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Kwara State by Kadiri and others conclude the series of articles eatured in this edition.

No doubt, this is a fantastic edition. | am convinced that readers will enjoy its reading
not doubt that their reading through will add value to their existing knowledge.
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ABSTRACT

This examined the perceived usefulness as a determinant of e¢-book usage by posigraduate
students in universities in South West, Nigeria. The descriptive survey design was adopted using
a questionnaire, as an instrument Jor data collection from postgraduate students across three
universities in South-West Nigeria. A content-related approach of validation was conducted 1o
ensure the validity of the instrument while Cronbach alpha was used 10 1est the reliability of the
instrument which returned an r = 0.864. The population of the study comprised postgraduate
Students from the University of Ibadan (11,823), Ekiti State University (1.620), and Bowen
University (35) respectively. The simple random sampling
three universities. Israel's(2009) sample size Mode
Ninety (390) respondents which represents the sam
demonstrated that postgraduate students have a positive perception of the usefulness of e-books
as they enhance academic performance ¢ffectiveness. The findings further revealed that
posigraduate students can accomplish tasks very quickly, and provide up-to-date information
resources. The study recommended that: university management should ensure that they
subscribed 10 the appropriate online academic databases e.g.. Ebscohost. ProQuest and
ScienceDirect elc., 1o have access to up-lo-date e-books and e-resources as a whole for the
postgraduate students fo have access to adequate information resources. Postgraduate students
should embrace the use of electronic books for academic purposes such as using them 1o
complement printed books, checking for the research topic and updating research work.
preparing academic course work or reading, passing away leisure time (Novels and like).
searching for academic information resources and many more.

technique was adopted in selecting the
I 'was used to arrive al three hundred and
ple for the study. The findings from the stucly
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Introduction -

As technological integration has progressed in the educational sector. a new undldlllcrcnl
approach to ]curning has emerged. The rapid development in’lcchnoloﬁgy 'h_us nccessnal‘cd the
development of educational digital content (Mizher and Alwreikat, 2023). [hc speedy progress
of information, communication, and technologies (ICT) and their npphcapon o (eaching and
lcarning. Among these approaches is the emergence ol electronic il?lul'llni..lllk)ll resources,
Electronic information resources are digital contents stored electronically in digital systems and
made accessible through electronic mediums through computer networks (l;romosel'u.
Abdulraheem, Abdulrazaq and Abubakar, 2021). The use has recently become a common loo! in
higher education, approved at many universities around the world for supporllngaa“d enhancing
effective learning, while also encouraging lilelong sources (Muir & Hawes, 2013). As a "‘fs“ll-
books have gone through an incredible transformation - from hand-written bquS_ to printed
books and finally 10 electronic books to support electronic information dissemination .(.\/la_u.cl.
Chengin, Chang and Zilu, 2019). Most importantly, books are the most important medium for
knowledge dissemination. personality development. and Ieisure reading.

Electronic information resources are said to be the electronic representation of information that
can be accessed via electronic systems and computer networks (Johnson. Evensen. Gelfand.
Lammers, Sipe & Zilper, 2012). Electronic information sources are becoming more and more
important for the academic community (Egberongbe. 2011). Therefore. awareness of these
information resources is of paramount importance Lo library development in the 21st century.

The National Universities Commission (NUC). a government agency in Nigeria. subscribed to
several international and local online academic databases which contain E-Books and E-journals
and made them accessible to Nigerian  Universities  through its  URL  link
(wmv.nigerianvirtualIibrary.com) on the Internet. Also. NUC. NULIB (Nigerian University
Libraries Consortium), and eifl.net (Electronic Information for Libraries Network) are partnering

to provide electronic resources towards teaching. learning. and research in Nigerian Universities
(Okiki, 2012).

The International Digital Publishing Forum (2007) refers to an e-book as "la] literary work in the
form of a digital object, consisting of one or more standard unique identifiers. metadata, and a
monographic body of content, intended to be published and accessed electronically": Similarly.
the term e-book "may also refer to the hardware devices created to read e-books". In other words.
the International Digital Publishing Forum uses the term e-book both for digital book content and
for devices such as dedicated e-book readers.

