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the fountain for the production of the Criticg|
ital that is sine qua non for the progress ang

this nation.

position as
human cap
development of
n! |, however, believe that the glory in

today's event does not belong to KWASU as an institution
alone. It indeed belongs to the graduands. Indeed, today is
your day. Is it not? Today ma_rks the end of a chapter i,
your book of life. Is it not? It is the day you cease being
ordinary citizens in this country. Today is indeed your day.
It is the day your status in life has changed and forever tog.
Today marks your ascension on th? ladder of life! It is the
day you qualify to receive a certificate that expectedy
would open the door of 0ppo tunities in life to you. But et
8 uld indeed become g

ider the certificate

t with which you
ze the plans of your

Jht you from nothing to

Ladies and gentleme

)¢

when carefully
yours' alone. No!
ents. Happy are days
eeds' that they planted
 are therefore
es’, would begin
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hard (or not so hard) work into the context of the
future....words traditionally reserved for momentous
occasions may ring true and inspirational at any hour
(Balis, 2013).

In Nigeria, however, the convention has been that a
convocation lecture would address a topical issue with all
the appurtenances of academic presentation, like a
seminar or conference paper. When | have to present a
convocation lecture, | am always in the dilemma regarding
it a nt speech or convocation
ian way of delivering an
» two so that the global
be integrated. For this
hat | have adopted where

Fa
\ &






HUMAN CIVILISATION AT THE BOARDER OF
INFORMATION AGE

It is self-evident that the world we live in did not begin
today or that we arrived here in an instant. Human
civilisation has evolved over time and space, taking on
many forms and patterns of development. There was a
time when our forefathers were engrossed in the use of
simple tools for gathering food, a time when the world in
whlch they Ilved became so complex to them that in order
; ] s Jan to create myths and
they did not understand.
astered the use of iron
st them in performing
1 past have culminated
chcks and knowledge is

. Man, in its
ent with
e hostile
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: inst stones to achieve sharp eq es,
gripqlng tst:;‘:iv itar? ?;r;ves to make fire and cooking foogd to
§tr|klngsf)ts nutritional value. During this period, the
improve ;nt of fire-making and nocturnal vision Jreatly
gmng d the fear associated with nighttime, g

illuminate their surroundings and
o re able to illumin .
individuals we uman or animal.

ld aw‘,k N ﬁ, ) Q-‘ LAl

gan, a period in which
nderwent  profoungd
nd crude objects of
s with precise ang
lanks and mud was
ing clay to a solid
ped. Additionally,
S practised while
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24.Accelerating Change (Computers are research and
design tools that have helped to create an age of
innovation and change with each innovation helping
to make the next innovation faster such that change
accelerates with time.)

The most defining feature of the information age is L
probably the pervasive use of digital technology, which K
mcludes computers smartphones tablets, and other dlgltal g

1at they call Artificial
ien and women; the

obots are displacing
dicine, finance,
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and the phys
the real, of the unrea

. entiemen, this age is referreq to ag i

Lafd:nsat;r:tdage party bacd sse e Ma rerete e
o accessible to humanity courtesy of the intemey ¢
tar:: free access that everybody now has to .the Worl Ul
the freedom enjoyed bY RS e v
themselves, the information age h'as become a Metaphor
‘mation and disinformation.Thus, what appears
e false; what js false
information age Makes
of truth has become the
& rtificial intelligence,
age, stupidity now

ical; the age of double identities;

the
| and the surreal. e

of

ge of antiquity. We
in cyberspace now
ans now appear as

1e humans. In this
machine could
prefer to be
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ocial media, of Twitter, of Insta
the age : fotp le.lnskedln. The information age, sjn, 'gr.z:J .
:—;;czzzoo; the possible; it is the epoch wherg humamt; ::
pulling down the barriers, opeqing tl:-1p ”veareas, 'emowng
the veil from the sacred, rpakmg e Er? ane sacreq y®
explains why in 2014, | tltle.d' a-wor Theol| Ogising
Mundane, Politicising thg Dlylne.. "’l'he CrosS'Current )
Law, Religion and Politics in Nigeria.

