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The Role of Management Function on Sustainability of Private

Football Clubs in Kwara State, Nigeria

Ajadi, M.T., Adebayo, B.S. & Falaye, E.K.

~ ABSTRACT | |
~ This study Investigated the role of management function on sustainability of private football clubs in
~ Kwara State, Nigeria, Descriptive research design of survey type was used for this study. The population
~ eomprised football club managers, football referees and football coaches within the study area. Purposive,
~ stratified and random sampling techniques were used to select 100 respondents for the stuefy. A structured
B qmﬂanmlm designed on a modified Likert scale format was used for rhs_' sru:':.'y. The mstrumsqt Hf-?s
~ validated by three experts in the Department of Human Kinetics Education University of llorin. The reliability
» H  of the instrument was established through test re-test method using Pearson Product Moment Correlation
~ (PPMQ). Statistic reliability coefficlent of 0.85r was obtained. The data collected were analyzed using
~Inferential statistic of Chi-square (xe) lo test started hypotheses at 0.05 alpha fsvief. The ﬂndfngg rev_aalec;

that funding, sponsorship and government involvement were significant determinants to su?ramabmry 0
:::'q{ vate football clubs in Kwara State. Based on the findings, the S!ud]{ recommends that, funding of football
 elubs should not be left in the hands of private owners alone as there is need for the management to partner
" ‘with other corporate bodies in terms of sponsorship deals while government should allow corporate bodies
| --L? individuals to have a say in the administration of football clubs so as to enhance their sustainability in

~ the league title.

Coy rdl. Management function, sustainability, private football clubs

-

INTRODUCTION

ootball is one of the major sports in the world that unite people together in terms oij entertainrr}-ent
nd competition. Taylor (2010) observed that professional football clubs are service enterprises
"‘ in the business of performance, entertainment and flnapclal profit maklng_. Thq
Siim e ”m’m professional football clubs in Nigeria today has not fulhf gained its ground as nis in
-‘-'mlng to Chiweshe (2014) the sustainability of professional foot!::all club in ngoria
v the corporate bodies or individual is struggling to survive due to the dwindling economy of m
~untrv. The state of Nigerian economy does not encourage an individual to invest .hugg ame
t mon of football club in our local league because, the environment is not

or smooth administration and effective club management in terms of susia_im_lbi_llty __ ‘;ﬂ
bas| (2012) affirmed that the continuous management of professional football clubs 18 -
/in the hands of government which also hampers the creativity and sustainasity &

.

ball clubs in Nigeria. Faleti (2006) observed that, the premier league in Nigeria
 only the ernment which sponsors some mmalmlum ARG g
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JFunchion on Sustainability of Private

iraneform the awnerahip and administration of
\ ' . )

WETHP, ,
WBInment to community based G pubt '“..l:"ql ;::1I;.TulEZ”u:I;:ll:fulnmant
P Balako (2016) affimed that there (8 neet b ol :I_'.'-_T
a8 N'!.ﬂin alook exchange in order (o atimulate economic growti By 6 | {
that will attract private investors and ndiy duals to own football clubs in ng‘rl"f. .!'
ngil‘m today, greater percentaye al our footbhall clubs are owned hy g{]vﬂrnm.q
government and wealthy ndividuals, The ssue of atable funds, unstable -
and acoountability and transpatency has hoon Identified as challenges of su ’J__i-.
football clubws *
Sustainability 1 the act of maintaining (ho oconomie []HIWlh of i '_
sffective management of funds avallable. Salako (2016) Identified the ’O"Q\Nlﬁ
that determine the existence of private football clubs in Nigeria league, the Suae
owner of the club. lack of funds to administer the club, lack of sponsors such Iq
government interference in the administration of the league among others. Howe
ability of private football clubs in Kwara state (s on the verge of decline on yearly D
of the factors that have been identifiod 1
FOr gome years In the study area, private football clubs like, Doyin .j
Stars Football Club, Olutayo Football Club, Diskabog Football Club are some of th
cluba that had folded up as a result of lack of sponsorship, Inadequate fundn'
interferance in the administration of tootball in the study area. |

Qkpara (2014) stressed that, the lssue of sponsorship is critical in the EI’B&OfL
because not all corporate bodies are involved and government's bureaucratic p 0C
NEF operational oversight sometimes hindor the lunding of football club in Nigefi
where government function s inadequate to finance the football clubs, the clubs f
that may down play their efforts in building tormidable te ,
the private sector is allowed 1o assist in ¢
(Abasi, 2012).

