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AKITI GLORY ALAMU. Ph.D
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIONS,
UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, P.M.B.1515, ILORIN,
NIGERIA

Introduction

It is notably important to assert that politics where election features is
inevitable in all facets of human existence. For “man is a political and social
animal”, as Aristotle had briskly enunciated. Thus, election becomes a medium for
choosing leaders or representatives into public offices. Religion and election in
Nigeria have become avenues for political mobilization and propaganda, such tha
today both religion and election in Nigeria have become moral issues that need
critical re-evaluation. It is in the light of this that this paper will cursorily give an |
overview of religion and election in Nigeria. The paper will X-ray-moral issues in

Nigerian elections with the intention to establish a blueprint for contemporary
Nigerian polity.

Religion: An Overview

In all ages, religion has come to grips with the existence of all human
endeavours. Religion at all times plays pivotal role in shaping the thought,
perception, approach, feeling and history of humankind. Thus, religion embraces
all aspects of life and it represents wholeness of all existence and as well as life
itself. Apparently, religion is the keystone or cornerstone of the people's fives and ,

cultures. Religion is far more than a believing way of life in the Nigerian context, ~

where a distinction or separation is not made between religion and other areas of
human existence. It serves the aim of building and maintaining human society. No
doubt, with its consciousness and sensitivity, there is no known society without
religion. Dopamu is apposite when he states that there is no known society without
- the existence of religion. In line with the above position of Dopamu, Abe argues |

that religion is the provenance and consummation of all things. According to him,
‘in the beginning, it was religion; and in the end it shall be religion.” In fact, religion
hasexplained the world and human understanding of it. Without equivocation,

[1]

E—

The production of this first edition of AJPR was not without difficulties that should or
could be expected in any pioneering adventure. Amonlg the many difficulties we
encountered were the slow take off of the project qf publishing the Journa!. When it
was finally taken off, the delay in submission of articles, the process pf reviewing or
vetting and returning them for ed}ting, the communication p_roblem,
notwithstanding the modern communication gargets, the financial constraints and
allthat has to do with first time production of a Journa_ll. But we are gratefuilto God
that it is better delayed that denied. However, \thIle we strive for c_[uahty anld
excellence, the Editorial Board accepts the Iimitat?on.s that may be pghced in this
first edition. The advantages and the joy of publishing the first edmo'n of AJPR
outweigh the possible limitations. It is our belief ‘the%t subsequent Issues will
improve upon what is given in this first edition. We invite you to read, enjoy and
savour the articles.
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Introduction

It is notably important to assert that politics where election features i
inevitable in all facets of human existence. For “man is a political and socia
animal”, as Aristotle had briskly enunciated. Thus, election becomes a medium for
choosing leaders or representatives into public offices. Religion and election in
Nigeria have become avenues for political mobilization and propaganda, such that
today both religion and election in Nigeria have become moral issuss that need
critical re-evaluation. It is in the light of this that this paper will cursorily give an
overview of religion and election in Nigeria. The paper will x-ray moral issues in

Nigerian elections with the intention to establish a blueprint for contemporary
Nigerian polity.

Religion: An Overview

In all ages, religion has come to grips with the sxistence of all human
endeavours. Religion at all times plays pivotal role in shaping the thought,
perception, approach, feeling and history of humankind. Thus, religion embraces
all aspects of life and it represents wholeness of all existence and as well as life
itself. Apparently, religion is the keystone or cornerstone of the people's lives and
cultures. Religion is far more than a believing way of life in the Nigerian context,
where a distinction or separation is not made between religion and other areas of
human existence. It serves the aim of building and maintaining human society. No
doubt, with its consciousness and sensitivity, there is no known society without
religion. Dopamu is apposite when he states that there is no known society without
the existence of religion.'In line with the above position of Dopamu, Abe argues
that religion is the provenance and consummation of all things. According to him,
‘in the beginning, it was religion; and in the end it shall be religion.” In fact, religion
has explained the world and human understanding of it. Without equivocation,

[1]

—

[ the explanation seems
igion has bean explained by gamut of scholars. However, p
{ﬁ“gg the satisfactory quest for a universally acceptable definition. Yet, a new

:t definition is not offered either.