THE YOUTH AND THE 21°" CENTURY ILLITERACY

The graduating students are a critlcal'segm.ent of the youg,
though being youth is not necessarily being a graqy
The National Youth Policy (2010 p.10) posits that ‘fng \,,,
The g nes its youth is related to the Object
ON ground especig,
economic and Politica|
There have been
}'evertheless, it is
} most active, mogt
» segment  of the
in other respects’

/outh

cket of 15-30 to
hat progressive-
eristics of youth.
le beyond the
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vibrant and resourceful, who are often engaged in social
enterprises that require physical strength and mental
capacity (Suleiman, 2006). Life belongs to the youth and
the future of the country lies in the hands of the youth.

Robert Kennedy once said what resonates stridently with
the demands of today's modern world: “This world
demands the qualities of youth: not a time of life but a
state of mind, a temper of the will, a quality of imagination,
a predominance of courage over timidity, of the appetite for
he life 8", 8o, a person whose state
of his biological age, which
\nd if a person biological
d he is mentally docile,
weak, socially passive and
ds old as Methuselah. The
to be obsessed with the
easy life.

s and achieving a life
d in the knowledge
sation. In a world where

L shattered by the
S :; t in aocesslng
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between developed societies and the developing op o6 s
in thnlr:mtude to learning or education.

when illiteracy was the inabilty reaq
Gongmt:\: :;yzook. The Third Wave, the colebrated
ok wm‘nd thinker, AMin Toffler made & preggg
futurist ti‘o to the effect that “the illiterate of the 21%
obs:‘N‘ MR not be those who cannot read e\ngit write, byt
century not learn, unlearn and relearn.” The 21 century jg
who 0::;’ continuous learning and the youth must continye
b33 eiman noted some time ago that “learnng

ea e will do fo a living in the 21% century".

1€ demands of the
N Oon a continuoys
OrS Of opportunities,
g vast vistas to greater
) have a degree and be
) the level of a first or

pportunities across



Ladies and gentlemen, what | have described above could
indeed be likened to the perspective of a horticulturist - a
specialist who only perceives beauty. Should you ask the
horticulturist what his opinion of the information age is, he
would most likely respond by saying that it is the best
development recorded by humanity in the modern period.
To him, whatever challenges the digital age poses to
humanity, such could be likened to the sharp knife in the
hands of either the murderer or the defender of the national
hentage But exactly what are the challenges inherent in

ALLENG )F INFORMATION AGE

advant: that come with the so-called
10 denying the fact that there
to the current. For example,
_' th it one challenge that the
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the sacred, the murder of modest
| human values, the egregious Ia)gkthe
of

desacralisation of
erosion of eterna

prudishness.

With the information age, our devices, our smartph
have become our Quran/Bible. A recent research pf OQes
§hows that Nigerians spend more hours in a da il
internet than their fellow Africans. If indeed you arg Rl
sure of this argument, do a random counting of the Sl not
of Whatsapp platforms that you belong to; do a ”Hmber
e;’numeratio,n of messages that flood those ’platfornjgpgant
T T na

1 =1

Iter of messages waiting

pe an li subtle but
. "rlj.«-;;wm age, while
S also deepened

d our taste and
ansient, for the
before the
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communication. But only a decade thereafter, Bla
phones emerged in the digital industry. Blackberry phones
and devices soon gained so much prominence that
chinese phones, popularly known as “Chinko”, then
quickly went into total oblivion. The new digital slang on the
street in our cities and in social circle became ‘pinging’ as
all classes of people especially the youths began a rat-
race; everybody found themselves in the strange
competition to exchange their BBM pins. Blackberry
phones became the best phone model from 2004 to 2010
(The Guardian, 2016). Those that could not afford to buy
the dewce found themselves on the periphery of the then
urrents and cmclesTo be a proud owner of

rry m 0 be 1, to be in the ‘world’, to be
phones of those using what

> OWner was in a public
ver the call in the open.
n the hall in order that
of handphones he was

berry phones, like the
ies, did not last. Its

hones; by Samsung,
-;.1 SIM cards that

el

|
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i~ation channel and the social medium qf o
comrr;ugglatgga:peared. Whatsapp, TWittfer, Pasens ogk,
c?mfoik over the social media world. What implicationg -
tehz.se have for our identity as humans.‘.,. and as M.USlims ¢
Christians - the two faith communities to which s

Nigerians claim to belong?

