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ABSTRACT

This paper evaluates the Local Governm
Administration. In achieve this, the
administration in Nigeria from the

ent in Nigeria with the intent of examining its
Paper examines the history of Local Government

Colonial period till date, the functions of
‘ . , the local
Government as well as some of its powers including the power to delegate authority, the

power to establish committees and the power to make declarations and modifications on
customary laws. The paper further examines factors plaguing the effective administration of
Local Government including issues of corruption, overbearing control of the State
Government as well as poor finance packaging. The paper makes several recommendation

including amendment of the Constitution to include clearer provisions pertaining to the
power and control of the Local Government in Nigeria.

INTRODUCTION

In Nigeria today, there are three tiers of government which are the Federal
Government, (Government of the thirty six states and Abuja), and then the Local
Government. There are currently seven hundred and seventy four local government
councils in Nigeria.

One primary responsibility of the Local Government is the provision of essential
social services, development of infrastructure, protestation of the dwellers of the locality
from domestic violence and many others which shall be addressed in the body of this work.
These functions have, by the provision of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
1999, delegated to local government councils. local government councils must be able to
effectively identify and target the neediest communities, have systems in place to track
expenditure on projects and be able to determine ilf the allocation of resources has had an
impact. So, it is important that any work done within the social E‘LCCGUT’I[HI}I!IE}' arena should
have a strong focus on service delivery within the local government council’s environment.
The most immediate need is to improve the ability of cihg&ns to engage w1f:h the local
government councils so that they may be empowered in gaining an unti_crstandmg ﬂf_whurc

~ the priority areas are and what the local government cauncllg are planning to do. It wlll_ﬂlsq
~ Bive citizens an opportunity to hold local government councils accountable for the delivery
- of social services.! ,

B The Management, Control and effectwti'.n
~ been a challenge even before The country attaine
3 One of the recurrent problems of the
= Tevenue generation as characterized by annua

t
3
5

ess of the Local Government in Nigeria have
d independence from Colonial rule.
three-tier system in Nigeria is dwindling
| budget deficits and insuflicient funds for
T . ; e .nt. 2 Local governments are the nearest
- Inean e projects developmel _ T e
B :Eﬂvernmmgg:llt ?Tf—lth andlevzt&epgrissruﬂts in Nigeria, they are strategically located to play a
0 the pcop

C —

- iaerin’ Kuwait Chapter ol Armbian Joumal ol Business
TR : 1 Government System In Nigeria® Kuwait
- S.K Halimand S. A. Adelabu ‘Modelling Local Govel
F:. -‘: L%I ﬂ lhla E’ln . - l [ 5 L] = i} 1 " h L] "I
- A chd Ehn: S i SLp‘tfl:rhl-l":t-lf::]iIli.r'uiun and  Utilization in Nigena Problems  and  Prospect
okun Local Government il ¢

R m-ﬁllstﬂn.tdufﬂﬂha.-“ﬂdcdukun-pdl" last accessed 10th June 2014
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ns and formulate > Il inadequat® ¥ . .stration in e h.as S€en
lem with this confusion paints the
mary prob'¢ i Nigeria.

by the Nigerian Locg]
ved to be a an effective and
vernments have been very
rovision of both earth angq

pivotal role in natio
70 percent of the popt
of the majority of Nigeria

Other problems §
to the recognition of th
the birth of confusion an
Local government as @ mare

Despite the seemllngl
Government Administration,
necessary institution. Despite

i i d developin
useful in opening up an PIE | e
tarred roads in several part of Nigeria. _ation has als

: t administ
The Nigerian Local Governmen lls, health cent

en actively involved in the
mention a few, in both

provision of electricity, water, 'mal:ket S
the urban and rural areas 1l Nigeria.
i ment _ , |
A Brief History of The Nigerian Local Gﬂ?;;l:raced to the colonial period. Available record

was the Native Administration

shows that the first local admi : lve from Nigeria’s old institutions the
, * ned to €vVO .
best suited form O ; orth eastern and W¢€ 0 e
dministrations were used In the n ] ,