Kenny aptly describes Religion “as any system which relates men to

| i which embodies a creed, a
imate values, whether God or something else and ich em |
g:ldmeaaend a cult” In another development, Kegley distinguishes three basic
\

features of religion as belief, feeling and action.* Itis imperative to note that what is

pivotal to religion is belief in God or gods, the nature and destiny of the meaning of

i i i to appreciate the fact that religion
tory and the end. On the basis of this, we come .

ZSezr?rot only command loyalty but also gives its adrlzerer_l_ts something they are

glad to live for and if need be, die for...* In the same vein, Ejiofor also attests to the

factthat:

Religion is the complex of beliefs and behaviour of men in the supematuFEaI[_spheri: 32:
realitizs and in the dynamic linkage of s.upernatural w:th_ the natural .. le |g|onﬂectm
major drive behind human behaviour. Rf:llglcmS has had animportant disciplinary e

the whole social order in any given civilization.

1

igion i in the lives of men. In
The above shows that religionis a vely'degp factorin t f me
point of fact, religion identifies itself with the ﬁrs? instinct for self-p_reservatfop. Mgzthn
take off from religion, men march along with religion and they arrive at relllg.lon Wi
aminute-to-minute phenomenon:" Ejiofor further buttresses that religion is:

i i i lish of human emotions, coveted
The pride of the mind, the strength of the w_lll,l the re ‘ ;
objeft of delicate sentimentality...In short, it is the comprehensive resume of man's
: ]
spiritual, rational and corporate existence.

The above definitions reveal certain essential elements as relating to

». Religion in Nigeria. Thus, the concept of God's relationship of man to ultimate

values, acreed, a code, a cult, belief, action, feeling, super sensible world, Ia\év and
social order, the relish of human emotions, anq the pndt_a of the min age
indispensable to religion in Nigeria. Perhaps, in allthings, Nigerians are religious.

itive as religionis, itis worth living for, a pride of place forpeople as
they subgesqs::nstlltywderive sgtisfaction fromitas well as sense of security. Iln ngena:j,
there is the practice of triadic religions of African Religion (Afrel), s:gm E:E
Christianity. The history of African Religion or Indigenous Religion is as oth as the
people themselves. It is a religion handed down by our forebears from the yore,

2]
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Religion forms the foundation and all-governing principle of life for them. As far as they
are concerned, the full responsibility of all the affairs of life belongs to the Deity; their own
partin the matter is to do as they are ordered through the priests and diviners whom they
believe to be interpreters of the will of the deity. Through all the circumstances of life,
through all its changing scenes, its joys and troubles, itis the Deity whois in control.”

:ggrgdlssz:?;gr:nsmtm‘?d.f’°’", one generation to another. It does not
transmittsd ora!}y;v; , it is written in memory of the very world we f:\? .
e b s dfi\fe fe occasion demands. This is not proselytizing reaiigioe
remains autochthonouor ?\hembersmp, yet it is tolerant, it accommodate:'
it “Commenting on the ;\-Iemzﬁfr:ﬁ, we are_bpm into it, live in it and dig

of African Religion, Dopamu has this to say: Without doubt, Religion has all-goveming principles of life and infuses
ne and sotial order. Thus, religion is a cord that binds people together in

This is clearly seen in African Religi
Rel [ :
e |g|0n (Af[ei)' Whlch enwmpamg a“ BSPECIS 0 to romta SOCial GOhBSlDﬂ md Gcmmunal WB“-being- AS the ml& Of 'BW iS

Africans do ive wi
e esmbar::tok:r;:ﬂhgy to hye mthoyt r'eligion. They celebrate life religiously an
ing without bringing in religion. Thus at birth marria;e ge {

warfare, healing, th ; :
b S‘g;indeogz::w::ahon ?If\ any project, planting, harvesting, enthronemen social and legal '
eas of human endeavour, Afrel plays importantroles. " gion is @ divine law or mechanism that regulates human conduct and as well

1 institutionalises social norms in human society. Religion has the knack of bringing

