Ahbout the Book

rofessor BoA. Clooye conamitter] most of his over three decades of teaching and rescarch cances toward

interrogsting the chasging conlours of Afrcan indigenous science, tochnology and - edonomic

development especilly since the pre-coloma epoch, Olaoye's key focus was o understand the diverse
matiere el values ol indleenoes iechno-scionific ideas and to show haw they contribiated 1o the secio-ecanamic,
vulturnl and polhitical development of the Migeria sociefies priar o the ndvent of Ewropean colomalism.  This
beaisi: prriwides an especinl historical amalyss of the corpus ofissises that undergind the field of Tndigeoous ssience.,
technology anid econsmic transfommastson particubarly from the repereoire of Profesor BAL Olacye friedlectual
sagncity and scholarship over the years. Dimwing from rich hassoey of dilferent Nigedan societes. this book
demaonsiraies the fow sl win' of the venoes forms, noture, vilues and chalknges sssocaed with the
development af indigenous and techtology i Affica.  From the cabogsg of hisory, this boak argues that the
parsa anel realisation of Afrco's sustimeble techno-scientific development omd mdustsnlizaten wall remain
larpely o miirage unti] the enormous potentials i shound in indigenmis science and lechnology nomoss
comumenities A fca arcapiimized i procilisa)

Lomuel E-ODEH P (HSNG Associne Professve, immodiiio past Head of Depnriment, Depariment of
Husstory and Intcrmtionnl Studi= Unooemity of lanm, Migenin. He halds o B 4 Hisory and Interuoticnad Stidies
[rom Layn Stave Universaty (ho-Lagcs, M Se. Internuions] Refafors nd Strtegie Studies md MO, in Hisosy
frinm the Beme Staie Unrverssty Mabmedi, Henue State rl_'5pl;l.'r|-;'|_l.' He was also Head of Department,

Erepartmeent of Menry Hisiory, Nigerianmy Triverssty B Beae State: He 1s carmently Dhrecsor University of

Thorm Afchives and Docnmentation Center: e was fomer Natsossl Publioine Officer (PRO] Histoncal Society of
Nigerin. He was parl of a Grant Awnrd by Nagel Institute-for the stdy of Word Chrstsanity, Michizan, U, 5.4
Has echistarty windios are in b boenl, ratioe] snd inemitional ssamils. Emaillemuelodeb @ omilorin édung

Der Pl Blesammi Akanmidateaches at the Depassment of Histary and Intematinant Stodies in Federal Upiversity
Crye-Ekn, Ekiti-State. Hewas mained in the University ofTlorin, where he oltomed bis BA_ M Aand Ph D, He s
currently the Actmg Head of Depanmvent. His areo-of specinlization is Secinl History: He hos written extensively
om History of Medicme, Edncation, Conflizts and Confiicts Resoluion it Nigerin, His articles have oppeared in
reputhiz bocal nnd micrintions jourmals; Ha s hoppily married snd God s blessed thie union

Ahaby, Danladi, Pa.D. 153 Lecturer im the rl'l.‘p:ll'lﬂl =il (lfliul-;ln. anil Tolermateanl Sudies, Ko State Uniy ErwIty
Anyigha, Niger Or Dambsh fins wim many scodensic dgistinctions, pazes and pwards meluding the coveled
Professor F.S hilachoba Prize for the Brest Student wiils Best Acadesic Besult for che 20095201 0 peademic session,
Kogi Stare University Anyigho, A 2009 aned 20158 fellow of the Institsie for Freach Reseasch in Africe (TFRA-

Nigeria), DrAbablhanladi wos also the wimnernf the 2017 Fond Foundation Sponsored, Ressarch Fellowship of

the West A frica Crvid Soctety Inssitwie (WACSE), Acem, Ghana. Danladi was also o 2007 and 2015 lauseste of the
Council for the Development of Soctal Science Research m Afnca (CODESRIA) He 15 curmntly @ Research
Associate ol the African Centre for International Trade pred Development { Ansitsl, Accr, Ghann ) and Falios
Crrzasrools Researchers Associntion, Abujs, Nigeria He holds o B_A (Hoas) Elistory & Internntionak Studies from
Kogi State University Anyighe and M.A and PhD in History from Benue State Universty, Makosd, Nigens, Or
Ahah Donlndiis the nathor af the boak; 4 "'."..'..-" - T wan J|_l..'l I MNigeria, §P00-T960 m
adidstion toover thirti five (35) poblished papers in Pt Ll il Tberms l )it I-|.|‘-JI'I'LL|L bk chuptercollectives
o |nbermationul media: features and opintons. He has amended and presented papers in mary logal aod
Intemational conference. D Abal Dantsdi is 0 member of the Socisty fur Pesce Stulies ond Practice (SESE),
Intermitional stcety lor Therd sector Research {15 TH | and Histarical Soziety of Nigena (HSN)

Caadia

EDITORS:

Odeh E Lemuel Ph.D.

P Paul | Akanmidu Ph.D,
RAbah Danladi Ph.D.