:;g:r;ﬂiaéﬂi 1?1& indirect rule was introduced 1n the IE;ESt giﬂiﬁifﬁ;ﬁ pi?aliﬁzwruelfe;he
creation of Northern, Western and Eastern regions in 1.94 , & ; i 1946, Fve tllic
structure began to emerge. The first revenue commission was s€t up i . During the

re created. The principles, criteria and

colonial period, four revenue commissioners Wer .
allocation formulas recommended by the commissions arc well documented®. Macpherson

constitution of 1948 initiated some remarkable changes, the regions introduced some
reforms in their local administrations in the 1950s which aimed at enhancing performance.
Though, the reforms gave local administrations to collect rates and levy pools and income
taxes to finance their activities, the regions had overall control of the taxes. Local
administration lacked self-determination, hence their resource were inadequate. Though,
the local authorities were partially successfully in the North but unsuccessfully in the
Eastern and Western regions.®

The ineffectiveness of local administration can be attributed to the following reasons;
(@) Lack of mission or lack of comprehensive functional role

(b) Lack of proper structure (i.e. the role of 1 :
was not known). ( of local governments in the development process

(c) Low quality of staff: and
(d) Low funding.”

According Adedeji®, these
| , problems led : s :
poverty because inadequate functions and poy il soternments into a VICIORSSEE

1 ¥he emloyment of 1ow ol Vers lead to inadequate funding which result

th | led and poorl aid
the country experienced fundamental Chanyglfﬂ 1in Fit‘ifé L’?Eil Fg;;rrllmelnt adminiStratiofn s
. ocal government reform

created for the first time. a si :
. * » @ single-tier str
structure in the various statec : ucture of loca] : :
of the financial H:I::il:; h}r"?%' Our interest in the 197ﬁgfh}ernmexlt In place of the different
s LI oYl , : 1 -y o by d E - H [
lederation account with th “ “"[“r,m"‘ nstituted statuto lmlml hlr}ges on the Fee .
the federation account r“][lt‘l”“:lll{-'”“”ﬂ o Biving local E{WI?: 3 lﬂCatlF}n of revenue from the
mandatory and was enir “Ch slates’ revenye. This a] ~riment fixed proportions of both
A 45 cntrenched in the iy S a lﬂcatlnn to local government became
: _ ‘Un“nurldﬂti y )
°NS of the Aboyade Revenue

Commissions of L by SR
ssion: . The 197
determine wh: g ) constitut;
rmine what Proportion of the fe lar .““‘”““1 L'ITlpl:}wcr\d
- 1ederation account €d the national Assembly 0

Local administration in Nigeria catl
inistration

| and re

o — “Veénue form a state to allocate
1

imam, L B. ‘Local gavernmans ¢
'S. K. Halim ll]‘]:'i : E:H.:I;HIIL;H finance in Nigerig [bad N
| i : AUCadu *"Modellino o “dan: NISE
f.”.]d. Management Review Vol. | r.:. l“‘I_LI_I'”L Local Governme l‘j!';{‘ 1990, Padq

sy NO.1: Senta neNnt Svete
1bid ' O¢Plember 201 | YStem In Nigeriy: K
s h-l- L] 1= 4 i Ll\iv;’ | q ) l

ai(.'jjdt'lh A. (1969). *Nigerian Fegepy, "t Chapter of Arabian Journal of Busin®®
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al gove
E?iﬁgcfﬂdiaﬂ;in;if;ulgt g Assembly fixed these proportions at 10percent
Beon wes ted O percent of the total revenue of a state. In 1985, the state’s
g1opo s all guccd o 10 percent of the internally-generated revenue, local
gﬂvemn'}en ; ocation from the fgdﬁratiﬂn account was later adjusted to 20 percent. It was
that local governments are expected to

. - v . *
in proportion over time. enue allocation has continued to vary

At present, local government rece: _
Lo ; eceive 2 :
addition, proceed from the valye O per cent of the federation account. In

ion i added tax (VAT) are also allocated to them Presently
VAT’s allocation is 35 per cent based Sl - Pre 3
percent) and derivation (2 percent).9 quity of states (50 per cent), population (35

