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Abstract 
The activities of killer herdsmen have turned to serious challenges in Nigeria. This has become worrisome as hardly would a day ends without news of several attacks perpetuated by these herdsmen. Initially, it was thought to be misunderstanding between farmers and herdsmen; but recent, it has taken another dimension with the attack being carried out against communities and churches. These attacks are in no doubt having adverse effects on security as well as the religious activities of Nigeria thus hindering our national development. 
The aim of this paper is to examine the response of Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) to the menace  of these herdsmen dastardly acts; while the objectives are to examine how the activities of  these killer herdsmen; and suggest ways through which solutions can be proffered to the threats that their activities had caused to the national development. 
Methods adopted for this paper were historical and empirical. While the findings of this paper showed that the activities of killer herdsmen had taken a dangerous trend within the last few years. This had led to loss of lives and properties which include farmland and places of worship. It has also affected the development of the nation economically; and that CAN have not been able to speak collectively against the activities of these killer herdsmen as it seems only few members of CAN were the only voices been heard both at national and international levels. The paper concluded by suggestions ways through which threats caused by these herdsmen could be solved for the nation to have peace which can enhance development for Nigeria. 

Keywords: Christian Association of Nigeria, herdsmen, menace, response, phenomenom 

Introduction 
Within the last three decades, Nigeria has been facing various challenges ranging from religious, political and economic. These challenges affected the socio-economic growth of Nigeria. But in the last ten and fifteen years, another dimension was added to these challenges, which was insecurity. A group known as Jama’at Ahl as Sunnah lid-Da’wah wal-Jihad, which started in 2002 later became a terrorist group killing people through bombing and shooting. It went ahead to change its name to Boko Haram.1 Not only these, the group perpetuated various atrocities, such as killing, kidnapping and abduction. It was on record that the group went to a secondary school in Chibok and abducted over two hundred female students in 2014. 
It was speculated that these female students were sold off in marriage to neighbouring countries. Hence, repose activities of the group was politicized between the ruling party Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and All Progressive Congress (APC). This was also used as campaign strategy by the opposition. However, shortly after the inauguration of the APC government of Muhammadu Buhari in 2015, the insecurity took another dimension as herdsmen started attacking indigenes of certain parts of Nigeria namely Benue, Plateau, Taraba and other places. For instance,   on 1st January 2018, over seventy people were killed in Benue by these herdsmen: shortly after this attack, some clergymen were killed while going for morning mass, various villages were sacked in Benue Plateau, Taraba, Kogi and their environs.
Few months later, it spread to Kaduna and some Southern States like Delta, Anambra, Ogun, Ondo, Ekiti and Oyo State. It became worrisome that people could not go to farm or travelled from one area to another. It was even believed that these atrocities were perpetrated by Fulani herdsmen who wanted to forcefully deprive land owners of their legitimate lands. To this end, calls were made to the Federal Government to rise up and confront these assailants, but the government headed by Muhammadu Buhari, a Fulani failed to combat and check these killers. Their atrocities continued unabated and this created tension and fear over the country. The menace of the herdsmen was even believed to be more deadly than the Boko Haram insurgency.
The negative impacts of these killer herdsmen have received media attention, while utterances and responses of the political groups escalated the crisis. The Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders’ Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) which claimed to be the voice of these herdsmen, at times made utterances that made the populace to believe that there were forces at the corridors of power supporting the activities of these killer herdsmen.2 As was the cases in Benue and Jos, the Church was the worst hit by the activities of the killer in the sense that, all the over seventy people killed on January 1, 2018 were Christians, celebrating the Christmas and New year festivals; the two Catholic priests, Joseph Gor, Felix Tyolaha and over a dozen of their parishioners were killed during the morning Mass at St. Ignatius Catholic Church in the village of Mbalam, Benue State, on 24th April, 2018.3 
Consequently, it became apparent that these herdsmen were not killing for the sake of land only but added the killing of Christians to their activities, as their actions then were targeted at Christians and other communities. It led to apathy from religious places as people do not know where and how to avoid being killed by these killers. Moreover, when the victims were not allowed to defend themselves, because the Federal Government withdrew all weapons that could have been used for defense from circulation; making it an offence to possess arms and ammunitions. Hence, these killings continued unabated. Various actions and reactions took place as a result of the continuous attacks on people and the aloofness of the Federal Government by its body languages that showed its unwillingness to tackle the incessant killings and attacks by the herdsmen. 