Islam and Christiani o

Nigeri hristianity oo the proselytizing religions, which had beeni . § people together where they can experience presently what it means to live the full

igeria. Thus, Islam was introduced into Nigeria in tf,le i een Impo_ﬁed'“ 4 man life. Itis also a major instrument of transforming any human society into a
century by the Timbuki ., mmunity that acts justly. To this end, Religion becomes the law of life, pathway to

traders who had contact
or encounter with the North :

;TS;L:Y _th;t '?'gm spread to the south-west. While C:rin;:;?jt-l; :’as 't” the 16 God-reaﬁzation,abso|utevaluetruﬂ1,l'wing power, justice, and morality.

ainthe 16" ¢ - : ' enetrated ink
to many factors. Beetnhtlajgsﬁi? :wzzeéx;zt?au?mpt to Christianize Nigaria failed d[z:ke Election: AnAccount

th ' b & g ’ .
the 19" century. They have had dispro O:PW Gamea 1o be planted permanently i Oxford Advanced Leamer's Dictionary defines election as “the action or an
secular and pluralistic state without an portionate size. Interestingly, Nigeria is ¢ instance of choosing by vote one or more of the candidates for a position,
religion. There is no gainsaying the fa \tftiamcplar.rghgmn being adopted as astat, especially a political office”. “ Also, Encarta Dictionaries describe election as “an
traditions and belisfs. But of the ent et atNigeriais a country of diverse cultures organised event at which somebody is chosen by vote for something especially 2
incist Sanalti i flie Gocia ltep re diverse elements, religion has proved to be Public office™ The above definitions of election have identified some Key concepts

ty. It is this fact about religion that has made it ar iike “choice,” 'vote' and “political or public office.” Al these key concepts truly

instrument of legali ifyi

development ng; aifg,u;nlftyr:ng factor as well as social mechanism for nationa represent the elements of election. Election therefore is the method of choosing

- I’Oles.an din , the tenets of religion provide individuals with shared representative(s) through vote to lead the electorate who understand that
| cumbents, altruism and responsibilities. Religion as a wa;, o sovereignty resides with them with tenure of office.

lifeis aim i indivi
ed at the transformation of individual life. This individual life is a means ofs;

microcosmi : et s . . ;
¢ structure in the overall macrocosmic structure of the society Historically, elections were used in ancient Athens and Rome, when,

democracy was introduced in the third century B.C.*Asaresultof civilization, there

Apart from this, “each of the patterns of life and practice . was the idea of direct representation. However, the origins of elections in the
presupposes | contemporary world lie in the gradual emergence of representative government in

structure of shared beliefs. W o

qu9§ﬁor}ed other aspects of relz;?gnﬂ:e:;i'?hh%l:f cenHza l fe!igious beliefs is| Europe and North America beginning in the 17" century. At that time, the holistic

religion is recognised as a channel for human ahda nged.”” Succinctly therefore,| notion of representation characteristic of medieval periods was transformed into 2

legal instrument. Idowu becomes apposite wh nfs‘:onal developmentaswellas more individualistic conception; one that made the individual the critical unitto be

keynote of the people's lives: en he states that religion is the ~counted.” Forinstance, the British parliament was no longer seen as representing
estates, corporations and vested interestbut was rather perceived as standing for

@
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actual human beings. This movement that

' S. abolish
borgughs electoral districts of small population oonilrsolfd
fanply— thgat pllmaxed in the reform Act of 1832 was a direc
individualistic conception of representation, ™ Once govern

consentwas necessary.

Advacat .
es of full democracy favoured the establishment of universa|’

suffrage. Across Western Europe and North America, adult male suffrage wag

properly ensured almost everywhere by 1920, though women suffrage was not '

established until sometime later.” M ile, it i
_ .~ Meanwhil
representative government and election witﬁi T s

competitive elections under universal suffrage are on

characteristic, universal suffra e is
’ not
electoral politics.” J a mandat

e of the democracy's defi ning
ory condition of competitive

During the 18" ce icipation i ]

ntury, participation in slecti '

