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Introduction

The petroleum industry has continued to play a crucial role in the economic transformatu ..
Nigeria. It remains the hub of the country's economic development accounting for growth and .o
transformation. As it were, the exploration for, and the production of oil and gas have imp.aiti
negatively on the environment of the oil-bearing enclave in Nigeria. Wide scientific consensus sy 1
that there is acute environmental crises in the oil-bearing enclave of the Niger Delta (World Bank 1+
Frynas 1999; Ashton Jones 1998; Human Rights Watch 1999; Aghalino 1999) It is worthwhile to 1.
that this consensus dissipates on the magnitude of environmental degradation and by extension th.
plausible causative factors responsible for the environmental crisis in the region (World Bank 1
Moffat and Linden 1995; shell 1995; Imevbore, 1979, Odu; 1992 1doniboye 1973;).Whil 11,
environmental cost of the prospecting for oil and gas seem to have received some attention, w.im
cannot be said for social and cultural consequences of oil and gas exploration and production on (i«
people of the Niger Delta which is the focus of this paper.

The oil and gas scene in the Niger Delta

From a relative insignificant level of 20,000 barrels per day (bpd) in 1960 the production of oil peak i
at 2,000,000 in the year 2000. The rise in production of oil in Nigeria was not revolutionary. Rathee
was gradual and linear. From a somewhat high watershed in 1974 and 1979, there was a fJll
production in 1980(Table | below is succinct enough on this trend.

In order to positively induce increase in the production of oil in Nigeria, the Federal Governnuii
introduced a mouth-watering Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between her and the nu
oil companies in 1991 (Shell 1990). It would appear that the memorandum (MOU) was so appealiny: 1+
the oil majors that there was marked investment in the up stream sector of the oil industry in spilc 1
the fact that this period witnessed a high wave of political instability (Frynas, 1998; Frynas, /0t
Detheridge and People {Shell 1998).

The magnitude of the increase in the productive capacity of the oil firms could be seen in the f.u1
that between 1992 and 1997, the number of producing oil wells in Nigeria rose radically from 1701 1.
2251 (OPEC Annual Statistical Bulletin, 1997 and 1998). In the same vein, Nigeria's oil production 1c
from 1,950 {bpd) to 2,285 bpd.
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TABLE 1: Nigeria Crude Oil Production, 1958-1997

Year Productionin | % Share of World:| Year | Productio | % Share
{1000 bdp) total n 1000 world
19588 5 0.03 1978 1895 | 3.01
1959 10 0.05 1929 | 2,300 3.50
19601 20 009 1980 | 2.055 3.28
1961 55 0.023 1981 | 1.440 243
1962 70 0.27 1982 1.285 2.25
19631 75 0.27 1983 1.235 2.18
1964 120 0.41 1984 | 1390 241
1965 275 0.87 1985 | 1.500 2.61
1966 420 1.22 1986 | 1.465 242
1967 320 0.87 1987 1.325 2.18
19681 145 0.36 1988 | 1445 228
1969 540 1.23 1989 | 1.715 2.67
1970 1,085 2.25 1990 1810 2.75
1971 1,530 3.01 1991 1,890 2.89
1972 1.815 3.39 1992 | 1,950 2.97
1973 2.055 3.51 1993 1.98% 3.01
19741 2.260 3.86 1994 1.990 2.97
19751 1.785 3.20 1995 | 2000 | 295 |
19761 2.065 3.44 1996 | 2.150 3.09
1977 2,085 333 | 1997 | 2285 3.16

Source: Frynas, J G (1999) Oil in Nigeria Conflict and Litigation between Qil Companies and Host Communities
{London: Transaction Publishers.

From table 1, it is clear that Nigeria's share of the world's crude oil production appreciated from 0.03per
cent in 1958 to 0.09 percent in 1960. There seem to be a marked rise in the production of crude oil in Nigeria
as from 1969 when production rose from 1. 23 per cent to 2.25 in 1970 and 3.86 per cent in 1974. There was
a fall in the country's production of oil to a bout 2.18 percent in 1983 and 1987, rising to 3.16 in 1997.

