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the keeping of horses as a commercial enterprise, the keeping and raising of
domesticated animals used for food purposes, bees, fur-bearing animals, and any
forestry or lumbering operations performed by a farmer. Thus, by this definition
agriculture can be said to include any process and activities that involves transforming
plants and animal into useful products or services to be of value to man. Smith (2009)
asserted that modern day agriculture encompass all activities required for food, feed,
fibre production, including techniques for raising and “processing” livestock, and ever
increasing areas of human efforts and practices that ensure human survival and
sustainable development. '

The place of Agriculture in human life cannot be quantified. Kumkum (2009) remarked
that agriculture is the most important enterprise in the world because it helps to meet the
basic needs of human and their civilization by providing food, clothing, shelter and
recreation. The author explained further that Agriculture provides food, feed, fibre, fuel,
furniture, raw materials and materials for and from factories. It provides a free fare and
fresh environment, abundant food for driving out famine. It favours friendship by
eliminating fights. Satisfactory agricultural production engenders peace, prosperity,
harmony, health and wealth to individuals of a nation by driving out distrust, discord
and anarchy. It helps to raise the community consisting of different castes and clauses,
thus it leads to a better social, cultural, political and economical life. Also, Smith (2009)
affirmed the role of agriculture in the individual and national life by stating that
Agriculture is not only germane to human existence but also an essential factor in
determining the complexity of the global socio-economic change from the original,
simple and primitive hunter-gather cultures to developed and civilized societies.

The prominent place that agriculture holds in human sustenance and economy informs
the government of most nations to make it a vital component or field of study in their
education system. Therefore, Agriculture is usually offered under the broad field of
Vocational and technology education or Applied Science education. In Nigeria
however, agricultural education is usually undertaken as one of the areas of Vocational
and technology education.

The FGN (2013) defined Vocational and Technology Education as a comprehensive
term referring to those aspect of the educational process involving, in addition to
general education, the study of technologies and related sciences and the acquisition of
practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in
various sectors of social and economic life. It is the education for preparing for
occupational fields and for effective participation in the world of work. It is an
instrument for promoting environmentally sound and sustainable development and a
means of alleviating poverty. Training in the areas of vocational and technology
education is done in such a way that learners are equipped with the knowledge of the
related sciences and technology in the area of specialization, as well as the practical
skill and attitudes required for effective performance on the job. Vocational and
technology education is undertaken in those sectors of the nation which has a major
impact on the productive economic life and national development. Hence, the creation
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of vocational and technology education courses like Industrial technology education,
business education, home economics education computer education, fine and applied
arts education as well as agricultural education.

Agricultural education in general can be described as an aspect or branch of technology
education that deals with the learning of the process of cultivation of crops and rearing
of animals for man use. Osinem (2005) defined agricultural education as a process for
imparting knowledge, skills and attitudes in agriculture to the learner at any level.
Agricultural education provides learners with necessary skills required for effective
practice of agriculture with the main goal of providing food, job, raw materials for
industries to ensure food security and sustainability. The author maintained that
agricultural education provides learners with sound academic knowledge and skills as
well as ample opportunities to apply this knowledge through classroom activities,
laboratory experiments, project participation and supervised agricultural experiences.
Agricultural education inculcates in learners the knowledge, skills and attitudes of crop
cultivation, animal production, processing, and crop storage. That is, all the processes
and jobs involved in making crop and animal products available for both domestic and
industrial uses of man.

The prominent role that agricultural education plays in the development and
sustainability of the agricultural sector necessitate the inclusion of agriculture as a
subject from primary school to the university level. The teaching and learning of
agriculture in the formal school system starts from the primary school as a pre-
vocational subject to junior secondary level. While in the senior secondary school,
agriculture is taught as a vocational or applied science elective. Also some other aspects
of agriculture like fishery and animal husbandry are taught as trade subjects (NERDC,
2008). At the tertiary level education in agriculture is offered as a technological course
at polytechnics and colleges of agriculture under different departments as agricultural
technology, animal technology and crop technology while in the colleges of education it
is taught to would-be teachers of agriculture as agricultural education. In the
universities, training in agriculture is offered in the Faculty of Agriculture under
different departments as Animal Science or Production, Crop Science or Production,
Soil Science, Agricultural Economics, Agricultural Extension, Agronomy Forestry and
Fishery, while the teacher training aspect is done in the faculty of education as
Agricultural Teacher Education or Agricultural Education.

