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GIRL-CHILD EDUCATION: IMPORTANT FOR NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

lfeoma P. Okafor, (Ph.d)
Departmant of Soclal Sciences Education Facutly of Education
University of Hodn, lonn Kwam Stafe Nigers

Abstracl

Education helps ana fo maximize his or her phyaieal, mantal and emotonal capabilifms
which are el i him or hee and e sockely. [f s @ process rough which & parson
Mmm,hdmmuumma:mﬁbMHhrhwm
a9 @ momber of he society. Education of the gind-child wil onable her fo e a hoalthier,
happy Mo, i will assist her o develop skils, information and sel-conlidonce, morm
produeiiviy sl wodk, hatipr paid indesd and ncroase n her fufure eamings. Many
reasans have boon put forward for these imbalances & education of the gid-child, as a
ressit of peonovhic constraims, gender sagmgation, pamnis’ aducation, parents’ refigion,
rnmm_mwrﬂmwﬁmm'mmmwmdm;ndm
othor cultirnd prachioss, In many counines, available indicaiors show thal the gid-cifd i
Mmrmmuwﬁmwmmw. fn sovme parts of
e world, man outnumber women by § in everyT00. The reason for the discrapancy
inchude among ofer things are relgious asd cultural precices, poverty, Wilaracy and
ignorance. Apart from all concrele eforts made by the Unifed Nadions Cirganizalion
(LUNG, Education Fov AN EFA) and  United Nations £ducalional Brieniific And Cufiural
WMEWIMWWGDHWMHHMI windila and poposeful
ciaction peared fowamls anhanang Sccass of Migeran children o education and
schieving improved relantion and complolion rafes, Mo ane zhif obslacies of socio-
cullural factors of famdy fype, migion and Neracy ievel of pareals in boye" and giris’
gduational develsamant in the country. Girts s often treated as infevios @ socaline o
pid thomaelves fasl, Thus undenmining thair sol-esteom. Tha girlchild ghoisld b
grenumgnd i paronnin Scthably, affpcivaly and equally wify boys 85 ai isvals, socialy,
ecormmcaly, cullurally efc

Reywords: impoiancs, girl-cheld and coucebon

Introduction

Education & the comerstona around which the development ol a nation’s
political, sociv-economic, and technology revolves. Education is a fool for
eradicating all forms of social discrimination, deprivation, and also an instrumeni
lor atteining & uniad and pasceful socialy. Education |s thargfore the maching
tor social change, economic transformalion and political advancement, mos)
sapecially whan it ia designed and provided to take care of gender differonces,
Mzhuta (2007) positexd that schools are established as deliberate attempl by
socioties 1o teach social values to the younger genaration, be it male or lemala.
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In many traditional Alrcan societies, Nigeria inclusive, the education of tha giri-
child in the past decades was aiways laken 10 be informal (Fatunwa, 2002).
Female chidren wera educated under the auspices ol their mothers,
grandmothers, alder sisters or any other responsible female adults who could
traln the temale children as housewivas, mothars and equip them with all types
of services related to home managamaent (Tsonds, 1997, and Oluwole, 2002).
Eafunwa stated furthar thal Africans were not in favour of wastamn educalion for
tha girl-chilld.

Consequently, the educaton of the girt-child s being interrupled
henRuss most parents befieve that the benelit of thi education will be enjoyed
by their husbands slone, and that where ihe resourcies of training her are
Emited, the opportunity cost will come In Thiss, the boy will ultimately be
considersd. They also bebieve that insiead of wasling thalr hard-garmed money
training @& girfkchild in school, It 18 hettar she is sent to an urban Cenlre fo be
amployed as maid, theraby eaming income for thio tamily (Nzewunwa, 2003 and
Jokayinta, 2007).The parenis belisved that holding the girs al homa would
prepare them for marriage and lle of being productive and supportive
housewives (Shiru, 2000). Olomololaiye (1989} stated fhal soma African parents
baleyvad that man need 0 pursue Gareer thraughout their life time while woman
should willingly allow their own careers 1o be intarrupted by procreation and
home respansdiliies because of gocio-cultural factors of tamily type, religion
and literacy Javel. Margouki (2002) assertaed that majority of men preler to marry
semi-llerate of llilerats women who They beliave have raspect and manners for
thalr husbands and parents. it s one thing 10 provide educational programmes.
{or girls of school-age; I is anothar lor the girls 1o have access to, ratantion in
and compietion ratas of the educational programme ioe the stipulated tima. Thas
act of staying on in the educational programma I8 called retention, Retenbon
maans the ability to stay in school after enrciment respective of acadamic and
sooio-cultural tactors (UBE, Act 2004 and FRN, 2007,

