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ABSTRACT
A positive attitude to life or profession has been identified as a means of rapid
development. It is a force that compels an individual to go extra mile in any discipline or
career of his choice. The purpose of this study is to examine the attitude of undergraduate
students in taking a carcer in Agriculture. A stratified random sampling technique vwas

used to select one hundred and ten respondents across all levels, which made up of 11.8%
of the total population of undergraduate students in the Faculty of Agriculture of University
of llorin at that time. Data were obtained using structured questionnaire. Attitude was
measured with a S-point Likert type scale, while the data was analysed using descriptive
statistics and Pearson moment correlation cocfficient statistics. The Sfindings showed that
more than half of the respondents (63 %) were male. majority (76.4%) were in their
twentics. A significant percentage (83.6%) offered agricultural science in their secondary
schools, but onlysfew (15.5%) preferred to study agriculture in the university, however, later
majority (69.1%3) preferred agriculture as a discipline, while 71.8% had no intention of
changing to other faculties, because they have developed interest in their course of study.
The prevalence factors that influence respondents in studying agriculture were: witle job
opportunity in the carrier, room for carrier development, intellectual ability. Pearson
correlation cocfficient showed a significant relationship between attitude and age(r— 0.23,
p <0.05); gender (r= 0.21, p <0.05); level of respondents (r= 0.31, p <0.05) and
<nowledge of existing Agricultural organization (r= 0.23, p <0.05). Most students did not
vant to study agriculture initially but later find it interesting. It is therefore recommended
hat enlightenment programme should be embarked upon to expose undergraduates to the
prospect and dynamism of agriculture.

r\’c_\' words: Attitude, Undergraduate Students, Career, Agriculture, Faculty of Agriculture

INTRODUCTION

rnc development of agriculture necessitates a continuous impact from one generation to
he other. Consequently, the accomplishment and conduct of present-day agricultural
tudents will determine the sustainability of  agriculture in the future. Attitude, norms,
abit, custom and value are the causes of human behavior performance, attitude thus
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becomes important because it provides direction and purpose to behavior an~d pcrf(.)r‘n;umjg;
(Aderemi and David, 2001).  Decline enrolment is a major concern for agricu lll]h-l-
education programs all over the country. Mallory and Sommer (l‘)86). revealed that this
decline in enrolment can be related to negative perceptions about agriculture among high
school students. This is because majority of high school students or secondary school
students are ignorant of the range of carcer opportunities in agriculture and cq.ualc-d
agnculture with farming alone. Scanlon and Hover (1991) also supported the decline in
enrolment in agriculture education program. ‘ _
Absolutely few other disciplines have experienced the dilemma that agricultural science at
the university level has faced over the year. In spite of the huge sum of moncy span by the
government, privale organizations, institutions and individuals dcvclopmg agpcullurc
through the various agricultural programs embarked upon and the cslabhs!.)cd of schools
and faculties of agriculture, most undergraduate of agriculture are still not lolally‘
committed to taking a career in agriculture. Some students found themselves in the field of
agriculture as a last resort in the quest to acquire university cducation. Others study
aZ:ricullurc in a bid to satisfy the demand of their parents or relatives against their personal
wishes. This may be as a result of perception they hold about the profession. According to
Malumfashi (1999). youth perceive farming as less dignifying. Haney, (2008) also
established that youth showed negative attitude to farming activities , Haney identified
exogenous factors such as government regulation e.g. farm job related hazard as one of the
causes of negative attitude of taking carrier in agriculture. However, the study by Reza
(2005) on attitude and perceptions of agricultural undergraduate students of Bu Ali Sina
University toward agriculture identified factors such as interest for enrolment for
continuing study on graduate courses, importance of agriculture , more probability
achievement in agriculture and Interest toward Agriculture.

Osbomme and Dyer (2000) in a study on Illinois agricultural undergraduate students
indicated that parents of the students and their teachers in high school agriculture play the
significant role for students’ enrolment in colleges of agriculture. Dyer e al (1999) on their
study stated that students who had completed high school agriculture courses. had more
positive attitudes toward university agriculture and agriculture as a career,

There is no doubt that agricultural development will be altected by auitude of the

future
agriculturist. Therefore, it is important to know those factors that may be responsible for
this attitude and to be able 1o integrate it into policy in order to secure the future of this
country.