The study or the Teaching of agriculture at these levels is a pointer to the significant
position agriculture holds in human survival and development. Agriculture is still the
main source of nutrient required by human body for existence and growth. Apart from
this, clothing and shelter which are other basic needs of man are still being met through
agriculture. Moreover, many industries relies on products from the agricultural sector
for their survival (Hussein & khan, 2011). In the area of employment generation,
globally, agriculture engages 42% of the worlds labour force. Agricultural sector
provides up to 70% of the employment need of the teeming youth population in the
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developing countries, while in the developed world, agriculture engages up to 30% of
their working population (Smith, 2009).

In view of the immense contributions of agriculture to human society and survival, the
teaching and learning of agriculture by youths and adults alike at the various levels of
education must be very effective. This can only be achieved through training and
retraining of competent teachers of agriculture who will teach at various educational
levels. However, this act of training the personnel that will teach agriculture at the
various educational levels is referred to as Agricultural Teacher Education. This,
Osinem (2005) defined as the aspect of agricultural education which deals with the
process of furnishing learners with the necessary interpersonal skills as well as
knowledge of technical agriculture to would-be teachers of agriculture at all levels.
Agbulu' (2016) also explained Agricultural Teacher Education as the acquisition of
skills and knowledge in agricultural science with the view to imparting these knowledge
and skills in prospective farmers for better productivity. Hence, Agricultural Teacher
Education by this definition is the inculcation of skills and knowledge in the personnel
who will teach prospective farmers. This implies that the teacher in training should be
well grounded in both theoretical knowledge and practical skills of agriculture.

Olusoga (2014) remarked that Agricultural Teacher Education as a course or discipline
is not just aimed at producing teachers of agriculture, but also aimed at equipping the
teacher with skills that could assist him/ her to gainfully engage ‘in agricultural
production. In the author's view, agricultural education as a type of vocational training
that involves equipping the learners with knowledge and skills in productive agriculture.
It involves the training of the head and hands of the learners, thus learners are equipped
with educational and agricultural knowledge, implying the development of the three
domains of cognitive, affective and psychomotor. Hence, the curriculum of an ideal
Agricultural Teacher Education according to Study.com (2018) will include but not
limited to courses in food crop production, plant genetics, horticulture, plant sciences
and agricultural economics. Others according to the source include agricultural trends,
issues in agriculture, sustainable agriculture, theories in agricultural education,
agricultural policies and agricultural statistics. It went further that each student must
also undertake teaching experiences and complete courses in curriculum development,
classroom management and strategies for teaching agriculture. A well implemented
Agricultural Teacher Education Programme as outlined above will not only lead to
adequate training of future farmers but will engender sustainable food production.

Sustainable development according to the United Nation (1972) in Giovannoni and
Fabietti (2014) has been described as the development that meets the need of the present
without jeopardizing the ability of the future generations to meet their own needs. In a
broader term, it is explained as an integration, understanding and acting on complex
interconnections that exist between the environment, economy and society. Therefore,
sustainable food production can be described as a condition in which food items are
abundantly produced for the society with less degradation or adverse impact on the
environment that supports the food production processes. United Nations Department of
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Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) (2018) observed that key inputs for food
production are land, healthy soils, water and plant genetic resources but their growing
scarcity in many parts of the world makes it mandatory to manage and use them
sustainably. Thus, for food production to be sustainable, there must be people who are
willing to be engaged in the act of food production as well as make adequate use of
natural resources that will supports continuous food production.