There has been a significant increase in
years. There were 96 divisions in
was increased to 774 after five ye
implications on the assignment
government. !

the number of Local Governments over the
1967. By 1976, they had increased to 300. The number
ars.!® The rise in the number of Local Governments as
of public revenue responsibilities among the tiers of

The Establishment of Local Government in Nigeria

The Constitution of The Federal Republic of Nigeria guarantees the system of local
government by democratically elected local government!?, The Constitution further charges

every State Gnv:ermnent to ensure their existence (Local Government Council) under a
specific Law which shall provide for their establishment, structure, composition, finance

and functions of such councils.!3

The Creation of every local Government is further enjoined by the Constitution to
the agencies charged with their establishment to define such area as clearly as practicable
and also ensure, to the extent to which it may be reasonably justifiable that in defining
such area.!* Three factors are provided by the Constitution to be considered in the
establishment of a Local Government area which are; the common interest of the
community in the area, traditional association of the community and administrative
convenience. !5

The administration of A Local Government like at the State and Federal Level is
required to be occupied democratically. Against this backdrop, the Government of every
State is charged with the duty to ensure that every person who is entitled to vote or be
voted for at an election to House of Assembly shall have the right to vote or be voted for at
an election to a local government council.!®

Revenue Allocation of Local Government i1
Like many other provisions of the Constitution on Local Government, the aspect of
Revenue allocation is vague and states only as follows W |
‘he National Assembly shall make provisions ‘fDI' statutory alluc_a[mr}
of public revenue to local government councils in ilhc Federation'!’
4he House of Assembly of a State shall make provisions for gta}umry
allocation of public revenue to local government councils within the

State.’1®

This is t decree understandable as not every local Government have different
income capalgsilit?e: andggince a bulk of their income will be based on how much money they

make it might be hard to reach a unified degree of revenue allocation.

’ 5 H i : . . nt Svstem In NI'.L'L‘IIIII‘ Kuwall ['|I.ljl[L‘I ol Arabian Joumal ol Business
' nd S. A. Adelabu Ml!dL”lﬂL. L«

?und Management Review Vol. 1, No.1; September 2011

ilizati izt | ligeria: Problems  and  Prospects 2004
A. Adedokun Local Government Tax Mobilization and Utilization in - Nige oble spe

. ' R » 2014
wsiuh::;suslamEdufﬂahufﬁd:dukun.pdf last accessed 10th June
o Sect ituti ] . of Nigeria 1999 (as amended)
B ishidllun 7(1) Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nige
: | e Niseria 1999 (as amended)
'3 isl:ztm" 7(2) Constitution of the Federal Republic of Niger

|
|

I . eNGeeria 1999 (as amended)

17 Sml!ﬂ" 7(4) Constitution of the Federal I{up'-lhl""hll’,l .T,;%;Jlilgjcriu 1999 (as amended)
I o ton 7(6) (a) Constitution of the Federal Repubiit: ( Nigeria 1999 (as amended)
€ction 7 (6) (b) Constitution of the Federal Republic of NIg
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. L the
The allocation of functions :H:; i  the 1999 C

system is set out in the Second Sch i categories ©

P : : n Je
the exclusive legislative list, which C‘?E:aﬁ:z ts Uf:lﬁgérn;t;?d:a?ﬁzgi:::ﬁ
Government, The Concurrent legﬁ;ﬁ:; can legislate gnd iﬂfr::lhe Local Government, thes,
both 'federal .and state gn:f;:‘;::';‘n alo0 8 functlir;;my consists of those functiong to
gi?ﬁi: ;Zlf:?és?]ﬁidc?nﬁ two categories: T ﬁr?tﬂc;athe second consists of those to pe

- overnments, g ctive state governments, T
o SDlElydperfDmEd Eli E}I;Ci;ﬂ?;;ricipatiun' with their réspe The
performed concurren

t centre around the
: local gavemmen
in i ding the tax-raising powers Of inelasticity of those tax or retill
main issues surrounding d the ngn-buoyamy : : :
inadequacy, in terms of coverage, an nment!?. In practice, only one tax source