Apart from oil, natural gas production is becoming: significant in Nigeria. In international comparison
however, production of gas in Nigeria is relatively minute. For example, in 1997 the quantity of gas
produced in Nigeria was about 4.3 million tones (oil equivalent). This translates to about 30 million barrels
of crude oil. (Frynas, 2000; Eghre and Omole 1999; Okoroji, 1996). However, there has been an upsurge
In investment in gas related projects in Nigeria. This is attested to by the completion and commissioning of
the liquefied natural gas(LNG) plant in Bonny and other on-going construction of a number of gas plants. In
the first one year of its operation, the $508 billion Bonny LNG plant has exported three million tones of
liquefied gas worth $500 million (Federal Republic of Nigeria; Report of the special Committee on the Review
of petroleum products supply and Distribution, 2000).

There are other fatent gas projects. These include but not exclusive to; chevron's Escravos gas plant,
and the Fxxon Mobil's Oso plant. In addition, there is the noteworthy ongoing construction of the gas pipe
line project linking Nigeria to other West African countries. Internally, there is small but significant
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achievements recorded in gas utilization in Trans-Amadi Industrial Lay-out in Port Harcourt, Agbar.a anl cin
Industrial Estates.

In fact, Nigeria is more of a gas province than of oil. This is seen from the massive reserves of natinal, -
which is estimated to be about 176.9 trillion standards cubic feet; made up of 91.8 trillion standard cuta. 1.
(tscf) for non associated gas and 85.1 tscf for associated gas (Daily Times, (Lagos) Tuesday, January . siua:
While other OPEC member countries have attempted to diversify and invest heavily in the gas -
| J Nigeria seems to be slow in this direction. To be sure, out of the 2 billion standard cubic 11

| associated gas in flared daily while only I. 2.5 percent of associated gas is directly being used for conmie. ..
purpose (Federal Republic of Nigeria: 2000, Report of the special committee on the Review of Pvlinii
product supply and distribution).
it Arguably, it could be contended that in the gas sector the Nigerian Government seem not to huvi
her bearing right as no deliberate effort has been made to affectively tap the nation's vast gas resour. .
| Understandably, the exploration and production of oil and gas have impacted negatively on the envitontes

the oil firms. In most cases, these disputes are fuelled by the quantum of compensation paid to land
owners as well as payments of compensations to the wrong families (Fekumo, 1990).

Arguably, land disputes may occur due to ethnic conflict, but in some areas, oil firms aggravate
existing land disputes because of their ignorance of existing feud. Closely related to the above, is the
wanton degradation of the environment of the region and its attendant social and cultural impact. For
the people of the Niger Delta, environmental quality and sustainability are fundamental to their well
being and development. According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), more
than 60 per cent of the people in the region depend on the natural environment for their livelihood.
According to a study carried out by a team of Nigerian and international environmental experts in
2006, the Niger Delta is ‘one of the most world’s most severely petroleum —impacted ecosystems’. It
Is reported that the damage from oil operations is chronic and cumulative, and has acted
synergistically with other sources of environmental stress to result in severely impaired ecosystem
and impoverished the livelihood and health of the regions impoverished residents (Amnesty

As stated earlier much attention has been focused on the negative externalities accessioned by oil buri
Suffice to say, however, that the major negative impacts of oil and gas prospecting include but 1.
exclusive to oil spillages and subsequent environmental pollution and gas flaring with the atteita
climatic change and thermal pollution. (Coase 1960 ; Onwoduokit 1998). it would be an oversimpiific.iticn .1
a very complex issue to ascribe the environmental crisis in the oil-bearing enclave solely to the activit
of oil companies. The World Bank has shown the "Niger Delta as a whole faces more significant ecolopn
problems than oil Pollution" {World Bank 1995). This position has been well articulated by Shell
absolving itself from gross environmental crisis in the region (Shell Brief, 1995).

Social and cultural impact of oil and gas production in the Niger Delta land acquisition

it would appear a concise discussion of the social and cultural impact of the oil industry cannol 1.
adequately tackled without perfunctory references to land issues. Oil industry activities are Ly l,
predicated on their unrestrained access to land because they derive their ail from the earth crust. 1.
people of the oil-bearing enclaves on the other hand, depend on land to grow their food, fish and ho
Land is central to the social system of the people of the Niger Delta as well as other parts of Nigeria. It 11
respect, clashes between the people and oil firms are inevitable.