2 O 4
O

0
5]




Introduction
Chapter: 1

Chapter:2
Chapter: 3
Chapter: 4
Chapter:5
Chapter: 6
Chapter: ¥
Chapter: 8

Chapter: 9
Chapter ;10

Chapter; 11
Chapter: 12
Chapter: 13
Chapter: 14
Chapter :15
Chapter '16
Chapter :17

Chapter ;18

Chapter: 19

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Professor Olaoye Raimi, a Historian and Administrator:
Engaging Discourse through the Mirror of his Works

The Place of Spiritual Weapons in llorin Warfare in the
Nineteenth Century

African Shrines and Quest for the Control of Political Power
in [gholand in Nigeria's Fourth Republic

Changing Patterns of Egbunu Deity among the Bassa Nge
People of Kogi State, 1900-1999

The Economy and Challenges of Inter-group Kelations in the
19 Century Eastern Niger Delta of Nigeria

Igala and Igbo Communities 1900-1960: A Study of Inter-
Group Relations in Nigeria

Social Relations of Production in West African Societies: A
Study of the Uzairhue Women of Benin Province, 1900 - 1960
A Historical Evaluation of Pre-colonial Akure Economic
Structure

Development of Road Transportation in Ekitiland, 1900-1960
Modernization and Indigenous Attire: A Study of The
Kyadzwe Local Textile in Wukari, Taraba State, Nigeria
Changes in llorin Weaving Industry in the 21+ Century
Indigenous Methods of Food Processing and Preservation in
Nigeria: A Study of Cassava Floor (pupuru) among the Ikale
People of Ondo State, Nigeria

Indigenous Male Group Circumeision in Akumegyaruwa of
Gwer West in Benue State

Traditional Family Planning Methods and Birth Control in
Lafia Local Government Area of Nasarawa State
The Administration of Traditional Justice System in Igede
Land Since Pre-colenial Time
Values of Craft Works and Indigenous Knowledge System in
Pre-colonial [gbominaland
Indigenous Industries in Igbominaland
The Alternative of Cultural Metaphysics in Africa's Quest for
Social and Techno-scientific Development in the Age of
Globalisation

Intrinsic Values of Indigenous Craftworks and Implications
of its Neglect on the Nigerian Economy

e e
ix

Chapter: 20

Chapter: 21
Chapter: 22

Chapter: 23
Chapter: 24
Chapter: 25
Chapter: 26

Chapter: 27

liala-ode in Ogbomoso: A Study of the Socioreligious-
historical Themes in the Works of Ogundare Foyanmu
Traditional Healthcare Deliveries in Pre - Colonial Wukari
Reflections on Traditional Health Care Services in Ilorin
Emirate

Historicising the Attitlude of the Bekwarra
Traditional Medicine in Contemporary Times

The Atlantic Slave Trade: An Examination of the Alliance
between African Suppliers and European Shippers

A History of Nigeria's Medical Tourism since the Post -
Colonial Period

Primary Health Care Financing and its Challenges in
Igalaland, Nigeria 2005 -2015

Colonialism and Indigenous System in Perspectives:
Reflecions on African Arts, Science, And Technology In 21st
Century

towards

Chapter: 28 A Survey of Rural Development Efforts of Some Local

Chapter: 29
Chapter: 30

Chapter: 31

Chapter: 32,
Chapter: 33.

Chapler: 34.

Governments in Benue State, 1976-
An Appraisal of the Place of Oral Tradition in African History

United Nations Security Council: Threat and Options for
Sovereign Equality of Nations = Focus on Nigeria

Nigerian Incentives to the Chinese National Qil Companies
NOCs in the Nigerian Oil Indusby

Local Government Autonomy in Nigeria: A Gateway for
Sustainable Development?

Reinterpreting History Through Drama In Isiaka Aliagan’s Oba
Mama

The Sources of Historical Reconstruction in the Pre-colonial
Lower Benue Valley




CHAPTER 16

Values of Craft Works and Indigenous Knowledge
System in Pre-Colonial Igbominaland

ABOYE]JI, Oyeniyi Solomon, Ph.D.
Department of History and International Studies, Faculty of Arts,
University of llorin, llorin, Kwara State, Nigeria.

Imfroduction

creations of man and so require integral attention. Benjamin

Franklin is credited with first defining man as a "tool-making
=nimal.? The making and using of tools is the first evidence of man's
shility to reason to solve problems, Since the use of stone implements
was the most distinctive feature of early man's culture, it is from this
rst cultural stage known as the Paleolithic or Old Stone Age the world
sansformed to the Neolithic and Industrial Revolutions, The
“evelopment of technology is one of the easiest aspects of human
=volution to study. Many historians of science argue that technology is
=0t only an essential condition of advanced, industrial civilization but
2iso that the rate of technological change has developed its own
momentum in recent centuries.