The basic factors of production in the agricultural sector are the natural environment in
form of land, water and other elements of climate and weather. These factors of
production could only be sustainable if there are well trained farmers who are able to
engage the use of modem technology in the cultivation of crops and rearing of animals
with minimal degradation on the natural environment. For this to be achieved, the
teachers of agriculture at any level of education must be competent both in knowledge
and skills of agricultural science and pedagogy. However, the national problems of
scarcity of food items, environmental degradation, poverty and youth unemployment
that stare Nigeria in the face has put a question mark on the effectiveness of agricultural
teacher education as well indicate a wide gap in the agricultural teacher training and
food production. Hence, the need to examine the contemporary issues in agricultural
teacher education in Nigeria.

Contemporary Issues

Contemporary issues in Agricultural Teacher Education in the light of this paper are
those current problems that are adversely affecting the execution of agricultural teacher
education. With regards to agricultural teacher education, various issues or challenges
are confronting the execution of the programme. Some of these issues are briefly
discussed as follows;

Insufficient Land: Agricultural production is an enterprise that majorly depends on
availability of arable or cultivable land and water resources (UNDESA, 2018).
Meanwhile, for proper training of agricultural teacher, there must be sufficient arable
land for practical skill acquisition in crop and animal production. This is usually not
available in most colleges of education and universities undertaking agricultural teacher
training. The reason being that most of these institutions are cited in cities where
cultivable land are usually fragmented between the institutions and, their host
communities. The result is that the teachers in training are Just given a row of crop or
small portion of land where they can grow one or two crops in a single season with no
space for standard crop rotation practices. Moreover, in some situations where some
institutions seem to have large hectares of land, most of these lands are not opened up
for cultivation which still results in fragmentation of practical plots for students' use.
With such situations existing in many agricultural teacher training institutions, no
meaningful crop and animal production training of prospective agricultural teachers are
done.
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Lack of Agricultural Equipments and Facilities: Modern agricultural practices have
deviated from the primitive practices of growing crops with hoes and cutlasses. For
agriculture to be enticing to youths or teachers in training, there must be modern
agricultural equipments and facilities which could stimulate their interest in practicing
and, teaching agriculture. Some of these include: tractor, planter, motorized sprayers,
fertilizer applicators, combine harvester, hatchery, incubators, poultry houses, livestock
pen, silo, feed milling machine to mention but few. The would be teachers of agriculture
ought to be trained with and should be able to use these equipments. This would also
enable them to train prospective farmers with these equipments and would not make
practical agriculture drudgery to them. However, few agricultural training institutes in
Nigeria can boast of a functional general purpose tractor talk less of other equipments
like planter or harvester. The situation where student teachers have to do practical with
hoe and cutlass makes the profession non interesting and laborious, thus when they
eventually become a teacher of agriculture, they hardly teach practical agriculture. All
of these have a resultant effect on sustainable food production.

Lack of Fund for Purchase of Inputs: Agricultural production is a field which relies
heavily on the use of consumables like seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides, fuel
and lubricants for tractors aside from tools and equipments spare parts which usually
needs replacements. All these items require regular availability of funds to purchase
them as at when needed. Moreover, agricultural production is a time conscious
operation that inputs are only useful when applied at the right time. However, in most
agricultural teacher training institutions, funds are not always available or provided as at
when needed for the purchase of these inputs. Amadi and Johnwest (2016) remarked
that funding has always been the problem of vocational education among which
agricultural education is included. This usually results in low productivity and also
makes the practical teaching on timeliness and mode of application of these inputs
impossible. This also gives a wrong signal to the student teachers that agricultural
production yields low produce no matter the labour invested. This is because inputs are
usually applied when the money is made available and which may be already late. This
thus discourages such student teacher from embarking on agricultural practices on
graduation, or stimulating his/her own students to embrace agriculture. All these
adversely affect food production and security.