No doubt the use of e-books is gaining pace, and the continuous availability and accessibility are
making things easier and enabling learning to be well facilitated. However. the perceived
usefulness of e-books is very important and highly necessary. Perceived usefulness refers to the
extent to which a person believes that using a particular technology will enhance his/her job
performance, (Davis, 1989). It is envisaged that positive or negative perceptions of the
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ietiinesy obesbooks by the isers witldetermine thevses Sty the e ol the quality o)
ooy s ettt oo fong todetermimimg then wses Tlowever, it s unespected that despie
the ebooky adoption e complement elearming i most hipher education instutions in Nigeri,
coprocal dovumentany exvidence i sull lacking particatarly reparding perceived usefulnes 1y
agamst iy tackdiop thae the researcher seehs o investipate the perceived uselulness ae
detemuimant o esbook usage by post-graduate students i South-West Universitios of Nipera

Ntatement of the Problem

In Nigerian universities. it is expected that electronic information resources such as e-books and
e-jourmals should be made available. accessible. and easy Lo use. and suve the time of prospective
rescarchers. Despite the relevance. Nexibility, and importance of e-books: problems are attached
10 aceess and usage of e-books as a result of this. there seems to be little evidence of their
increased use among postgraduate students in Nigeria. Tella, ctal. (2018) reported that the major
problem encountered by students with e-books is the difficulties reading on the computers or the
internet. followed by the cost of an e-book reader. Also. Urhiewhu(2014) reported that the
constraints encountered by students towards the accessibility of digital Information Resources
are epileptic power supply. no availability of online databases. lack of formal training in Internet
skills among students. slow bandwidth. network problems, and server slowness. However. there
is a dearth of empirical evidence on the perceived usefulness ol postgraduate students in Nigeria.
Itis against this backdrop that the researcher seeks o investigate the perceived usefulness as a
determinant of e-book usage by postgraduate students in South-West Universities of Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study

The main objective of this study is to examine the erceived usefulness as a determinant of e-
p

book usage by postgraduate students in North-Central Universities of Nigeria the specific
objectives are:

1. examine the perceived usefulness of e-books by postgraduate students in South West
Universities of Nigeria:

2. determine the extent to which postgraduate students utilize e-books in the South West
Universities of Nigeria for their research work: and

3.

identify the challenges encountered by postgraduate students while accessing and using
electronic books in the South West Universities of Nigeria.

Research Questions
The following questions are posed:

I. What is the perceived usefulness of e-books by post-graduate students in universities In
South West, Nigeria?

What is the extent to which postgraduate students utilize e-books in the South West
Universities of Nigeria for their research work?

3. What are the challenges encountered by postgraduate students while accessing and using
electronic books in the South West Universities of Nigeria?

o
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Review of Related Literature

Acquiring knowledpe through electronic information: resourees has introduced chunges 1o
veading behaviour (Mizher and Alwreikat, 2023). The importance of reading: through i,
medium in hnow ledge aequisition to haman intelleetual development in all spheres ol lite cannol
be over-emphasized (Fromosele etal.2021), 1 is obvious that academic libraries all over the
world particulaely in Nigeria are putting much effort into information resourees by acquiring
resources in-print form and even subscribing 1o electronic resources: competent library
professionals are suitable for the digital era (Urhiewhu, 2014). This has led 1o more availability
of ¢lectronic information resources such as e-books that are often consulted for research work by
Post Graduate Students in Nigeria. E-books have been abruptly approved all over the world in
academic institutions as a learning and teaching tool (Pittaway & Malomo. 2021: Luo. Xiao. M,
and Li 2021). Thus. the spread of digital books established its position in almost all classrooms

in no time. An electronic book is commonly referred o as an e-book, i.e. replicating
conventional books in electronic format.