Tec:}mnlog}- and culture are the two first and most important

fmnovations now seem (o appear abt a rate that increases geometrica]l}r,
without respect to geographical limits or political systems. These
mnovations tend to transform traditional eultural systems, frequently
with unexpected sodial consequences. Thus, technology can be
conceived as both a creative and a destructive process.

science, derived from the Latin word scire, meaning “to know" is a
systematic study of anything that can be examined, tested, and verified.
From its early beginnings, science has developed into one of the greatest
and most influential fields of human endeavour, Today different
cranches of science investigate almost everything that can be observed
or detected, and science as a whole shapes the way we understand the
universe, our planet, ourselves, and other living things.? On the other
fand, technology, derived from the Greek words tekhng, which refers to
an art or craft, and logia, meaning an area of study; is a general term for
the processes by which human beings fashion tools and machines to
increase their control and understanding of the material environment.
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Thus, technology means, literally, the study, or science, of crafting or
systematic knowledge of producing tools and masteries in solving
problems. This agrees with Olaoye's view of technology as application of
thinking, skills, and hands and accordingly the production of concrete
objects of need or as the total means employed by a people to provide
materials essential to human existence and comfort, through the
acquisition of a technical method to achieve a practical purpose.*

The Igbomina and Features of Indigenous Knowledge System No
history goes further back than the adventof theYoruba who trace a
mythical origin from Ife. [ghominaland is a land of long history. The
Igbomina are heterogeneous sub-group of the Yoruba race who
evidently migrated to their present sites from different locations and at
different times as from the 14th-17th centuries.® The term ‘Igbomina’ or
‘Igboona’ refers to a distinct dialectical unit of the Yoruba, the land they
occupy and the language they speak. They are located within longitudes
80 and 9N and latitudes 40 and 6°E. They are made up of many sub-
units such as the la, Ipo, Oro, Aran, Iyanga, Isin, lrese, Esisa, lle-Ire, Oke
Ode and Share. Aside the Igbomina diaspora in different proportions
across states and continents, the Igbomina as a people are particularly
today in the present day Nigeria found in the whole of Ifelodun,
Irepodun and Tsin LGAs of Kwara State and [la and Ifedayo LGAs aof
Osun State. lgbominaland is bounded in the west by Horin; north east by
Yagba; southeast by Ekiti; north by the Nupe; southwest by the Ibolo;
and south by the present day Oyo State. To the north of the Jjesa and the
Ekiti, and east from Oyo live the lgbomina.t

The history of indigenous science and technology in Igbominaland
shows that from time immemorial, il is endowed with, vast expertise in
different types of skills and handicrafts i.e. blacksmithery, pottery, trado-
medical work, weaving, arts, sculpture and other wood works that are
not only fanciful but durable. These technologies were based on culture
rooted in empirical knowledge and transmitted from one generation to
the other through oral tradition and the process of indigenous
apprenticeship system. Thus, some of the crafts and indigenous
knowledge grew with the people and became part and parcel of their
culture.

Perhaps it should be fore mostly mentioned that agriculture remained
the chief human activity among the people. Farming economy was no
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Loubt very important both as economic, social and religious sustenance
w=d also for the socio-political status of the people, The situation in
‘sbominaland corroborates Ajayi's position that “African agricultural
wstems in the precolonial epoch were such that the different
sommunities could be regarded as sell-contained.””

“owever, there were crafts and trades which were nevertheless,
sequently undertaken on part-time bases to complement agriculture.
The financing of these additional productive enterprises had been made
—ossible by agricultural surpluses. The occupational differentiation
made many to be agriculturalists, specialists' craftsmen and others who
wok up a particular craft in the farming off-season. The dominant way
&y which the Igbomina met their material needs were through the
sroducts of their indigenous technology, which according to the people
was as old as their various settlements. Accordingly, the technology
responded adequately to their socio-cultural environment and was able
w0 boost the indigenous economy. The features of these indigenous
sechnologies included:

« The practice of apprenticeship (especially in the major crafis)
which accounted for the survival, sustenance, preservation and
expansion of such crafts and industrial skills.*

s Highly developed socio-economic orgamization which existed like craft
or trade unions (Igbé)thatfacilitated production, distribution and
dissemination of goods.®
Division of labour and

» the eventual specializations in the different phases of the
production work.

Apprenticeship in the hereditary crafts began informally from childhood
when the parents and other older members of the family took the
children to the workshop to watch their works, The children eventually
became more involved in the profession first by delivering finished
products to customers in the village, handling the tools, repairing
damaged products and manufacturing new ones under the strict
supervision of experts in the workshop. They became certified
professions following these experiences. In another development,
learning a craft often began with personal service to the master. Young
boys would become house servants to a close relative, who would feed
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and clothe them, and after some years of promising usefulness they
would then gradually be introduced to the craft of the guardian.?

Moreover, highly developed socio-economic organization existed
like trade unions, facilitating production, distribution and dissemination
of goods. Most special guilds and family heads could control production
of goods, fix prices and punish the recalcitrant members violating the
guild rules.’® The crafts as well as trade guilds were in a nutshell, a form
of labour union, regulating tendencies towards cheating and all forms of
vices inherent in capitalist societies. Division of labour as well as
specializations in the different phases of the production werk also
became prominent.

From foregoing, one can plausibly and justifiably say that there
was in existence occupational differentiation that led to the various
crafts popularly summed up as indigenous industries (knowledge
system) that played a vital role in the economic activities of the Igbomina
people. There is certainly a long list of mastery, works of arts and craflts
the Igbomina wvalued and engaged in during pre-colonial times,
references shall only be made to a few of them.