In this regard, this study attempts to answer the following research questions

e What s the background of the respondents in the agricultural science subject?

e What are the factors that influence the attitude of people in taking career in
agriculture?

.

Are the students aware of existing agricultural or

ganizations that can offer jobs?
» o What are the attitudes of students alre

ady on the program?
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Objectives of the study

The general objective of this study
to taking career in agriculture in the University of llorin,

. Examine the background of the respondents in the
- Identify the factors that influence the a
- Examine different agricultural jobs de

- Examine attitude of respondents in th
Hypotheses of the study

15 10 examine the attitude of undergraduate students

The specific objectives are to-
agricultural science subject

ttitude of people in taking career in agriculture
sired by students after living the school

¢ program at present.

L) N —
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* Hol: there is no significant relationship between some selected demographic
characteristics and attitude of respondents toward agriculture as a career.
e Ho2:

there is a significant relationship betw

cen existng agricultural organization
and students’ attitude towards career in agricu

lture.

METHODOLOGY

A survey research design i y arca is the faculty of Agriculture,
University of Ilorin. The target population comprises of all undergraduate students in the

faculty of Agriculture, university of Ilorin. Out of total number of 932 students, 11.8%
were selected based on gender using stratified random sampling method leading to total

sample size of 110 respondents. The data were collected using structured questionnaire as
the research tool.

Independent variables in the study are age, gender, background on agriculture and parents’

variable in this research study was the attitudé toward
taking a career in agriculture which is measured using the likert five-point scale. This is

done by scoring the respondents based on their responses in terms of negative or positive
statement as it indicate degree of favorableness or unfavorableness toward agriculture as a
career , the positive statement of ( strongly agreed= 5, agreed=4,undecided =3,
- disagreed=2, strongly disagreed=1 while negative statement of ( strongly agrccd=‘ 1,
agreed=2,undecided =3, disagreed=4, strongly disagreed=5 (Likert, 1932), a method which
is now dominant in measuring people’s attitudes, views and experiences (Taylor and
Heath, 1996).
Content and face validities of the instrument were established by a pancl of experts
consisting of both faculty members and education specialists Yth) had c.xgcnisc about
agricultural extension and higher education studies. Dcscnptlve'stallsncs such as
frequency count, percentage and mean were used to analyze the data while Pearson Product
moment correlation statistics was used to test the hypotheses.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Selected Personal Characteristics of the Respondents ‘ N e
Selected personal characteristics were collected from undergraduate student of jl;rtrbu.u lL‘HL:
as shown in Table 1. The result indicated that majority (57.5%) were males. This in line
with the results of Afonja and Olusi (1995) who found out that male gr;'zdu:nlc in li\g l:xcull):
of Agriculture is high compared to their female folks. Large proportions (76.4 /.u) 0f l.hL "
respondents were between 20-25 years. This may be as rpsu!t of.Nu‘non:')l Unn'gsn‘(.nc‘s-
Commission regulation that the minimum age of entrance to university is 18 ycars. l!u§ IS
line with result of Reza (2005) who reported the age of undergraduate students offering
agriculture in Bu Ali Sina University between 2001 and 2005 to be above 20 ycars. It can
also be deduced that above half of respondents’ parents are civil servants. This shn.wcd' that
the parents of the responduits had formal cducation. Also, ijcc(ivc one, w_hxch is 1o
examine the background of the respondents in the agricultural science subjects, was
achieved. The finding showed that majority (83.6%) had offered agriculture before entry to
the university. Despite the fact that Agricultural scicnce was not new (0 them, majority slull
do not want to study Agriculture at higher level. This may be as a result of negative fecling
about the course. This is in agreement with Rosenberg (1998) who submitted that the
shortage of graduates in agriculture may be as a result of student negative belief regarding
career in agriculture.
Tablel: Personal Characteristics of the Respondents

VARIABLE FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE -
Gender
Male 63 57.3
* Female 47 42.7 ”
Total 110 100.0
Age Range
Below20  ° 10 9.1
20-22 44 40.0
23-25 = 40 36.4
Above 25 16 14.35
Total 110 100.0
Parents’ Occupation
Civil servants 78 70.9
Medical Practioners 7 6.4
Farming 5 11.8
Trading 4 4.5
Qs 6 12.7
Total 110 5.5
100