The perceived usefulness and usage of these e-books have become a concern as they relate to
information provision. Perceived uselulness and usage of e-books is to promote a user's
willingness to use new information technology, it is necessary (o let potential users believe that
the new information technology is easy to use and that they can benefit from using it. Perceived
usefulness refers to “the degree to which a person believes that using a particular system would
enhance his or her job performance” (Davis, 1989). Davis et al. (1989) also previously identified
usefulness as the most powerful predictive variable in information technology usage. Since that
time, a variety of studies focused on TAM have demonstrated that perceived usefulness is the
key determinant factor in cases in which users intend to use a new IS or Internet technology
(Adams et al., 1992: Ahn et al, 2004: AL-Gahtani & King. 1999: Davis et al.. 1989: Dishaw&
Strong, 1998; Mathieson, 1991).

The E-book can be produced in numerous formats that range from very basic text files (o well-
structured, purpose built-files that use one of the emerging standards for e-books such as the e-
pub and Adobe PDF standards (Owajeme. 2017). Lal. (2014), affirmed that from the day of its
introduction, libraries realized the importance of e-books and made them part of their collection
development. He further explains that libraries acquire e-books through subscription or purchase
license policies and provide them to the user via library OPAC. website, etc. Within the
organizational context, a system that is high in perceived usefulness is one that the user believes
will have a positive use-performance relationship. IS adoption research suggests that “a system
that does not help people perform their jobs is not likely to be received favourably” (Nysveen,
Pedersen, & Thornbjomsen, 2005, p. 537). The ultimate reason that users exploit digital libraries
is that they find the systems used for their information needs or search tasks (Hong et al., 2002).

The “usefulness” and “ease of use” of technology acceplance factors both have positive eftects
on “attitude”, and the effect of ‘ease of use” is even more evident. Users beljeve that the benefits
provided by e-books are useful (e.g.. they can rapidly complete their life or work tasks) and are
easy to use (e.g., they can get started without another’s guidance), which helps increase users’
attitudes toward e-books. If consumers believe that e-books are more useful for their work or are
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NN O AISERRL BN \ " | ) | . o
:':‘\::\\l‘xl\u\\\ltc\\ that posturaduate students' pereein el ll\\‘lll|lil\“|\.\‘n|‘\‘!\.\Il'lz‘l:llllll books 1o very Targe
eventdetermimes either increasing or decreasine usapre ol electionic boalke,

‘ sresouree helps the researche

fulness has o do with the extent to which g particular cloonom‘\ fesouiree Iulp“ lh\' rese |.|-( .
(lo\\;‘lllll”l‘;x\c BIPG) o the information needed with the aid of |l\ mlu‘rl‘llnlll'tlvl)l:\\\\::ItllI(I’.U"l_'lllltill:lt\lV”llthul
qualin. Howeyr, iy argue that E-booking: as LA learning techn _‘_ L"', after day while
significanth contribute to the learning environment, Fechnology :ld\'&lll‘kk\ \.".‘ ‘I C )‘llilll'llll i
ll‘:\dili\\lhll ‘m\‘lhods. such as torials and- face-to-face leetures. are sull strongly dominant i
mostuniversities, and educational arenas.

Wang and Bai. (2016) opined that posteraduate stude
purposes. Similarly, Carrol (20106). et al.
PUrposes by postgraduate studens h
that students preferred e-books w
found h

nts used e-books more (or academic
observed that overall, the use of e-books for “““dc_mw
as increased considerably. Kogak (2016), et al. ulso noticed
hile studying. Khan (2016). et al. and Leyvelleo (2010). et .(ll.
U posteraduate students used e-books more than undergraduates. Therelore. the fleﬂt(h
of empirical evidence on the perceived usefulness by the postgraduate students coupled with ll'lc
fact that there is more to explore in terms of e-book usage among postgraduate students in
universities in South West, Nigeria. It is against this backdrop that the researcher seeks lo
investigate the perceived usefulness as 4 determinant of e-book usage by postgraduate students in
South-West Universities of Nigeria.
Methodology