The acquisition of land by the oil firms for pipelines rights of ways, flow lines, flow stations ant
flaring sites normally engender acrimony between oil firms and host communities. Shell for example v
over 6,200 kilometers network of pipelines and flow stations spread over more than 31,000 s
kilometers of the Niger Delta (Shell, 1995).Pipelines transverses footpaths and criss-cross, farmland .ui
community ponds. These networks of pipelines disrupt foot communications and farming. They have .l
altered the pristine land tenure system of the people. Farmers could no longer engage in bush burnny
because of the presence of oil and gas pipelines, which are highly inflammable.

From the face value, it would appear that "land take" by the oil firms is insignificant. Shell for exaii.
claims that it uses about 400 square kilometer of land, which is about 0.6 per cent of the entire land of 1l
Niger Delta. Most of the land acquired by Shell is for long term use, such as well sites, housing offices, 1n1t
some for the short term only, such as seismic lines. As at the end of 1998, there was a total of 1,513 wil
sites within the company's operations out of which a total of 906 contained producing wells {Shell 191
while the total land take may appear small in general terms, the effect of the land acquire can be setion
on individual land holding as well as the community in general depriving them means of subsistence. A t.i it
manifestation of the seriousness of the impact of land take on the people of the Niger Delta is seen in th.
incessant land disputes and the consequent litigation between individuals, groups communities .1
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International, 2009:14).As noted by Amnesty International, the people living in the Niger Delta have
to drink, cook with, and wash in polluted water; they eat fish contaminated with oil and other toxins.
The health of the environment and the lives of the people are intertwined with the health of the
water system. The food, water and cultural identity of many local people are closely related to the
delta ecosystem. More importantly perhaps is the fact that tens of thousands of families in the Niger
Delta rely on fishing on inland rivers as well as offshore for both income and food.

Devaluation of pristine cultural practices

In the Niger Delta as in most parts of Nigeria when a woman gets married, her hushand is
required to give her a piece of land to farm. It is from this farm that she feeds her family and grows
for food for sale in order to buy other staples. This tradition allowed the woman to enjoy a measure
of economic independence. However, the constant land-take for oil activities, and the resultant
pollution from the industry, has left the women in the region with no means to feed or support
their families. Women have to go further away from home to find unpolluted water for their
domestic chores ( Dianna Wiwa).The health of the household has usually been dependent on the
women, who common had specific knowledge of local medicines. She learned about the local cure
during her ‘fattening’ room period. This starts after the birth of the first child and lasts for one year.
During this period, she is not allowed out of the family compound. Besides being a time to rest, it is
also a time of schooling when she learns how to look after her child and home. She is attended to
by women from her family and older women in the community. As pressure grows on the young
women, forced to deal with shrinking agricultural resources, very little time is left for them to
acquire the specialized health knowledge traditionally gained through a fattening room period. For
those who still practiced this tradition, it rarely exceeded two months after which they must return
to farming (Diana Wiwa).

Lergborsi (2007) has shown that there is death and possible extinction of medicinal plants and
herbs that are rooted in traditional medicine and spirituality of the people as a result of the
incursion of the oil industry. The extinction is brought about by the fact that most of these herbs
and plants are found in sacred groves, shrines and forests, which have fallen under direct
destruction in the course of oil exploitation and the toxicity of oil pollution. Seismic workers, in the
process of cutting lines, trees, shrines and groves are tampered with. As the case may be, even
ancestral ponds are desecrated while detonating explosives for seismic data acquisition. This is
done with outright impunity as the people are hardly paid farm gate compensation. As it were,
under Nigerian Petroleum Law, juju shrines, sacred bushes and other venerated objects are
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classified under ‘Fructus Naturale’. Special permission is sought from the state authority Il ..
such objects could be destroyed (Etikerentse, 1985; Atsegbua, Akpotaire and Dimowo 2003)

than this in Ogoniland. Shell alleges that between 1987 and 1993 alone, the company spent more than
52 million on community projects in Ogoni area (Detheridge and People (Shell 1998:). As in Ogoni so it

W i replicated for the whole of the oil bearing communities who have been engaged in protest, in
il Moral bankruptcy Irustration about their inability to get a fair share of the oil revenue. However because of the
| Inability of the oil companies to arrives at a democratic and workable approach to containing the
restiveness of the youths in the Niger Delta, this has also pitted them against the ljaws who accused
the oil companies of collaborating with the Nigerian state to institute internal colonialism with a
concomitant machinery of ecocide and economic exploitation {thonv bere 2000).