Global Perspective on Girl-Child Education

in =pite of all concrete efforts made M increasing gir-child education in
i arsas of access, retention and completion rato by Nigerzan govermmant at all
lgwols through several intemational poficies such as Education for All (EFA),
Millennium Developmen! Goal (MDGs), United Nations Educational Scientilic
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and others fike the United Nations (UN)
poliies that stipuiate modalities for nations to ambark on and 1o make education
frea, compulsory and universal for every citizen, thera are siill obatacles 1o the
progress of gir-child education in Nigeria (UNICEF, 2004),




Girl-Chitd Education: important for Matianat Davetogment in Nigara

Education for sustainable da-rahﬁmanl s fundamentally about valuos with
respedct al the canter

A Respact for others, including those of presant and futurs genaration:

2 For diferences and diversity;

1 For the anvironment; and

4 For the resources of the planet we inhahit,

in additiop, aducation enables us to undarstand oursalves, others and our links
with the wide national and social environmant,

Alang with a sense of justice, msponsibility, exploration and dialogue,

ESD aims o move us to adopting behaviouss and practices which enable all 1o
live & full e without being deprived of basic aducation. It s unikely 1o inculcate
Values of this kind, Seventeen years after the Jomtian Conferance, the
Education-For-All (EFA), National Economic Empowsrment and Development
Sttegy (NEEDS), Fast Track Initiative (FTI), World Bank, Organization of
Economio and Development (OECD), Universal Basic Education
(UBE), Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEG), Poverty Reduction
Sirateqy Paper (PRSP), and resolution by the UN, Nigaria could not toast of
appreciable achievement of any of the goals. For example Azikwe (2006)
pointed out after evaluating the UBE programmes in Enugu state, that EVEry
requiremant for succeseful implementation of Universal Basic Education
programme such as teachars, classrooms, toists, dask, libraries, furniture, and
&0 0n was grossly nadequate.
Furtharmora, pathefically, not one of the Educations for All goals has been
achiaved. For instance, MDGs Goal number four which states that all children,
particularly girs, should have access 1o gander equality in schoal anrolment is
still In favour of male sex, six years after the lmunching and implementation of
the UBE programme. Thirtesn years later, Ol and Azikiwe (1994) compared
snvironmental trends in schools and found ouwl that there Buisls gender
imbalance in education, in favour of boys and men. Despite thesa programmes
and their goala, many Nigarian children of primary and junioe sacondary achool
Bge am &l sut of schood,

The National Commission for Momadic Education (NCNE) (2002}
observed that from the estimated population of 3.6 million children of basic
aducation age, only two hundred and three thousand, eight hundred and forty-
four are in school (NCNE, 2002). UNDP (2004) also reported thal among the
aatimated twanty million children of school age, 15.5 per cent are not enmiled in
any primary and |unior secondary school while only around two-third of all
Nigerian children are reaching completion rale al the end of primary six, as the
percentage of anralment into primary one |8 reported 1o be around 55 pear cenl
(UNDP 2004, Abani 2004), Education alone is likely 1o inculcate values of this
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kind, If that were the case, the world would already be much fariher down the
road lowards the practices of susiainabio development. Nevertheless: education
consiitutes the ceniral pllar of strategies 1o promete such values. It has been
dmcovered that all programmes by the Nigerian government, since the Jomtien
Confarence in Thailand has not made any meaningful impact on Improving
aducation of tha girl-child in Nigeria,

n the global world, sducation is sesen as the fulerurm for sustainabls
development and I 5 the comerstone which enables quick development of
oconomic, political, sociological and human resources of any .
Migaria’s National Policy on Education (1584) posited that education is the
highes! investment tha! a nation can make for quick development in all
ramifications. Having recognized education as “sn instrument per expelience lnd
aftective nationnl development” s well ag 5 tynamic instrument of change®, it
is Als0 the basis lor the full promation gnd imprevament of the stalus of woman.

