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mother of Dawood died after a brief illness, Dawood and his siblings found
succour in their step mothers for motherly care and affection.

Educational Background
The young Dawood started learning Quran in his uncle’s school. Shaykh Ahmad
Tijani, who was the first to train him the knowledge of reading and writing in
Arabic in his Quranic School. Few years later, he joined his uncle, Alhaji
Muhammad Jamiu Abdul Qadir, for advanced Arabic studies, where he learnt
Ilimi. He read and mastered Arabic texts and became exposed to Arabic literature

among others.

Dawood Ahmad and his cousin, Dende Ibrahim, who is the current Chief
Imam of Ansar-ud-deen Central Mosque, Ede, enrolled and admitted in 1954 at
the Young Tajudeen Primary School Ojoro, Ede. Their father's quest for
knowledge compelled him to engage private teacher for his children. The efforts
of Mr. Amusan, their private teacher, motivated them to excel in the second term
examination which they had few weeks to prepare for. This feat earned them
double promotions and they completed primary school education within three
years. Dawood Ahmad and Dende Ibrahim and one other pupil made distinctions
out of the class of thirty-one students during the primary school leaving certificate
examination they sat for in 1957. The two could not attend secondary school for
fear of conversion to Christianity and partly for lack of financial wherewithal.
"I"’hqy both had to work as teachers in their Alma mater. Dawood Adekilekun sat
for West African School Certificate Examination both ordinary and advance level
in 1975 and passed both with distinctions even without formal secondary school
his enabled him to secure admission into the University of Ibadan in
read Arabic Language and Literature. He distinguished himself
' _obtained B.A Honours certificate with First Class
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