: I0Ns was regulated fy |

local customs and arrangements. Both the American and Frténf e e

declared the equality of 1 p—

‘r:znr:laf'r;ed an mstrumen't of political power possessed by

el gc r?;netgt;gn l?f universal suffrage, the ideal of one person, one vote was not

s et all countries. In fact, systems of piural voting were maintained in
niries giving certain socialgroups an electoral advantaga |

h revolutions

very few.” Even with the

Functions of Election

. In society at large where sl '

‘_ _ governance is given priority and sub

gs:.?;?‘t;aehzml;:hons make a fundamental contribution ’;l:)ysuch gomzzrg
mocracy- a form of government in which political decisions are

(5]
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democracy; and although *

every citizen formally equal to evary ofher, the vote
er, te

ALAMU

—

the so-called 'rotten§ made directly by the whole body of qualified citizens- is impartial in most
by a single person o
t consequence of thig

. : ments [ ,
derive their powers from the consent of the electorate and opem‘::éet: igee‘;(et?w:? :'

contemporary societies, democratic government must be conducted through
representatives. Elections enable voters to select leaders and to hold them
accountable for their performance in office.” Thus, accountability can be
underestimated when elected leaders do not care whether they are re-elected or
not, or when, for historical or other reasons, one party or coalition is so dominant
that there is effectively no choice for voters among alternative candidates, parties

or policies.™

Nevertheless, the possibility of controlling leaders by requiring them to
submit to regular and periodic elections helps to solve the problem of succession in
leadership and this immensely confributes to the continuation of democracy.
Moreover, where the electoral process is competitive and forces candidates or
parties to expose their records and future intentions to popular scrutiny, elections
serve as a forum for the discussion of public issues and facilitate the expression of
public opinion.” They also serve to legitimate the acts of those who wield power, a
function that is performed to some extent even by elections that are non-
competitive. Elections also reinforce the stability and legitimacy of the political
community. Like national holidays commemorating common experiences,
elections link citizens to each other thereby confirming the viability of the polity. As
aresult, elections help to facilitate social and political integration. Finally, elections
serve a self-actualizing purpose by confirming worth and dignity of individual
citizens as human beings. Whatever other needs voters may have, participation in
an election serves to reinforce their self-esteem and self respect.” Voting gives
people an opportunity to have their say and through expressing partisanship to
satisfy their need to feel a sense of belonging.

Attributes of Election
Election as an organised event at which somebody is chosen by vote to

occupy a public office has many atfributes that are associated with it. Suffice it to
say that eligibility and franchise are some of them. Thus, for election to be
recognised by all and sundry a voter must be eighteen years and above and such a
person must have the franchise. Thus, franchise is the right to vote and be voted for
in an election. Therefore, not everybody is eligible to vote in an election especially
under-age and those convicted as criminals, prisoners or ex-
convicts.Furthermore, free and fair voting is one of the good attributes of election.
Elections conducted mustbe free and fair, to be representative and popular. To this
end, it must be devoid of intimidations and victimizations of political opponents.

[s]
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Not only that, up-to-date E lectoral register is also one of them. A recorq 01?

ency. This is a roasteri

Electionin Nigeria

In Nigeria, election ization i
A S came shortly before decolonization in 1960. Before

together by weaker bond of a com i
/we : mon policy and which contrary to the view |
for its immediate end the advancement of the integst anedw;: |

realizafi i
zation of the ideals of the people as a while, but of the particular group or groups |

whichitrepresents

In the final analysis, a
arena, avenue and channe| for
IS mostly channelled through
government. Political