The research design that w
population of the study
West of Nigeria, name|

University According to the data collected fr

as adopted for this study is the
comprises postgraduate
y: the University of b

descriptive survey method. The larget
students in three selected universities in South
adan, Ckitj State University (EKSU), and Bowen

om the Directorate of Academic Planning in the
three universities, the Population of postgraduate students are presented in the table below. The
total targeted population was 13,500 where the Post-graduate students from (he University of
Ibadan, Ibadan 11,825, Ekiti State University, Ado Ekiti 1620, and Bowen University, Iwowas
SSrespectively of their postgraduate students. Israel's (2009) model for determining sample size
was used to arrive at the sample size for this study. The mode| states taken sample size for £3%,
£5%, £7%, and 10, for Precision Levels where Confidence Level is 95% and P=.5. Therefore.
at £5% precision levels and the confidence level at 95% for 4 Population of 13500, The

researcher adopted g simple random sampling technique by collecting the names of all the
postgraduate students of each of the institutions, Based on the serj

al number attached to the list.
the researcher ysed random numbers (o select the sample. The samples were selecied randomly
for each of (he institutions. Thys, at the University of Ibadan, 342 postgr

aduate students were
I State University 46
on the list of 1,620, and at
7™ names that appeared on

names that appeared on the list of
posigraduate students were selected in every 35

Bowen University 2 Postgraduate students were
the list of 55. This study used a questionnaire

11,825, at Ekjt
hames that appeared
selected in every 2
for data collection.
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A total of theee hundeed and seventyafive V78 copies ol the questionmadee were adnninistered o
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posiianduaie stodents at the Unversity of thadan, kg State Uiy e Ay amd ||..|\ \,,' l,” ol

\ . \ \ \ )
‘ . i AW ‘ \ «and completed the curves

\total of Two hundved and Ty nime (289) participants responded and |
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\nalyaisy O Researeh Questions
¥ ? N N . . . \ "
Research Question 1 What is the pereeived usefulness of ¢-hooks';

Lable T2 Pereeived Usetulness of E-Books by Postgraduate Students

Factors Strongly Agree Disagree  Strongly
\oee Disagree
i
|- % |- %% | % I Yo
E-book contents are usually presented 141 544 109 421 8 30 -

in a useful format

E-book content provides up-to-date 146 504 102 394 11 42 - -
information

E-book content will improve my 138 533 115 444 6 23 - -
academic performance(s)

E-book content provides information 155 598 93 359 |1 42
that seems to be exactly what I need

E-book content provides information 1S9 614 90 347 10

3_() - .
relevant to my discipline
E-book content could enable me to 165 637 92 355 2 8§ . -
accomplish my task(s) very quickly
E-book content will enhance my 185 714 62 239 12 46 - -

academic career effectiveness

Table | reveals the result of the perceived usefulness of e-books amon
This shows that the majority 250 (96.5%) of the re
always presented in a useful format. However; 248 (95.8%) of the respondents thought that ¢-
book content would provide up-to-date information: 253 (97.7%) of the respondents perceived
that e-book content would improve their academic performance(s): 248 (95.7%) of the

respondents thought that e-books content provides information that seems to be exactly what
they need.

g postgraduate students.
spondents indicate that ¢-book content is
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Fable T turther showes that 219 (90 1050 Gk the respomdents perceivad that c-hook content
ProvIdes rmation eelevant i e disciphine: 570200t the respondent thoupd |?|.|| K
Dok content voukd enable them o accomplish their rahea very quickly, while 247 (95 37,) of
the revpondents pervenved thar e-books content will enbance e academic coreer oot e
However this aimphes that the majorny of the respondents apreed that percened usefulne

alocia e AIRIN uNane
Rexcareh Question Two: What is the extent to which postgradunte students utilize ¢<hogks”
Table 2t Researeh Question Three: The Extent o Usage of  Electronic  Books 1y

Posteraduate Students
Factors

High Medium Low 1\j(>
Lxtent LExtent IExtent Extent
Foo% F % % %
I have used some e-books provided by 164 633 38 22424 93 13 S0
the university library
I'm using e-books to update research 154 595 §2 31.7 19 73 4 1.5
work
I'm using e-books for preparing 172 664 65 251 I8 69 4 15

academic coursework or reading

E-books assist me to write and publish 161 622 7] 274
article paper(s)

19
A q

9.7 28

E-books expose me to up-to-date and 178 068.7 ¢4 247 15 S8 2 8
wide range of knowledge

E-books help me to pass away my 54 208 113 436 5S4 208 38 147
leisure time i.e., Reading novels, paper
articles etc.

