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Abstract
The Covid19 pandemic swept across the world which affected over 200 countries and since the outbreak of the virus it has generated a lot of concerns across diverse fields of study such as Medicine, virology, psychology and Religion. The whole world is taken hostage by this life threatening pandemic which has resulted into loss of lives and destruction of viable investment. Citizens of different countries and their leaders are all living in fear and isolation so as to avoid ways of contracting this virus which calls for scholarly attention. Covid19 affects people of all lands and countries and since its inception Christians in Oyo State have been holding different views and opinions as regards the causes and solutions to the Covid19 pandemic, these responses however necessitated the need for this research. It is worthy of mention, that the Covid19 is a virus affecting all parts of Nigeria, however for the sake of critical analysis, we are limiting the research in scope to Oyo State.  The research however employs qualitative and quantitative method of research such as opinion polls, interviews, research papers, articles relevant to the subject matter which establishes the synergy between Religion and the Covid19 pandemic and the Christian response to the global pandemic. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Corona Virus is a pandemic affecting people of different lands and territories. It has been argued by health professionals that the corona virus disease popularly referred to as the Covid19 is a highly pathogenic and transmittable viral infection which is caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome. The corona virus which scholars opined emerged in Wuhan, China and spread globally. According to health research known as the “Genomic Analysis” revealed that the Covid19 is phylogenetically related to severe acute respiratory syndrome like bat viruses, (SARS) and therefore could be a possible carrier and transmitter of the virus.1 As of today, the source of transfer and the origin of the virus are not known yet, however, its transfer from human to human has been confirmed globally.  In the same vein, there is no clinically approved antiviral vaccine or drug that can be used in fighting and tackling the Corona virus, however, few broad-spectrum antiviral drugs have been evaluated against corona virus in clinical trials, resulted in clinical recovery.2 
It is not gainsaying that since the virus had been discovered over 2,850,000 people have been infected, including over 200,000 who have died while Emmanuel noted that as of 26thJune more than 9.61 million cases of COVID-19 have been reported in more than 188 countries and territories, resulting in more than 483,000 deaths however, more than 4.76 million people have recovered following isolated treatments and adherence to safety measures such as hand washing or sanitizing, sneezing into elbows, covering one's mouth when coughing, maintaining distance from other people, wearing a face mask/shield in public settings, healthy diets and regular personal hygiene while monitoring and self-isolation has been proscribed for people who suspect they are infected.3 
The problematic and worrisome nature of the corona virus is its apparent ability to spread readily and its propensity to cause severe disease in older adults and patients with existing health conditions.  The advent of the Covid19 plus the fact that the virus lacks a specific treatment the president and governments of different countries as well as many groups are working urgently to find an alternative solution to stem the tide of the corona virus. One of the measures been employed is the “General lockdown” which suggests that all the citizens in the countries affected by this virus should stay at home and keep safe alongside media publicity on how they can keep safe  by not contracting the deadly virus. 
The general lockdown which was also employed by the National and state government of Nigeria ensured that there were no opportunities for public gathering in churches, mosques, parties, no inter –state travelling to mention a few and since the beginning of this development, some religious adherents in the country have been arguing that the general lockdown in the country which forbid gathering at religious centres is not the solution to the problem but prayers and supplications that sins which brought about the virus should be forgiven by God. Some Christians across diverse religious denominations in Oyo State and in Nigeria holds and believe that the advent of the Corona virus as a result of sin, the second coming of Christ (Parousia), and some argue that it is as a result of satanic attacks against humanity. 
Christians in Oyo state share divergent views as regards the factor that brought about the covid19 and the possible solutions towards the extermination of the virus, that is, some groups share same view while other groups hold onto another set of belief. There as similar and divergent opinions.

THE EMERGENCE OF CORONA VIRUS IN NIGERIA
Research shows that the first case of the Corona virus in Nigeria was discovered on the 27th of February which involved an Italian citizen that works in Lagos Nigeria through this Italian nationale, the virus spread to other states across the country with new cases discovered daily according to the (NCDC).  In combating this virus since its discovery, the Federal Government, State Government including non-governmental organizations had embarked on various initiatives to curb and exterminate the virus and to keep the Nigerian citizens safe.4 The Federal Ministry of Health, National Centre for Disease Control has been employing various measures to combat the virus. Within a month that when that of the Italian citizen was discovered, the number of active cases recorded within the country had risen significantly, resulting in stringent measures taken by the federal government to curb the spread of the virus and to protect the lives of the citizens. 