Crafts and Indigenous Knowledge System and Values in PreColonial
Igbominaland

Since primitive man's technological aptitudes were so various- painting,
modelling, fire making, tool making- without any concomitant biclogical
specialization, as occurs in animal; it is natural to suppose that thought,
training and discipline were prerequisites for man's technological
achievements. It is therefore a mistake to suppose that early craftsmen
lacked principles and theories or that they blindly did what their
predecessors had done. Ever since [Stone Age-Palaeolithic and Neolithic
periods; Stone Age;...], necessity had always been the mother of
inventions 'as it is true that civilisation is mankind's inheritance and
inventions often occur in stages in response to felt neads’.12

Both the evolution and migration accounts'® attest that the earliest
occupation of the Igbomina like any primitive man- were gathering,
hunting and fishing. They later became subsidiary to agriculture. After
farming had become a regular job, gathering became a job for children
and women (though) not as a main occupation. It was through this,
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edible and medicinal seeds, leaves, fruits and their functions were
vered. Later, man began to cultivate his own crops and thus
unities settled in one place in order to harvest and store crops. The
of tools and later domestication of animals led to more efficient
oculture and the ability to produce more food and hence supported
=wse population. Demands were made on the environment and trees
Lwere felled to produce shelters and more land for cultivation. Following
= farming economy, there were other occupations such as craft
menufacture on part time basis. This aspect of economy was peripheral
o agriculture which Hopkins described as the “matrix in which all other
wdigenous activity is set”From long, it has therefore been the
slosophy of ona kan & woja (diversification) and atélewd eni & tan i 1 je
meaning  one's personal handiwork assuredly brings fortune).
Severtheless, and emphatically, all their major activities for survival
=cuired the use of skills and tools as necessity became the mother of
“=ventions in the different ages.

Hunting grew from being a main practice lo a subsidiary job. It
swieed provided games meant to supplement animal protein or to get
= of them if they posed a danger to human beings and food crops. On
=wost occasions, savannah hunting needed not compulsorily be a
specialized job as any group of people merely set bushes on fire in the
Zrv season and games would be flushed. Therefore, traps of different
spes were often set to kill both small and large animals. Many of them
—o=sessed herbal spiritual weapons in the form of herbal bullet proofs
wsaki ibon, afoobon, ayela) and protective charms such as afpse, epe, okighe,
suju, aferi, eghe, oruka ere-(poisoned ring). Games caught were eaten,
soid raw or preserved by smoking, There were cases when specific
animals were reguired for sacrifices within specified days while the non-
edibles and other taboo/detestable animals were left untargeted. For
mstance, no member of Onikoyi family across Igbominaland must eat
bush meat (été); no one from ilé Alipd family in Igbominaland and the
people of Agbonda community must neither kill nor et cobra snake
‘#0ld) lest they eat or kill their forefathers.1=

Early Igbomina hunters (some, being founders) became important
as footpath makers; served as security men, making it possible for
~ people to go about their economic activities peaceably. Some of these
~ great hunters did not only become herbalists through their expeditions
and observations of the animals, but also left remarkable foot prints on
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the sand of time. Already immortalized renowned hunters are Ajagunla,
Aw-::rc:l Ose (Tla), Tii Oye (ljara), Baragbon (Esie), Siginni Wegbe, the
progenitor of Agbeku, Aworefe (Agbele), Ologele (Agbonda), etc.t

Fishing was less developed in Igbominaland since it was limited to
the areas where streams and brooks were available. Tt was only
prominent in a small-scale level among few of the [ghomina settlemnents
such as at Odo-Ore in Ogun Stream; Iwo at Ogun, Alore and Avyaba
Streams; Owu and Iji at Awere Stream; Oke-Onigbin at tha River:
Arandun/Esie etc in Osin River etc Perhaps it was also not
comparatively prominent because some of the streams were dreaded
and worshipped in order to pacify the angry river goddesses. Till date,
the mystery behind the raging Oke River along Omu-Aran—Oro-Ago
Express way is a great concern not only for the entire Igbomina but also
Kwara State Government at large.1”

Stock Farming was common as a matter of necessity due to its
multi-purpose values. Every family reared at least one or two goats,
sheep, rams, dogs and poultry in the free-range system for family
consumption and entertainment of visitors. Some young bush animals
like hare, snail, nestlings, owlets, squirrels, etc, were domesticated. They
could also be requested or received as part of the dowry, which must be
compulsorily paid. A kid commonly called awdnsin eran {separated goat
kid) among the people was usually given to the bride to start a goat pen
and some numbers of cock/hen to erect poultry. However, the number
of cock/hens given varied from village to village but usually an
awonsinwas given. Hence, stock farming became an economic activil?}r for
women especially, which fetched them money in return. Beyond the
above reasons and benefits is the philosophy of Qlgrun dfi ofo r'émi (loss
of property or unpreventable death of stock or domestic animals in
substitute for their owners’ lives) which is still widely believed and

practiced till today. Domestic and material loss may occur when the
targeted vicim is immuned.1®