Various bodies came out to condemn these actions and the silence of the government through its unwillingness to bring the culprits to book.  Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) was one of the bodies that condemned these dastard acts. But the issue remains that how has CAN responded to these phenomenon? Was its response total and effective? Why has the response not heeded to by the government and the culprits. 
To this end, this paper examine the response of CAN to the menace of killer herdsmen in order to take a critical assessment of its reactions and determine whether they were effective or not. It also tried to examine why CAN could not come with a collective voice against these herdsmen and the government. 
The History of the Christian Association of Nigeria
Events and situations in Nigeria between 1975 and 1976, caused much worries for Christians.  These made them to intensify their efforts by holding various meetings.  It was during meetings like these that efforts were made to suggest name to be given to the Association.  Rev. Jatau in his interview with Enwerem explained that 
Those who went from the north to represent the Northern States had an association which was formerly named the Christian Association of the North.  Now (the Northern delegates said) if it is going to embrace the whole country, why not make it ‘Nigeria”.  So we all agreed to suggest the name.  Of course the northern delegates.  It was accepted and that gave birth to the Christian Association of Nigeria, or CAN.2

[bookmark: _GoBack]However, Enwerem gave the account of C.O. Williams, one of the key players in the formation of CAN, which he called a more detailed account of the birth of CAN.   The account of C.O. Williams, who was the national Secretary-General of CAN, stated that Christian Council of Nigeria received a telegram which came towards the end of its general assembly held in Jos in August 1976.4 The telegram which came from the then Brigadier Shehu Yar’Adua, the Chief of Staff of the Supreme Military Headquarters, inviting church leaders to a meeting at Dodan Barracks – the seat of the military government.
The  meeting, which William said lasted for almost forty minutes, turned out to be a gathering of Christian leaders of a large number of denominations.5  Present at the meeting were thirty-three church leaders from thirteen denominations, namely: Roman Catholics, Anglicans Baptists, Methodists, The African Church, Presbyterians, The Salvation Army, The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria (LCCN), The Apostolic Church, United African Methodists (UAMC), The Evangelical Church of West Africa (ECWA), The Church of Christ in Nigeria (COCIN) and The TEKAN Churches.6 
He continued that, at that meeting with the church leaders, Brigadier Yar’Adua read out an address which dealt with vital issues.  The detail of the vital issues was not mentioned by Williams, but he stressed that the Federal Government wanted to consult the church leaders on the “National Pledge” which was being recited in the schools and wanted to know their opinion.  As the Church leaders were not prepared to give an impromptu response to the address and for them to speak with one voice, they delayed their response and assured the Chief-of-Staff that a prepared rejoinder would be brought to the government at a later date.