political party serves as the sin |
i / Serve gular most preferred |

political participation everywhere in the wgrld. Tl:;s

| the part.|e§ to access power and be part of the

partyinanutshellis like the engine room of democracy,®

RS ERT————
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Nigeria became engrossed in politicking before independence. The
awareness of political participation was the womb that gave birth to independence.
Elections have been severally held since decolonization. However, the military
regimes had actually conducted majority of the elections in Nigeria. Election in
Nigeria became organized after independence. Different political parties emerged
in the course of elections. In 1960, the likes of Action Group (AG), Northern People
Congress (NPC) and National Congress for the Nigerians and Cameroons
(NCNC) While in the 70s the likes of Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN), National Party
of Nigeria (NPN) National Advance Party (NAP), Nigerian Peoples Party (NPP),
People's Redemptive Party (PRP) and some others. In the late 80s, and early 90,
parties such as Social Democratic Party (SDP) and National Republican
Convention (NRC) were floated by General Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida; and
later in the 90s, the Late General Sanni Abacha established five parties.
Consequently, upon his death Gen Abdul Salami  Abubakar  established
People Democratic Party (PDP), AllPeople's Party that metamorphosed toAll
Nationa! People Party (ANPP), Action Congress (AC), and other parties. Truly
speaking, all party organizations that were founded by the military regimes were
founded with the sole aim of establishing civilian governments.

With all these political parties, elections have been conducted one time or
the other, It was through the conduct of elections that second republic was ushered
in. The third republic was almost successful when Gen. Ibrahim Badamosi
Babangida annulled the June 12 election widely acclaimed to be free and fair. It
was also through elections keenly competitive that brought in 1999 Retired Gen
Olusegun Obasanjo till 2007. It was through the same election that brought in the
Late Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar Adua. However, election has been the channel
through which a popular government is entrenched having religiously applied the

attributes of elections.

Despite the attributes of election, Nigeria as a nation celebrating her
fiftieth year of independence has not been able to apply the attributes of election to
the fullest. Interestingly, in Nigeria, political parties are not established with any
ideology. In the Western Europe and North America, ideology is the basis for the
formation of political Parties. Such ideology overrides the interest of the individual,
hence the agenda of the party is strictly followed or adhered to by the individual.

There is no room for anti-party agenda or propaganda.”
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Apart from that, in the Nigerian election, there i i
that, . isth
:gle?: t:lrglctnc:;allte bt?lng allowed to exercise his /her fran:h?:: 'Oglsufi?rd c:afll‘lm'i'
e p:zc ce; are common phgnomena, manipulation df ﬁgure% mzcu'
il frggtygu and ghost votes in Nigeria. During elections in Nigen'a; o?s'l
ik tost; , to snatch boxes and to whisk away stubborn indi’vfdum
e iseltL ;;rg:zgrle |fn thg polling staﬁon to which the Nigerian p::i(

i el e al: ;Zoémg to some individuals by political hood lumg Meanwhile, religion positively serves adviso role to any consfituted
elections in Nigeria is not news Ef} ons. The announcement of results with : '9°"°mment senks e et Sontestanis i prav “Consiontze
wecontn ot el - Ehusani nofes passionately that the pursuitog Used for political mobilization. It aids contestants in prayer, conscientizes
power durng clectin an tﬁensus dgging a8 well as poliics of billerness o slectorate on the acts of olitical awareness and participation.” Thus, religious
unditvens unl,eaShI; with the engagement of mundarous Siugs s prie t sentiment is dis layed in Nigenan politics and the tradition of Nigerian polifics in
o e r<|e|gn el i cop ale fat regard is roadly overwhelming. A handful of contestants actually turn
camil geria ala, there i no fahtaling durng Seciore mMmon:  christians over night to seek and campaign for election. In Nigena, the cheapest
esserts hattth s the sood Of domonrali covermmert oG ézrdir:art“f?\%m' way to secure votes asa Christian is to go through Christian Organization and use
. g to him

olitics. In the second republic for_instance, Alhaji Shehu Sh ari was the
Eresident and his vice Chief Alex Ekwueme was an Eastern Christian. This
- phenomanon has become a continuum except in 1983 when M.X.O. Abiola, a

uthern Muslim and his vice Alhaji Babagana Kingibe, a Northem Muslim- the
same religion ran under the platform of Social Democratic Party (SDP).

