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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE SYLLABLE AND SOUND SYSTEM OF STANDARD YORUBA
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Abstract

This paper presents the phonology of Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect with the main objective
of finding the area of convergence and divergence in the distribution of their phonemic segments
s well as the syllable structure. In essence, the study examines the syllable and sound system in
the two speech forms with a view to finding the similarities and differences between them. The
esearch methodology adopted for this study is the comparative study. The theoretical framework
dopted is the taxonomic phonemics. The thrust of this theory is speech sound identification and
e function accorded the segments. This approach makes for what individual languages attest in
orms of sounds. In doing this, so many theoretical tools are used to determine status of segments.
The sounds so identified, according to the theory impact immensely on acquisition, speech error
and foreign accent. The data for the study were collected from the native speakers of the language
nd the dialect under consideration. The research instrument used is the Ibadan four hundred
ordlist of basic items. We discovered that there are some sounds in Standard Yoribad which are
not attested in Onko Dialect. Also, the phonological constraints imposed on their distribution
sccount for the difference in the accent of the speakers. The study concluded that the area of
convergence between Standard Yorubd and Onko dialect is more than the area of divergence,
hich further established the language-dialect relationship. The study therefore recommended a
similar linguistic research on other dialects of the language.

Keywords: Convergence, Divergence, Sound systen, Syllable, Onkd Dialect, Standard Yoruba

‘ 11 Introduction

The concept of convergence and divergence can be defined as the increase and decrease in similarity
between dialects. (Crystal 1985, p. 74) defines convergence as a process of dialect change in which the
dialect becomes more like each other and divergence as a process of dialect change in which a dialect
becomes less like another (Crystal, 1985, p-100). The process of divergence happens in the absence of
geographical and social link between the populations within a speech community, while convergence
involves the linguistic unification, divergence is the amount of linguistic diversification.

Phonology is a“branch of linguistics that studies the systematic organization of sounds in
language. It is concerned with the ways in which speech sounds form systems and patterns in human
"-language. Phonology studies the speech sound that have been identified and studied with a view to

establishing their function and distributional patterns.

The aim of this paper is t0 examine the phonology of Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect with
the objective of finding the area of convergence and divergence between the language and its

281
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dialect.This paper limits its area of study to Iwajowa Local Government Area because it has gre: '

deviation in the aspects of segmental features compared with that of Standard Yoriib4.
1.1.1  Yoruba language

Yorubé is genetically classified as belonging to Kwa sub- -group of Niger-Congo (Greenbe

1963).Yoruba has numerous dialects spoken in different areas of ngerla Within Nigeria the languas

is spoken in the areas of Qyd, Ogin, Ondé, Osun, Kwara, Lagos, Ekiti, Ed6 and the western part
Kogi State. There are other dialects found all over West Africa. In the Republic of Benin, Yo
dialects include Ketu, Nago, lje, Ajase, Idaitsa, Tsabe; while Ana and Itsa are two of the dialects fe
in Togo. Some Yoruba dialects are also found in the African Diaspora, especially the Caribbean. T

dialect of Yorub4 used in Brazil is called Nago, while the one used in Cuba is referred to as Lucums

Bamgbose (1966) says “Yoruba is a dialect continuum including several distinct dialects™
estimates of the total number of Yoruba dialects vary from twelve to twenty-six (Adetugbo, 1982
Oyelaran, 1978). The speakers of these dialects are referred to by their sub-group labels. Researd!

used many parameters to classifyYoruba dialects chief among them are: sociological and linguss
evidence.

However, Adetugbo (1967) classifies Yoruba dialects into three major dialect areas:

(a) South-East Yoruba (SEY): Ikle, Ondé, Qwo, Remo, jebi, Epé.
(b) Central Yorubé (CY): Ijésha, Ife, Ekiti, Akaré, Efon, la.
(¢) North-West Yoruba (NWY): Shaki, Ogbomoshé, Qyé, Osun, Tbadan.

1.1.2  Onko Dialect

Oke-Ogiin is the homeland of the Onko dialect speakers in Qyo State, it is located on the northern
of Qy¢ State. It compnses ten Local Government Areas which are: Irépg, Iséyin, Kajola, Saki ¥
Saki East, Itt;s1waju Iwajowa, Qlorunsogo, Oreldpé and Atisbo.

Oyelaran (1978) and Adetugbo (1967 and 1982) divide the Yoruba dialects into three o
linguistic groups viz: North-western Yoruba (NWY), South-eastern Yoruiba (SEY) and Central Y
(CY). By their classification, the Onko dialect is classified under North-western Yoruba.

2.1 Theoretical Framework

There are several phonological theories namely, lexical, metrical, stratificational, optimality ar
others. However, the work adopted taxonomic phonemics because of the focus of this work.

