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Centre (CESAC) and reviewed by the sztionai Education Research
Development Centre (NERDC) to meet the requirements of Economics on the
system. The underlying philosophy of the National Curriculum for senior
secondary school is to present Economics as a subject that has relevance in
everyday life and prepare graduates for an ent:reprenelunal carcer in future,
Thus, an attempt has been made to integrate the theoretical foundations of the
subject with their practical applications. Yusuf (2009) stated that, the structure
of Economics curriculum content is based on the spiral spread which made it
possible for topics to be learnt in its basic form in senior secondary school one
(SSD)toits complex form in the senior secondary school three (SSI11).
Several studies have been carried out to investigate students' attitude
towards Economics. Nicette and Marissa (2014) examined and analysed the
problems and difficulties encountered by Bachelor of Elementary Education
sophomore students towards mastering learning competencies in Economics.
The problems and difficulties are categorized into personal problems,
emotional problems, problems on teacher's instruction, problems with school
adjustment, problems in adjusting to classmates and board mates, and
problems arising from over-extended schedule/workloads for practice in
| different competitions. Another study conducted by Arsaythamby and

Julinamary (2015) explored form six students' perceptions on difficulties in
learning the symbols, graphs and problem solving items in their Economic
subject in STPM (Malaysian Higher School Certificate). Also,Bachan and
Reilly (2005) showed that if business studies candidates had studied
economics, almost 40% who achieved a grade C or better in the business
subject, would not have done so in Economics. On the other hand, 12% more
Economics candidates would have obtained a grade C or better if they had
taken business studies. These results in fact, illustrate the greater difficulty of
Economics as a subject.

Based on the discussion, it is pertinent to note that studyon assessment
of learning difficulties in economics among senior secondary school students
1sresearch worthy particularly in Lagos Mainland Local Government Area.

Research Questions
The following research questions were raised and answered in this
study:
1. What are the topics in Economics that senior secondary school
~ students perceive to be difficult?
What are the factors that constitute difficulties in learning Economics

concepts at senior secondary schools?
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