As a result of this, the Church leaders, according to Williams had a brain wave and thought that, if the government could call the Church leaders together, why is it that they could not call one another together; why should they wait for the Government to call the various denominations?  So they decided there to retire to a convenient spot where all the church leaders would meet.  And the most convenient spot at that time was the Catholic Secretariat.  So they all went there, and that was how they decided to form CAN.7
Enwerem, however, added a significant but minor incident that happened in the meeting of the church leaders with Brigadier Yar’Adua which Williams did not include in his narration.  This incident according Enwerem was reported by Habila Aleyideno thus:
One of our members asked that the participants at least round up the meeting with a prayer, despite the fact that the meeting had not opened with a prayer.  Brigadier (Shehu) Yar’Adua, the host, and the Chief-of-Staff, said that, since there were various denominations, he did not know who could be called upon to lead prayers.  We were so worried that the government should make this observation about our not being united, so we decided that we must do something.8

If there was a challenge that hits the church leaders as a thunder bolt, the incident narrated above actually passed more messages to the hearers than the purpose of their gathering at the Dodan Barracks.  This challenge spurred the church leaders to action and thus broke the remaining walls of pride and self-centeredness in their midst.  The Holy Spirit used this to stir the zeal of oneness and unity in their hearts; though they have been clamouring for this opportunity as Williams puts it that:
The Holy Spirit had another plan ... The church leaders were destined to be founders of a very important Association, which by the grace of God will ultimately bring together into one fold all those who claim the fatherhood of God through Jesus Christ.... And so, what for many years appeared– the coming together of the Roman Catholics and an impossibility different shades of Protestants – became under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, a simple, spontaneous and effortless achievement.9

William’s submission here differs from the view of Okogie who puts the success of the birth of CAN at the door mouth of the Vatican or Roman Catholic Church.  Aspiring the success to the Holy Spirit is acceptable to the Church leader, as they perceived it to be the tasks of Holy Spirit in making the birth of CAN a simple, spontaneous, and effortless achievement.  To them, the efforts of the Vatican can only be effective on Roman Catholics and not the Protestant. 
Technically speaking, the incident narrated by Williams gave birth to CAN on 27th August, 1976, at the meeting held in the Catholic Secretariat by the Christian leaders which followed the meeting with the government.  It was in this meeting that a rejoinder that befitted Christians in Nigeria was given to the government on the issues of the ‘National Pledge’.  In which they assured the government that they would raise no objection to the national pledge, as long as school assembly is organized in such a way that God (prayer) will come before the salute to the flag and recitation of the pledge.
In the subsequent meeting held between 7-8 September, 1976 the issue of the name of the Association was resolved, and this tallies with Reverend Jatau’s version of the formation and naming of the Association.  According to Enwerem, a sub-committee was set up which consisted of: F.O. Segun (Chairman), Emmanuel O. Alayande, J.A. Adegbite, C.M. Smith, A.E. Obine, Andrew Sawa, E.A.A. Adegbola and C.O. Williams to suggest name to be given to the Association.  The Committee after much deliberation came out with Christian Association of Nigeria, instead of Christian Association of the North which it bears before to make it all embracing for other parts of the country.  After this a constitution that will be provisional was then drafted for it.10
The version of Williams on the history of CAN was supported by CAN in its official website.  This gives credit to Williams’ narration that it was established on 27th August 1976 and the at the circumstances that surrounded its establishment were accurately described and explained by Williams.11 In a meeting which took place later, His Eminence Cardinal Dominic Ekandem (Catholic), became the first President of CAN, while the other positions were filled thus:  Reverend Habila Aleyidemo (National Vice President), Mosignor J.N. Ogbonna (National Treasurer), Reverend Dr. J.A. Adegbite (National General Secretary).  The Association’s National Trustees were: Anthony O. Okogie, Mosignor J.N. Ogbonna, I.G. Sakpo, C.O. Williams and Chief C.M. Smith.  These were the pioneer executive members of CAN.12 
The first state branch to be formed was the Lagos State branch and it was inaugurated on Sunday, April 23, 1978 at 5.p.m at the Roman Catholic Holy Cross Cathedral.  According to Enwerem, by the end of 1978, branches in ten of the then existing nineteen states of the Federation had followed Lagos State’s  lead in carrying out CAN’s directive.13  And since then it has been spreading across the country with zonal, local government and individual churches.

Aims and Objectives of Christian Association of Nigeria
 Christian Association of Nigeria, was established with the following objectives.14 The objectives of the association were enumerated thus:
(a)	to serve as a basis of response to the unity of the Church, especially as contained in our Lord’s pastoral prayer:  “That they all may be one”.  (John 17:21);
(b)	to promote understanding, peace and unity among the various people and strata of society in Nigeria, through the propagation of the Gospel;
(c)	to act as a liaison committee, by means of which its member churches can consult together and when necessary, make common statement and take common actions; and
(d)	to act as watch-man of the spiritual and moral welfare of the union.