R ke ] gove :

urisdiction of loca arket. What 1s more, even the
gl S fﬂf“:;;l;?tii by the Local Governmen's fu?; i‘gr the Local Government is, in
e :LS ?;,xes gnd rating that is also @ primary tax s

property

i he 1999 Constitution2
eality, under the legal jurisdiction of the state as evidenced from t on
I ?

| erty can be assessed by local
: - t rates Or private Prop ,

o pm:rld‘;it tt};it lgf;ii?i? the rates will have to be prescnbed by the state house of

gﬂvemmen S

assembgz:gn not surprisingly, revenues from these internal sources amount to a less than

significant portion of local governments total re'current revenue.t T;:E I:ll:eabit}l; ;et;;:iz
overnments to raise substantial portions of their total recurren rl' s thg o
%mm internal sources which, undermines the autonomy that 1s 1;115 1(:121 ol c:
third tier government, has, of course, become common-place knowledge.

-

this have ranged from the very narrow revenue base imposed on local government by the

statutory distribution of tax-raising powers to the continuous infringement of their revenue
rights by state governments in particular2-. o

s i
Ak

Procedure for Creating a New Local Government
The State are given the power to creat€ new Local Government Areas by the
Constitution. A bill for a Law of a House of Assembly for the purpose of creating a new local

government area shall only be passed if a request supported by at least two-thirds majority
of members (representing the area demanding the creation of the new local gﬂvemmﬂflt

area) in each of; the House of Assembly in respect of the area, the local government councils

in respect of the area. This request should be received and examined by the HOUSE of
Assembly of the State where the Local Government Area is demanded.23

A proposal for the CI‘E:E}tiUIl of the local government area is thereafter approved In a
referendum by at least two-thirds majority of the people of the local government area where

the demand for the proposed local government area originated. The result of the referendu™
1s then approved by a simple majority of the member

" N g a
Sy s in each local government council it
rarky ofall the ol govermmert councilsin the State. The resul of the referndiy
1011 as . . g
Assembly.# passed by two-thirds majority of members of the HOUSE

Functions of The Local Government In Nigeria
The Constitution set out the functions
the following; | NiRiithe

- . . dc
Local Government Council to mclll
1.

The consideration and the m
ecuqumit planning or any siy
particularly in so far as the
alfected, and proposals m

aki Rl g
ni!-::ﬁ ol recommendations to a State commissio” 0:
ar body on the economic development of the Staté

‘t_l ru&.lH {) ; L 1 %
ade by the :':.il(Llummty of the council and of the Sta'
- Sald commission or
. r body
" Akindele ST ' y
Heie 5.1 and Olaopa  ‘Fiscal foder
groups/public/documents CAFRAD/UNPANG oS - ™ 41d

local G dod/
: AN : 4 Vovemment  fin . | it
| Second Schedyle -"’tMlHﬂ]'_J],pdt last accesseqd bl Ji:::u'lliillum“w in Nigeria’ U“Pﬂ“l'un‘mg“ﬂ
© Akindele ST . : & ¢ 2014
; A and Olaopa ‘Fisc: ) -
/public/documente /e P Iscal federalism and local
J?ibid cuments LAFI{ADlJHPﬁN{}HHIzl,pdt‘]“.ﬂ 11 }fﬂ"" (‘1‘;:-”"*:1‘111num finance ; RETaa _ docfﬁ'"ups
o u;:i:!uun 8(3) Constitution of the

Federal Republic of Niger:
A ol Nigeria 1999
(as amended
d)

132

n units of the Nigerian fﬁ'dj._---:
onstitution of the Federal Repubj,
[ legislative functions which gp,
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i1 ' m on the exclusivity of the Federni
of Nigeria. The schedule specifies three 68 functio s to era] ‘
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2 Col]e];:ltic};l of rates, radio and television licences;
3. Establishment and maintenanc e, |
destitute or infirm; ¢ of cemeteries, burial grounds and homes for the