The Kaima Declaration, adopted by well over 5,000 ijaw youth best articulate the demands of the
liaw and the various Niger Delta people (The Guardian (Lagos) April 3 1999; ThisDay, Saturday
lanuary 16 1999). One of the high points of the declaration was the emphasis on resources control
and the restructuring of the moribund Nigerian State. Most recently, the Chicoco Movement, an
alliance of different ethnic groups staged a mass protest against oil Companies. Though peaceful,

there was a consequent disruption of oil operations. The 1999s as it were recorded the worst cases of
any alternatives has led many young girls into prostitution and are made to engage in bestialily I, youth unrest that seem to have impacted on oil operations. The Shell example should give a general
| some expatriates(Adalikwu 2007;164;Semenitari,1998;Brisibi 2001). picture of the entire oil industry as shown in the Table 11 below.
‘ The argument may be made that the young girls are equally guilty since it takes two to tangle I
i when one discovers the level of social awareness in the region, one would easily exonerate 1.

i Aside from the land question, there is also the moral issue in the analysis of the social imp.t
: ‘ the oil industry on the people. There is alarming evidence on the drop in morality in the 1y
; which hitherto used various taboos to check social miscreants. It appears there is a scandalou. i
promiscuous social concubineage between oil company workers and girls in the host communitic. 11..
influx of comparative rich and almost "alien" workers from the affluent oil industry has esc.alat.
i prostitution in previously "isolated" and stable communities (Tell February 23, 1998, Ak -
1996).Ekine (1999:2) has confirmed that ‘prostitution is on the increase and that in the Niger L.
¥ many towns and villages have seen influx of male workers from other parts of Nigeria as well .
: large expatriate community, and notes that the situation, together with poverty, illiteracy and lait .t

TABLE 11: Alleged Community Disruptions to Shell Niger Delta Operations, 1989-1995

; These are materially impoverished folks living far away from urban communities and hence igno i Year 1989 | 1990 | 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
| of more dignifying means of livelihood after their farmland had been degraded by = elep

multinationals(Aghlino 1999). The teenage girls are attracted with steady flow of cash from . NG of

transient lovers and subsequently ignore going to school as it is seen as time wasting. It is therefi. 0.0

explicable why the young girls are highly susceptible to the ‘oil men’ who can lure them with i Incidents 34 95 102 85 169 84 77

sum of money but which unfortunately appear enormous in the eyes of the girls{Tciln,-

il 1997:25).The prevalence of HIV and AIDS in the Niger Delta is among the highest in the connir, FTJ?(t)?lct 38 28 243 407 1432 1316 .
i higher than the average for Nigeria. The Niger Delta has an average prevalence rate of 5.3 per (o je
i days lost

il compared to the national average of 5 per cent. The impact of HIV/AIDS has been particularly tuu 1
o in the region. It is well known that the disease wreaks greater havoc where there is poverty, oo«
; inequality and general political marginalization. The weakening of livelihood and the social falu 1.
il

areas prone to oil exploitation creates additional problems in terms of care and support (UINI1
| 2006:316).

Source: Frynas, 2000

Youth unrest From the Table, it is obvious youth unrest and the subsequent disruptions of Shell's operation were

H‘ . relatively insignificant in 1989. But the 1990s ushered in spate of incidents and the lost of projects days.

> Available evidence suggests that there is an increase in youth unrest in the Niger Delti " While in 1990 Shell recorded 95 incidents and project days lost, by 1995 it reached an all time peak of

consonance with this, is the fact that opinion is also divided on the causes of youth restiveness. il . 169 incidents and 1,432 project days lost. Specifically, some communities in the region were more

il (2001339-343)) has attempted to distill the major reasons for the upsurge of youth militancy i 11 involved than others in youth unrest and disruption of oil operations as shown in Table 111 below.

i Niger Delta by analyzing the general synopsis of the issues in contention by various commentaton

; *I‘ common trend in the analysis is the fact that youth unrest is exacerbated by the incursion of the «
| industry. In the early 1990s, youth in the Ogoni area disturbed oil operations on various oct.rm