Background in Agriculture
(Offered Agriculture)

Yes . 92 <
t 7
Total 110 10'0‘0

Source: Field Survey, 2010 —_—
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Objective 2 adentify  the factors that m!luc::rs- the ;’ﬂlltll(fc'(.)f people m lf,kl!lgﬂmf,z:: .I‘;I
aenculture. Results in Table 2 show that wide job opportumbics had ?"'_u.‘:k.’fl.m "l'u‘ = .“;
the respondents decision 1o study agniculture with mean E.Cun." 3.47. lhl..\ 1? :n ;ru. :p,c
with the report of Christina et af (1992) who r:mkgd a stable and sccure }fltf{g 4 .h ;
greatest influence over students’ decision ol choosing .1_;’nculmrc. as a p(('lL‘):-l'(l.n 'I;.
followed by room for career development with mean score 3.19 and intellectual .:i:nhl? with
mean score 3.09. This is followed by expected reward (pay) from the career (3.08). my
parents or guardians (2.95), interest in agniculwre (2.94), my study ol :1;','ncu|lurc :1'..::
subject (2.94), and prestige in agriculture (2.89). These are followed by other factors &
showed 1n table 2 and lastly by gender (1.56)

Table 2: Factors that Influence Respondents Choice to Study Agriculture

S/N  Factors Mcean Ranking
. Widejob opportunitics in the carcer 3.487 1
2: Room for carcer development 5.19 2
3= Intellectual abihty 5.09 3
4. , Expected reward (pay) fiom the carcer 3.08 4
5% My parents or guardians 295 S
6. Interest in agriculture 2.94 G
7 My study of agnculture as a subject 2.94 0
= 8 Prestige inagriculture 2.89 8
¢ 9, Exposure to agniculture 2.62 9
10. Occupational counseling and imformation 2.56 10
11. Inability to study intended course 2.44 11
12. Societal perception about agriculture 242 12
13 Socio-economic status 2.39 13
14 Government policies on agriculture 2.24 14
15, The media 2.15 15
16. Secondary school teachers and counselors 1.93 16
b My friends or peers 1.86 17
18. My farming or job background 1.82 18
19. Age i
120 Gender o 12
: . . 1.56 20

"_S‘m;rcc: Ficld sur\'cymﬁ = =




G.B. Adesiji et al.

1. } verennd By <cteedent ¢ TG ]-‘\”‘ ' [h :.,l_'h_h_'l
Obicctive 3: Examine different agncultural jobs desired by student alter It

Table 3: Ranking of Jobs by Respondents in order of Preferences

SIN As_,lu.ultur.ll jobs N'lc':m l'(:mkmt,
1 Working in ministry of agriculture (state of federal) 8.6 J

. b

) Working with internations | organtzation: involved  8.49 2

with issued like deforestation, poverty. plobal
insecurity, water conservation and sust: wanability

‘.

Working in agricultural development arpanization  8.33 }
like ADPNALDA and FACU ,
Teaching agriculture in colleges or universities $.19 4

5 Set up a consultancy service in any arca of your 8.11 5
ChOiCL in agriculture

6 orkmg in private farms 7.2 4',

7 ¢ a development worker focusing on the poor un d 7.52 /
\'ulncmbk

N Buying, selling and marketing  of  agncultural 7014 5
pmduu.

9 Working in oil companics involving 1n processing 678 9
agricultural  produce  Tike Aourmill, paper  and
canning and Plastic industrics

10 Working in oil companics involved with 6.86 5 10
I'mimmmmal issucs, pollution and oil spillage

11 Working in food industries whose goods range from  6.84 11
dairy pmducls beverages and beet,

12 Working in rescarch Centre's or institutions involved - 6.59 12
in agricultural rescarch.

13 Vorking in banks and insurance companies 6.33 13 F

14 Going into full time farming on my own 6.15 !

15 Taking improved technology to farmers and helping  5.89 15
the rural communitics.

7q"“rCl“ Field survey, 2()]() o S S

It was obvious from table 3, that the majority with mean of (8.65) of the respondents ha
the highest preference for working in ministry of agriculture, followed by (8.49) whost
preference is in - working in an international organization with involvement in issued ik

deforestation, poverty, global insecurity water conservation and sustainability . Also, from
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the table of preference, it was general observed that the majority of the underpraduates Gl
not show preference for full time farming and  neither do they want 1o associate wiih
anything that will make them to visit poor farmers in their vanious village. This finding 3s
line with that of Larke and Talbert (1993) who reported that students tend to have negative
atitude toward the traditional components of agriculture. This attude may be one of

reasons why taking carcer in agriculture 1s poor or negative.