Education enablas the girl-chikd ta improve her standard of living and hefps
her to advance in different tislds of human endeavour. Education is the basic
toal that should be given 1o the gir-children in order to lulfit their rde as full

| Forward Looking Strategies, 1885). Tha
ring board o every other form of
fer politically, econemically and socially. The girl-child lorms a great
of the population, and theseiore, they are expocled to contribute meaningfully to
the weifare of the nation lor both personal and collective development. In the
feal sense, women and girkchildren are expecisd to acquire education to tha

dran in lerms of access rate, retantion
rate, and the rate ol completing basic education More boys have access rale o
redention rate in and complotion rate of education thn their temale counterparts
{Akusshi, 1994).

Reasons for Gir-Child Imbalance in Education
Many roasons have been put lorward for these imbalances, For
mm.mmmhmmmmlnmmmmmw
factors of family typs, mﬁniunlnﬂrﬂarmymmpumhwm
other cultural practices such as early marriage (Agbonna, 2008).
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Figure 1: Gender imbalance in the sducational system

faman Baneqsl India

China  Thalland  Columbia
Hnwl:] Giirls

. Bovs
Source: Werid Bank Data Sheet 2006, Institute for Statisticawws uls unesco.org

From the figurs above, the black bar charts represent boys and the
hite onew mpresent the girs. In Yemen, the snrolment rato s 21 girs 1o 45
m;mﬁmmMmmmmummmmmmhm. tha
mmhmﬂhfﬂEIhﬂﬁLhEhlﬂl.TEqulmmmhdpﬁﬂ?hurﬁ;
mﬂulwﬂ.urlﬁnnlilqthﬂmrﬂlhdpﬂfimhn‘;u:hﬂnmm_mnunm
1Tﬂ'n+rhlr-hwhdpultabnw.meﬂmwmuBnnh{HuﬂjElllaﬂ'tﬂa'r.
Alrica had a populstion of 305 million with lotal percentage of 35 millon, In
2025, predictably, the papulation of the youths will be 424 miltion. Age 10-24 will
be 32% of the population,

hhnvmﬂu‘!mnlrgmmlluﬁghnhulhﬂuduﬁm'afmuh-
size [Dading-Hamond, 2000 and Yusuf, 2008) Many of Ihese family
mmﬂhmmwmm&mmanmnﬁvﬂﬂmﬂmﬂrIW~
mummﬂhmhrpmhmﬂdmanmmhumdh
Hipﬂmpﬂhﬂn'hhm’mﬂhwmmmmmwmm
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Ihousands of years, according to Nwangi {2004). men have belioved 1
proper place for women is in the hame, Evan right from the Bible, original
the Garden of Eden was altached 1o women. She tasted the forbidden fral
lempied Adam, and she has been paying for it ever since. In the 00
Genesis, the Lord said: | will greatly mudtiply thy somow and thy co |
sorrow, thou shall bring forth children; and thy desire shall be o thy b
and ha shall rule over thee (Genesis 3:16). Soclologists would regard the!
quatation &8 a mythological justification for the position of woman in (he 88
Many women may see i as an accurate description of their siatus throg
agas, that is: i
. Women produce childmn:

Woman are mothers and wives;

Wormnean do the cooking, cleaning, sewing and washing;

Wamen take care of men and are subordinate to male authority: i

Thay are largely excluded from high-status  cooupations  andd

positions of powar.

Many researchers such as Uisman (1970), Akagun and Alao {200
worked on enhancing girl-child education, Thay discoverad that parents 8
more help from the boys than girls, and that a married girl i no g
mamber of her father's own family but rather that of her hisband. The fy
that are opportune 1o go 1o school lerminate their schooling at the end g
iower basic school To further butiress this paint, Abeni (2004) pee
ermpiricn! avidence ihal suggested an almost total exclusion of Temal 18
upper and post basic education in Niger state. Less than 0.6% of e |
Hudanis in junior secondary schools in Miger siate by 2004/ 2005
Alng (2002] put the numbers ol Migenans withowt any formal educa
billkon representing 49.3 per cent of the 1891 census population. Oul
numpber, B0.5 par cent are femabes while 39.5 per cant are males,

It is aiso reveaied that there are socic-culural factors of lamil
rakgion and parent's |fefacy level hinders Nupe girls from basic =i
sertiary instiiutions, Okehke, Nzew! and Njokwu (2008) In a sludy ca
Lagos on consiraints on women labour force participation found that bofl
and women indicatad thelr preferences for man rathar than woman
This presupposes that a woman should recognize wifehood and mod
n8r great contribution to the sociely and should therefore remain at ha ™
aasumaed that education will nat allow women to take up their raditionsl)
and this must have contributed to their dropping out of school. Yolg ¥
remarked that disparity In access rate to sducation continues ko eodst in fey
mak, whils 2 corssponding high iliteracy rate persiats among fam
Nigerla. The female Meracy rale in 1990-2004, as stated by Yoloye (188
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ostimated at aboutl 44.5 por cenl. When compared with 62.3 per cant for make,

femials lteracy was relatively low.

