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Abstract
Many factors determine the economics and social development levels of any nation. Language education as one of these factors, significantly contributes to human capital which is essential in socio-economic development. This study examined Arabic Language Teachers' view on the roles of Arabic language education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate. All teachers teaching Arabic constituted the total population of the study. The purposive sampling technique was used to select 100 teachers in Ilorin emirate as the sample. A researcher’s designed questionnaire titled “Arabic Teacher” views on the Roles of Arabic Language Education in Socio-economics Development” was used to elicit data from the respondents. two research questions and two hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. Face and content validity of the instrument used was done by two exports, and test-retest method was employed to ascertain the reliability of the instrument within an interval of three weeks. A reliability co-efficient of 0.76 was obtained. The data collected were analysed using percentage for bio-data, Mean score to answer research questions. Hypotheses 1 and 2 were tested using t-test and ANOVA respectively. It was revealed that, Arabic Education facilitates sustainability of socio-economic values of Ilorin Emirate and plays a significant role in establishing international business relation with Arabian countries thereby improving socio-economy of the Emirate. It was recommended among others, that job opportunities in public offices be given to speakers of Arabic in the Emirate to aid and strengthen bilateral relation with Arabian countries.
Keywords: Arabic Language Education, Arabic teachers’ views, socio-economic development   
       and Ilorin Emirate.






Introduction 
One of the factors that determine the economic and social development level of any nations or countries is the developments in human capital. There are two main components of human capital being education and health. Education Influences individuals, society and development level of a country as a result of positive externalities it creates. The formation of human capital requires education in the first place. Be it for economic growth and the formation of human capital required by economic development or raised inquisitive and creative human resources that information society requires, education ranks on top of things to be prioritized by any country. Today, it is commonly believed that it is necessary to place education into a central role for economic development and the long term and regular investment in human capital will have positive effects on economic and social development.
Education is a process by which the mind of human being develops through learning at homes, streets, religious institutions like mosques, churches, schools and colleges or universities. It is also a process whereby a person develops attitudes and abilities that are considered to have value and relevance in the society. It is the best legacy a nation can give to her citizens especially the youth. Every nation hoping to have bright future needs to emphasis education because it is the only way to much development. Yusuf and Al-Banawi (2013) noted that education must be considered as a key investment in modern economies because, as previously seen within the framework of a knowledge-based economy, there are strong and positive correlations between economic activity and education in explaining economic growth. Asiru (2014) stated that education is a catalyst to the development of individuals, society and the nation as a whole. Dagbo (2014) also opined that education is an important tool for social growth, development and interaction of all elements in the society for its economics, social and political well-being. Olayanju (2014) posited that education plays a critical role in human capacity building and skills acquisition. Arabic language has fulfilled the above assertion in the Ilorin Emirate both in the past and present where schools are opened both formal and informal for the people within and out side the emirate to acquired knowledge and help them to fulfill the religious right as well create a good source of income for indigenous Arabic scholars. They become employers by establishing Arabic schools and employed Arabic specialists, thereby reducing the rate of unemployment in the emirate.

