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ABNTRACT
e sty mwsessed 1loo provessors’ information poeds on parbolling technology, A two-atnje nampling
procedure wan ised (o select 120 rlee processors for the study, Data were colleoted thiough the use of Inferview
schedile, frequenvy counts, percentages, meand mid multiply rogrension analysls, Posuls shawed that the men
ago of tho proovusorn wid 45,0 yeurs mnd 94% werg iirebed with n menn household shzo of 7 persons, fources of
informntion on theo processing wero follow provessors (93,4%), rdio (86.1%), coll phone (K4,77%), w well ni
axtenslon ngonts (34.540), Respondonta Indioatos Information needs on provessing skilla such as drying (M5=

2.49), stoaming (MS=2.51), Information on hyjtlono (Mt= 2.51), marketing lnkago (M8= 2.39), de-stoning

(M= 2,000 and milling (M8= 2.31), foviltn of represslon sunlysly Indicate o slgnificant nnd positive
relationship betwoen educatlon ((1=0.400,) yeari of experlence ((1=0.024,) frequency of extenslon contact
(1=0,028), Income (P=0.067) ni Information needs, The study conclides it hero wan Information gap In rice
provesshigg and eoommends (hat adequato and tmely Information hould be digseminated theough the right
sovree on lmproved parholling technology and should be targetod at (ho [dentified Information needa for better

[mproved quality of tlee.
Keywards; Parholting technology, Information necds, rlos provensors

In many countrles, This s ns n result of the
aitributes of local rice which enmed its nume by
chnneteristica nuch na partly burnl rlce, discolored
or broken, presence of stones and chalkiness, This
fau # negative Impiet on the country’s economny
and the livelihood of the local farmers,

Information Ju n keoy to success and has
been generally nceepted as an Important resource
for Individual growth and survival, [t in the
cenllzation of the place of Information In goal's
aitalnment (hat recently gave It the position of the
fiih fuctor of production, In nyricullure  for
exnmple, now informution nnd knowledge can fucl
adoption of Innovation and increase productivity.
There In n link between agriculture and processing,

jin way throughout Nigerin imformution cian be considered ua the bridge that
Parboillng fs 0 woll-developed pro-milling connects the  two  togother  Knowledpe and
treatment (o nchiove the maximum revovery of total Information #re basie Ingredients for increased
hend tlee In rles milling and to minimize the ngricultursl  production and productivity, It iy
brenknge, Moro thig 1000 yonri ngo parholling wii ngninat this buekgeound that Hossnin (199%) quoted
dono i simple clay pots to improve shelf lifel and fn Opara (200H) noted that communication of
resistance  agalnat  Inwects— (Joachim, 2001). ngricultural information s n vital factor in the
Parbolling of paddy Iu dono in threo steps, Sonking, chiange  process of  the farming  community.
Steaming  aml - Drying, Sonklng  monny paddy Therefore, information in a critical resource in the
penetraten Into water, Most delecty thit oceur to the operation and  manugement of the ngricultural
rice duting  transportation, harvesting and  twun- enterprise,  Purthermore, accens (o the right
drylng aro eliminated during the parboiling procent information at the right time and from the right
(Igathinnthene et al, 2005), Thorelore, milling wource, may vhifl the balnce between succesy ind
paddy without prrbolling rewlty in rlco that Iy fallure of farmers, Farmers must have access o
dovoid of these nutrienty (Palva ef al., 2015), Thevo Information about new fechnologics before they
deslrablo qualities of parbolled rlce muke it n cnn conslder adopting them, According w the
highly demund product worldwide, particularly in International Finance Corporation (1FC) (2010),
countrles sueh ay Nigerin, Indin, laly, Turkey, necess to quality Information, technical assistance
USA and Dangladesh (Patindol et al., 2008). and extenwion vervices s a critical factor [ or
Denpite the hugs amount of paddy produce In successful smallholder production and adoption.
Nigerla, it's slill ono of the lending importern of The main of objective of this work in to assoss the
parboiled  rice  (JEET,2015), Paddy  parbolling level of Information needs among tice processors.

rematny problematic despito ity well entnblishment

INTRODUCTION

Rice, oryza sativa b n staplo food 1o moro
(i of the world's population and about halt of tho
world's paddy is parboiled (Mish et al 200H),
There hiw been i steady Incronno [n rive production
and consumption in Nigerla (Tmolehin and Winda
20000, ‘This produetion Incrone haw not been
erouph 1o meet the demand of (he over-Inerensing
population  of  Nlgerln,  Nigerin v making
Improvements  to - mako loeally — grown nnd
processed tleo more palatablo and moro nuteitious,
Among the lmprovements (that hay boing proven to
be very elfoctive and chenp s Improved parbolling
method, This haw been widely adopted mmong loeal
processors n wost Alrlea which In nlowly making
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The npecific objectives of thix research are to:
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describe the socioeconomic characteristics of
women rice processors in the study area, Identify
the sources of information of respondents. assess
the information needs on improved parboiling
method

The hypothesis of the study was stated
that there is no significant relationship between
socioeconomic characteristics of rice processors in
Kwara state and the information needs of rice
Pprocessors.

METHODOLOGY

This study was carried out in Kwara state,
Nigeria. Its capital is Ilorin. A Three stage
sampling procedure was used to select 120
respondents used for the study. Data was collected

through the use of structured interview, The
independent variables were the socioeconomic
characteristics of the respondents such as age,
gender, religion, etc. The dependent variable is the
level of use of information needs among rice
processors in Kwara state and it was measured on a
(3) three-point Likert scale of :(a) Highly needed
(3) (b) moderately needed (2) (c) not nceded at all

m

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Socloeconomic characteristics

This section discusses the sociocconomic
characteristics of the respondents. The results are as
summarized in Table 1.