One of the unintended challenges the information age
poses is its uncanny ability to”draw humans. into g
competition for the world; competiticn for the Chlmerical,
the ephemeral and the modern. !r? other words, one thing
the information age does is that it has turned us g| into
SMEL S i ' modernity and worshippers of

about the negation of the
W. The moment Samsung
actly the same time the

t it is born and nothing
fe than the pursuit of that

illumination, for
f | n life on
poses to




S——

essence of human life. Indeed the threat
information ageé poses to us has achieveq
manifestation in the incidences of cyber-atta
bullying. Overly innocent girls and boys have falle
hands of ritual killers and kidnappers as 2 resu
lack of tact and caution on the internet, Oyr vulnerability
ration increases exponentially by the degree of oyr
exposure to the cyberspace. Cyber-digital-addiction has
gotten to that level where some do not experience any
sense of fulfilment anymore unless and until they post their
latest achievements on the Facebook for the world to
see! As soon as the baby-bump appears on her tummy, she
qoes on 1o on her Twitter handle page so that her
1d like her the more!

that the
practical
cks and
N into the
It of their

id challenges, the search
nanity can cope and
ze of information age
rtant. Here the triadic
and relearning becomes

RELEARNING AND
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adapt to a world that is constantly evolving because the
planet is sustained by its abmty to refresh itself.

Leaning has been described as the superpower of
superpowers, the one that grows the rest of them. It is “g
process of personal knowledge construction and meaning-
making. It is both a cognitive construction process (intra-
individual) and a socioculturally constructive process (inter-
indlvidual) (Liddicoat Papademetre Scarion & Kohler,
2003 p.45). It is an amazing that nourishes the minds
and soothes the s le resource for
' advancement
> awareness,
andle things in
] organisations
s improvement,
pointed out by




The significance of learning cannot be o
is important to growing your income curve. It plays a rolg i
getting access to new opportunities, |t helps to boost self-
confidence. It develops and helps your growth curve, It ig
crucial to achieving your goals. |t makes you happy and
enhances your personal development (Bhasin, 2019).
The same way that a body that is not €ngaged in physical
exercises weakens with time and dies slowly, a mind that s

not engaged in continuous learning is deficient of nutrients,
hence it quickly loses its vitality.

ver-emphasised. It

Therefore, there is more leaming after graduating from
WASU and any other university. As important as learning
ot acted on since knowing is not

L g

wvedge will not save
tice. Let me clarify
you: supposing
met a lion in the
orave and how good he
sword, could he
288 he used his
know very well.
learned a
e to naught
| e. Another

1es ill himself.
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and labour oom,pet.ltion Into which o,
ofore today and in your respective

s, you learnt first before you were examineq
Departments, y\eetlve-endeavours henceforth and as from
but in your r°§p|l be examined first before you begin to
today, you sh8|d you survive without continuous learning
l: 'aghe";/lg\: :::uexamined? It would be good if you bear the
e
following in mlnq-:: (g

age of technology
a?e - graduating. B

d intelligence can
practice, and
s resilience and a
g individuals to
e obstacles, and
nindset that thrives
either as obstacles
- propellants for growth and

e anywhere: that knowledge
ructured confines of formal
ut not exhaustive. To
sential to go beyond
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learning, self-directed study, and the
experience. As graduates, you can learm a cogent
lesson from a vulcanizer on the street of Nursery
one pupil. There are a thousand and one lesson you
can learn even from the mad man on the street!

» That learning is Perpetual: Be a perpetya| student,
always seeking opportunities for intellectual and
personal growth. Continuously update and expand
your knowledge base. Embrace the pursuit of
knowledge as a source of personal enrichment and
NpOW a common saying that
to grave. Take that as your

—

wisdom of

hame in learnina: A 'j;gnd recounted his

T that | find very
for a three-day
the hotel. It was his

R T BT

R ke > :

A= : N ) =1 ks o
EE e o it o s el

)W because he felt
, not to know how




the water knobs that he realised it wo,u'ld not have
been shameful if he had asked. He rgahsed he only
needed to turn on the two knobs partially to release
warm or ordinary water. So there is no shame in
learning. Shame only exists in ignorance_ As
graduates of the digital age, you must be bold

enough to be a learner.