On the 30th of March, 2020, the Federal Government of Nigeria declared a general lockdown in Ogun, Lagos and the Federal capital territory due to the alarming number of cases recorded in these areas and a Ban on interstate travelling in Nigeria. It is worthy of mention that the President of Nigeria, Muhammadu Buhari gave an open address to the Nation on the 13th of April to explain and Expantiate the reasons why the Federal Government decided to lockdown.  
President Muhammadu Buhari gave his address and it goes thus (Summary);
“Fellow Nigerians, In my address on Sunday, 29th March, 2020, I asked the residents of Lagos and Ogun States as well as the Federal Capital Territory to stay at home for an initial period of fourteen days starting from the Monday, 30th March 2020.Many State Governments also introduced similar restrictions. As your democratically elected leaders, we made this very difficult decision knowing full well it will severely disrupt your livelihoods and bring undue hardship to you, your loved ones and your communities. However, such sacrifices are needed to limit the spread of COVID-19 in our country. They were necessary to save lives. Many State Governments have also made provisions for isolation wards and treatment centres. We will also build similar centers near our airports and land borders. Using our resources and those provided through donations, we will adequately equip and man these centres in the coming weeks. However, I remain concerned about the increase in number of confirmed cases and deaths being reported across the world and in Nigeria specifically. On 30th March 2020, when we started our lockdown in conforming with medical and scientific advice, the total number of confirmed cases across the world was over 780,000. Here in Nigeria, we had 131 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 12 States on 30th March 2020. We had two fatalities then. This morning, Nigeria had 323 confirmed cases in twenty States. The National Centre for Disease Control has informed me that, a large proportion of new infections are now occurring in our communities, through person-to-person contacts. So we must pay attention to the danger of close contact between people to person. At this point, I will remind all Nigerians to continue to take responsibility for the recommended measures to prevent transmission, including maintaining physical distancing, good personal hygiene and staying at home.  With this in mind and having carefully considered the briefings and Report from the Presidential Task Force and the various options offered, it has become necessary to extend the current restriction of movement in Lagos and Ogun States as well as the FCT for another fourteen days effective from 11:59 pm on Monday, 13th of April, 2020. I am therefore once again asking you all to work with Government in this fight. This is not a joke. It is a matter of life and death. Mosques in Makkah and Madina have been closed. The Pope celebrated Mass on an empty St. Peter’s Square. The famous Notre Dame cathedral in Paris held Easter Mass with less than 10 people. India, Italy and France are in complete lockdown. Other countries are in the process of following suit. Fellow Nigerians, I have no doubt that by working together and carefully following the rules, we shall get over this pandemic and emerge stronger in the end. I thank you all for listening and may God bless the Federal Republic of Nigeria.5
It is evident in the speech of the President all the efforts put in place by the government and the health workers towards the fight against this pandemic called corona virus. Following the lockdown measures by the government religious and social gatherings were placed on hold and this generated a response from religious adherents basically Christians in Oyo State Nigeria
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC IN OYO STATE NIGERIA.