There are many studies that analyze the relationship between education and economic development and growth. It is possible to date the views that suggest man power in an active capital in economic growth back to mercantilism and classical school. As bowman (1966) suggested, mercantilists gave importance to man power. They stated that the education is the key element of development and drew attention to the importance of educated merchants for countries. Smith (1776), the founder of economics introduced some statements that form the basis of the relations between education and economic development. He then suggested that the primary elements and the sources of well being of nations is quality labour. He emphasized the relation between capital formation and savings as important determiners of economic development. How educational resources will be provided and utilized has been discussed by all classical economists and all the following economic schools. Nesterova and Sabirianova (1998) stated in their study that classical economics underlined the importance of labour and acquisitions within the definition of capital. R. Malthus, D. Ricardo, N. W. Senior and A. Marshal are more classical economists who focused especially on the relation between education and economic development.
Studies that explain the relation between economic development and human resources quality within the frame work of education agree on the fact that education contributes to the economic development. On the other hand, studies the approach the issue systematically and that analyzed the issue in detail with growth theories stand out with endogenous growth models in the middle of 20th century. In those empirical studies covering the relation between education and growth, following items were used for proxy variable of human capital: the number of students registered for a variety of education levels, schooling rates, literacy rates, the rate of university graduates, and expenditures for education. These studies show that education stands out within human capital among the resources of growth. Some of these studies reported that education has positive impact upon growth and these include; Lucas, 1988; Barro, 1991; Cullison,1993; Lee and Lee, 1995; Zhang and Casagrande, 1998; Asteriou and Agiomirgianakis, 2001; Webber, 2002; Keller, 2006; Pradhan,2009; Tsamadias and Prontzas, 2012; Paradiso et.al., 2013; Mhere et.al., 2013.    
Danmole (2012) opined that the establishment of Ilorin Emirate in the third decade of the nineteenth century was on the most important episodes in the history of what became modern Nigeria.  Its importance lies in the fact that the emirate emerged in the northern axis of the Old Oyo Kingdom with a welter of diverse people in terms of culture and language, although with a substantial Yoruba population who were forged into a polity that became an Emirate within the ambit of the Sokoto Caliphate. The  Emirate was unique because it emerged where the presence of Islam was the least in term of the advent of Islam to modern Nigeria and  the emirate became not only a centre of Islamic learning southwest of the Niger, but also beacon of light to Islam and Muslim in Nigeria till the present time.
Ilorin as a city of Arabic Knowledge is blessed with many scholars in both Arabic and Islamic studies in such a way that there are specialists in various areas of the two subjects. Among the methods they used to carry out their activities are: preaching, teaching, trading and acting as Islamic spiritual doctors.
According to Jawondo (2005) 
The Ilorin Emirate as an administrative entity, has been in
existence from as far back as 1823 (Jawondo,2010.p.117;
Jawondo 2011,p.1043). However, it was formally recognized
in 1832 (Nigeria Gazette, 1952,p.980). In the beginning, it
[bookmark: _GoBack]consisted four different Yoruba speaking natives made up of
412, 873 peoples. The number included 230, 937 Ilorins,
129, 743 Igbominas 24, 115 Ekitis and 28,078 Ibolos. They were
all ruled by Ilorin Emirs for over one hundred years (Nigeria
Gazette, 1952, p.981). Today, the Emirates has been reduced to
five local Government Area (LGAS) including Ilorin west,
Ilorin east, Ilorin south, Asa and Moro with Ilorin metropolis
as the capital (Jawondo, 2011, p.1043). In pursuance of its Islamic
ideas and values, the Emirate emphasizes acquisition of knowledge imparted in Private Arabic schools (PAS), among other educational institutions.
The city is full of cUlama’ i.e. Islamic scholars who teach, or had taught Arabic and Islamic Studies in and outside the city, and this is why the city has been described as a citadel of Arabic and Islamic Knowledge where people troop in to quench their thirst for Islamic scholarship (Oseni, 2006). In order to sustain this cultural value, many Muslim scholars established “Madaaris” (Private Arabic Schools) to expose students to Islamic values and as well boost the socio- economy of the Emirate through the admission being offered to people within and out side the emirate which later contributed to socio-economic development of the area in terms of buying and selling of goods ie. Arabic text books, food stuff and even house rentage and so on, because of the increment in populace. 
Ilorin has been described by many scholars as the center of learning. Infact, Jimoh (2006) published a book in honour of the 11th Emir of Ilorin titled “Ilorin: Centre of Learning”. Because of the fact that many Islamic scholars and clergy men come from Ilorin. Literatures have been written by different scholars both in Arabic and English on the status of the town as far as commercial activities are concerned. However, this piece addressed such issue as it bothered on teachers of Arabic Language views on the roles of Arabic Language education in socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate on which tradition of the town remains till today. However, Ilorin signifies the “beacon” of light for the Yoruba states in learning, teaching and evangelism of Islamic religion.
Many researches have been carried out on religion, politics and even economic status of Ilorin Emirate like Danmole (2012) works on religion, politics and the economy in nineteenth century Ilorin: some reflections. Jimoh (2012) works on the Ilorin Emirate Economy in historical perspective, focusing on the history of Ilorin: the past, present and Ilorin in future.  Ibraheem (2012) works on generating capital for businesses, he focused on bank of industry, bank of agriculture and so on. Tunde (2012) works on available business opportunities in the Emirate considering business opportunities in agriculture and property developoment. To the best knowledge of the researchers none have been done in the area of role of Arabic Language education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate.  
Therefore, the researcher sees a pressing need to investigate the teachers of Arabic view on the roles of Arabic Language education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate.  
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study was to assess the Teachers of Arabic Language view on the roles of Arabic Education in socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate. Specifically, the study is designed to:
a.	find out whether Arabic Education can improve socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate.
b.	find out influence of Arabic Education on socio-economic activities of Ilorin Emirate indigenes.
b.	find out views of Arabic language teacher on the roles of Arabic speakers in the labour market.
c.	find out whether Arabic Education can build business skill in students.
e.	find out if there is any aspect of Arabic language curriculum that exposes the learners to business activities.
Research Questions
The following research questions were answered: 
a. 	what are the contributions of Arabic education in the socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate?
b.	In what way can Arabic Education build entrepreneur skills in students in Ilorin Emirate?
c.	is there any significant difference in the roles play by teachers of Arabic in labour markets in Ilorin Emirate based on gender?
d.	Is there any difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching experience? 
Research Hypotheses
The following hypotheses were tested in the course of this research
 HO1:  There is no significant difference in the roles played by teachers of Arabic in the labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender.   
HO2:  	There is no significant difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions    of Arabic Education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching     Experience.	 
Research Method
Research Type: The research method adopted for this study was a descriptive survey of cross sectional research method which was considered appropriate by the researcher to give systematic description of Teachers of Arabic Language View on the Roles of Arabic Education in socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate. 
Instrument: A researcher designed questionnaire titled “Teachers of Arabic views in Socio-Economic Development in Ilorin Emirate” (TAVSD), was used for the study. The questionnaire was made up of two sections: A and B. Section A of the questionnaire elicits information on the bio-data of the respondents, while section B consisted of 25 items on Teachers of Arabic Language View on the Roles of Arabic Education in socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate structured along a 4-point Likert-type scale of strongly agree, agree, strongly disagree, disagree.
Sample and Sampling Technique
The total population for the study consisted of all teachers teaching Arabic language in Ilorin Emirate, Kwara State, while the target population was all the teachers teaching Arabic language in public schools. Purposive sampling technique was used to select all the one hundred and fifteen (115) teachers teaching Arabic at secondary level in the Emirate as at time of conducting this research. One hundred and twenty (120) questionnaires were administered, some were not returned, some were not properly filled. Therefore, 100 that were properly filled were used for this analysis.  
Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher through 3 researcher assistants administered the questionnaires to all the respondents, each respondent was given a copy of the questionnaire and the questionnaires were collected after a week.
Results 
The data gathered were analyzed using the following procedure: bio-data of the respondents was addressed using frequency counts and percentages, while research question 1 and 2 were answered with mean and standard deviation, research question 3 and 4 with corresponding hypotheses were tested with t-test and ANOVA respectively at 0.05 level of significance. 
Table 1: Distribution of the Respondents by Gender
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
Female
Total
	97
3
100
	97.0 
  3.0
100.0 