2.1.1 Taxonomic Phonemics

Taxonomic phoﬁ%nﬁcs is the oldest theoretical orientation in phonological study. In other words
predates the current theories of phonology. The thrust of this theory is the identification of soun
language (Oyebade, 2008, p.3). The theory further states that even though two or more languages
share the same number of sounds the use to which to which they put them may differ. Also, the f:
of sounds these sounds have may vary depending on the phonological constraints of the sounds.
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f a sound is distinctive, allophonic or analogous, some theoretical tools were
ution, free variation, minimal pair or

introduced by the theory namely, complementary distrib
sive, the judgement is that they

analogous environment. For example, if two sounds are mutually exclu
belong to the same class of sounds; however, if they share the same distributional pattern they are

To show 1

distinctive.
se the speech forms under study particularly Onkod

lect unique. For example, an Onko
d in the SY and OD, the pattern of
honemics set out

Taxonomic phonemics is favoured becau
ds which make the speakers of the dia

4 “fire’ as iné. While [a] is atteste
This among others is what classical or taxonomic p

dialect manifests some soun
dialect speaker will pronounce in
distribution of this sound differs.
to do in language.

Further still, distinctive sounds having been so
a lager level, meaningful words. The sounds soO

udged are the major components of the syllable

and at identified are determined through their
occurrence in syllables.
8.1 The Sound System of Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect

3.1.1 The Consonant System
of the air coming from the lungs.

Consonants are sounds produce
Yusuf (2010, p.19) describes consonants as sounds produced by obstructing the air flow totally or
18 consonants attested in the language and the

partially at some point in the oral tract. There are
dialect under investigation. The obvious difference at the point is that while Standard Yoruba (SY

henceforth) has voiceless palatal-alveolar fricative [f] Onko dialect has voiceless palatal-alveolar
affricate [tf] . The chart is presented in table { %

andard Yoruba and and Onko dialect consonant table

d with little or total blockage

Table. 1 St
Bilabial | Labial Alveolar | Palatal 3 Palatal | Velar Labial Glo_ttal!—‘
Dental Alveolar Velar
W/ ty,0d |k g |kp gb —
Frricative F —S'——_ Q)] s o T
Affricate ‘ ® %
Nasal m \ n TEYa
Lateral e \ 1
Trill ‘ ro
vApproximant \ ] w
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“(13a)  Standard Yoruba .
Word initial Medial position Word Final
[igo] ‘bottle’ [ogiri] ‘wall’ ‘ [ori] ‘shell butter’
[€lo] ‘ingredient’ [ilera] ‘good health’ [ole] ‘thief’

3.1.2. Distribution of the Consonants

Consonants can occur in different positions in a word in languages. They can occur in word-initial [Ewa] ‘b
positon, word-medial positon and word-final position. In Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect, consonant i
can occur only in word-initial position and word-medial position, they don’t occur in word-final [dsa]
position. Example (12) shows the phonotactic constraint imposed on the distribution of consonants as [akpo]
exemplified by voiced alveolar stop in Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect: [okita]
(12a) Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect (b) Ok
Word initial Word isi
[dé] ‘cover’ [dané] ‘cook’ [im5] “m¢
[di] “fry’ [d5] ‘sweet’ fewé] 1
Medial position [omi] 3
[add] ‘cutlass’[adé] ‘bat’ [¢hu] °f
[adé] ‘crown’ [odo] ‘river’ [pm3] ¢
3.1.2 Vowel System [an£] %
Yusuf (2010, p.31) says “Vowels are sounds produced with very little obstruction to the air passage in - [ifu] “w
the vocal tract. None of the articulators come close enough to impede air flow”. Standard Y oruba attests

seven oral vowels and five nasals; Onko Dialect attests seven oral vowels and four nasals.

fig. 2 oral and nasal vowels of Standard Yoritba and Onko Dialect

front back .
high 11 du
mid high 5 0
m1d low \\ \ 3.3
a (3)

3.1.3. Distributions of the Vowels

All oral vowels except [u] in Standard Yorubé and OnkoDialect can occur in word-initial positic
word-medial position and word-final position. [u] can only occur in word word-medial and woré-
final positions. Examptes in (13):
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[olﬁko'] ‘teacher’ [awodi] “kite’ [ago] ‘clock’
[twa] ‘beans’ [agbéde] ‘blacksmith’ [al€] ‘night’
[odza] ‘market’ [akolé] ‘title’ [aroko] ‘essay’
[akpo] ‘bag/pocket/sack’ [id3égb5] [chin] [ika] ‘wicked’
[okuta] ‘stone’ [ild] ‘town’

(b) Onkd Dialect

Word initialMedial position Word Final

[im3] ‘nose’ [fihg] ‘show’ [obi] ‘kolanut’
[ewe] ‘leaf’ [alejo] ‘visitor’ [pe] ‘call’