Adesoye, Qgunsanwo and Iblloye (2006) affirmod that funding of sports
managing football clubs is a major issue that requires serious hinking tet
of funds are key factors that determined the nllr:luirmhiluy of iDGtg I F; bs
because without funds it will be difficult for the management of s i SIS
of the club. However funds are necess Jnent of such football clubs

ary for the provision of or
' b VILE 10
management and planning in the area of administration of 1{,{%__1:[“" Btl)ementa

orference | : o
of professional football in a country often leads 1o shasen Ce Inthe organization a

league. Government intervention in the area of olections iln?'b?hliles among thi y
often serve as hindrance to effective club Mmanagemen 0 1he board of Niger

"hent that may lead to

HEIVEe ar A means l

ams that could win tourn
ponsorship deal that would save the team

clubs are folding up.

L5 oL TDRSREED B foctball olubs in the leagyg |s
. a8 -:-:,': _ e | L Wlmlnci. SII'IQ.
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~ date, while private football clubs rein for a while and later folded up due to huge amount of money
" required to fund the clubs, lack of sponsorship and government policy and involvement. However

some of the affected football clubs in the study area are, Kwara stars Doyin football club Diskabog
~ football club and Olutayo F.C. while the only surviving professional football club in Kwara state,
~ Kwara Bombers which metamorphosed to Kwara United Football Club is still in existence till today.

- This research therefore investigated the role of management function on sustainability of private
- football club in Kwara State.

- OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
is study was specifically meant to:

al.

i. investigate the role of funding on sustainability of private own football club in Kwara State.

ii. evaluate the role of sponsorship on sustainability of private own football club in Kwara State.

:*'- iii. examined the role of government involvement on sustainability of private own football club in
i y Kwara State.

HYPOTHESES

i Funding of clubs will not play a significant role on sustainability of private football club in Kwara
28 State.

Sponsorship will not play a significant role on sustainability of private football clubs in Kwara
State.

Government involvement will not play 2 significant role on sustainability of private football club in
Kwara State.

. : for the study was descriptive research of survey type. The population

iy nge ;g?sta;:gt f:otball referees, 10 football club managers and 60 registered footba::

e within the study area. Stratified, purposive and random sampling techniques were used

| sample for the study. Purposively 5 management staff of Abubakar Bl Su Eed
., and 5 management staff of Kwara United Football Club were sampled, 40 register

| coaches were randomly selected, while 50 football referaeswemmndanlgsdectedmmugh

s R test exercise in Kwara State stadium. The instrument for the
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.square analysis on the ro

Role of Management Fun
le of funding on sustainability of pnvm

ction on Sustainability of Private Foo

- tal |Cal [df ¢
X A%
value |
Adcuale funding of professional | (10.75)| (1275) | (43.5) | (3) | 100 | .
football club on yearly basis would | 2p 10 40 | 30 I
only sustain the club for a while in : .
the league - 1 | i
2 |Huge amount of money required  |(10.75)| (12.75) | (43.5) | (33) | 100 P
to finance private own football club 5 15 50 30 1
In the league usually enhance the
| sustainability of the football club 13
| to exist for a long period of time in < o i ﬁ
their respective league campaign | - .
I3. | Financial analysis through ade- (10.75)| (12.75 | (43.5) | (33) | 100 F
private bodies has really hinderec | A
the sustainability of such club | |
4. |Financial analysis of a football club |(10.75)] (12.75) | (435) | (33) | 100
| | on yearly basis usually determined | g 12 48 | 32 n
the sustainability of private own | | ‘ 1
| |football club in the league | | ;_
| [ColumnTotal 43 | 51 | 174 | 132 | 400 E
P<0.05

Table one revealed the calculated (x°) value of 17 ?9 and critical (x°) value of 1 6 ‘
freedom at 0.05 alpha level, since the calculated x° value is greater than the critice
the null hypothesis is hereby rejected. This implies that funding of football club p

role on sustainability of private football clubs in Kwara state.

Hypothesis Two: Sponsorship will not play a significant

Table 2: Chi-square (xX*)

football club
gy Ml A D SD | Total
Private own football club can only sustained for 9 ~
a longer period of time in the league title if they (1 5) 133) | (41.75) [ (35.75) | 100
a a SpONsSOrs iC 10 40 35 ll
2. |Private owned football club often dislike wmpany 9) (1335 m

to sponsored the club because of the believe tnzt | 75) [ (35.75) | 100
modubmmMaﬂyhuaddemayhmdar 17 60 20
their sustainability in the le
analemwdfoothaﬂdubnﬂenlhtogofor

in Kwara state.

role on sustainability of p 4

analysis on the role of SPonsorship on sustainability of g

..........
i s '-’.-..'.E.II—.._"‘. . ‘.
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Table two shows the calculated (x°) v‘alue of 39.40 and the critical (x%) value of 16.92 with 9 degree
of freedom at 0.05 alpha level, since the calculated x? value is greater than the critical x% value, the
aull hypothesis is hereby re]ecled.-r"lf‘hls implies that sponsorship of football club play a significant
role on sustainability of private foo}b?IJ club in Kwara state.

Hypothesis three: Government involvement will not play a significant role on sustainability of private
| football club in Kwara state. » =

Table 3: Chi-square (X°) analysiélon government involvement role on sustainability of

private football club
| ITEMS [ SA A D | SD |Total| Calx’| df | Crit. | Dec.
value X2
- | | | | | | value
1. | Government involvement in the af- (12.25) | (15.25) | (41.5) | (31) 100
fair of administration of professional 19 11 33 | 37 9
football usually enhance the sustain-
ability of private own football club in
the league | | |
2. FGDVEﬁmant involvement in the affair | (12.25) | (15.25) (41.5) | (31) | 100
of football management usually en- 10 20 | 40 | %0 3
courage private bodies and other phi- g
lanthropist who owned football club in < = 2
the league to sustained the club for a 3 | s |8
long time A
T__ﬁg-emﬁwemnvolvement in the orga- | (12.25) | (15.25) | (41.5) | (31) | 100 g
nization of professional football club 15 17 43 25 |
often discourage prl:vate ﬁm:n football
| club in the league through tax o T
4 TSustainability of private own foot- | (12:29) (15.25) | (41.5) (22) 1 | |
ball club in the league can only be yars 13 50 |
strengthening through the government | l | |
interference In the administration of

ihe professiona leage F i e e | | [ |

Column Total
P < 0.05

o of 22.24 and the critical (x°) value of 16.92 with 9

2 yalue is greater than the critical %*:
R, ha level, since the calculated x™ value IS greer o Y
et:; f;i:d:;::tagé?: l:“;ereby- rejected. This implies that government involvement playgsl a

ink a state.
fnitino | ' of private football club in Kwara sta
Jnit a,nt role on sustainablllty orp | , _

- ibhys
" Table three indicates the calculated (x) valu

L
e

e 3 :: e : | . *-i_. - o X e : _ . jr.-u"'-..---,; .
atate. This result talligd with the view ires huge amount of money from individua
et TS ﬂm viloy

ML AL g
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ont Function on Sustainability of Private Footh
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- Role of Managerm _1
F! club in the study area. This result suppOﬁEd the findings of Okps
e o mportant in the area of club |
med that the issue of sponsorship is very Importd okl
nership of the club. Effective sponsorship by individuals ar:]d corqorate _.
football club to successfully run the affair of club for a long period of t'm?' S'm_“

- stressed that sponsorship usually assist private football c!ub t.o sustain their
league for a long time. The author further stressed that, @ situation where governm
inadequate to finance the football club, the club face ::hallengts-:eT that may down -
building formidable teams that could win tournament provided if the manageme-;
sectors to assist in sponsorship deal that would save the team from relegation.
The findings further shows that government involvement is significant to st

private football clubs in the study area. This result is in line with the view of Iwua
pointed out that government involvement in football administration of private owne:
enhance effective sustainability of football club in Nigeria league. Similarly Razano (2
that government involvement in the organization and administration of private fo i
country often leads to seasonal disputes among the stakeholders in the league, gove
vention in the area of elections into the board of Nigeria National league usually diset
bodies and cooperation organization to get involved in the ownership of professior
Nigeria.

CONCLUSION 2
Based on the findings, this study concludes that funding, sponsorship and governmer
are vital to sustainability of private football clubs in the study area, this necessitaté
holders are to focus on these factors if private football clubs are to flourish.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made:

1. All stakeholders in football management should partner with private club
fund raising, donation of sports equipment, selling of club souvenirs and shares
assisting in raising funds. =

2. Private football club owners should partner with corporate bodies, individuals by ADp!
to serve as their boards so as to support them in the area of transport, paymer t of
players allowance. it

3. Government should allow corporate bodies and individy

als to be involved in the adr
football clubs and players 0 as t0 enhance sustainapjl; a

ty of private football club.
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