Qualification of Entrants into Agricultural Teacher Education Programme: It is
saddening to know that candidates that are admitted into agricultural teacher education
programme are those that failed to meet the criteria for admission into the courses of
their choice like medicine, pharmacy, nursing and other medical or science related
professions. By these, agricultural teacher education programme is seen as a dumping
ground for candidates who failed to qualify for perceived prestigious courses. As a
result, such students are unable to cope with the rigorous academic programme of
agricultural teacher education. When such students are pushed or forced into
agricultural teacher education programme, they feel it is a cheap course than their
preferred medical or science courses. With this type of mindset, most of them are
unserious, while some even lack the intelligence required to cope academically in
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agricultural teacher education programme. Many of such candidates are unable to cope
with the mathematics and science required courses in the programme. Moreover,
agricultural teacher education being a double honour course required that students take
courses in agriculture in combination with courses in principles and practice of
education, instruction and curriculum. To their utter dismay, most students find these
courses difficult or too cumbersome to cope with, therefore resulting in total dropping
out of the programme or merely patching up to graduate with low grades. This kind of
graduates has nothing to offer in terms of training the upcoming ones or actually
engaging in agricultural production. The cumulative effect of this is that future farmers
are poorly trained or not trained at all, resulting in poor agricultural production and food
insecurity.

Interest of Entrants into Agricultural Teacher Education Programme: Agricultural
teacher education programme like other vocational education programme has poor
societal image. People perceive them as courses for the children of the poor, the less
intelligent and the handicaps. Myer, Brejah and Dyers (2004) observed that societal
notion or views about agricultural teacher education, often makes youths to be
uninterested in such courses. In a situation whereby a learner now finds himself or
herself in agricultural teacher education programme due to inability to qualify for their
courses of choice, such students hardly develop interest in agricultural education. Such
students hardly put in their best to acquire knowledge, skills and attitude that could help
them to be self-employed in the agricultural sector or impart such knowledge into
another person as a teacher. Most of them only undertook agricultural teacher education
courses just to acquire certificate with resolve not to have anything to do with
agricultural sector after graduation. These account for reason why inspite of large
turnout of graduates from faculties of agriculture, faculties of education, colleges of
agriculture and education and other agricultural training institutions in Ni geria, the bulk
of agricultural production still lies in the hand of peasant farmers and aged group with
low productivity unable to meet the food needs of the nation.

Students Attitude Towards their Academic Programme: It is a general phenomenon
nowadays that students or youths are no longer serious with their academic
programmes. This factor also affects agricultural teacher education programme. Most
students spend their valuable time chatting or different social media with little time
spent on their academic activity. Furthermore, there is poor reading habits among
youths nowadays, students only read to pass examinations or get good grades with no
time to read for mastery of the contents of their courses. This poor reading habits has
led to poor academic performance and even in some cases where students score high
marks, they lack the in-depth knowledge or mastery of their courses. This affects quality
of learning and makes it impossible to impart worthwhile knowledge capable of
stimulating the upcoming ones into agricultural occupations.

Nature of Agricultural Teacher Education Delivery: The agricultural teacher education
programme curriculum of some institutions is not rich enough to equip the graduate
with requisite skills to enter into agricultural production. Agricultural education is an
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educational programme aimed at equipping the learner with adequate knowledge; skills
and attitudes that will enable them engage in actual agricultural production as well as
teach agriculture in schools. Thus, the curriculum of the programme should be rich with
enough agricultural contents and skills for agricultural production. However, the extent
to which this is being achieved in most institutions offering agricultural teacher
education programmes cannot be ascertained. In most institutions, the programmes are
executed in theory with little or no field practical experience, while in some, the
pedagogical aspects of the training dominates the agricultural contents thereby making
their graduands a specialist in art of teaching with little knowledge of agricultural
contents and skills. Myer and Dyer (2004) noted that the most common courses taught
in some agricultural teacher education programme were methods of teaching,

" programme planning and student teaching. Since no nation can rise above the quality of

its teacher, hence the Nigerian agricultural production sector could not rise above the
quality of it agricultural teacher. This informs the scarcity of food items and importation
of staple food items, inadvertently food insecurity.