It is noteworthy at this juncture that while some of the industries
were agro-allied, with some agricultural products serving as raw
materials for the local industries, some others were based on mineral
working, the predominant being ironsmithing/ blacksmithing,
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Blacksmithing: Iron working was I:l‘lt? most prevailent n:hE a].lmﬂle
“~dustries in Igbominaland in the pre-colonial ﬂ]Et'I.ES. Ma]u_rly, e d::;
complex and integrated production processes of iron w::rrk:.nﬁ in b;.IEd aﬂ
mining, smelting and smithing. In most villages, thE‘]II.I.I‘I‘EI'S ouhj 2
e smelters while the smelters could also be the snuths.; who fashione :
‘= iron into various tools and implements. Tht.a smelting process was
~rualized and practised in special built factories in order to give ita ;:;Lt
o occupational secrecy and monopoly. The iron was fu'rther STS <
s=d cut into smaller sizes in the smitheries - Pmcessed' into too ain
mnplements such as hoes, arrows, cutlasses, sickles, hairpins, rfeed ;:.
dagger, knives and various types of swor x i
Sonsmithing/ blacksmithing  was prominent in I:'he towns l;fu]a- y
seociated with the worship of Ogun i.e. Oba, Qwa-Onire, I*Haﬂ]u,;]:_l sm‘,
Srwode Ofaro, lla Qrangun, Aran Orin, Omu Aran, ete. Fatai reveals thus:

Owode Ofaro is in lle-Ire district of the present Ifelodun
Local Government Area of Kwara State. From the
cultural history of Ofaro and her environs [-:an'_w] the
name lle-Irin (the home of iron). The name lle-Irin was
used to describe both Ofaro and Owa f;:.)ru.te as the chief
producers of Iron, so the name of district -Ile-Ire means
He-Irin.1®

Vis-a-vis weapons of war the values of Iron and bla-_:l-:.smither};
were immeasurable as it made the most remmkabl-_e changes in status o
e Igbomina from the Stone age to Iron age. The iron tools like EPEﬁ,
seves traps of various kinds, hoe blades, bows and arrows, swn::' v
Dane-guns, etc did not only enable the hunters who collectively werton
semtng expeditions to attack some of the great matural barriers f?.;
—rd themselves against wild animals but als-f} _m:nhanced success d
Se—tng expeditions, agricultural production, division of labour an
= and inter-village trade transactions.

Similarly, there was a close link that existgu_i between I'E:;
werking, agriculture and political power. Most Igbomina -E:mgmmnl *
s some particular village wards were reno“med. for their bravery o
seariare, as they possessed poisoned arrows, which enabled themth
Sorminate over their hazardous environment and do more damage to ::?1
ik of their raiders and marauders. For instance, around 1787, Iwo an
&= Aba rallied together against the Nupe invaders at a place called
s (where we jointiy fought) and got themselves Hberated after the

Nupe invaders’ leader was victoriously brought down by a poisonous
bow and arrow shot by an Oke-Aba warrior.? This respanse to both the

economic and political needs of the people is in consonance with
Ogunremi’s submission thus:

Iron metallurgy (sic) not only brought economic
revolution, It also put political power into the hands of
those who knew and used the iron war weapons such
as iron-pointed spear, which helped empires to
subjugate their neighbours. 2

Specialists’ notable for the manufacture of hoes, cutlasses, and
other agricultural implements had cognomen or title names associated
with family or compound names reflecting and corresponding with
Ogtin in Igbominaland i.e. Ogundele, Ogunbayo, Abogunrin, etc. Ogiin
prefix or suffix still survives till present. For example, the one-time
Deputy Governor of Kwara State (Chief Joel Afolabi Ogundeji) among
others is one of the strong educated hunters of [Ié¢ Olii-Ode compound in
lwo who retains the Ogun prefix. Oral tradition has it that Oké-Opé
Alidghéide (the blacksmithing compound) named after such craft in Iwo
migrated from Oke-Daba. Others conspicuously engaged included: &
Oli-0de in Iwo, 11é éndé idi Ogtin in Isanlu, lle Baba Alagbede in Pamo-
Isin, ete, Thus, Clarke did not err by saying that “...Iron is said to be
found in these regions in abundance.,.”2

On the religious ground, anyone who used any tool of iron
identified with the god of iron secks the favour of Ogin who could use
such instrument to make the person or cause such object to work against
him. Therefore, people prayed, a o ni ri ija Ogiin or éédi (may we not
experience the wrath of Ogun or lose comsciousness) otherwise, an hunter
may use his own Dane gun to ignorantly or consciously shoot himself or
any household.Till date, people still pray not to travel when the roads
wail famished or when wrathful Ogun wants to suck and bathe with
blood (a & nf rin l6ja tébi tin pona tabi ojé ti Oguin 6ff &é we), On the whole,
it can be said that Iron and blacksmithery revolutionized the efficiency
of agriculture, warfare and trade,®

Carving and Sculpturing: Crafts of carving in bronze, stones (Le. mill
stone, breakers, decorating stones) and wood such as Dane guns,
calabashes for storing and transporting food stuff and liquids or as
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sating utensils, mortals and pestles, were also an aspect of technology in
‘shominaland. Products of these industries were used as ornamental,
scomomic and religious materials. Foods, drinks, ritual and sacrificial
Sems were usually carried with calabashes (ighd ebo, ahd, ado, akéregbe)
end pots (ikoko). Mortals and mills were used to pound medicine or
sowdering any object. The existence of these remarkable sculptures is
=1l evident and stored in local museums, art studious and private
Souses. For instance, as in the home stone images (Esie Museum), much
smaller caches of scapstone carving in the Esie style have been
discovered in Ile-Tre (Ofaro) and Isin (Oba/ljara).® Also, a map in a book
written by Toyin Falola and others shows some cultural areas with
terracotta stone and bronze figurines of which ljara-Isin is was widely
recognized. The sculptured figures reflect and express the belief,
feelings and hopes that the forefathers lived.