Since the advent of the Covid19 pandemic in the world, Christian scholars have been trying to give a Christian perspective to the outbreak of the covid19 pandemic in the world. Examining these views, we can state categorically that we have two basic schools of thought as regards the Christian explanation to the advent of the corona virus. The first school of thought believe that the corona virus as a result of ‘Sin’ in the world while the second school of thought holds that the corona virus is part of the signs of the ‘End time’ as recorded by John in the book of revelation. For instance, Reverend Samson Ayokunle the President of the Christian association of Nigeria (CAN) preached that the covid19 is as a result of the  imminent second coming of Jesus Christ, human arrogance against God, the constituted authorities and sin such as wickedness of all sorts, ungratefulness or ingratitude. In his words, “As in the case of the children of Israel, the arrogance of man against God and lawful constituted authority led to God’s anger and judgment over the people. In Nigeria, violence has become a daily occurrence, beginning from the wickedness of armed robbers to religious terrorists, such as Al-Qaeda, Al-Shabab, Boko-Haram, ISIS, among others” He however submits that faith in God and prayers as a solution to the covid19 pandemic.6 
Similarly, Wiles an evangelical pastor views that, the corona virus is God’s “Death angel” that seeks justice for sinful and transgressing children. That is, the corona virus is as a result of sin in the world. He opines that, the virus started in China because of the act of ungodliness on the part of the communist government that persecutes Christians and forced abortions. He explained that the death angel corona virus also has eyes in punishing sinners in the United States of America. In the same vein, Skipper asserts that God created a world in which love could exist. We read about this in Genesis chapter one that God created the world and created mankind in his own image that is, we were created for relationships with God. However to him, Sin is missing the mark of perfect love and that we all miss that mark.  Adam and Eve were the first people to be created and they missed that mark. Through their channel, sin entered into the world. God in the bible promised consequences for sin and the consequence of sin includes suffering, pain, toil, and death and this explains the reason why suffering exists in the world today and challenges like the Covid19.7
Louw believes that the Covid19 is also as a result of sinful lifestyle among humanity. To him, Sin is the very first “virus” to infect this world. However, like covid19, sin did not appear deadly when it was first discovered in heaven and also didn’t appear that deadly when it arrived on the surface of the earth but later sin began to spread from the serpent to Adam and Eve and descendants after them and sin quickly grew into something that was entirely out of control. Covid19 is a reality now in the world and we see the symptoms such as anger, pride, and selfishness in everything we are doing but we ignore those symptoms as we continue to play and enjoy sin without doing anything to purge it away in our lives and here we are with the Covid-19 pandemic acting as a tool of vengeance in the world.8
In Oyo State Nigeria, some Christians also share the views of the aforementioned scholars and preachers as regards the origin of the covid19 in the world. A detailed study shows that, Christians and even non-Christians holds that the deadly virus which swept across the globe  which has hindered social and religious activities can be traced to God with the arguments that “God is all Knowing “ and “All Powerful”. It should be noted that many religious organizations, in compliance with the social distancing measures, began to air their programs online with members participating virtually, while prayers are continually made for the intervention of The Divine in putting a stop to the deadly virus. Researches show that religious organization have created online prayer sessions available online and accessible at Isolation centers where patients are being treated for recovery making it easy for everyone to access and participate in religious activities without physically leaving residences and hospitals as the case may be. 
However, the question on the lips of most Christians in Oyo state is that what led to the advent of the Corona virus? For instance, Pastor Maxwell of the Holy Ghost revival movement based in Ojoo Ibadan opines that, the Corona virus is a result of the end time. Quoting the book of revelation that John the apostle on the island of Patmos wrote that in the end time a lot of strange things would begin to unfold and according to Pastor Maxwell, part of such things is the advent of the corona virus killing both the young and the old across the globe. He argued further, that the only solution to the menace is to call on God for the virus to be exterminated in the world. He posits that, only God can curb the corona virus because being the creator he knows about everything whether good or bad that happens in the world. In the same vein, Deaconess Deborah of the Christ Apostolic church Arulogun Ibadan also lends credence to the view of Pastor Maxwell, that the corona virus came as a result of the closeness of the “Parousia” that is the second coming of Christ. He said made reference to the book of revelation that, the world gradually is coming to an end, that is why the corona virus has come to terrorize the world and that the only solution is the world should come together, cry and pray to God to subdue the corona virus because it is only through prayers that can bring about signs and wonders.
 Similarly, Reverend Adejare of the Gospel faith mission in Ibadan argued that the end time has come on earth and that everybody should be prepared and start walking in the ways of the Lord because, only the Lord is capable of marking his own people safe in the face of this global pandemic. He used the word that ‘Christians should wash their garment everyday in preparation of the second coming of Jesus Christ’. Mrs. Christiana and Miss Janet who are members of the Cherubim and Seraphim church movement in Ibadan explained that the corona virus came about as a result of multiple sins in the world and as a result of that, God is angry with humanity because they have neglected his rules, commandments and ordinances. Mrs. Christiana said for instance that the increase in rape, fraud, ritual killings, gayism, lesbianism, incest, embezzlement of funds by politicians, armed robbery and so on are enough reasons for God to be angry with humanity and that is why the corona virus had come to serve as punishment to those who are breaking the rules and ordinances of God and that the way forward is for people to repent from their evil ways and run back to God and plead for forgiveness.  Miss Janet cited an example that when God was angry with the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, he destroyed them with fire when he felt that, their sins had reached a level he could no longer tolerate or bear them any longer that such is the case of the corona virus tormenting everybody across the globe. 