.
-

Objective 4: Examine attitudinal change of respondent in the program at present

Table 4: Preferential course of respondents as at present.

Course - Trequency : Percentage
—.-_\gricuhur;; 76 09.1
Engincering 3 2.7

Heath science 4 3.6
Scicn\‘cl 22 20.0

Other 5 4.6

Total 110 1000

_S—o_l;rcérzr Ficld su rvey, 2010
The finding in Table 4 showed that in spite the fact that majonty of the respondents did not
prefer agriculture before admission, more than hall’ (69.1%) of the respondents now find
themselves in agriculture, This indicated that majonty of the respondent have developed
interest in the carcer. This s line with the model of Alexander (1997) which indicates that
as students complete a number of courses, their level of interest will progress to the expen

stage.

Table 5: Pearson Corrclation Test of Relationship between Selected Personal

| Characteristics and Attitude of the Respondents toward Agriculture as a Carcer

_Characteristics R ~ Significant

| Age 0.44 0.05

| Gender 0.21 0.05

- Level of respondents 031 0.05
Knowledge of

_existing organization  0.23 . 0bos

¢ Pearson correlation coefficient showed a significant relationship between attitude and age
' (r=0.44, p <0.05); gender (r= 0.21, p <0.05) ; level of respondents (r= 031, p <0.05) ,
‘therefore Hypothesis 1 which stated that  there is no significant relationship between some

7
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selected demogpraphic characteristics and attitude of respondents oward agniculture
career was rejected. This was because relationships which . were
siemficant; .:'\lsu hypothesis 2, which stated that there 1s @ significant relutionship ':x'l\\cvr‘n

: agnicultural orpanization and their attitude towards a carcer in agriculture was
rejected at (r 0.23, p <0.03); this can be explained by the fact that age affects individual
attitude toward taking carcer in agnculture, ' :
respondent.

dsS a

exist between them
eXasting

so hkewise gender and academic level of the

CONCLUSION

at influence the attitude of undergraduate in taking carrier
1L 1s important to lay empha

Having, identificd the factors th
G i . s 5

m agriculture, s15 on positive attitude of our undergraduates,
because they are our bope and ool for enhancing food security in the nearest future, since
today undergraduate are the future

agrnculturists, However, the finding of study indicated
that despite the fact that the majority ot the respondents did not want to study agnculture
inttially, but during their period of study and exposure to the course., they have developed
interest in agricelture. And they have res

thzed that the scope ol agriculture gocs beyond
farming or rearing of animals alone. Also, it was observed that the majority of respondents
chose agriculture because of job opportunity in the carcer rather than to be self-cmployed.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is therefore recommended that enlightenment programmes be embarked upon to expose
undergraduate to the prospect and dynamic of agnculture. Government should help 1o
formulate a policy that will make agriculture compulsory at lower level

school, just like English language and mathe

-

1 of secondary
matics. This will stimulate the interest of
students in taking it as a carcer and consequently, food insecurity will be o forgone issue in
our nation and in the world in general.

Furthermore, agricultural mechanization should be cncouraged, because this will help to
stimulate interest of our undergraduate in the study and instead of them looking tor white
collar jobs after graduation, farm mechanization can be practised like in the developed
country of the world. Back to land program can be developed with basic infrastructural
facilities which can be made available to young graduates. Incentives should be given 10
young graduates. All these will attract secondary school or higher school leavers to take
career in agriculture. ’

Finally, university curriculum should be designed to make agriculture interesting with}

o -
practical- oriented courses. Also, scholarship should be given to undergraduate students of
agriculture to motivate them.
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