Aside being symbols of worship, names, mottoes and phrases were
inscribed and burnt into calabashes by artists and carved objects like
heads and figurines made important scenery in traditional Oba’s palaces,
chiefs’ houses, markel squares, (round-abouts), shrines of gods and
divinities in Igbominaland. Fatai also attests that:

Igbomina boasts of finest collections of arts and crafts
which act as their symbol of material and spiritual
heritage. Essentially, crafts are grouped into textiles,
pottery and ceramics, fibre crafts, bronze, brass and iron
works, wood works, calabash decoration, leather works,
ivory works, jewelry, etc. Incidentally, Igbomina have
pecple who are versed and versatile in these classes of
craft works. However, in the field of wood carving,
Igbomina are the leading wood carvers in Nigeria. For
instance, the Fakeye family of Inuri's compound, lla
Orangun, is noted for carving wood at highest level. In
fact, Prof. Olonade Fakeye of Obafemi Awolowo
University is a visiting lecturer to many overseas,
remains one of Nigerian produced world class Professors
of wood carving MNigeria has ever produced.
Interestingly, he never attended any conventional school.
Thus, the Ibiyemi family of Edidi is also renowned for
wood patterning. &
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Pottery Making: Poltery making existed in a small-scale capacity
in most Igbomina villages even though clay could be sourced at peculiar
sites of every Igbomina village. However, pottery making was
pronounced in Odo-Eku, Ada, Gboluoko, Isanlu-Isin, Odo-Ore, Oke Oyi,
etc and products were exchanged and traded alongside with Igbaja,
Idofian, among others where larger pots were made. Igbaja was widely
known for pot making and calabash carving (Ighdfinfin).2® However,
pottery was widespread because it was an everyday utensil and
indispensable to the household as well as for ritual and religious
functions. The uses and wvarieties produced ranged from amm (local
refrigerator) for storage of water and other materials, [sasiin (stew pots),
ajere (perforated pots for smoking meat/fish), fifila (oil lamps), Oru (pots
for concoction/ medicine), Koké ard (industrial dyeing pot), Kdld (litlle
penny banks),? etc.

Soap Making: Soap makingespecially black soap (Qse diidif) was
practically common in all Igbomina communities. It was made from
materials such as ashes, palm kernel oil, cocoa, pods and water. Black
soap was not only used for washing and bathing alone but recognized
for its medicinal values believed to cure ailments of skin diseases when
mixed with appropriate herbal ingredients. Prepared soap solution
could be used to wet the floor or the home as preventive medicine
against diseases and evil occurrences.®

Mat-weaving:Also provided mats, which served the Igbomina in
many useful ways such as seats for (Le. spiritualists and their clients),
beds, demarcations, carpets, chilling boards, fencing a compound just as
ropes and baskets were predominantly used in farms and homes for
various domestic and spiritual purposes. Weaving, dyeing, etc were
exclusively women's job with good quality designs also used for
spiritual purposes and occasions.

Traditional Medicing/™agic: The Igbomina believe[d] that
everyone was born whole or created perfect by the asédi (Creator) but
several factors could lead to failing health, frailty and eventual death.
First was to diagnose the cause which could be:
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a) Natural or Physical Causation ie. flood, earthquake, death, efori
(headache), iba (fever), akando (whitlow), etc, with curative and
preventive metive

b) Mystical Causation (i.e. iji jija-disease brought by the evil wind of
sarcery or spiritual agents, sonponé -small pox; dbiki -born to die,
etc), requiring sacrifices either for prevention and rehabilitation.®

¢} Supernatural/Preternatural Causation ie. serious and protracted
illness, unusual malady, sudden death, mysterious occurrence,
stupidity, etc via witchcraft and sorcery, etc.®

Giving this background, traditional medicine/magic was also an
aspect of indigenous technologies that has a fairly long history in
Igbominaland. It became the first prominent health care system
especially in the area of herbal medicine and health care delivery system.
Those under the category of first aiders or physical indigenous doctors
made use of ingredients such as selected leaves, Toots, certain birds and
animals, bones, liquids etc to make herbs (concoction) and medicinal oil
to rob the body for quick relief. Therefore, medicine was used against
diseases, ailments or illnesses of all categories. Little wonder, people
confidently say ‘Odgiin 16 ni gf6 ipanji, ort lini gfjé ghogho’ (medicine is an
antidote on days of ill- health; regular sound health is graciously
determined by one’s head).