The Origin and Impacts of Fulani Herdsmen in Nigeria
The History of Fulani Herdsmen in Nigeria dated back to the 13th and 14th centuries, when they started migrating into northern parts known as Hausa Empire from the Sene-Gambia region, before spreading out into about 20 states which cut across the West Africa and the Sahel as well as Western Sudan and Central Africa Republic.15 After the Uthman Dan Fodio jihad, the Fulani integrated in the Hausa Ethnic group of Northern Nigeria. During the dry season when tsetse fly population was reduced, Fulani herdsmen began to grove their cattle to the middle belt zone dominated by non-Hausa groups returning to the north at the onset of the rainy season.
Basically, the Fulani can be formed in Mali, Mauritania, The Gambia, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Guinea Bissau, Cote d’Ivoire, Central African Republic (CAR), Togo, Nigeria, Niger, Senegal, Guinea, Benin, Ghana, Liberia, Sudan and Cameroon.16 The Fulani Herdsmen mostly move with their cattle from one place to another in search of grazing land especially in the dry season. When the Fulani light-skin herders are migrating, they are often accompanied by their dark-skinned sedentary kinsmen (Urban or town Fulani), who are better educated, more dynamic as politician and where fanatical and versed as Muslims than the farmer. The Fulani are the major provider of milk and meat in Nigeria. Their contribution to the diary and meat in Nigeria are phenomenal, as about 90% of the cattle in Nigeria are owed by the Fulani which is about 3.2% to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).17 They are also responsible for the production of Hides and Skin in Nigeria.
The fall of Sokoto Caliphate, colonization and the introduction of cattle taxes were the major reasons why they were dispersed into the southern part of the country and have since then became itinerant herders settling anywhere, mostly in the forest areas.18
Clashes between the Herdsmen and the Farmers
As a result of the itinerant of the herdsmen, which made them to migrate from one place to another in search of pasture gore their cattle, there have been coarsened between them and farmers, who accused the herdsmen it destroyed. At the initial stages the clashes were resolved amicably, while the herdsmen, at times, were asked to pay restitutions for damaged crops. Later, the Fulanis justified their actions by accusing the farmers of denying them land when there were no other option. This led to the killing of 63 people in 2013, which later rose to 1,229 in 2014.19
Benue State was the most affected as Fulani herdsman killed about 73 people on 1st January 2018 while celebrating New Year festival in Guma and Logo local government areas. These people were given mass burial in Makurdi, the state capital.20 While commenting on this dastard act, Avwomakpa commented that,
You have to see the corpses of these people to understand the pain and agonies that families of the dead are going through. There corpses consisted of men, women and children. I could not hold myself, I weft bitterly, that harmful people were massacred in their homes by heartless people and their properties set ablaze on the first day of a new year. Imagine those lifeless bodies who entered into the New Year with hope and aspirations, being killed mercilessly like that.21 

Avwomakpa narrated his experience at the burial mass organized by Benue state government for the victims of the massacre by the Fulani herdsmen after these, it made to wonder which harmless Fulanis who had been living among citizens became so ruthless and harmful. Adefunke Modupe, while trying to examine the Fulani herdsmen known in her childhood, expressed that, 
The Fulanis that we grew up to know, were the cattle-rearers who went about with sticks and rods leading their cattle even selling cheese and  milk In our village, I wonder who are the ones going about with sophisticated weapons. We do interacted with them and even went into the forest to buy cheese, milk and meat from them, without any problems.22 
 
This was the mutual concern of people, while considering the gravity of destruction done by the herdsmen to their host community. The attacks did not stopped at that, an attempts and attacks were made on the convoy of the governor of Benue State, Samuel Ortom in 2021. It then became clear that the killings of harmless Christians by these herdsmen, without the government at the Centre taking steps to remedy the issue.