1 either on spontaneous protest or under the behest of the Movement for the Survival of the (.
I people (MOSOP,) or by the prompting of the National Youth Council of Ogoni People {Naneen 11’
! Osaghae 1995). The youth unrest in the area seems to have been predicated on their belief that 1t .
! should receive great benefits from oil operations. They claimed that Shell operated 96 oil wili

i Ogoni area between 1958 and 1990. However, it is alleged that by 1993, Shell had invested «ily
i estimated 0.000007 per cent of its oil revenue from Ogoniland in the area itself (Frynas, 1995 .1
‘ Ogoni Bill of Rights, 1992). On the contrary however, Shell claim that it has certainly invested .-
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TABLE 1ll: Alleged Disruption of Shell's Operations in the Western Division, 1988- 1997

S/No Community Disruption Percentage
1 Urhobo 102 30
2 Isoko 53 16
3 liaw 133 40
4 Itsekri 36 11
5 Benin 9 3
6 Ibo 1 -
7 DOPCA 1 -

Source: Fregene, P., 1998
In concrete terms Table 111 is explicit in showing the fact that the highest nL-Im,h'H |"

disruptions to Shell's operation took place in tjaw land with recorded. cases of 133 accou?rt]m;;| :,”,‘ ‘
per cent the of cases. The Urhobo follows this with 102 cases accounting for_30 pe.r cent.I ‘ e | ) '
the lowest cases of just one disruption. The limited incider?t in th‘e |bo area is easily exp amlu i ‘
light of negligible level of oil production in the area. In a'll, Iim|teq evidence seem to suggestht a [\:\v:lr:'
in relative poverty or increase in unequally lead to a rise |‘n crime wa\_/e as well as ‘yout Ir.es .
(Bourguignon 1999; Ehrlich 1973). The need therefore to improve their lots probably explain why

i i have been so restive. _ A
YOLilt\/helrr;tLJhslts ri:i: however that in spite of the obvious ease of po_litical instability-and d|srupt|9r1‘..ll.x
operation, it would appear that the oil majors are doing just fine a§ exemplified by the|rh\n|1\iu [
investment in the oil industry. Expectedly, this is curious because this I’L‘JI"IS counter to theh i(;‘,.\/;. “
that political instability is detrimental to businesses (Frynas, 1998; Daniels and Radepaug ”,,,’,.“.
Nigeria, it would appear that, petroleum policy is usually unaffgcted by frequent changes |r1 gover -
Sarah khan {1994} has shown that Nigeria's oil industry prov‘ldAes evidence that changes in lgoyoru‘ur "‘”
in Nigeria had no significant impact on the operations of the Qll industry. On the contr_ary, re fat|0fv \A ’
the oil Companies provided the only element of continuity. Due 'to rgvenoy_s attltgde g Su%‘[‘,“,‘,l
Nigerian government to oil revenue there is little petroleum policy instability. ‘ThIS odse;\;(;(,)
however not peculiar to Nigeria as this is replicated for El Salvador (Robglck and Simmonds, ‘

One other dimension to youth unrest in the region is tha.t more militant you_th grouzs ar; ‘,“'H‘.
increasingly challenging leaders, who in the past were unquesnonabIY follpwed. This has le to. <”.v '
societal values and the loss of traditional authority structures. In earlier tlmes, youth_ were typica »I
the bottom of the hierarchy. Today however, traditional rulers and elders in the vanogs communf “_.
have lost control over the youths. They have worked out their own largely Lfnsustamable W‘:V\
reaching and dealing with the oil companies, government at every levels, and naponal a?d |n'tterlr1.1”w ,‘,_
organizations(UNDP, 2006:306).The point to note is that the spread of Western ideals 9‘cap; a Ii;, N
quest for money, and immediate gratification has overshadpwed the respect for tradmon_a au ‘,,‘,'
Consequently, in view of the impact of oil exploration activitu_es, the deep sense of.corﬁmumtfy, n;/oui “,'
social cohesion and solidarity hitherto enjoyed by the people is being eroded, mak|ng it ea.sy or faci
and communities that have co-existed peacefully before the commencement of oil busme_ss to ulr:m
into conflict with each other over oil royalty and ownership of land. Internal d|vl|s;ons willa
communities also seem to have increased, most frequently between the youths and ch|efs, bellw« . “
youths and the communities’ urban and local elites, between youths and professional claims agents
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pre-colonial and colonial functions of the age grades changed. Age grades are now used as forum for
1esisting the atrocious environmental regime of the oil firms. They galvanize themselves in presenting
tommon front in the struggle for compensation from the oil firms .They organize and stage protests. In
the extreme, they barricade flow stations, subtlety engage in the sabotage of oil installations and
tecently engaging in outright kidnapping in order to obtain ransom. Discipline which was a halimark of
age grades when it was culturally regulated has now fizzled out.