The pronounced ones were those who could be called specialists or
spiritual consultants because medicine might not be applied directly or
physically like the above but through mystical powers. Such diseases
included: infertility, mental illness, misfortune, spiritual spells, etc. Even
till today, most cases rejected from the orthodox hospitals were treated
with efficacy by the use of local medicine. Johnson was right when he
said:

There are certain persons, doctors by profession
(general practitioners) to which people resort on an
emergency. They are called Adahunse... some of them
keep on in their premises a number of invalids suffering
from chronic or constitutional diseases... Many of these
patients being unable to pay the doctor's fees, style
themselves ‘Gba mi ora’ mi ie. help me and appropriate
me. Such persons on being cured became the property
(or perpetual house servant) of the doctor.
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Its general values and importance are thus summarized
in Mabogunje's observations:

It is a fact of common experience that there is no
community that has not developed its own traditional
system of care: Even if this comprised no more than the
use of the so-called ‘witch-doctors”, it is well known
that in the area of curative practice, they too depend on
a lot of herbs of wvarious organic materials... A
mobilized society would be forced to incorporate the
resources represented by these traditonal forms of
health service, to use them in a more systematic way to
reach out deliberately and upgrade the quality of
service of their practitioners and to assess the nature of
knowledge, technologies and competence entailed in
their form of practice.3

Patrcmage and continuity was never in doubt as rightly
corroborated by Oyeneye thus:

Tradiional medicine appears to require low training costs as
most of the practiioners are trained under the indigenous
apprenticeship system. There is also a general low operating
costs both to the practtioners who use local herbs and simple
equipment which are also made locally and the patients who
often settle their bills in cash or kind.?

Other Arts and Skills: It will be difficult to exhaust information on the
multifarious indigenous technologies of the Igbomina as the list is
endless. Such other arts and skills included dyeing, drumming skills,
leather works, carpentry, palm oil making, palm kernel oil (adin), shea-
butter lubricant (orf); locust beans processing; tanning, bear brewing,
manufacture of beads, hair dressing, scarification (decorative scars and
painted patterns), etc. All these were widespread industries throughout
Igbominaland. Craft production was carried out in several ways, in the
home, outside home by groups as well as individuals and by craft
specialists and non-specialists as well as full time and part time
craftsmen. The expansion of the crafts and growth of markets for their
products were enough evidence that indigenous industries greatly
thrived before the in road of Western products, which killed their
development and expansion. The crafts and arts were a prototype of
African indigenous technology and had responded to the need of the
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communities and showed the interaction of the Igbomina with their
enviromments.

Colonialism and Its Effects on the Indigenous Initiatives

Generally, it has become an established Ea-:t1 thzf’c no nation can
grow beyond its science and technology. '?'here is little controversy
regarding the contribution of African science and ‘ted'u:lclng}r t;
development. It is established that early experience in science an
technology started in Africa. Undoubtedly, Olatunji attests that:

Before the introduction of European slave trade, Africa
was developing at the same pace with other continents
because Africa was proud to have civilized empires and
kingdoms like Songhai, Mali, Ghana, Oyo, Benin, Kanem
Bornu, etc. Imperialism and colonialism replacec_i these
flourishing empires with economic, cultural, social and
technical stagnation. ™

Unfortunately, European and American historians :_:leprived
Africansof the knowledge of their early contribu*finns to science by
ignoring and misinterpreting the African iderjht}' of the ancient
Egyptians. One of the grossly misleading impressions was thf.‘lt African
s:aéiety was society condemned to stagnation, IILBIk].[.‘ig time without any
remarkable scientific and technological discoveries. The Eu:o:p--:an
historians concluded that African people had inferior faculty for science
and technology #

As rightly argued by Walter Rodney, ‘undﬂdevelj:pment is not
absence of development...every people have developed in one Wy o
another and to a greater or lesser extent’.# It is when country Al is
compared with country ‘B’ that one talks of underdevelopment a?v:l
development. Underdevelopment denotes not just a state of comparative
backwardness of a country (in comparison with the develmped and
advanced countries of the world), but also, more essentially, an
incapacity (which may be inherent or induced by external fadnrs}_ to
harness maximally its natural and human resources for the Pmdu-::t.mn
of wealth, and to utilise rationally such wealth to provide social services
essential to the wellbeing and happiness of its pnpulz_ttmn.“
[ amentably, underdevelopment is one of Africa’s tragic inheritances

£

from European colonialism, perhaps the most tragically visible of all. [t
combines with elitism, another colonial inheritance to inflict on Africa a

development crisis whose trauma and pains have deformed the face of
all African societies.

On the one hand, no matter how, European colonialism in
Alfrican societies was not itself without some achievements in the area of
development. So also African govermments since independence have
recorded some considerable progress, even some measure of
development, in the form of increase in the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and the introduction of many artefacts of modern living like
roads, electricity, pipe-borne water, hospitals, schools, communication,
cars, and many other symbols of modernity which were not available to
the average African before independence. On the other hand, however,
in spite of all this development, Africa still remains today perhaps the
most underdeveloped continent, characterised by the not rapid spread of

new techniques or technologies from the centres to the edges of their
dvilizations,