Apostle Lekan Adams of the New Gospel evangelical ministries in Ogbomosho submits that the corona virus is as a result of sin in the world. He believed that God is angry and furious, that is why the corona virus came to the world as a result of God’s anger. He said that the present generation of people in the world has done much more grievous things than the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. He stated further, that when God was angry in the past, he used flood to wipe away the people, that is, Noah’s flood and that Noah and his family that upheld the rules and regulations of God were the only one spared and that, everybody also should strive to be in the right standing with God, by praying, praise, worship and obeying all his divine commandments and that through this, they will be marked safe from the covid19. 
Similarly, Bro Joshua Ademinokan of the Celestial Church of Christ, Daniel Parish, Ibadan also lends credence to the views of Apostle Adams, that humanity has fallen short the glory of God and that is why the Corona virus came to the world. He argued that when the Israelites sinned and got God upset in the wilderness. God sent snakes to them that started biting and killing them. They only became saved when they begged God and God instructed Moses to fashion out a golden image of snake and anyone who looked at it shall be saved. He stated further, that the only solution is also for people all over the world to pray to God and beg God to forgive us our trespasses. 
Elder Abayomi of the Redeemed Christian church of God Emmanuel parish, Oluyole, Ibadan submits that the corona virus is God’s wrath on humanity. He maintained two positions that he end time is near and people must forsake their evil ways as the trumpet might sound any moment. He said, God’s wrath and sign of the end time is the cause of the covid19. He said when God was angry with the Egyptians and Pharaoh God fought him and his land with the ten plagues. The plagues swept across Egypt and Pharaoh had no choice than to release the Israelites.  He posits that, the corona virus is just a plague and not ten and the whole world is already affected. He recommends that, the world should go back to God and beg for forgiveness and so that the virus can be exterminated in the world. He said, the Israelites were marked safe in the face of the plagues in Egypt when they obeyed the laws and regulations of God. God told the Israelites that they should use the blood of a lamb on their door post so that the angel of destruction coming to smite all the Egyptian firstborn will pass over the Israelites. Therefore, to be marked safe one must obey the laws and keep all the commandments of God. 
Summarily, most Christians in Oyo state fall into one or the two categories of thought as regards the cause of the corona virus in the world.  This is evident even in radio and television interviews across diverse radio and television stations in Oyo State. Religious leaders, church members, workers fall into one of the two schools of thought. However, only few hold that the corona virus is as a result of the Human co-habitation with animals such as bats, cats, dogs to mention a few.  In the light of this, some Christians all over the radio, social and print Medias are also advocating for easing the lockdown as declared by the federal governments. They are of the opinion that locking churches and other worship centres is not the solution to the covid19 and that it is this crucial period that, people should be in their worship centres praying to God for a solution to the Covid19. However, it is worthy of note that, not all Christian in Oyo state share this view because staying safe and praying indoors is a view accepted by most Christians in the state. The president during his speech also acknowledged the fact that, the activities of health workers as well as the cooperation of religious leaders and the religious society. Following the measures enacted, religious gatherings were prohibited however, that did not undermine the participation of religious leaders in uniting with the government to stem the tide.
Christian response to the covid19 pandemic in Oyo state is multi-dimensional this is because in most part of the state, most Christians agree with the latest development such has daily sermons being moved online, with communal worship now taking place in private isolation, mediated by bibles and digitalized lists of prayers. In addition to this, there is a proliferation of specific chapters of the book of Psalms, believed to be Psalms of protection now circulated, believed and confessed by people as measures for ensuring their protection from the unseen virus. While some in the minority group do not really subscribe to this latest trend. Subsequently, the case of the pandemic has seen a further synergy in the relationship between adherents of different religions in Oyo State; this is because Christians and Muslims organization are now collaborating together in the state through joint prayers for the eradication of the pandemic.
