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PURTED GERDER BELT

RESPONSIBILITY %_N}mZMZQ ASPREDICTOR OF SELIS RE-

AVIOURAL CHARACTERISTICS

By '

OMOWAIYE-FAGHENI (Ph.D)
Foundations Bepartment,

University of Horin, Horin,

ALBSTRACT

Parents play siguificant roley in
thewr finure roles, either
combnation of both. Thiy “Seript
they do nor play anything clye by

-~ ried il wirth the aim of finding o

ificd 1o x:?::.\:\:.,_.

Sellenger ey and TS pres
E\ Wil _:.g ___:..Z.ﬁ._.‘.,.?ﬁ. r_‘,..
makers and workery, The
tonshap benween sex role

the subgects.

fravnng vivey

GricHiation and responsibiliny trainin

the trainimg of female chitdren towardy

as homemakery, or towards the career roles or a

e mnay i 2NCe SOme so much so that
ny " may .:Sq.f;pm some so muclh so tf

ithe seript. The present sudy was car-
wt if there as a correlation benween ides-
tothe subjecty pinder sty i their

NS role oriernation. e Stucdy miade e
KRree programmes, inost of swhom were fione-
results showed thar there vwe

S sigrificani rela-

r
.T Ir PNy _...f.

vorvraf _“_..\.\.‘, skl

INTRODUCTION

The motivation 10 regulate behav-
1our 1o conform o either femaleness or
maleness cuts across culiure. Cultural
myths then  become  self fultilling
prophecies, and thus do we arrive at the
phenomenon  known as - Usex-typing”
(Bem, 1981y Sex-typed individuals are
seen o difter from other individuals not
primarily in the degree of temininity, or
mascubinity they possess, but in the ex-
tent to which the selt-concepts and be-
hiviours e orwanised on the busis of
yender rathier than some other dimen-
siomy Gender s %eviune means a college
student v g e bt aw :

it o =decide whing

new hobby 1o 1y will readily make the

decision ihrouch the
would therctore ask
hoLLY? Whint sex
I 50 then (e
tiether,

fens ol gender and

what sex s the
" Do they mitch?
bby will be considered
then o will be rejected
conmideration. Most peo-
sid o be unaware that their per-

(RIS
sithout turther

ple are

ol 1,

R Y I T

ceptions are
vender. .
Gender schema therefore, 1o Sandra
Bem is a theory of process not content
Sex-typed individuals are seen as proc-
essing intormation in terms of and con-
forming - 10~ whatever definitions ot
mascutinity and femininity the culiure
happens o provide. 11 is the process ol
_u;:_._mo_:m__m:ﬁ world into two equiva-
lent classes on the basis of vender
schema. This tendency is rellected in the
thinking of parents and guardians and i
influences the training they wive 10 their
wards Tlas is more so for female wards
Parents who o believe that then ward,
would not play much role apart trom tha
ol a wife, mother and homemaker would
not make effort to give much trai ny
apart from the essentials of the above.
Some may think that they would wung
their wards 1o be mdependent in varied
ways and this would be reflected in (he
sort ol raining they give 100 Sumctines
this sort cn._‘mwu#,m.:m:m goes throug)

organised on the basis of
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schaol system in the hidden curriculum.
The training a person has therefore
would influence her sex role perception
and orientation. Ditlerent studies and
writers support this postulation.

For example, almost' from the
time girls enter schools, they appear to
restrict the range of occupations open to
them, Looft (1971) in a study, found that
mare than three quarters of the girls in a
study when asked “whit do.yeu want to
be when you grow up?” O:oo,,_n.m either to
be a nurse or 1o be'a teacher as first
choice. It was interesting to find that
several of the girls responded that they
would be mothers, whereas not a single
boy said he would be a father. Girls at all
ages between nine and seventeen, also
choose lower ranking occupations than
boys of the same uge. Wirtenberg and
Nakumura (1976) observed that

The net result of all’ this was
that by the time they finish their
formal education (in most cases
high school, in fwer 'cases,
colleue) there are 4n the expec-
tations and  preparatign - that
women nd men have for their.
lite work. _ - m
In the clussroom, teachers ‘are also im-
portant figures of ngte in' the hidden —
curriculum. They reinforce “sex appro-
priate” behaviours in various torms
(Mussen, Oo:mo_‘,. ﬁpm.,p: ‘and . Husten,,
1984). Also all the teachers “in higher
institutions ol learning  are ‘males, im-
plying an absence of role models 1o in-
spire female students 1o achiever !

For the adult woman, who miglht be
burdened by her role as a mother, aver-
surdened by domestic labour and house-
hold chores, she might be left with little
tme and energy 10 pursue any income
,r,__c:n—:,_:__.m, Lork, or _:.i.,:_mw.“n;,c Ciman-

‘gramme

.more

cipate herself, educationally, through
i adult literacy pro-
and  Freedman,

1980).

In another study by Block and Har-
rington (1974), parents were made to be
in.a teaching situation with their children
and their behaviour was observed. The
fathers of boys were said o have been
concerned  with  the  child’s
achievement and emphasised the cogni-
tive aspect of the teaching situation,
while the fathers of girls appeared more
attuned 1o the interpersonal aspects and
less no_smﬁzma with performance. The
‘implications suggested by the researcher
include among others that:

1. