to male
pgr: mmliln. hospital
onnel and  materm|
ity health  ce
phould educate mothers o ll':cmcl;-lh::m?'
L O

neglecting positive healil, behayviours

orlent el
, Who pressures
{Uent pregnancy fp.
children

v COmmunity  healil;

The first limitation in this research is (ha i

conducted fﬂCUﬁing S et ‘n 1l it wis
communities that stil) adhere 1o :;""‘?’ oy
practices and thus the findings ;',“,:Tl,',.-c“i"”’“‘
are not generalize to other rural cor b
that do not strictly abide by [1,65,1”“.m|ml‘tH
practices, Because there are rural cuumtlu I‘Illf;.”
that are in close proximity to urbanized n,l:,: i
Kano and so they have experience dii'lu.sim; :r:ijl
changes in their cultural beliefs and pmcli(:cn,
Secondly, the reported information is based on
the number of women selected, so it is not
poulble to make 100% generalization, More
future research on culture induced practices and
maternal health behaviour need to be conducted
in certain rural areas that are in close proximity
with Urban Kano in-order to study the variation
in the behaviour of mothers towards their
maternal health, In future researches larger
number of women should be selected and more
~ Local Government Areas should be studied, in
~ order to examine if the research will still report

f  similar findings.
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