4, Licensing of bicycles, trucks
wheel barrows and carts

5. Establishment, maintenance and regulation of slaughter
markets, I:nDtGI' parks and public conveniences

6. anstmqtmn and maintenance of roads, streets, street lightings, drains and other
public highways, parks, gardens, open spaces, or such public f;;cilities as may be

prescribed from time to time by the House of Assembly of a State

Naming of roads and streets and numbering of houses

Provision and maintenance of public conveniences, sewage and refuse disposal
Registration of all births, deaths and marriages

0. Assessment of privately owned houses or tenements for the purpose of levying such
rates as may be prescribed by the House of Assembly of a State.
11. Control and regulation of -

out-door advertising and hoarding,
movement and keeping of pets of all description,
shops and kiosks,
restaurants, bakeries and other places for sale of food to the public,
laundries, and
 licensing, regulation and control of the sale of liquor.
12. Participation in the Government of a State in matters such as;
a. the provision and maintenance of primary, adult and vocational education

b. the development of agriculture and natural resources, other than the
exploitation of materials

c. the provision and maintenance of health services

(other than mechanically propelled trucks), canoes,

houses, slaughter slabs,

= © 0

. > -
b R M

*e

‘s

-
”»e

Examination of the Powers of Local Government Administration in Nigeria

Pursuant to the several duties conferred by the Constitution on the Local
Government in Nigeria, the Local Government wield several powers defined particularly by
state laws. Some of which shall now be examined considering examples from both Oyo and
Kwara State Laws.

Delegation of Powers By Local Government _

A Local government may delegate to a development Area Officer havin_g _authunt}'
over a part of the area of authority of the council, with or without restrictions and
conditions, any of the power conferred on it under the Federal and State law to enforce any
by -laws of its enactment. . ]

A delegation shall not be made under this section except with the consent of the
Commissioner and of the area authority to which the power is to be delegated . H "

In the exercise of powers delegated under this sect‘ic:.-n, the area a:utlm_ntj; :ﬁ‘h;l_ll_att
as agent of the delegating Local Government.?> These provisions as mn;z}uncd in the Kwara
State Laws are also in Pari material with corresponding laws of Oyo State?°.

Power To Establish Emirate/ Traditional Councils | |
The Governor may by order establish for su-:_:}.] EIT‘HI*:;;HL‘ “f. 2
Emirate Council or, as the case may require, a Traditional .Lc}.um\lbb. o
Each Council established shall consist of the ['nlluuwﬂ}l mem ,“hkv yriate cases, two
a. The Emir, Oba or Principal Chief as President IFHT“” flllu} .w.t dﬁp.p::jiwhlr nrk e
Or more such persons shall hold offices as President elth€r SUCCCSSITEL
alternately .
b. Other traditional title holders

other traditional areas an

Law CAP.LS Laws of Kwara State, 2007

Of Nigeria, 2000
ws of Kwara State, 2007

25 1S10NS

: : ~ollaneous Provisions)

27 2¥Cl0n 67 Local Government Law CAP <ot ) Law CAP.LS La
Section 34 Local Government (Miscellaneous ProVISIOn:
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Good Governance and Accountability in Local Government Administration

Rule of Law _ . : ,
Rule of law as an essential feature of good governance implies the existence of fajr

legal frameworks that are enforced impartially, and constitutional procedural arrangements
are adhered to consistently.35 Nigeria is a developing democracy with a claim to
constitutionalism. The truth of the matter is that having a constitution is one step of the
game, and adhering to the constitution is another step of the game.36

Participation

[t is bffst borne in mind that no government can survive in vacuum. There is the dire
n_f:ed fnrlpartlmpatmn by both men and women 1S central to good governance it could be
either dlI'EC.t or through legitimate intermediate institutions or representation. Good

tg;l:ernment administyatiqn to ensure that concerns of the most vulnerable in soclety are
€n 1nto consideration in decision making. It should be noted that the participation that

will give rise to good governance i :
€ 1S one that is ' : : :
and no transparent prastiacs. devoid of manipulation through unethical

stll being dragged into the nThE mentality of the military regime which is unfortunately
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Transparency