As part of the ways of seeking for solution to the pandemic in Oyo State, some Christians are of the view that, local herbs from market women can be used to combat the pandemic without necessarily waiting for modern medicine or vaccine. In an interview with Reverend Samuel, he posits that, Prayer can solve any problem. However, while praying, local herbs can also be adopted, tested and if proven and certified can also be used to combat the virus. It is not gainsaying the fact that prior before now, some churches teach that, their adherents should not go near anything herbal because they are “Satanic”, “Fetish” and it’s a sin going near those objects. However, recently, in Oyo State, there is a departure from the old thought that herbs are “Traditional and satanic” because some Christians responding to this covid19 challenge are even advocating that the government should invest more in traditional medicines as seen in Madagascar.
COVID 19 IS NOT PUNISHMENT OF SIN IN THE WORLD
Having examined the diverse views of Christians in Oyo State as regards the cause and possible solutions to the covid19 pandemic in the world, we can deduce that there are two popular schools of thought. The one that  states that the covid19 is as a result of “Sin” and that God is punishing the world just like the 10 plagues in Egypt, the Noah’s flood, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Snakes biting the Israelites in the wilderness, God sending the Israelites into slavery etcetera.  While the second believes that the Covid19 is as a result of the end time that is fast approaching and therefore the covid19 is a sign that humanity should be prepared for the close of age.   However, we don’t share this views based on some factors, one the Bible says “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) That is, everybody is born a sinner and if corona virus is a punishment for sins, then everybody shall be affected.  Jesus In Luke 13:1-5 told Pontius Pilate as regards the massacre of some Galileans who were in the process of offering sacrifices; Jesus pointed out that, those who died in the process were not greater sinners than those who escaped. He also mentioned he also said the same thing about the people who died during the collapse of the Siloam tower. Similarly, In John 9:1-5 Jesus saw a man who was blind from is birth and the disciples questioned that was he blind as a result of his sins or that of his parents but Jesus replied that his blindness his not as a result of sin but only an avenue for the works of God to be displayed in his life. This suggests that, not every disaster that happens to humans is as a result of their sins. For example, Job in the Bible faced trials and sufferings, which was not as a result of his sins, but the works the devil.
It is true that Jesus cleared the air that the existence of sufferings, pains and trials in the world does not suggest that those affected are worse people than anyone else and that such scenarios should not be used as an opportunity to judge others.  It is written that the ultimate nature of God is love (1 John 4:16).  God is a God of mercy, grace, compassion. He cares so much about humanity; therefore, the assertion or belief that the corona virus is as a result of God’s wrath is not in conformity with the nature and character of God. 
What then can be the cause of the Corona virus? In our own view, the corona virus is a “Man made disaster” it cannot be regarded as a natural disaster in the sense that, scientists has proven that viruses moves from species to humans. For instance, bats are known to be a reservoir of the covid19 and it is possible viruses transmits from animals to humans. It is not gainsaying that, environmental destruction is a possible factor that gives room for this such as deforestation, unsustainable farming practices, animal trafficking and mining. All these gives room for humans to come in close contact with virus- carrying animals. 
In buttressing this view of ours, some nature researchers in China suggest that the covid19 was able to pass from smuggled pangolins to humans in Wuhan last December.17. Therefore, the possible solution is that humans themselves should avoid all possible ways of contracting viruses from animals. It is no news that some humans go as far as having sexual intercourse with animals and from there they can get infected with different kinds of viruses. However, in the face of the covid19, we should take all necessary precautions such as Staying safe at home, maintaining social distancing, washing of hands regularly and the use of face protection masks.  Religious adherents are also enjoined to pray for the nation towards finding a lasting solution to the virus.
Conclusion
A critical look at the Christian response to the corona virus pandemic in Oyo State shows that, there two popularly schools of thought which tries to explain the cause of the global pandemic. One holds that the corona virus is as a punishment of sins in the world from God while the second school believes that the covid19 is a sign of the end time. However, we were able to explain and elucidate that the covid19 is not as a result of divine punishment or the end time but as result of man inflicted problems. We showcased that, factors such as deforestation, animal trafficking are the possible factors which makes man closer with virus carrying animals and as a result man gets infected with viruses. Scientist argued that, bat as an animal is a reservoir of the covid19. We however opined that, the solution is that humanity should distance themselves from virus carrying animals and therefore adhere to all the safety measures put in place by the government and health related agencies. 
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