The history of socio-cultural factors hindering girl-child imbalance
BCCESS ralé 1o education, retention rate in school and completion rate of westarn
education can be traced back o the pre-independance Christian Misslonary Era
During the era, most of the schools were predominantly boys. The schools were
astablished to swl the traditional perception of Africans on the place of women
in the socioly, prior to the colonfal era (Falunwa, 1974). Thus, the colonial
maslars ware parlicular about producing able-bodied literate man 1o serve as
servants and intespraters 1o the white man,

The firat major step In the area of female education In Nigera started
with tha 1969 Cumiculum Cenference which sought, among other things. the
provision of squal access to education at all levels (Falunwa, 2002}, The
conferance culminated in tha formation of the Mational Poficy on Educafion in
1977, revised in 1982, The policy gives room for equal educational opportunitios
for &l Nigerian citizens imespective of gender,

[n Britgin, for example, women were axcluded from all universitias until
1871 whaen lew lemale applicants were admittad inMo scientific courses at a
nawly craated University of Durham, in New Castie (Render, 1980). It was also
recorded thal unfil 1948, women were not granied full membarship of
Cambridge University (Mckenzue, 2009). Today, however, In the develeped
worid, a lot has changed in the attitude towards girl-child education.

Girl-Child Education and Mational Development
As staied in the national policy on aducation, the aim of the national
development plan was fto bulld a united, progressive and dynamic nation
through education. The national development plan is as follows 1o develop:
. a fre@ and democratic society; .
& just and egalitarian society;
a Unitad Strong and sell-rellant nation;
. B great and dynamic aconomy; and
E & iand full of bright opportunities lor all cilizans (NCNE, 2002),

Wo society can achieve and maintain its continuity and stability without soma
level of hamogenaity among her members.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDG's) and Girl-child
Education

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) are & series of sight time-
bound cavelopment goals that sesk 1o address issues of poverty, education,
pendar equality, health, environment and the global development. All of these
&ro o be achieved by the year 2015. They ware agreed by the international
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community at tha Unitird Walthon's Millennium Summil, hald in Maw Yol
September, 2000, Demonstrating  Nigeria's commitment to the Milent
Development Goats, the sormer President of Nigerna, Diusegun, LiDasi
aunched the National Economic Empowerment and Davelopment &
(NEEDS), =2 comprahaensne soip-ecanomic  rekorm compact,
incorporates the Millenniurm Development Goals, He also created a prosides
cormmittea on tha Millennium Devalopmant Goals thai guides the nation,
achigvemant and Senwor Spacial Assimtant 1o the Presidant on Millan
Development Goals (5SAP-MDGs). The offica of the SSAP-MOGs Tu
socratarial to tha presidential cammilttes, and is responsible for @siaDs i
Virtugl Poverty Fund (VPF), which will housa debl relial gains lor i
Development Goats ralated axpanditura. .

Tre oghobal concam ior basic educalion Was first AnNOUNCE:
dociarad in an international conference on the global crisis in education i
Parls in 1068, It was recommanded among other things that basic edud
should be taken sariously by the global world. Owing 1o this progeas

ussion for basic education, the significance of @ducaiio
ly want on Ul the Jomtlen |
oR0, This conferance Qa8
an _ Education-for-Al
framawork of BCHoNS i (FGN/UNICEF, 20 03
conference also claritizd for the world the hashe aducation
In Septernber 2000 In New York, Ni

that signed and adopted ihe Millennium Development Goals in the &
Mations Millennium Summit. Migeria Goveenment commitied hersell &0
gntire citlsanry Lo the responsibility of ansuring that the goals are ac ik

Nigaria between than and 2015 by signing the declaration.