De o the name of Jesus to attract votes claiming to be “born-again’. The same is
funr::cracy in its highest expression is the mutual acknowled . applicable io Muslims. As aresult, Party Contestantsturnfaﬂowshnpintoapohtzcai
i mental truths including the truth of the dignity, equality and %:emem of cerlah  campaign ground.” Eventhe present Electoral ReformAct has recognized religion
re:ézfxirn;:leggna. democracy will only germinate and nﬁle :e::rthm alling s a poliical tool in that it has created an enabling atmosphere for the recognition
recognions end acceptance ofthe tuth hat al te inhabans (pon the il of religious holidays. “Friday; Saturday and Sunday excluded in deference to the
o ge zz'nﬁ‘endwhi;::;ge&a gm::! enjo\t( equal dignity and cpportunit e:. ma‘: B?f\jg;aqzh;?ﬁay' . religious feeling of Muslims, Seventh-day Adventist and Christians respectively.”’
| | th o m i izt : ;that ; relg : x e P g s
s ern e gl mlzaltllo.n must enjoy equal protection of the law During election, religious discrimination Is often employed in Nigerian politics. Al

T e S Lt e i e e s
adva .

]

) However, this religious sentiment and cleavage is not healthy for the
Religion and Electionin Nigeria nation polity. This is reckless high stake game of power which is likely to end in
It is worthy of note that religion | disaster and misrule. Kukah therefore argues that emploYing religion in Nigerian
Interestingly, Nigerian politics re QN Is a very powerful tool in Nigerian politics. politics is not healthy. According to him “the emergence of two Muslims who were
Nigerian politics, there s th volves around religious divide. In the annals of themselves friends of President Babangida was |a_rgely 38se»e:n as an attempt to
9 o s e consciousness of religious consideration in the frustrate the process by dampening public enthusiasm’ He further enunciates
along religious it aders. EI_ept:on or electioneering campaign is progr 4 % that political mobilizers have become arro?‘ant in exploring and exploiting religion
interest. The political contestants are either Christians oﬁgMi’;‘I?r‘: to their own advantage which is a minustothe entire nation. To him
- S. |

Today, these religi

: gious cleava
check and balance in the choi gesf fve deepened so much that they serve as a | The election dealtablow to the arrogance of the Northern elite who have always reliedon
ice of a candidate and running mate i religion to mobilise their people. Across ihe Northern part of Nigeria there was the feeling
Histori ly,rel ' | Igeat it had the pdower to take back what|it r;;% g‘;we:jn b\t,rh exploisl'mg religious senlin;lenls,
orically, religiou { aring in mind the experiences peopie ad with the Sharia even in the North,
Muslim Presidential car? did Stc!eavagg has been.the order of the day. It is eithera | religion became & liability... Nigerians did not vote for Obasanjo because they are happy.
ik b a Chriah ate or Christian Presidential Candidate while his vice | On the contrary there is massive disaffection in view of the persistence of
ristian or a Muslim respectively. This trend h : Mie his vice | corruption, the collapse of the Infrastructure, etc. Nigerian voted against religious
- ascontinuedin Nigerian extremism and they sentout a signal that should serve as awarning to the religious war

lords who have taken advantage ofit.

2]
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Itis al ‘ : : . -
religious organsiga?i\gg:n(} that these.conte_stants who used religious h Oum;g health of the nation. With regard to violence and political thuggery, the electorate
e el NS during electioneering campaign sudde T ust putinto proper focus notonly the socio-political implication of the recent past,

gainstthe religious organizations and remain inaccessib?e'aw urn as darg' | +aiso the moral ciimax and the values and disvalues that have accorded the
' - past. Indeed, the electorate must desist from quick-fix and short-cut to success

AMoral Re-Appraisal  and must pursue sustainable programme capable of instiling worth and urgent
ng evaluated the use of religion in Nigerian election, it becomes Clea et

. Havi
atiti
itis not healthy for the future of the nation because it does not represent try
:

democracy and good representation. Similarly, Ujo asserte that. e oo Voters in elections must be eligible to vote instead of under-age which
y ] ca'

selects at least for cynicism and perhaps for brutality in its practitioners. This
romotes banal sense of the claims that they are crooks and breaks down the law

n giymg factual information on routing fotheir own advantage, take bribes, do shady things that are not actually legal for
ersonal gains. In view of the above, political or election morality would perhaps

sthe abusive use o Eome to be identified as a specific pattem of social consciousness built in
andsome rem , electorate which will bring out alway_s decent and virtuoug beha_viour wh_ich aid
vulnerable o unerations - morals that increasingly and essentially become values in their own night as

rable to influence by obligations. In poiitics, the justifying consideration will charactsristically be of the
consequentialist kind. Moreover, a vital aspect of consequentialist reasoning lies
in maximizing expectation, the product of the size of the pay off and its probability.“