Table 1 shows that out of the 100 teachers that participated in the study, ninety-seven (97%) were males, while three (3%) were females. This shows that male teachers are more than female teachers.
Research Question 1: what are the contributions of Arabic education to the socio-economic  
			  development of Ilorin Emirate?

Table 2: Summated Mean of Contributions of Arabic Education to the Socio-economic      
               Development of Ilorin Emirate?
	Poverty Influence 
	Frequency
	Mean
	Standard Deviation 

	Contributions of Arabic education in the socio-economic development 
	
100
	
42.41
	
3.98


Table 2 indicates that 100 respondents participated in this study. Responses to items that sought information on the Contributions of Arabic education in the socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate revealed that Arabic education has positive influence on the socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate, because the benchmark weighted mean score stood at 40 and their weighted mean score is 42.41 which is above the benchmark weighted mean score.
Research Question 2: In what way can Arabic Education build entrepreneur skills in Arabic 
 students in Ilorin Emirate?
Table 3: Summated Mean of how Arabic Education can build Entrepreneur skills in Arabic Students in Ilorin Emirate
	Poverty Influence 
	Frequency
	Mean
	Standard Deviation 

	Ways by which Arabic education can build entrepreneur skills
	
100
	
42.41
	
3.98


Table 3 indicates that 100 respondents participated in this study. Responses to items that sought information on how Arabic education can build entrepreneur skills in the socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate revealed that Arabic education has the capacity to build entrepreneur skills in Arabic students in Ilorin Emirate, because the benchmark weighted mean score stood at 40 and their weighted mean score is 42.41 which is above the benchmark weighted mean score.
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the roles played by teachers of Arabic in the   
labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender.   


