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Abstract

economic parameters. The result of the correlation analysis show that a weak
positive relationship exists between the level of adoption and the level of
educatior: of the Jarmers, size of their Jarms and the ypes of crops they planted.

socio-economic factors considered do not have any strong influence on the
adoption of innovation by the farmers participating in the Oke-Oyi irrigation
project.

Introduction

Modern agricultural projects are expected to serve as mechanisms for the
spread of agricultural innovations. This is in addition to their contribution to
agricultural production and the creation of employment and income for the
people. A modern agricultural project is itself a form of agricyltural innovation in
the area where it is established. This is because, it will involve the introduction of
modem irrigation system, use of modern machinery, application of modern inputs
like chemicals and new seed varieties and the introduction of other modem ideas.

For an irrigation project to be successful it must involve more than just the
application of water to the land. Amon (1981) for instance, maintained that the
most intensive cultural practices must be applied in order to achieve and maintain

techniques is very important to the success of modern irrigation projects. (Etuk
and Abalu, 1982), '
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Study Area

tion to the already existing literature, this

in-sight into the factors influencing the
Oke-Oyi irrigation project pertaining to

, The Oke-Oyi Irrigation scheme is located at Oke—ngi, about 20km (o the
North-East of Ilorin township (8°31'N, 4° 33'F), along the old Ilorin-Jebba road,

(Figure 1),

It has a Tropical wet and dry climate. The wet season begins towards the
end of March and ends in October while, the dry season lasts from November to

February (Oyegun,

83). The vegetation consists of wooded savanna. Trees like

19
Locust bean; Shea-butter and Akee-aple are common. The topography consists of
gently undulating plain occasionally broken by low hills. The drainage of the area

is dotninated by river Oshin a

The major occy
the area include cowpea, ma;
Oke-Oyi irrigation projects is
Niger River Basin Deve]
total of 161 hectares of |

Construction of 4 concrete weir across

participated in the project

The mode of
whereby, water is spr.

nd its tributaries,

pation of the people in the area is farming, Major crops in
ize, guinea corn, groundnut, cassava and yam, The
part of the Oshin-Oyun Valley Project of the Lower
opment Authority, When the scheme started in 198], 5
and was cleared, out of which 85 hectares was cropped,

the Oshin River wag completed in 1985,
water to irmrigate up 10 100 hectares of

metres long and 3.5 metres gh. It is capable of holding

of water (Lower Niger RBD.A. 1985). 400 farmers

during the 1995796 dry season,

urigating the farms is through network of sprinklers -

ayed on the cro

rainfall, Water is pumped from the dam
Dry season’ farming activities begin in November when ploughing of the land

ps from above in the fashion of natyral
via a network of overland pipes.
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Methodology

modern inputs like chemicals and the selected socio-economic Parameters such ag
levels of education, size of plots planted and the ages of farmers,
Results and Discussions , _

The modem agricultural inputs considered are fertilizers, pew seed
varieties and chemicals. Al] the respondents indicated that they have been using at
least one of these inputs. 67% of the respondents adopt all the three inputs, Op the
other hand 3% yse only one of the inputs’ while, the remaining 30% yge g
combination of twe of the inputs considered.

Size of Farms and the Adoption of Innovations

On the whole, only 12% of the sampled farmers cultivate above three
plots, 6% farm three plots each while, 389 cultivate two plots, The remaining
44% cultivate only one plot each. '

According to the survey 30 (68.2%) of the 44 farmers using only one plot
each apply all the three inputs on their farms. While, as high as 83% of the 12
farmers cultivating over three plots each; use alj the three inputs (Table 1).

Table 1: Use of Modern In uts and The Size Of Farms

When the spearman rank correlation was used to.test the réIation’ship
between the size of farm and the use of modern inputs, a very weak positive
relationship (r = 0.07) was indicated. (Table 2)
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and Some Socio-Economic Parameters
Socio-Economic Parameters Spearnran Rank Correlation
1 - Level of education li!h

Level of Education and Adoption of Innovation
The survey showed that 569, of the sampled farmers have no formal
education while 179 have primary education. Thoge with Secondary education

also, constjtute another 17% while, those with Post secondary education constitute
10%.

Secondar Education

Post Seconds

more than one type-of crop on their farms. For instance, 399, of the respondents
Planted both okra and vegetables together op their farms. 39 Planted both rice
and okra. While, 349 Planted only okra, 13% planted vegetable§‘ .only. The
remaining 119 planted only majze. -

In an attempt to fing out whether relationship exists between types of
Crops planted and the use of modern inputs, the SPearman rank correlation was
applied. The fi gure £ = 0.3 indicates 2 very weak positive correlation,
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Age of Respondents ang Adoption of Innovation
Out of the 100 farmers sampled in the survey, 17% are above 50 years ol,
45% fal beiween the age of 41 to 50 years, while 349 are between 31 (o 40 yea
old. The Temaining 4% are bejow 31 years old.
Table 4 show that, a very weak negatjve chationship €xists between th

4ge of respondents and the use of modern inputs (r = 0.04). which imply that a
farmers’ ages increases the rate of acceptance reduces.

Conclusign

respondents (67%) use al the three inputs considered. Ope can thus, safely
conclude that, majority of the farmers are Teceptive 1o modery agricultera]
Innovation,

coordinated extension services in Projects of this nature. This wil] 80 a long way
in improving the quality and efficiency of the utilization of Jang and water
resources in the country. '
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