Women's groups are also becoming more vocal with the emergence of women organizations,
inovements and groupings that engage in protests, production disruption and facility occupations. As
tightly pointed out by tkelegbe (2004:254), women in the Niger Delta who are agerieved, impoverished,
marginalized have keyed in ino the struggle for environmental justice, accountability and fair share from
the oil industry. The result is a complex and dynamic fragmentation of communities characterized by
liequent power shifts. This makes it difficult to build relationship as well as negotiate compensations for
land acquisition, damages and spills (Shell, 1995). The result is frequent disruption to peaceful
tommunity life and disruption of oil industry activities. Before the advent of the oil industry,
youths unquestionably followed the dictates of the elders (Aghalino 1999). But with the realization of
the wealth that could be from oil industry, traditional chiefs threw caution to the wind and began to
assume the final point of authority and patronage by the oil industry. With time the youths discovered
that they were colluding with contractors to falsely certify jobs completion in order to share a
percentage of the contract sum to the detriment of their communities.

Migration and displacement of people

Migration into and out of the Niger Delta during the pre-colonial and colonial periods were
dictated by the need to farm, fish and trade (Otite, 1979; Aghalino 1996). The oil palm bett as it were,
attracted people from the densely populated and agricultural fand-lacking area of the core-east. The

forms of migrations. Qil industry induced migrations involve young men and girls in search of greener
pasture in the major urban areas of the Niger Delta ({Legborsi 2007: 11). Perhaps, it may be stressed
that an urban-rural divide was already showing in the region by the time oil became a dominant feature
of the Nigerian economy.

The oil boom years sharpened it with a consequent decline in rural population. Migration out

of the oil-bearing enclave in the Niger Delta seem to be the major radical adaptable mechanism putin

lnflationary trend institute by oil field workers. Others are searching for opportunities to re-establish
trading activities as a result of the lost of their farmland to oil pollution. It seems that Nigeria's oil
boom has turned the "Petroleum producing areas to centrifugal centers of oil doom where people
Isave rather than live in" (Adeniyi, et al 1583). It is easily conjectured that the rapid migratory wave
to cities and oil enclave had denuded the population of the Niger Delta, dislocated the active
stratum of society and had consequently disoriented social networks that previously sustained a virile
cultural life style in the region (Darah, 1995).




Decline in artistic and socio-cultural and religious performances illustrate the above developin o
Hitherto, the vibrancy in artistic life was a prominent feature of the Niger social outlook. An urban 1o
was already showing in the ND by the time oil became a dominant feature of the economy. The oil b+
years sharpened it .Rural-urban migrations intensified with a consequent decline in rural population 11,
sharp decrease in rural population caused a decline in the number and frequency of annual or se.vn
performances and observance of important cultural ceremonies, especially festivals. The cultural i -
lost to traditional festivals is now filled largely by efaborate obituary ceremonies. In point of fact, i 1!
of the aged were always elaborate in the region as the forum was used to reenact culture and traditi .
What is new is the conduct of funeral with in the light of carnivals even for young people. Thi 11
engendered cultural crisis as these burials entails extravagant spending, especially the ‘sprayin;: -
currency notes on the children of the deceased.

An adjunct to the above is that majority of the household in the region are now headed by won «
as a result of the migration of their husbands out of their villages. The result is that the jobs of cariiy: 1.+
the family now rest on the women (Okoko 1998; Brink 1991:207).The influx of ‘stranger’ element:. i1
other parts of the country and abroad has further diluted local cultures and safeguards. As fon th.
environment and natural resources, this means that traditional arrangements for resource uw
management have virtually broken down. Clan rulers, villagers elders and family heads can no longei i»
relied upon to enforce traditional practices, which have negative consequences for
environment{UNDP 2006:306).