Migeein has since then takon Ssome concrale ste
thase commitments. Some of the

Tha Federal Governma
commission artculated and patablished the Natoral Economic Empo
and Development Stratagy (NEEDS), a national medium nrm ceve
plue-print in 2004, which was reprinted in 2005 by the Cantral Bank of
NEEDS is given birth to as Nigeria's home-grown medium-1enT devel
and Poverty Reduction Stratagy Papet (PRSP)(Okebukoia, 2005). i

The sociclogists and anthropologists believe that there doss nol @

gociety i which women do not have an inferior status to that of men
sttitude and this type of practioss have relegated women 1o i backgro
the education, political and gmpkyment saciors, i
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H
ce of Girl-Child Education
The sociologists and anthropologists believe that there does not axist a

mhwmnhldrmnmnmm“mwwhrmmmmmm. This
atitudes and this type of practices have relegated woman to the background in
the aducation, political and employment sectors.
Women education is the process by which women acquire tha knowledge, skills,
narms and values that are necessary for their development and that of the
society.If a woman is educated, she will be empowared. Okafor (2010) lurther
viewed wu nen empowermant as a process which enables women to devalop
their capacity 1o actualize thelr potantials.
The benefits derived from education include: enhancermant of the quality of
living. food, housing, health, cloth, transport, communication, entertainmant and
gainful use of leisure, If the vast majority of our women folks are educated, thair
parsonal development can be enhanced tremendously. Children and husband
stand to gain remarkably. Education will anabla the gifi-child to have confidence
in hersell and her ability to contribute effectively 1o national and aconomic
davelopmant.
For the world 1o benafit from adequate femals education, Willlams (2004) staled
that the following objectives could help in designing a girk-child oriented
aducation system that will yieid functionaily: ;

Praparing the girl-child lar her role of laying solid foundation for fufure

generation and sustenance of our eivillzation;

Praparing them for their roles as tomorrow’s mothers who are able to

take batter care of the nation's children for fulure socio-economic and

political dispositions,

Enabiling them contribute their 1alents and skills in the task of ravival and

survival of national economy;

Inculcating in them the spirt of good house wives, naighbours, and

cifizens as community models and social workers:

Enabling them play sctive roles in the nation's political dispansatian,

iiharals womsn from retrogressive customs and practices, lor exampla,

widrwhood practioes in some parts of Nigeria;

Praparing them for their secondary role of nation bullding;

Enabling them modernize somea of the barbaric customs [bearing i mind

the prasent future rales of our women at homa) in the community, in the

nation and the world at large;

Making them fit Into the modem changing world of technological

advancamant;

Adeguately fortify them against marginalization, discrimination, danial of

equal employment opportunities, scientific and traditional balefs; and

41
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Making tham acquire knowledge, skilis, values and attiudes 1o :
uprightness and moral qualiies such as honesty, Iolers
encouragement and capacity lor working hiard,

In order 1o achisve these ohiectives, couniries around the world I
pul In place saries of national and international agreements and policies
initiated by the United Nations Organization (UND), Amaong thess am
policies on the Universal Basic Educalon (UBE), In the area of ecd o
developmant, il the girlkchild is educatad, she will engage hersell in & |ang
small scale business. Those mared 1o big time busingss men oF antrépre '
will be able 1o help their husbands. She will be able lo convarsa and dis
intelligently and offer usetul advice Ihal will help them bulld their jobs.
women will be abls to deal with their husbands’ business fariners, Irisnds
other highty placed associats withoul any tealing of inferiarity compiax.
Like the opinion of Clinton (2012), the sub-region are gradually transcen
lrom position of the daprived, to play strategic roles in develapment ol
nations. Expressing similar wew when sha visited Alrica in 2012, Hilary Hog
Ciinton, and the Secretary of the United States noted that “small and i
girod enterprises run by womaen #ne major drivers of economic gro .
further stated that wamen are haolding up half of the gontinent's acondg
calls for @n increased suppart for them.
in addition, she stated that the girkchild ghould ba ghan the
ahowease her hard work and success o the global world, because whed
girl-child prospess in her endaavour, sha will reinvest those eamings
tamily and the positive affects would cut across tha enties community, T tha
child |s educated, she can also assist the husband in financing the
aducaton of the children instead of waiting for the husband ta foot all the f#

e
L

Educated girs (women) assist in securing excelient health fof)
shiidren and for the entire community and nation, For us to have good heal
siarts right from the womb. This [s when the pregnant maothar knows the |
dial to fead on, 1he rlghltgpuuf:kuqandamrm-mwmlmm&hulq
babty. Once she is educated, she will be able 1o read and understan
anlightenment publication against any disease in form of the print or @
madia In any language. She will also help ofhers to malntain and improy
health, Marital cbligation of the girl-child helps hes in the fulfiliment of
i wite and mother. r

A married woman is supposed to take care of her haoma, huso
childran. She is sxpected 1o use whatever knowledge and skilis she has. o
clean and rear her children. She will also assist har children with
assignments, She may also go beyond that by teaching anything i
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alignding Parents-Teachers Association [PTA) mootings and inquiring about tho
academic parformances of her children. This will enabla her ive in a happy
homea and have wall-educated and wel-bahaved children, contented husbard
and an encddwed nation.