The North Central have been the worst hit of late, having tasted the devastating attacks by the Fulani herdsman with heavy toll on human lives and properties and still counting their losses. Most worrisome was the brutality and impunity with which these assailants operated without regard for the law and the sanctity of life coupled with the inability of the Nigerian Police and the Military task force to defend the victims mercilessly slaughtered in their homelands. When victims defended themselves, they were made to suffer for defending themselves by being detained in the police cells, while the culprits were left off the hooks. The government at the Centre was perceived as been unfair to other tribes apart from the Fulani herdsmen, at times, utterances from the seat of power increased tension and apprehension, as they showed they care less about the victims.  The spokes-group of herdsmen, the Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders’ Association of Nigeria (MACBAN), also demonstrated actions believed to be callous by not even sympathizing with victims.
Various groups responded to these careless actions of the president and his aides to the “annihilation” of certain tribes in Nigeria. The Fulani herdsmen ought to have been declared as terrorists but the government seems to be shielding these killers from being arrested or prosecuted. The body language of the President showed that he was not willing to bring the culprits to book despite their daily activities of killing, maiming and even raping people. The effects of these came to the opening through insecurity all over the nation.
Effects of the attacks of herdsmen on churches in Nigeria. The attacks by the attacks by the herdsmen were not limited to the farmers on earlier highlighted, it later took a religious dimension, as Christians were killed by the herdsmen. For instance, apart from 73 people killed on 1st January 2018, two priests and over dozen parishioners killed in April 2018, many others had been killed not only in Benue but other states like Kaduna, Plateau, Taraba, Kogi and some neighbouring States. The list is endless, for example:
Between January and February 2020, 350 Nigerians were massacred with the herdsmen accounting for 250 of these deaths. The killings continued in March and April 2020, while 50 defenceless Christians were killed in March 2020, almost 20 were killed in April.23 In essence, over 11, 500 Christians have been murdered since June 2015 when the Buhari Government of Nigerian came to power, while about four to five million Christians are displace and over 2000 (two thousand) churches were destroyed.24  They were also linked to the highway banditry, as it was reported that they also separated Christians from Muslims on buses and then killed the Christians.25
No fewer than twenty clergymen including at least eight catholic priest or seminarians were murdered and at least fifty were abducted or kidnapped among whom were Reverend Father Clement Ugwu, who was abducted and killed on 14th March, 2019; Reverend Father Paul Ofu August 1st 2019; Reverend Lawan Andimi, Pastor Dennis Bagauri, all officials of CAN in Adamawa State; Reverend Fathers Dim, Ezeokana and Chukwuemeka were abducted while returning to Onitsha from Nsakka. They were attacked by herdsmen along Nkpologwu Nimbo Road in Enugu State. One of them later died.26
Five Pastors of the Redeemed Christian Church of God, all Igbo citizens, were abducted by herdsmen; two priest of St. Theresa Catholic Church Umueze Anam in Anambra West Local Government Area of Anambra State were abducted at Umuleri while returning from an official function.27 These accounts are few of the many atrocities committed by the herdsmen as it affected Christian Churches. Their menace was not limited to the church but people generally.
Response of CAN to the Menace of These Killer Herdsmen.
Christian Association of Nigeria in the 19 northern state, and Abuja has called on department of state services (DSS) and the police to caution Miyetti Allah Association against its statement which can cause crisis on the country.28 The call by CAN in the Northern Nigeria was not heeded by the DSS, rather Christian leaders were warned from making speculative statement capable of heating the polity. Supo Ayokunle, CAN President also came out to condemn the continuous killings of people, especially Christians by the herdsmen. In a workshop organized by CAN in Kwara State on 6th July, 2018. Ayokunle lamented that,
It seems as if the government of President Buhari has decided to kill us for his people. Last week, many of our people were killed by Fulani herdsmen, who wanted to lay claim to our land. The level of killings by these herdsmen has taken an alarming state. Most of our road are no safe; we went to the President to complain about these killings, he seemed not to regard our calls. Most of our service chief failed to listen to us. Even of any arrest was made, they were immediately released, while the complaint became the accused. This can lead to anarchy.29 
     
At the end of the workshop, members of CAN expressed their dissatisfaction on the state of the nation under Buhari, in a situation when human life has no value, but a cow has value than human beings.