Table 2 reveals the extent of usage of electronic books among postgraduate students. Table 4.4
shows that 164 (63.3%) of the respondents agreed that they have used some ¢-books provided by
the university library to a high extent; 58 (22.4%) agreed to a medium extent. 24 (9.3%) ol
respondents on low extent while 13 (5.0%) are on no extent of e-books usage. More so, 154
(59.5%) of the respondents are using e-books to update research work to a high extent: §2
(31.7%) of the respondents are on a medium extent; 19 (7.3%) of the respondents are on a low

extent while 4 (1.5%) of the respondents had no extent of e-books usage. Also, 172 (66.4%) of

the respondents are using e-books for preparing academic course work or reading o a high
extent; 65 (25.1%) of the respondents are on a medium extent: 18 (6.9%) of the respondents are
on low extent while 4 (1.5%) of the 12spondents had no extent of usage. Table 2 further shows
that161 (62.2%) of the respondents agreed that books assist them in writing and publishing
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Fable T turther shows that 249 (1Y) ol the respondents pereeived that ¢-book content
provides mtormation relevant to their discipline: 257 (99,20 of the I‘\‘\|)HIl\|k‘.Ill‘- thought that e
book content could enable them o accomplish their task(s) very quickly: while 247 (‘)Sv..‘”/u) ol
the respondents perecived that e-books content will enhance their academic career L'I'I('L'll\_cnc*..
However. this implies that the majority ol the respondents agreed that pereeived usefulness
atlects ¢-book usage.

. . 3 ) . . wrte ntilize oo 0
Research Question Two: What is the extent to which postgraduate students utilize ¢-books®

Table 2: Research Question Three: The Extent of Usage of EClectronic  Books by
Postgraduate Students

Factors High Medium Low No
Extent Extent Extent Extent

F % F % F % F %

I have used some e-books provided by 164 633 38 224 24 93 1350
the university library

I’'m using e-books to update research 154 59.5 82 3.7 19 73 415
work

I’m  using e-books for preparing 172 664 65 251 18 69 4 15
academic coursework or reading

E-books assist me to write and publish 161 622 7] 274 25 97 2 8
article paper(s)

E-books expose me to up-to-date and 178 687 64 247 15 58 2 8
wide range of knowledge

E-books help me to pass away my 54 208 113 436 54 208 38 147
leisure time i.e., Reading novels, paper
articles etc,

Table 2 reveals the extent of usage of electronic books among postgraduate students. Table 4.4
shows that 164 (63.3%) of the respondents agreed that they have used some e-books provided by

the university library to a high extent: 58 (22.4%) agreed to a medium extent. 24 (9.3%) of

respondents on low extent while 13 (5.0%) are on no extent of e-books usage. More so, 154
(59.5%) of the respondents are using e-books to update research work to a high extent; 82
(31.7%) of the respondents are on a medium extent; 19 (7.3%) of the respondents are on a low
extent while 4 (1.5%) of the respondents had no extent of e-books usage. Also, 172 (66.4%)
the respondents are using e-books for preparing academic course work or re
extent; 65 (25.1%) of the respondents are on a medium extent: 18 (6.9%) of the respondents are
on low extent while 4 (1.5%) of the respondents had no extent of usage. Table 2 further shows
thatl61 (62.2%) of the respondents agreed that books assist them in writing and publishing