Agricuttural Developmant: In the ghobal world, hall of 2 populaton S
women, and two-third of the work B done by them. About TS per cenl of
agriculiural outpul 6 Africa s produced through women's effort (Abanl, 1987).
Thie potential comtribufion of educated and trained women labour force: and 1he
mpartancs o thalr sducation in the improvaement of family walfare and planning
ara factors sl underestimated in national development The higher the level of
women's education, the greater the likelihood of them staying in the labour
force. Those women with university degrea paricipale mare than thase with only
primary aducation.

Mational Reconstruction: Educated women will assist in nation buiiding
and recongiruction. According to Dlawwy (1583}, the lollowing ara paramoduni
imparance of educated woman:

He who educates a man edutates an individual, he who educales a

woman sducales a nation,

The hand that rocks the cradies rules the world. In regard 1o this, the

importance of gif-child education cannol be over emphasized,

Educated women ara also batter equipped o enter the paid abour forcae
whieh 15 crifical o the survwal of e many lemals headed househalds in
developing countries. Mations with high leveks of temale school enrmiments in
the past can today show higher levels of economic productivity, lower infertisity,
lower infant and matemal mortakty, and fonger fife expectancy than counirigs
that have nol achisved a high enrolment levels for gids [(Hodges 2001).
Educaling women yiekds high relurns in terms of healthiar children.

Waomen channal more of thair ncome o expenditures on their ohildrén

ihan thieir husband's, Educated mothars have botter nourished childran who ane
lezs likaly o dis in infancy than the children of uneducated parents:
Thi badrook of tha soclety is the family, and this s possibly why the family units
arp fegarded as the mosl importan! social group. Consaquently, lack of
aducation would make & difficult lor the average Migerian woman to look after
har family wall and évan keep tham in good health. Education is the bes! lagacy
paranis can leave for thelr childran.

Conclusion

Educafion is the most veluable possession & person can have, Without it
povery, disease and ignorance can be significant. Ama (2002) observed that
education ks -a oostly investment which s choaper than ignorance. it is an
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instrument with which a nalion can develop, He argued further that A
sducalion is seen as an inevitable tool for national development, A
therefore begin with the individuals who make up the nation. This is
inpnnnmmmammﬁﬂnisrmliummhmdw'mdlhEM'
af an individual in all spheres of e, Education is more than mere Schoolil
the gir-child is educated, the global world would be a befter place for us all, -

Recommendation !
Emhnhuwmnmmmmammaquhmmif
hablts and values thal enable him or hor to function effectively as & memit
the sociaty. In spite of all.concrete etlors made by governmeant and |
gavemmental organization and donor agencies at incraasing gir-child edue
in the areas of access, retention and completion rate by Nigerian govern :
all lavels through several international policies such s Education for All £
Millennium Developmant Goal (MDGs), United Nations Educational o6
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and others like the LinRed MNations |
poficies that stipulate modalities for nations to embark on and to make ac r
frea, compuisory and universal for every citizen, thara ara still obstackes i
progress of gir-child education in Nigeria (UNICEF, 2004). _
. Posters, fliers, leaflets, brochure are to be widely circulated
to disseminate unquantifiable benafits of girl-child education.
i Curriculum formulators should be advisad to do away with g
biases often reflect in our text books, course contents
examinations.
Precs release, radio, and television jingles must be ade il
dabunk and demystity some of the retrogressiva norms that¥
girl-child education.
Special scholarship award, soft tultion, locans and other fin
grant will should be given to indigent and gitted students 5o
1o drift in their education.
Right Act and convention on the efimination of all
discrimination against gir-child should be strengthense
ensure that it is implemented in all states. The society Shix
sensitized on the importance of gir-child education;
snlightened them to know that it is never to see their ed o
a luxury,
Finally, government should through MDGS and EFA anca
girl-child education at all levels and make it compulsory. 1
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