[omi] ‘water’ [ndodo] ~ ‘navel’ [jérd] ‘millet’
[¢hu] ‘fear’ [itesd 6hﬁ] ‘sunshine’ [ng€] ‘work’
[om5] ‘breast’ [aaddta]  ‘fifty’ [am3] ‘water pot’
[ane] ‘inlaw’ [gbagbé]  ‘forget’ [afa] ‘eagle’
[iffu] ‘yam’ [ffubu] “fall’

In Standard Yorub4, nasal vowels other than [£] can occur in word-medial and word-final positions,
[£] occurs in word-final positon. Examples in (14a):

(14a) Standard Yoruba

Medial position Word Final
[idzil¢] ‘deep meaning’ [efi] ‘horse’

[okuri] ‘man’ [ikﬁ] ‘stomach’
[kdga] ‘well’ ‘ [ah3] ‘tongue’

' [erako] ‘animal’ [era] ‘meat’

(&) ‘that

In Onkd Dialect, nasal vowels occur in word-medial and word-final positions. Examples in (15b)
(15b) Onko Dialect
Medial position : Word Final
[méjila] ‘eleven’ [df] “fry’
[Ohiir3] ‘dawn’ [sokii] ‘to cry’
[eékf-:né] ‘nail’ [yZ] ‘roast’

[k51¢] ‘kneel down’ [0d5] ‘year’
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(d)

(e)

®

(2

(b)

[
[fu]
[af5]
[fe]
[r]
[eru]
[iru]

[or3]

(c) [a]

[ana]
[ina]
[9na]
[u]
[amu]
[inu]
[emu]
(i]
[iipo]
[1dati]
[oti]
(a]
(era]
[ita]
[erako]
(u]
[ord]

[odii]

A,

3.2 Sounds Substitution

(16) Standard Yoruba
(a)

Onkd Dialect
(4]

[tu] ‘defecate’
[afd] ‘clothe’
[fe]  ‘do’

[ehu] ‘fear’
[ihu] ‘tail’
[5h3] ‘words’
(€]
[ane] ‘in’law’
[in€] ‘cook’
[ong]  ‘road’
[2]
[am3] ‘water pot’
[ind] ‘inside’ ’
[emo]  ‘palmwine’
(1]
[yipo] ‘turn around’
[idati] “dirty’
[oti]  ‘wine’
[e]
[ere] ‘meat’
[ite] “story’
[srék’o] ‘animal’
(3]
[or3] ‘neck’

[6d3] ‘year’
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Some sounds in Standard Yoruba are replaced with another sounds in Ofkd Dialect. Examples in (16):




[kii] (k3] “full’

ote: Onko Dialect attests to [r, a, u, U, 1] sounds.

.Syllable Structure

4 syllable is defined as a unit of pronunciation made up of a cluster of segments defined by sonority
sak (Roca and Johnson, 1999, p.148). The sonority peak is always a vowel, though it is possible for
onsonants such as nasal, lateral and glides to function as sonority peak. All vowels in Standard Yoruba
1d OnkoDialect are capable of constituting the syllable peak. Examples in (17):

o

17a) Standard Yoriba Onkoé Dialect

-

» [i-wa]  ‘character’ [i-m3] ‘nose’ ‘
{J . [o-ri] ‘head’ [o-mi] ‘water’
r | [a-pa]  ‘hand’ [a-ne] ‘in law”
: [e-nuj ‘mouth’ [&-hu] ‘fear’
[e-ti] ‘ear’ [e-wé] ‘leave’
[5-ta] ‘enenmy’ [0-m?d] ‘breast’

. Onko Dialect, the syllabic nasal [n] can constitute the peak at the beginning of words. Examples in (18):

18) [n-lé] ‘house’
[n-1€] ‘ground’
[n-gbé]  ‘feaces’
[n-gba] ‘time’
[n-4€] ‘work’

6. Findings

e findings from this study are listed below: ; : v '

i Standard Yorubé has 18 consonants including the [f] sound but excluding [{] sound while
Onkd dialect has 18 consonants including the [§] sound but excluding the [f] sound.

il. Standard Yoruba has five nasal vowels while Onko dialect has four nasal vowels.

iil. Some sounds in Standard Yoruba are replaced with other sounds in Oﬁk(‘) Dialect.

iv.  Syllabic nasal [n] can constitute the peak at the beginning of wordsin Onko Dialect.

b v In Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect, vowels /e/ and /o/ are nasalized via the deletion of a
preceding nasal vowel occurring at the morpheme boundary. :

. Conclusion ,
is paper examined the phonology of Standard Yoruba and Onko dialect with the objective of finding
area of convergence and divergence between the language and its dialect.It was discovered that

; . 287
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there are some sounds in Standard Yoruba which are replaced for other sounds in Onko Dialect also,
vowels /e/ and /o/ are nasalized via ‘the deletion of a preceding nasal vowel occurring at the morpheme
boundary inStandard Yoruba a}ndOﬁkb dialect. The study concludes that the area of convergence
between Standard Yorubéa and Onko dialect is more than the area of divergence.
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