Ayokunle also said that herdsmen under the aegis of Miyetti Allah have contributed to the killings of Christians in some northern communities. He also called on the Federal Government to label Miyetti Allah as a terrorist group and order for the arrest of its leaders for prosecution.30 Adewole a former secretary of Ilorin city CAN also lamented on the level of atrocities committed by Fulani herdsmen against Christian by saying that,
It seems Nigerian has been divided into two namely: Fulani herdsmen and other sections. One seems not to understand why their lawless acts are treated with kid’s glove. It Christians should rise up to counter these people now, they will try to give it another colouration. What a Nation? No equity and justice.31

He was not the only one who condemned the atrocities of the herdsmen, Mathias Echioda, who was the immediate Vice-Chairman of Christian Association of Nigeria in the North Central also criticized the continuous silence of the government on the activities of Miyetti Allah which has been shielding these killer herdsmen.32 Opoola also criticized the reaction of most Christian leaders to the well-being of other Christians cannot come out to speak against these acts with a single but equivocal action.33
The view of Opoola raised a salient issue on whether Christians spoke collectively against the menace of the herdsmen. Christian leaders spoke at various forum but there seemed not to be a proper coordination for their action. It seems only few voices spoke against the activities of the herdsmen, simply because there is disunity among the rank and files of Christendom in Nigeria. For instance, as at the time there havocs were being committed, there was misunderstanding between CAN National leaders and Northern Christian Elders’ Forum (NCEF), which made each of them to be fighting at different lane, opposite direction. It got to a point that NCEF was confronting Miyetti Allah at all forums. The confrontation was at a boiling point in the country, NCEF wanted a combat response to the activities of the herdsmen but CAN thought dialogue can solve the problem. Onaiyekan at an interreligious conference in the University of Ilorin, raised a concern on the response of NCEF, which he cautioned could heat the already boiling nation more.34
Although Onaiyekan supported dialogue but event that followed seemed to have made the tension more palpable than before. What made CAN to have a divisive voice was the issue of leadership which cut across the blocks of CAN. The disunity had been on ground in CAN; this couple with the internal politics among its leaders, bickering among members who made it difficult to come together to face the common enemies. It efforts of CAN and NCEF had been channelled together, a solution would have been proffered to the problem.
Secondly, prior to 2020, when the herdsmen started their attacks southwards, most of the Christian leaders in the south sat on the fence and felt unconcerned about activities of the Fulani herdsmen. In spite of all calls for assistance from the affected northern state, they still failed to share in the burden of these people, except when Oritsejator took relief materials to these displaced people and Avwomakpa visiting affected areas, no church leader in the south ventured to go to the north to commiserate with them. But in 2020, when the herdsmen continue to attack the farms and churches in the south west the state Government tend to overlook the situation, it was then local liberators like Sunday Igboho stood up to confront the excessiveness of these herdsmen. His action led to the formation of Amotekun Security outfit in the South-Western Nigeria while other zones in the south also inaugurated their own security outfits.
Most of the people interacted with also agreed that Reverend Ayokunle had tried to voice out against the activities of the killer herdsmen, he even went as far as writing petition to the United Nations, Commonwealth and even American Assembly. But people lamented that if other church leaders had lent their voices to him; a lot would have been achieved. Bamidele even asked a vital question that “where are the past leaders of CAN?”35 This question too remained unanswered, as it seems most of its leaders have decided to go underground.
Conclusion:
 CAN should put its house in other by trying to bridge all the gaps that have been existing among its members. A divided army cannot win a battle because of the division in its action and decision, achieving greater victories; it effort channelled by CAN, NCEF and other splinter groups had been combined and put together a lot would have been achieved in the defence of Christians in Nigeria.
All hope is not lost, as it can still come against the ills of the society which include corruption, insecurity as being unleashed by the Fulani herdsmen. To be candid, it has tried a lot through seminar, conferences, workshop and communiqués, but much can still be achieved by the association, it need to be commended that the despite its major source of income, it still lives above board in its activities. To sink its messages into people, it need to carry all members along, irrespective of their location, status and views. If these are done, it response to issues prompt and effective.
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