It is gratifying to note that the electorate should cultivate moral character
oward achieving ends which which will deeply be entrenched _in their moral consciousness. Similafly, the
» Men are not equal or even near electorates’ belief should be in the interest of good government only functionally,
it swh Y that they should not share a set of understanding which to markedly differentiate

0 are elected should itici i -
d. To be mora | them from students who are not politicians. These are of course, only hint at certain
oral involves  gimension that political leaders should abide by the moral tenets of normal

making sacrifice and the democracy. Callahan has this to say in the affirmative:

Justice. Election must be fre i Irelection, equal
: e and - quality and
happiness as evenly as possible WJ:;;' for morality demands the distribution of An important issue connected with this is the extent to which a political leader's tasks,
must also be considereg ina ﬁr erthe person is being endeared or nothe perticularly in & democracy, is defined in terms of defending the interest of the state,
The requirement i man]r n;l decision. This is the principle of utilitarianism whether if the interest of some other rival, state will be advanced.®
" esitcompulso '
o tra'aF everybody with equity and affacti?:n an?j( rtg:,ve'Y m“tﬂstanf{ind electorate In activating the above, Political leaders and their followers must exhibit a
suspicions which make for disinteqr t ?Veiall sense ofinsecurityand  strong moral rebirth for “without civil morality communities perish; without personal
| egration and balkanization among the people, morality their survival has novalue."*

res of God, each with an infinite Therefore, Nigerian leaders and political electorate should imbibe the
& treated only as means but as peop| culture of morality such as respect for the rule of the game; respect for honesty and
sonable that individual cont People ' endeavours; respect for the rights of everyone; eradication of corruption; and
ontestantbe  promote of harmony and unity.” The importance of campaign in the electoral

gious afiliation. The religious virtues process was echoed thus by Ujo:

(1]
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.Nz polti‘t]ilca;.lkcampaigns or slogan shall be done with
Indirectly likely to injure religious ic, tri

intemperate... base lan g ethmc: e i
provoke violent reactions or emotion shall not be

campaigns. P i igi i
used?‘“ gns. Places designed for religious worship...edu

d sectional feelings. Abusiy'

employed or used in polif,
cational institutions shall not bt'

b |

Conclusion

evaluateghree “SEUdy has examir)ad _religion and election in Nigeria, (Havin
ol b sesqonN::-md election in Nigeria morally). It discovered that there arg
PSes in Nigerian elections. The moral lapses ranges from religious )

sentiments to lack of political ideology:

. ; lack ' i
elIectoral malpractices, political viofencgyand thugfg: St Bt Do
disgruntled elements; declarati

among others. Allthese are the b

Despi i it i i
pite these moral Issues, it is obvious that morality cannot be

¢s and morality cannot be detach '
nues to be removed from iy

to administer good |
ledged by O “prosperity of a society |
Isposition of its members.™' Of ooursep, ittzwst bes?)gt(:z E\
oea:]opted methods for inqulcaﬁng moral values would yield |
2 ese rnoraftenet§ are intemalized, the tempo of election |

aps and bounds and its effect will be felteverywhere |

[13]

depends on the moral d
here that none of these
Immediate results. On
in Nigeria will rise by

abusive language, direcﬂw

Endnotes

1. Ade P. Dopamu. “The History of the Relationship between Religion and
Science” CORES: Journal of the confluence of Religion and
Sciesntce. LS, University of llorin, llorin, VOL.1, No. 1,( 2005), 1.

2. G.O. Abe, “Yahwism Tradition Visa-a-vis African culture: The Nigerian
Milieu” The first Inaugural Lecture delivered at Adekunle Ajasin
University, Akungba-Akoko, on the 17" March 2004, 3.

3. |.A.B.Balogun, (ed), Religious Understanding and Co-operation in
Nigeria, Cited in JK. Ayantayo “Application of Dialogue to the
Contemporary Nigerian Multi-religious Society” Mimeograph,
University of Ibadan, 2002, 4.