Lack or Insufficient Practical Experiences and Activities: Agricultural teacher education
programme as said earlier is a vocational teacher education programme which involves
the acquisition of knowledge skills and attitudes with related principles of teaching to
make an individual perform in a specific agricultural job and contribute to the socio-
economic life. Therefore, for students to be able to acquire skills, they must be exposed
to sufficient practical activities in the school in-door and land laboratories. Moreover,
students must be exposed to work experience activities on established farms and
agricultural ventures. These practical activities should take a larger percentage of their
training programme/ curriculum. However, in Nigeria agricultural training institutions,
students are merely exposed to theoretical contents of the programme with little farm
practical activities and little or no work experience programme. In a situation where
students are even sent on industrial work experience programme, they are only there to
mark attendance without any practical training. Even in the schools little time 1s
allocated to practical work, while in an ideal situation, practical agricultural activities
should form not less than 50% of their training programme. Okoro (1999) expressed
this view by saying that all technical courses irrespective of their level and objectives
must stress practical activities. The author noted further that any practical course in
which large proportion of the allocated time is not devoted to practical activity or work,
projects or experiment is not likely to be adequate and successful. Thus, the lack of
these experiences is one of the banes of agricultural teacher education in Nigeria.

Government Policies in the Agricultural Sector: The Nigerian government policy which
liberalizes importation of some food items that can be produced locally in the country is
a minus to the implementation of agricultural teacher education programme. Since the
young ones are observing that the locally agricultural produce are not getting good
market price compared to their imported counterpart, many youths are not encouraged
to enter into agricultural education programme with the aim of producing food for the
nation. Those who finally end up in agricultural education programme do it for the sole
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purpose of obtaining a certificate which could qualify them to earn a good job in any
other sector other than teaching agriculture or producing food.

Poor Remuneration of Agricultural Teachers: In Nigeria, teachers are generally
underpaid compared to their counterpart in the medical, law, accounting, oil and
engineering professions. Consequent upon this, few or no youths are willing to become
teacher. Those who found themselves in teaching professions due to some
circumstances surrounding them are always on the look for greener pastures. This
situation is even worse in agricultural teacher education. While many youths would not
mind being referred to as english, mathematics, physics, chemistry or economics teacher
few would want to be an agricultural teacher. The reason for this could not be far from
the tedious nature of agriculture and youths being conversant with the fact that an
agricultural teacher is expected to carry out practical work on the farm in an ideal
situation, many students are running away from agricultural teacher education with the
resolve that they do not want to go to farm. Therefore, there is hardly a student who
willingly applies to study agricultural teacher education in the university or college of
education except those that were admitted into the programme because there is no more
vacancy in their desired programme or due to failure to meet the requirements of their
desired courses. These then makes agricultural teacher education programme filled with
students who have no-interest, zeal or passion for agriculture and always ready to cross
to other field of study at slightest opportunity.

Timing of School Session: The session or semesters programme being run by most
universities and teacher training institutions in Nigeria makes worthwhile farm practical
training for agricultural teacher seems difficult. In Nigeria first semester for higher
institutions runs from October to February or March while the second semester period
usually run from April to July, while the intervening periods are for holidays. The
implication of this is that the first semester falls in the dry season when no serious crop
production could be done without irrigation, while the second semester falls at the onset
of raining season when the stability of the rain is not yet assured especially in the
savannah region. However the month of June to September when the rain is fairly stable
is the period that students will be preparing for their second semesters examination and
find it difficult to concentrate on any farm work. Meanwhile, agricultural teacher
education programme is a four year programme that does not include full-time farm
year programme, students find it difficult to wait and care for any farm once the school
is not in session. This therefore limit the type of crop that student could grow to those
annual crops that grows within three months to the neglect of other crops that could also
be beneficial to them. ‘

Problem of Desertification and Water Scarcity: Agricultural teacher education
programme is not left out of the incidence of climate change that is affecting
agricultural production globally. The issue of climate change has brought about the
problem of desertification and water scarcity in most regions of the world (World
Economic Forum, 2018). There has been delayed, uneven distribution and unstable
rainfall patterns in recent times. All these rainfall problems have resulted in water
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scarcity. The effect of these problems on agricultural teacher education is that it is
difficult for student teacher to engage in any meaningful crop farming while in school
because the rain are sometimes delayed and in most cases river or other water sources
are dried up making it difficult to embark on irrigation farming. Hence, students are
just taught in theory what they suppose to practicalize.