Unlearning in the I,nfbrmation Age: Breaking Free from

h:e*‘.’;sit . ‘ ! A 't ,_ If\' S [\

bly the second skill you
and succeed in the
rate and conscious
- counterproductive
‘may have acquired
f obsolete knowledge
esired one(Hislop et
outines for new ones
cess of asking new
1 (Antonacopoulou,

" Nguyen, 2022,
seless.What we

7
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encounter people doing wrong things'to the extent that
rong appears normal and mainstream. But doing
what is wrong is not justified by the number of people doing
it The right philosophy is that if you can't bgat them, leave
them. If you cannot change people from doing what is bag
and objectionable, rather than join the fray, you dissociate
yourself from such people and continue to do what is right.
Every society, every culture has standard of behaviour and

the mere fact that the negativity is popular does not make it

positive.

e is wa tching
) C "[-generalisation,
theft normal by
who is not. There
who returned the

2 ‘,Ew



s———— R

yssful in surviving and reproducing, |n application, it jg
rgssﬁd to justify the oppression of the poor by the S;xea»k 3
and domination of people by others, Life is not about just
ihe survival of the fittest. It is about the Survival of g]|
regardless of our circumstances. Both the weak and the
strong, the rich and the poor, the master and the slave, are
all entitled to live.

4. Mightis right

The tendency is always there for the strong to suppress or
oppress the weak but this is wrong. Just as it happens
among individuals, so it happens among nations. The sky

r.
o+

y and the mere fact that
88 not justify harassing and
Ind weak. That maxim that the

eld by everyone so that no
ause the victim is not capable

I8 @ sick idea that requires
l influence. It means that
 achieving a goal are good
| popularised the theory
e he posits that almost

eptable as long as it
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cal superiority are goaded to assume
the means is not important, what matters is the goal _'lt_hat
theory has to be unlearnt as the means justifies s his
One should not cheat in the exams to justify SUccend'
Rather, it is the right means of proper preparation it%ss.
would make success justifiable. hat

to achieve politi

6. Do whatever makes you happy.

so common to hear people tell you
s e ,Y to dc? Whatever
i meaning can be

er is right. What
y point in time is
‘.‘Z'i.brings but its
-Test of Herbert
otary Club and
and applicable.
you do anything,
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opP ortunity comes but once
7. 5 are lots of opportunities in this life, contrary to the
Ther sspoused in this idea, which is also expressed as
idea unity knocks at the door just once. It is not true that
0 poonly has a chance to prove oneself or one’s worth. The
one_ng has misled many people into abusing opportunities
sa)c"l corruptly enriching themselves or taking advantage of
2?hers pecause they are misled they won't have another
opi0 rtunity to do what they think will give them pleasure or

comfort-

: The first step in
hen our existing
me obsolete or
gnition can  be
nfront the limitations
e Departments still
witiple copies of
t defence, some
e the process by
| the proposal to

en involves
lires us
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ver established the spherical gp
hence the world had to unlearn and re

the earth 5

—

ape of the earth
learn the shape of

gince learning Is continuous even after school,
entails that leaming is not a once-and
Relearning is the process of creating new understanding
and attitudes around the concepts and issyes we already
know. It is about learning after leamning since we tend to
forget what we learn. It is a savings method of measuring
retention by measuring how much of what is learnt already
|s retalned or forgotten Human beings by nature are
nestic and it is te ough to lear, relearning has to be

at is learnt s ‘“tally internalised and
>come pa perience. Life is a school
€ learnt and relearnt in a

relearning
~for-all experience.

g experience that he
the university and the
mitment to relearning
NING as an acronym,
les and virtues of
on, appreciation,
negatlwty and
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and nurture life ultimately making living in a changing world
more abundant.

1. Rightfulness
Rightfulness describes acting in accord with the principle of

justice. It aligns with doing the right things and doing things
right all the time. The world is a terrible place now because
people don't do what is right. Being morally upright is a
fun,‘« ental life principle that should be re-leamnt.

' | el '--e,,—_»-' to righteousness
wdividuals and people.
the right thing at the
find yourself
is a lifelong
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salitatively consistent. Throughout yoyr career and life
<(rive to be a person of excellence. '

3. Love .
As it IS well known, love is that feeling of a strong affection
and personal attachment to someone or something, a
virtue representing all of human kindness, consideration
compassion and benevolent concern for the good others, It
is the salt that makes life sweet given that everything
pecomes tasteless when love is absent. However, it is a
sad reality that the world is sick but only love can heal it. In
this life, we cannot relearn love enough and there must be
constant struggle to love God, to love family, to love
eighbours, to love fellow human beings because love

* for one’s heart and as said
“Hate destroys the very
hater...when you start
very center of your creative
rse, so love everybody.” As
should let love be your driver
L one loves everybody does
e the love but one




d to lead people from want to
knowledge, from darkness topl?lgm f'°m
sum total of a person’s experience (.M‘t is
s of transmitting culture from pa Oore
children, what happens to us between life a rents to
(Aghenta, 2001). It is the process of develo ?d death
mental alertness, regulating and improving One? 20 Oone’s
and behaviours as well all acquiring skills with w:' attitudeg
can be done: writing, painting, engineering, m d‘lc'h things
Every new day is a day of learning new |es;°ne \cine, ete,
better educated about life and its complex ;:‘e’ become
_ the larger society requi nomeng.