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents According to thelr Socioeconomic Characteristics

Variables Frequency Percentages Mean SD
Age (In years)
<30 29 24.2 42.8 12.8
31-40 32 26.7
41-50 26 21.7
51-60 22 18.3
>60 11 9.1
Marital status
Married 113 94.2
Widowed 7 5.8
Years of Formal Education
0 47 392
1-6 62 51.7 10.9 1.1
7-12 11 9.1
>12 0 0
Household size(person)
1-3 2 1.7
4-6 36 30.0 9.3 1.4
7-9 57 47.5
>9 25 20.8
Experience of rice parboiling (Years)
<5 12 10.0
6-15 42 35.0 18.8 10.2
16-25 39 32.5
>25 27 22.5
Income ()
< 500,000 10 8.3
500,001-7500,000 20 16.7 1,033,400 367,871
750,001-1,000,000 41 34.2
>1,000,000 49 40.8

Source: Field Survey, 2020

Results presented in Table 1 shows that
the mean age of the respondents was 42.79 years
which implies that most of these women are of
older generation. This is in line with the findings of
Morris and Venkatesh (2000) that states that age
differences influence the decision to adopt new
technology as the younger generation finds it easier
to adopt new technology compared to the older
generation 94.2% of the respondents were married
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with 51.7% had primary education. Also, result
shows that the average years of processing
experience was 18.8 years with an average annual
income of ¥1,033,400. This result agrees with the
findings of Sennugga e al 2020 that adoption of
improved agricultural technologies has been
associated with higher earnings and lower poverty,
improved nutritional status, lower staple food
prices.
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Table 2: Distribution of respondents hased un sources of Infurmntinn

“Sources of Information Frequency  Fereentags

Mobilz phones 124 At

Television 10 0.0

Fellow processors 141 YIA

Radio 130 #h.1

News paper 6 39

Extension agents 51 354

Maogazine 2 1.3

Internet 12 19

Source: Field Survey, 2020

Results in table 2 shows that the use of
mobile phones to get information is common
among the rice processors with a percentage of
84.7%, followed by Radio (86.1%) next to it Is

wny tet dmpressive, Thess avnilabls vriress A
Infotmation ats expested o bs safficiont I
ncquiring infuttnation necessacy fof ries gressssioy
if ey are relisbly aderuate, This pesalt s

extension agents (35.8%). Extension agents” effort

Table 3: Level of Informatlon needs of rice processory on Improved parbolling teehinology in Knars

supipotted by € Muaku ef al (#/17%)

piste,
Hemark

[afattnation, A peesied

Iafurmation, neA resded
Irformation Hesderd
Infurmatiom HesrdlerA
[nfotmation esderd
Infotrmation ressied
Infesrenation niessied

Processing Not Needed Moderately Highly ~ Mean
F (%) needed Needed  flenrs
Y (%) V(%)_ .
Washing of the raw paddy  61(50.5) 35(29.2) 24(20.0) 170
Soaking 70(58.3) 50(41.7) 0(0.0) 1.57
Adequate Steaming 20(16.6) 35(29.5) 65(54.2) 2.51
Proper hygienc 26(21.6) 31(25.%) 7300.8) 2.51
Market linkage 31(25.8) 39(32.5) 50(41.6) 2.14
De-stoning 2%(23.3) 47(39.1) 45(37.5) 2.09
Milling 25(20.8) 33(27.5) 62051,7) 231

Source: Survey, 2020

Table 3 shows that rice processors
expressed strong desire for more information on
adequate steaming of paddy and proper hygicne
(MS- 2.51) respectively followed information on

milling (MS&= 2.31) next o it is market linkage
(M8-2.18) There is low need for information on Ge-
stoning, washing of paddy and vraking

Table 4: Result of multiple regresslon analysls of some selected wocloeconomlic characteristics and

{nformation needs on rice pr

ocesslng

Unstandardized Coefflclents

p Std. Error t-value Siz.
(Constant) 1.666 0.243 5.49% 0.5/4)
Age 0,009 0,006 -1.601 0.112
Sex -0.004 0.096 -0.046 0.963
HH size 0.005 0015 0.34% 0.72%
Education 0.400* 0,062 -2.575 0.001
Experience 0.024° 0.071 0.546 0.000
Income 0.067* 0.044 5.539 0.000
Extension contact 0.028* 0.118 -4.074 0.0%4)

Source: Field Survey, 2020

Significant at p<0.05 R=0.532, R’=0.283,
Adjusted R?=0.240, P<0.05

Results presented in table 4 show the
multiple regression  analysis  between  some
wcioeconomic  characteristics and  Jevel of
information needs on rice processing. At P<0.05,
years of formal education (0.400) positively
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influenced the level of information needs cn nce
processing. Also, annual income realized from rice
processing (0.067), years of experience (0.024),
and contact with extension (0.028) positively
influenced the level of information needs ca nce
processing. Increase in the number of extension
contacts will make the level of information peeds
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increase. This finding is consistent with repert of

Kayode e af (2019).

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The sources of informatica explored by
the respondents were mobile phoges, fellow
processors,  radio  and  extension  ageats.
[aformatica peeded were most crucial m; adequate
stezmmg, proper hygiepe, market linkage, de-
stoaizg and milling of paddy rice. Adequate ard
timely informatien should be disseminated through
the gppropnzte sowrce such as extension ageats,
research imsutute and other relevant agencies oa
improved parboiling methods a2rd should be
targeted at the identified information pexds for
better improved quality of rice.
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