The points discussed so far are few of the myriads of issues affecting the delivery of
agricultural teacher education programme in Nigeria. These issues are not just affecting
the teaching and learning of agriculture in schools, that is, agricultural teacher education
training institutions, but they are having a top-down effect on the food security of the
nation. Integnational Food Policy Research Institute (2018) defined food security as the
condition in which everybody at all time have physical, social and economic access to
sufficient safe and nutritious food that meet their dietary needs and food preferences for
an active and healthy life.. Food security can still be described as a condition or situation
where there is assurance of stable supply of food items in the right quantity and quality
to cater for the total population of the country. Sustainable food security can therefore
be described as a situation in which there is assurance of stable food supply with little or
minimal effect on the natural environment used for the production of food. Each of the
issues discussed so far has a resultant effect on the sustainability of the agricultural

sector and food security of the nation.
Implications for Sustainable food security

The various issues bordering on the training of teachers for agricultural education
programme have a resultant effect on the food security of the nations. Proper
implementation of good agricultural teacher education programme is an avenue for
sustainable food security. A good agricultural teacher education programme will results
in the training of competent and zealous agricultural teachers who are ready to train and
stimulate upcoming youths into agricultural production. Therefore when there are lapses
in the agricultural teacher training programme, the implications are much. Few of these
implications are highlighted as follows:

1.  Agricultural teachers that are produced are passive and incompetent teachers who
are unable to train or encourage any youth to take up agriculture.

2. There will be youth aversion toward agriculture. More youths will be avoiding
agricultural production.

3. Agricultural teaching and production will be left in the hands of those who sees it
as a last resort and aged farmers who could not produce the quality and quantity
required by the society.

4.  There would be low yield or productivity in the agricultural sector because those
that engage in it have little or no knowledge of modern method of farming that
could enhance better productivity or yield.

5. Since agriculture would still remain in the hands of the peasants, the adoption of
new innovations in the agricultural practices would be low resulting in constant
low yield.
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6.  There could be shortage and scarcity of food items and industrial raw materials in
the nation. This will also result in the high cost of food items.

7. There could be environmental degradation and depletion of forest and natural
resources due to mismanagement by farmers who lack the required scientific
knowledge of modern farming and inability to apply modern technology in food
production with little impact on environment and natural resources. :

8.  Shortage and scarcity of food that would result from poor agricultural teacher
education could lead to fear of famine. This might cause hoarding of available
food items and consequently food insecurity.

9. The environmental degradation that would result from leaving farming in the
hands of unskilled farmers could lead to desertification and total depletion of soil
nutrients with no arable or cultivable land for future food production. Thus, lack
of sustainability.

10. Poor agricultural teacher education could result in persistence high rate of youth
unemployment since youths who are supposed to be engaged in the agriculture
would continue to roam the streets in search of white collar job due to their hatred
for agriculture.

Conclusion

The position of agricultural education among the science and technology field cannot be
underrated. Agricultural education holds a vital position within the realms of sciences
and technology. It is the only source of nutrition for the scientist as well as the source of
raw materials for the industries that adopts modern technologies in their production.
Agricultural education has two vital aspect. First is the aspect of training of personnel
like scientists and technologists that are needed in the agricultural sector while the
second aspect of agricultural education which is sometimes referred to as agricultural
teacher education programme, deals with the training of teachers that would teach
students who will actually engage in productive agriculture. Effective Agricultural
teacher education holds the key to sustainable food security in the nation. When
agricultural teacher education programme is effective in playing its roles, there will be
massive turn out of vibrant youths who are ready and willing to take up agricultural
production as an occupation thereby resulting in mass production of food itemns for the
teeming population and industrial use with little adverse impact on the environment.
However, the current situation of food scarcity, mass youth unemployment and poverty
suggests a lapse in the training of youth in the field of agriculture. T his also points to
inadequacy in the area of agricultural teacher education. Therefore, some of these issues
have been discussed while its implications on sustainable food security have been
highlighted.