Where thfere 1s good governance, all that is at stake
be nothing to hide. Th? reason for good governance has
Loca:l Gﬂ‘iiﬂl"nmt-ﬂ.lt Adml‘n'istratimn in Nigeria. This is as a result of lack of transparency in
dealing with f:]f‘ltlcall political, economic and administrative issues. The handling of issies
such as service delivery, appointments to public positions are not done in a transparenlﬁ
manner. It should be clear that, government presence and access to resources would
remain less satisfactory to the people unless it is based on transparency.39

Is public interest and there will
continued to be problematic in

Responsiveness

It means that public policy decisions and implementation represent adequate responses to
popular needs and expectations good governance requires that the fundamental interest
and ultimate purpose that defines policies and actions of government must represent
adequate response to the genuine and legitimate needs of the people. In other words, gooc
governance requires that institutions and processes of government try to serve all
stakeholders within a reasonable timeframe.*© The constitution, as the contractua
instrument between the organs and the people, clearly expresses the desire and will of the
people as to the powers granted the organs?!.

Government Appointments

There is no gain saying the fact that appointment of people into Local Government
and its Commission adopts unfair and unethical patronage practices based on
considerations and criteria devoid of merit. This is a common phenomenon in local
government administration in Nigeria. The Local Government is perceived as a failed system
of government by majority of Nigerians and as such aspiring government workers with
apposite qualifications steer clear of the Local Government Councils.

It should be noted that good governance cannot be ensured under such perception.
Youths should be educated on the Rights and Capabilities of the Local Government and
encouraged to implement them by contributions from various fields of studies. Skills and
competence related criteria should be used for all local government appointments in order
to get the best hands on the job. From the above perspective of local government
administration, it is clear that for good governance and accountability to exist in a lf:rc:a]
government arrangement, the above characteristics need to be taken into serious

consideration.4?

Effectiveness and Efficiency il | |
Good governance in Local Government administration makes possible that adequate

value and benefits are derived from government resources committed to programmes and
projects of government. Good governance in this regards means that processes au‘v:ir
institutions produce results that meet the needs of society, while making the best use o

available resources at their disposal.*’

Accnunﬂt?:;}_:fiabﬂity means that people will be able to hold local government authorities

responsible for public issues as it 1s affecting them. In order words, ﬂvc‘uulntabﬂn}' }nmh*ﬁs
anibligatiﬂn tf explain or justify specific actions*. This is a key requirement for good
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Local Government Administration i

ent of
Factors Plaguing the Effective Managem

Nigeria

Ambiguous Cnnstitu;:jilunalt lP:::r;ilzigﬂu!:S he effectiveness of Local Government in Nigerig jq
A primary problem

: it h as that wh;

; : g, confusion and complexities, SUc ich
the apparent CGnStimtlTna.lt ;;qag:qaunag;;;:ﬂ dage of the state andat;-l;r;;ir E;i;; oig::ef:deral
R _autmré ubt that not enough details 10 gl}l] Federation exploi i
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GL;I:HHH;EEL gfniitt?npgril ect allocation to Local Gm(emment Councils. 'R?thtir such mor{ey
I;uqf Eedalhi:ated direct to the state, which shall in turn pay same 1nto the State Joint

Local Government Account vide section 162 of the Constitution

te Finances . i '
Inadeqli;?le Local Government lacks the financial and human capacity to deliver on the

statutory and shared responsibilities between it and the c:rth.er tiers of government. This is
largely due to the incommensurate allocation that they receive from t.he: Fed§ral arfd State
Government. This is due to the fact that Local Governments make minimal input into the
decisions on resource allocations at both the federal and state levels

Poor Leadership Qualities

Another factor hindering local governments’ performance has to do with the
recruitment of persons who do not possess the requisite leadership and managerial skills to
deliver the gains of governance to the people. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria makes provision that the qualification for election into offices of the Chairman and
the Councillors shall be the same as that of the election into the House of Assembly of a
state. S{;ctic:n 106 of the Constitutiont? puts the minimum educational qualification for
f}&ﬂ;ﬂl{?ﬂlzﬁi :;e House of Assembly of a state as post primary school certificate. This entails

ge political office holder in the local government is not expected to be skill-

gualifi‘ed or one vested in any discipline. The has made the local government councils
umping ground for semi-literates or g starting point for political toddlers