Obviously, Africa’s inability to develop and modernise as well as
the colonial legacy of her continued underdevelopment after
independence has its roots in an aggravating historical circumstance.
The exploitation of Africa by European economic imperialism was by
means of trade, which ante-dated colonialism by some four centuries.
Ever since the 15th century when Europe used its control of shipping on
the high seas, supported by its cannon power to open trade relations, the
primary motive had been the integration of Africa’s economies into
those of Europe as a dependent or satellite part thereof. The
subordination took different forms as follows:

i,  Africa was made to serve Europe as a source of cheap labour and
raw malerials, and as a market for European manufacturers.
Davidson aptly describes the situation that ‘the colonial systems
aimed at taking wealth out of Africa, by means of cheap labour, by
paying prices to export farmers that were lower than prices on the
world market, and by controlling all big business. They brought in
modern technology but no technical skill to Africans...They
introduced no industrial revolution’ 42
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The terms of trade were dictated and controlled in a manner that
favoured Europe at Africa’s expense. This unequal exchange was
forced upon African countries by the monopolistic power of the
imperialists. In order to meet up with the cash crop demands and
consequently, acquire foreign currencies needed to pay the
imposed taxes, many Igbomina communities concentrated on cash
crop production as against food crops for the purpose of industrial
use. While small-scale planting of Cocoa and other cash crops was
done in Isanlu, Oke-Onigbin, Alla, Edidi, [la-Orangun, etc, many
Igbomina people left for the Forest region in the present day Osun,
and Oyo states for extensive farm work. Many others also left for
Lagos and other cities for greener pasture and white collar jobs.

What goods African should export were dictated by the changing
needs of Europe from time to Hme-gold, ivory and slaves at first,
and later when the trade in slaves was abolished, minerals, ivory,
palm produce, groundnut, rubber, cotton, etc. For instance, the
Colonial Administration as part of effort to promote economic
developments of Isinland on 30th December, 1938, approved the
establishment of Isanlu Forest Reserve which covered an area of
312.60 acres. It was situated a mile south of Oke-Onigbin village in
the Omu-Isanlu District of [lorin Emirate. The main objective of the
Colonial Administration in establishing the Forest Reserve was to
conserve an area of Forest land in order to meet the demand for the
supply of timber and building poles in the District.®

One of the major challenges of colonial rule and consequent
economic policies was the problem of industrialisation. Like in
other West African region, a major criticism of the colonial
administration was its failure to encourage industrial growth since
the general policy throughout the period was to fulfil the imperial
mission of securing the colonial markets for the metropolitan
industries.¥® Onimode rightly posits thus: if industries were
encouraged, the cheap raw materials, labour and unprotected
markets for industrial manufactures which dominated the motives
for exploits would have been shared between the imperial and
home industries#* The British mercantilist policy in respect of
industrialisation did not only invest very little in the colonies but
also ensured that the bulk of the exports of the colonies went to the
metropolitan industries while their industrial goods dominated the
markeis of the colondes.

v. In all, Walter Rodney rightly observes that, African economies
“ceased to be directed exclusively or even primarily towards the
sabsfaction of the wants of its inhabitants’” rather, their economic
efforts were made to serve external interest thereby undermining
their capacity for development. 4

vi. Though concerted efforts had been made towards industrialisation
in Nigeria via the phases of the development plans and the 1972
Indigenization Decree; policies backing such moves have not been
included or emphasized in the nation’s development plans.

Suggestions

Lamentably, if Africa could not help herself to technologically
advance during the colonial period, should it not liboarate herself alfter
many decades of independence by breaking away from the dependence
syndrome where her economic, political and technological salvation lies?
In India, Gandhi said he was going to apply aspects of socalled Western
science but not its tools and he began what was referred to as
numeracity of ancient crafts and tools in India. With this determination,
it is quite evident that the Indians, have benefited in large measure from
this strategy and remain attached to their traditions. Going by India’s
level of development and self-reliance, African has to look inwards to
recognise the very positive part of her own indigenous knowledge
system and utilise these elements in her development.

i. The principle of self-reliance should be extended to the development
of local development of local technology like blacksmithing. No
Western power would transfer technology to Africa since that would
amount to catching up economically with them. Alfrica can learn
from the economic progress and technological take-off of Japan,
Korea, Taiwan and later India. Africa must remember that Rome was
not built in a day and so Africa should restore confidence in herself
and regard agitation for transfer of Western technology to her on a
platter of gold as a day-dream. 7

ii. There is the need for a close identity between technology and cultural
enviromment in which it exists. Since the indigenous Nigerian
societies is yet to develop the ability to successfully adapt foreign
technology so as to make it interactive, then some gaps do exist
which need to be filled by alternative policy of indigenous
technology.
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iii. The country should shift tofally from its present nion-backward
linkage import-substituting industrial strategy to the establishment
of heavy industrial type.

iv. Government should either implore or enforce the industrial sector to
re-invest continuously a proportion of their staggering profits in this
direction.

Conclusion

Tt is easy to think that it is only post-industrial man who has had a
significant impact on the world. This is not so as pre-industrial man also
affected his environment and caused important changes to his
environment. With particular references mostly drawn from among the
Igbomina-a sub-group of the Yoruba stock, evidences reveal that there is
~wuch to be found within indigenous knowledge system as it provides
the key to their quest to free themselves in several ways from the mental
slavery. The values of their crafts and skills became effective and
appropriate in dealing with their peculiar problems since it originated
from within their socio-cultural environment. Like their African
counterparts, the Igbomina retained their capacity for independent
Gevelopment with the basic necessities of life (food, housing, clothing,
security and health care) provided by their own efforts and natural
resources. Later, the incapacity was/is caused by two major factors,
smong others, namely, a mentality induced by colonialism of
consumption rather than production as well as colonialist/imperialist
exploitation. The present incapacity ever since, suggests that preparatory
measures are necessary and the search for indigenous alternatives
should be promoted.
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