Gradua o the lar 30 5C
| £ \ ﬁleaming and

—

raise, an
ignorance to
defined as the
1982) or the proces
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reciate others cannot even appreciate God as Prophet
o ammad (SAW) said. o

6. Responsibility
Being responsible means doing what o
do and accepting the result of one’s actions, Responsibility
is one of the main virtues that gives life its meaning. As yoy
journey through life, you must align yourself with having a
sense of responsibility and relearn it to achieve your goals,
Responsibility operates at many levels put they all
utimately lead to the same end of fulfilment Personal

ponsibility concerns the obligation to do positive things

ith your ability, > dNd resources. You have g

ne is supposed tg

g What is expected of
€ expected standard
lity which concerns
Avoid harming others. It
O give the poor or for
IS related to social
t others and the
ursuing your goals.
responsible as they
ety in which they
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7. Non-violence ok
Non-violence is the rejection of physical violence in order

to achieve personal, social and political goals. It is an
umbrella term for the philosophy and way of life that ig
committed to seeking peaceful means of addressing
differences and conflicts. It begins from challenging the
mind to reject the notion that physical confrontations and
violent conflicts are normal. It is associated with the term
“Ahimsa’, a Sanskrit word that basically means “cause no
injury, do no harm’ and defined as “the overflowing love
that arises when ill-will, anger and hate have subsided from

| i | with the philosophy of
! practice is mainly
d others in every

g desired ends.
a way of life and
1g violence as a
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gictionary: At the w0fk plac.ze, integrity makgs organisations
oW and a lack of integrity harms organisations and the
individuals that make them. Taking the bitter pill of integrity,
pecause It iS difficult to achieve, is a sure route to lasting
rowth and honour. According to Waters (2022), the
seven fraits that are associated with people of integrity are
that they €xpress gratitude for others; they communicate
honestly and openly; they take responsibility for their
actions, good and bad; they respect themselves and those
around them, no m,atter who they are; they help those in
_=ed without sacrificing their own health; they demonstrate
nd trustwortt d they show patience and

n wh obstacles show up.
and how it can

jon Age may require
as critical as they are,
>hancellor, Hon. Justice
He was described by
man whose greatest
ruptibility” (Premium

imistic and hopeful,
rcumstance may be. It has
sitive mental attitude and
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in life but the successful ones are those whg ;
challenges positively. Maya Angelou (1 928-2014 the
counseled, “If you don't like something, change it) Once
can't change it, change your attitude.” By ta I yoy
negativity as an operational philosophy and l’eie:g- Non.-
every occasion that life turns and twists, you reaﬁsemmg
FAIL is just your “First Attempt In Learning’, ENp th_atto
means “Effort Never Ends” and NO is not g actually
rejection, it is just about bracing for “Next Opporty ::;’al

10. Generosity

Another virtue that has to be relearnt to live an zp

life today is generosity, the virtue of being libera] inun.d 5
others. The benefits of generosity are many: it reg'::;s

SU DOIT k
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there is @ New knowledge Fh.at supersedes it that imbues
life with creativity. In the Digital Age, change is constant,
and the skills we need today may not be the same as those
we shall be needing tomorrow. Relearning is about agility,
resourcefulness, and the willingness to embrace change as
an opportunity rather than a challenge. To relearn
successfully, the following roadmap is essential;

1. Adaptability and Agility: Relearning requires
adaptability and agility. It means being open to change
and viewing it as an opportunity for personal and
professional growth rather than as a threat. |
recommend to you a small book — “Who moved my
Cheese’.
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- CONCLUSION M
tive of learning, releaming ang

For all, the impera
be over-emphasised as the fonic that

gives vitality to successful living in today’s Information Age.
Those who can leam, relearn and unlearn are the

successful ones and those
accommodates the triad are bound to perpetually lament.

unlearning cannot

The world of today is totally d
inhabited by our forebears. One of the factors responsible

for this change is the totality

Age, which is still evolving as technology develops rapidly.
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