ading 1o a high
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AEle Paperes) o hiph extent ot usape: 71 74%) ol the respondentare onamedinm extent:
ST 0t he respondents are on fow extent while 2 (8% 0) ol (he respondents hod no extent 1o
the said statements 128 (X 7%0) of the tespondents depicts that e-baoks expose them to an up-to-
date and wide range of knowledpe: o4 (240 7%%) of the respondents are on the mediom estent, |4
(AT e on-ow extent of usage and while 2 (8%) of the respondents had no extent ol usape
Pl 340N o the respondents apreed that ¢-hooks help them o pass away thei erre
e tesreading novels, paper articles, etes 1Y (43.0%) of (he respondents apreed (o the
madiim extent ol usage, 4 (20.8%) were on low extent While 38 (14.7%) had no extent ol usape
W the said question. This implies that the majority of the respondents put e-books into use to o
high extent.

Research Question 3 What are the challenges encountered by postgraduate students while

accessing and using electronic books?

Table 3: Challenoes Encounter While Accessing E-Books by Posteraduate Students
\_b\ R pt diade
Factors

Strongly Agree Disagree  Strongly
Agree Disagree
Foooo, Fooo, F % [ %
Our university library does not subscribe o 8 31 42 162 126 486 83 320
the appropriate website 1o access up-to-date
e-book resources
Offline e-books provided by the library are 21 8.1 27 104 125 483 86  33.

not relevant to my course of work
No manual guide is being provided to access 9 3.5 56 2] 125 483 09 206
offline e-books

Itis difficult for me to use e-book software 14 54 29 [12 126 486 90 34.7
or applications provided by the university

library

[ find it difficult to read e-books through the 50 193 31 120 121 467 57
screen because it causes eyestrain

o
o
(=)

Our university library does not provide a 21 8.1 20 7.7 125 483 93 35.9
link to access e-book resources

No assistance is rendered while accessinge- 9 35 42 162 108 417 100 38.6
books in my university library

It is difficult for me to use search engines 22 8.5 19 73 78 3001 140 54,
via the internet to get the appropriate needed

e-book information resources

Offline e-books provided by the library are 21 8.1 27 104 125 483 86
not relevant to my course of work

]
(OS]
ro
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Fable 3 weveals the result ot the challenpes enconntered monyp the |'H'-l‘]'ltlt|l‘h||\ -lll(lf.'lll'\ whilg
aceessing ¢Dooks, SO Y% of (he respondents apreed that theh wversity libraries do not
subsetibe 1o the APPROPERLE WebSIte 1o aeeess ap-to-date v-book- resotrees wlile 209 (80,07,
of the nespondents disapreed with this statement: 48 (I8.5%) of the respondent apreed that
online ebooks provided by the library are not relevant o their course obwork while2 1| (81 50,
ol the respondent disagreed with the statement: 68 (25 1%) of the respondents apreed that no
manual - puides are: being provided 10 aceess offline ¢-books while 194 (74.9%) o the
respondents declined the statement. Table 3 turther shows that 43 (160.6%) of the respondent,
agreed: that it is difficult for them 1o use e-books software or applications provided by the
university ibrary while 216 (83.3%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement; 81 (31, “’;7)
of the respondents agreed that they find it ditticult (o read e-books through the screen hccuug‘ It
causes exesuain while 178 (68.7%) of the respondents rejected the statements: 41(15.8%0) of (he
respondents agreed that (heir university library does not provide a link to access e-books
resources while 218 (84.2%) of the respondents rejected the statement.

Table 3 however reveals that 5| (19.7%) of the respondents agreed that no assistance was
rendered while accessing e-books in their university library while 208 (80.3%) disagreed with
the statement; 4] (15.5%) of the respondents agreed that it is difficult for them (o use search
engines via the internet to get the appropriate needed e-books information resources while218
(84.2%) of the respondent declined the statement. Thus, the majority ot the respondents didn't
encounter any challenges while accessing e-books.

Discussion of Findings

The findings of this study were discussed based on the three (3)

research objectives formulated
for the study.