Recommendations

In light of the various issues bordering agricultural teacher education and its
implications on sustainable food security discussed so far, the following
recommendations are made:
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1. Government should support effective agricultural teacher education as the way to
producing effective labour force for the agricultural sector . This would assist the
government in making adequate provision for land, fund, equipments and inputs
needed for the adequate training of prospective teachers of agriculture.

2. As much as possible youths who have interest and willingly apply for agricultural
teacher education programme and possess the requisite qualification should be
admitted into the programme. The course should not be forced on entrants who
failed to get admitted into their preferred courses.

3. Youths should be enlightened about the prospects of making a career in the
agricultural sector in the light of current global hunger and poverty.

4. Motivational techniques such as the use of motorized agricultural equipments in
training should be devised to encourage youths to opt for agricultural education
programmes.

5. Adequate policies that would encourage local production of food items should be
made by governments. The present policy by Government banning the
importation of food items that can be locally produced in the country should be
implemented, and efforts and appropriate measures taken towards the success of
the policy be sustained.

6. Teachers and especially those in agriculture should be well remunerated to
encourage youths to take up vocations in teaching agriculture.
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN AGRICULTURAL
TEACHER EDUCATION: IMPLICATIONS FOR
SUSTAINABLE FOOD SECURITY IN NIGERIA

ADESANYA, E. Olorunleke

Department of Science Education, Uni versity of Ilorin, Ilorin

Abstract

Agriculture is the main source of nutrition Jor human existence. It is also the source of raw materials for
agro-based industries and at the same time the broad sector that could accommodate large population of
unemployed youths in our society. In spite of all these notable role of agriculture in the sustenance of the
society, the sector seems to be Jraught with a lot of problem. This paper discussed the contemporary
issues affecting the execution of agricultural teacher education in Nigeria. Firstly, brief discussions of the
major concepts like agriculture, vocational and technology education, agricultural education as well as
agricultural teacher education was made. Discussion of the contemporary issues bordering the effective
implementation of agricultural teacher education in Nigeria was done. Anmong the issues discussed were
insufficient land for agricultural teacher training, total lack or inadequate agricultural equipment and
Jacilities, problem of funding, qualification of entrants into agricultural teacher education programme,
interest of entrants into the programme, students attitude fowards the agricultural teacher education
programme, nature of agricultural teacher education content, insufficient practical experiences,
government policies, and poor remuneration of teacher. The paper also highlighted the implications
which the issues could have on the sustainable Jood security of the nation and gave appropriate
recommendations to addressing the issues raised. Among the several recommendations are: only youths
who have interest and willingly apply for agricultural teacher education programme and possess the
requisite qualification should be admitted into the programme, and youths should also be enlightened
about the prospects of making a career in the agricultural sector in the light of current global hunger and
poverty

Introduction

The place of Agriculture in human physical and economic survival is not controversial.
Agriculture holds the key to human survival on daily basis as it is the.only source of
nutrition for human body. In the economic aspect, agriculture is the first economic
activity done by man on this planet- and currently forms one of the main sectors of
economy of any nation be it developed and undeveloped. Agriculture has simply been
defined by Olaitan and Omomia (2006) as the growing of crops and rearing of animals
for human use. By this definition agriculture is conceived as the process or activities
involving the raising of crops and tendering of animals for human consumption for
food, clothing or shelter. However, the diverse products and services traceable to the
agricultural sector has shown that agriculture is beyond the scope of the above
definition. Therefore, in trying to give a comprehensive definition of agriculture, Brejah
(2014) defined agriculture as farming in all of its branches and the cultivation and
tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cultivation, growing and harvesting of any
food, aquacultural, floricultural or horticultural commodities, the growing and
harvesting of forest products upon forest land, the raising of livestock including horses,
250