One characteristic of the migrants is that most of them are out in search of paid employment 1.
trend has engendered a subtle proletarianization of the labour force in the region. Proletarianization o
this context is applied to mean a shift away from self-employment mainly in agriculture to wage labon
also suggest that small-holders are being pushed out of agriculture into wage labour; rather than 1y
pulled by new employment opportunities (Jayaraman and Lanjonw, 1999). This new but floun-lin,
trend in the region is probably a function of gross poverty in spite of the vast oil wealth in the 1epn
Moffat and Linden (1995) have shown that the Gross National Product (GNP) per capital in the repun
below the national average of US$280. They assert that the high salary paid to oil workers s
mitigate the stark poverty in this region, rather it only exacerbate it. Poverty in this region s
beyond the physical.lt is also psychological as there is a total erosion of dignity and self-respect (D
1990).

The displacement of people and villages when oil spiliages occur is another social prohib-n:
occasioned by the oil industry. Indeed the spate of the oil-industry induced conflicts i tiu
is instrumental to the displacement of people .The point to note is that the link betwe
unsustainable petroleum exploitation in the Niger Delta and the destruction ol th.
indigenous homeland and culture is undeniable. Traditional land has been sacrificed a1 11
altar of irresponsible oil practices. The displacement of Igolu village in Isokoland which il
from the massive spillages in 1973 at Shell's location 13 and 18 had untold physical .
psychological impact on the people. In the same vein, the September 1999 oil spillage disauter o

Ekakpamre also in Delta state impacted negatively on the people. The spill not only destiiy.
rivers, wide expanse of agricultural land but also rendered the people homeless. In addition. il.
spill created a new surge of displaced person as well as environmental migrants. In the .
vein, in September 2004, it was reported that at least 6,000 people had been displaced n
several weeks of violence between local militia and security forces, as well as by infiglituy

between militia{Opukri 2008;178). This surge was intensified with the lesse fire disaster, wh I
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tlaimed almost a thousand lives (Qil Times, June 2001; The Punch, December 7, 1998; 1999, Swain,
1996).

Inflationary trend

The presence of oil field workers in the various flow- stations and locations in the Niger Delta seem to have
negatively affected prices of goods and services. Oral evidence suggests that the prices of goods have
skyrocketed beyond the rich of the common man. A situation,, which is largely blamed on the activities of
the oil workers. Apart from the fact the country's economy has been in comatose with a subsequent fall
In standard of living; the workers seem to always have some extra cash in relationship to their local folks.
Consequently, they often than not display their wealth in the market place. They are reputed to resent
haggling with market women. Prices are acceptable by them without argument. Because they could easily
afford prices they in this view set new price which are forced down the throat of the local people who
§roan at excessive and abnormal prices.

Apart from the inflationary spiral set off by oil workers, the market also experiences a scarcity of
ngricultural products since more people are abandoning their farms for wage labour and contract business
in the oil industry. On balance, there is no denying the fact that the oil consequently has impacted on the
people positively. The presences of oil workers in the region seem to have stimulated the growth of goods
stores and refreshment centers. Some people with a knack for business have been able to plough back
money realized from menial services offered to the oil industry to establish restaurants and cafes. By virtue of
their interaction with some of the oil workers, they were able to capitalize on this to lure them to their
"Joints" to cool off after a hard day's job. Thus, it could be seem that in a way the money earned by the oil
workers have a multiplier effects on the host communities. Above all, the social concubinage between host
communities when it is economical could foster a sense of nationalism and integration as stereotypes and
clichés are dropped because of deep knowledge of each other.

Conclusion

This paper has attempted to evaluate aspects of the social consequences of the oil industry on the
people of the Niger Delta. It is argued that social impact of the oil industry has received due attention from
scholars, In order therefore, to appreciate the problem, we undertook a synoptic appraisal of the oil
Industry with a view of ascertaining its overall significance to the Nigerian economy. It is our conviction that
for now the oil industry remains the hub of the nation's economy. The significance of the oil industry is not
doubt as is widely acknowledge. Yet there is the extant and latent social consequence of the industry in
form of high wave of inflation, moral bankruptcy, incessant litigation due to oil industry acquisition of
land and emerging trend of environmental refugees and the social menace of youth occasioned by
Interrelated factors. While it could be concluded that the oil industry has attempted to perform some
modicum of social responsibility, this has not gone far enough.

In this light, it is suggested the government, working in concert with the oil majors should put in place
employment strategies that could adequately engage the youths. Besides, while the emphasis of the
government and the oil industry is trying to mitigate the negative externalities from oil production have

been economic, there is need for a carefully designed social network that could alleviate the problem of the
people.
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