Perceived Usefulness of E-Books by Postgraduate Students

Findings from this study show that there s a positive perception usefulness of e-books among
postgraduate students as the majority of them found e-books to be presented in a useful format,
provide up-to-date information, seem to be exactly what they need. relevan( (o their discipline.
enable them to accomplish the task very quickly. specifically it improved their academic
performance. This study is similar to We. Rabindra, and Laeeq (2015)who reported that the
perceived usefulness of e-books positively predicts the academic performance of the students,

The Extent of Usage of Electronic Books by Postgraduate Students
Findings from this study show that there is a high extent of usage of e-books among postgraduate
students as the majority of them use e-books provided by the university libraries: (o update
research work; prepare academic course work or reading; write and publish article papers (s).
This study corroborates Walton (2007) who reported that students are more receptive to using c-
books to conduct research and to using e-books as a textbook. However, this study also reveals
that the majority of the respondents use e-books to pass away their leisure time j.e.. reading
novels, paper articles, etc.. this study at the same time contradictsWalton (2007) who reported
that students are still hesitant to embrace books as a primary format for leisure reading.
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The findimes teveal that postpraduate students Ingl fewer \‘||4I||kl'|lp'\‘\ wWhile accessing A. i '.‘|I. . '| i
majoni of themn vlaimed that their university hibrary .\uh.\\‘nlwd l\.» the l'l‘l”"l""l“t wehaite 'ln
aceess 1 fosdate e=book sourees, ofine ¢-books provided 'I\.\ l|1~u library were e c\.unl 1o the L
coune oCworkcand manual guide was being provided: reading ol ¢<books llnmly.h \m.-cn (Iuhln (
Cause evastain, provision of links o aceess ¢-books: assistanee I}u.s been rendered while
accessing e-books and it has been easier for them to use seareh engines to get the n.ccdcd ¢-
books. Findings from this study contradiet Marques (2012) who reported that electronic books
CAUSE €\ estrain and difficulty in veading are factors impeding the usage of e-books.

Conclusion _ .

In addition to the available empirical evidence. this study has been able to establish empirical
evidence on the perceived usefulness as a determinant of ¢-book usage by pOSIgl'lldl!ﬂ(C sludcnls.
in universities in South West. Nigeria. Specifically. this study showed tht the major mode of
reading ¢-books among postgraduate students is on the screen and through e-book software ore-
book reader devices. while the main purpose of using e-books is for finding relevant materials
and research purposes. The following features are the main factors that enable slu_(lcnvls o make
use of e-books: they are searchable, available, accurate. save space. allow easy navigation. etc.

The role of e-books is overemphasized; they can provide better knowledge delivery and
accessibility. Universities libraries in South-West. Nigeria should encourage postgraduale
students the use e-books by subscribing to the appropriate e-book's website and acquiring more
e-books. downloading a separate e-book collection, assistance should be rendered 1o access e-
books and organizing raining on the better use of e-books. From the findings of this study, it is
observed that e-books were getting accepted by posigraduate students in universities in South-

West, Nigeria. Lastly. universitylibrary in universities in South-Wesl, Nigeria should create
closer communication with students (o address their need for e-books collection and to teach the
skills for locating and using e-books.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study and the conclusion drawn.

, the following recommendations
directed at the management of universities, government agencies. students, and library staff are
made:

The benefits of electronic books can never be overemphasized; there
should ensure that they subscribe to the appropriate online academic databases.g., Ebscohost,
ProQuest ScienceDirect etc., to have access to up-to-date e-books and e-resources as whole. As a
result, this might attract the students to make regular use of e-books provided by
management when they find the e-books more relevant to their needs;

fore, university management

the university

Students should embrace the use of electronic books for acad
to complement printed books, checking for the research topic and updating research work.
preparing academic course work or reading, passing away leisure time (Novels and like).
searching for academic information resources and many more; and the library should create a

emic purposes such as using them
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unit called anelectronie Tibrary where we have ane=librarian that will be recciving, mlx.\\'\lll“k‘
i \ \ \ ! ! . , /| A} o /

ueries, and exchanging e-books with the e-users via the university webpage, Most especially to

) N ‘ ; | \ 1 . A » . 1 ' LA N . .

make available both online and ofMine ¢-books tor the benelit ol the rescarchers,
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