Corruption

Like every other sector, another
performance is corruption. Corruption eats
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Lack of Continuity

| ffmather major problem in local sovernment administration in Nigeria is the lack of
continuity by su_ccieeding governments. This has become a major problem plaguing local
government administration in Nigeria, as succeeding government fails to continue with the
programmes and projects that are left behind by a

‘ : . past administration. This has over the
years led to economic and financial wastage as well hindrance of development54

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
The paper sou

1s indisputable that t
enshrined

ght to evaluate the administration of Local Government in Nigeria. It
he powers, duties and obligations of the Local Government in Nigeria is
In the constitution. The issues however are in the recognition and
Implementation of the rights accorded to the Local Government as well as the performance

of duties required of the Local Government by their administrators. The rule of law is a
necessity in achieving a valuable and effective Local Government Administration in Nigeria.
A.T. Shehu opines on rule of law that whilst the idea of the rule of law might not have a
stable meaning or content, however its one abiding principle is regulgrity of law, the idea
that man is governed by law and regulations and not by the caprices of the rulers. It
demands equality before the law, the law is no respecter of anyone or institution, thaE
gOVernance must be in accordance with the law and not by the whims of any ;:_aersur}. Ior [TL
law is supreme and governs even the governors whose powers and szr?ctli:}n%[grc&;)rz r:
Creations of the law itself, be it national, regional, ' continental or 1n1[.:.-_rlr_mﬁrmr;1; Sy
character.5s There is then little doubt that a genuine and llbera*a%”rrtc‘lfrlﬂa r‘;m“;
Constitutional Provisions on Local Government and Statfz Lalws _:asﬂu_f;.ﬂ 1:11";- tﬁﬁppll};‘pk;ﬁt‘
interpretation of such laws will see the Local Government in Nigeria thrive -
it i EStE]'D]iS'h'Ed- ' as a constitutional theory and the bt‘d{‘t}L‘l{ of separation

Also, thﬂugh ‘]udICl.ﬂl Siodogd istent and rigorous attacks® it remains necessary the
of powers, remains an object of persiste State and Federal Government over the Local
Fél'imary B heokng th[t: EIDWEFZSUSLL(E? ?h:‘ provisions of law pertaining to Local

Overnment in Nigeria. Admittedly, Tevic |
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Government will be made tedious by several ambigu he constitution for instance ¢
constitution. This phenomena affects other prﬂviSIDHS of the ¢

| : ning the 3
constitution fails to define the executive powers of = prec?ltde?ﬁts;fiet t%e Cis?irtﬂuyf
executive powers of the federation5’ there is however the need to 0
liberally.

It is against the backdrop of the several factors plaguing the Effe:;:zrzﬁmmtrahm
of the Local Government in Nigeria that the following recommendations .1 i

* Additional areas of tax and licensing to be added to the Local Gi}gemntm;l‘z egislatiy,
list, Police and Judiciary at local Government level as well as the establishment
the office of an Attorney-General of Local Government.

* Extensive amendments of the Constitution to define clf:a:rly, ﬂ:lﬂ' powers and dutjeg
of the Local Government so as to aid in its effective admlnlstr:atlo:r}. |

* The addition of taxable as well as licensing areas to the IFg}slatltire list of the Loca]
Government in order to increase the finance for better administration,

* The Creation of Local Government police to better hf‘lp the LOCE‘:I Government
enforce their policies and By-laws as well as the protection of the residents of ryrg]
areas in their jurisdiction.

* Making the appointments, legislation and jurisdiction of the Customary Court to be
in the jurisdiction of the Local Government. This will further give the Loca]
Government some autonomy over issues within their jurisdiction.

There should be established, the Office of Attorney-General in each Local
Government this will, among other things, help with matters between Local Government
and the State Government or even the Federal Government. The office prosecute matters
where State or Federal Government encroach on the jurisdiction of the Local Government.
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