4 Fordetails, ses also J K. Ayantayo, 4.

5 J.K. Ayantayo

6 L.U. Ejiofor “Religion and a Healthy Political System” Nigerian
Dialogue Vol. 1No. 1(July 1974), 63.

7 Ejiofor

8 Ejiofor

9 EB. ldowu, Qlodumare: God in Yoruba Belief (London: Longman
Ltd, 1996.), 1.

10 J.Omosade Awolalu and P. Ade. Dopamu, West African Traditional
Religion (Ibadan: Macmillan, 2005), 6.

11 AdeP.Dopamu, 3.

12 AdeP.Dopamu

13 E.B.ldowu, 4.

14 A.S. Homnby, Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 1995), 372.
15 Encarta Dictionaries, Microsoft, 2009.
16 Encyclopedia Britannica, Student and Home Edition, 2009.
17 Encyclopedia Britannica
18 Encyclopedia Britannica
19 Encyclopedia Britannica
20 Encyclopedia Britannica
21 Encyclopedia Britannica



UGJUVA.ND ELECTION IN NIGERIA: A MORAL RE-APPRAISAL
RE 0

ALAMU

RELIGION AND ELECTION IN NIGERIA: A MORAL RE-APPRAISAL

22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30

3
32
33
34

35
36
37
38

39
40

41

42
43
44
45

ALAMU i
Encyclopedia Britannica -

Encyclopedia Britannica

Encyclopedia Britannica

Encyclopedia Britannica

Encyclopedia Britannica

Segun Omolayo & Bayo Arowolaju, Elements of Government (Lagos:

Friends Foundation publishers Ltd, 1987), 123. L

Segun Omolayo & Bayo Arowolaju, 123.
Segun Omolayo & Bayo Arowolaju, 124.

Tony lyare, “An Overview of Political parties in Nigeria” Sylvester Odion- '

Akhaine (ed), Governance: Nigeria and the World, (Lagos: -

CENCOD, 2004), 80.

Tony lyare, 81.

TELL, September,23, 2000 45.

TELL,56.

G. Ehusani, Nigerian: Years Eaten By the Locust (Ibadan: Kraft
Books Ltd, 2002), 90.

A. G. Alamu, “Moral Assessment of Students Union Politics in Ambrose
Alli University, Ekpoma” M.A. Dissertation Submitted to the Department of
Religious Studies, University of Ibadan, 2003, 82.

A.G.Alamu, 81, .

Electoral Reform: Reconunendations of the Electoral Reform
Committee, 7.

Mathew Kukah, Human Rights in Nigeria. Hopes and Hindrances,
Mission, 14.

Mathew Kukah, 45.

A. A Ujo Understanding Election: A Guide SJor Students and
Election Managers, (Kaduna: AEP, 2000), 243.

Nanacy Murphy and G.FR. Eli, On the Moral Nature of the
Universe: Theology, Cosmology and Ethics (Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1996), 98.

L.U. Ejiofor, 67.

G. Ehusani 43.

A.G.Alamu,108.

J.C. Callahan, (ed), Ethical Issues in Professional Life (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1998),407.

[15]

CERIIT e

|
f
i

birth (Abuja: NOA 2000) 13. )
47 I\‘.:aex 'C)elsclg\arger Caring for creation: An Ecumenical Approach to

the Environmental Crisis (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994)
63. See alsoAloy Ejiogu, 15.

8 A.A.Ujo, 153. - _
39 D. Irele, Introduction to Political Philosophy

Press, 1997) 39. _ N .
50 Jar\iques El?uh, The Ethics of Freedom (Minneapolis: Eerdman's

blishing Company, 1976), 373. o
51 SuOmore%be, Ethics: A Systematic and Historical Study (Lagos

HERP, 1993), 127.

PRp—

o Ak
R Ik G T ARy SRR PR e SR S R e E

g ma g S I T LR

46 Bertrand Russell, Authority and the Individual, in Aloy, E.jiogt;,
Morality and National Development : A Casefqr Nationa

(Ibadan: University