Table 4: The t-test Analysis of roles played by teachers of Arabic in the labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender
	Gender
	No
	Mean
	Std.
	df
	Cal.t-Value
	Sig. (2-tailed) 
	Decision

	Male

Female 
	50

50
	42.50

42.50
	4.24

4.24
	
98
	
0.63
	
0.53
	
Accepted


P>0.05
Results on table 4 shows that t-value = 0.63 with p-value = 0.53 > 0.05 alpha level. Since 0.53 is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypothesis one is thus accepted. This indicates that there is no significant difference in the roles played by teachers of Arabic in the labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender.
Hypothesis 2:	There is no significant difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic Education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching Experience
Table 5:  ANOVA summary Table of views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic Education in socio-economic development based on Experiences 
	Source of Variance
	Sum of Square
	Df
	Mean of Square
	F
	Sig.
	Decision

	Between Groups
Within Groups
Total 
	28.886
1537.304
1566.190
	2
97
99
	14.443
15.848
	
0.911
	
0.405
	
Accepted 


p>0.05
Results on table 5 shows that F-value = 0.911 with calculated significant value = 0.405 > 0.05 alpha level. Since 0.405 is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypothesis two is thus accepted. This indicates that there is no significant difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching experience.



Summary of Findings
The major findings of this study revealed that:
1. 	Arabic education has positive influence in the socio-economic development of Ilorin Emirate.
2.	Arabic education has the capacity to build entrepreneur skills in Arabic students in the  Ilorin Emirate.
3.	There is no significant difference in the roles played by teachers of Arabic in the labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender.
[
4.	There is no significant difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching experience.


Discussion

This study analysed the teachers of Arabic Language views on the roles of Arabic Language education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate. The finding of this study revealed that Arabic education facilitates sustainability of socio-cultural values of Ilorin Emirate and can play a significant role in establishing international business relation with Arabian countries. This finding supports that of Tsamadias and Prontzas, (2012) and Paradiso, et.al., (2013) agreed that education has positive impact upon growth. 
Another finding revealed that Arabic education has the capacity to build entrepreneur skills in Arabic students Ilorin Emirate. This finding is in consonance with that of Mhere, et.al., (2013) who formed the basis of the relation between education and economic development. The finding of this study also revealed that there is no significant difference in the roles played by teachers of Arabic in the labour market in Ilorin Emirate based on gender. This finding corroborates that of Donald, Andrew, Ashagre, and Saviour (2013) they found out that there is no significant influence of education on the socio-economic based on gender. This finding is against that of Redman (2003) who found out that gender has significant influence in socio-economic development.

Another finding revealed that there is no significant difference in the views of teachers of Arabic in the contributions of Arabic education in socio-economic development in Ilorin Emirate based on teaching experience. The finding of this study is in the agreement with that of Webber (2002) who found out that experience had a significant effect on economic development.
Recommendations
Based on the research findings, the following recommendations were made:
1. Job opportunities in public offices to be given to speakers of Arabic in the Emirate to aid or strengthen bilateral relation with Arabian countries.
1. Teachers of Arabic should try as much as possible to build entrepreneur skills in Arabic students so as to be self- reliant instead of depending much on government. 
1. Females should be more encouraged to study Arabic Language to create more chance for them in establishing international business relation with Arabian countries and thereby boost the economy of the Emirate
1. Government should empower the proprietor of private Arabic schools in the Emirate by recruiting qualified teachers of Arabic to those Arabic schools who registered with the Kwara State Ministry of Education Human Capital Development if thoroughly we mean development. 
1. Government and traditional rulers at all level in the Emirate should encourage the teaching and learning of Arabic Language for her to maintain the name “centre of learning”   
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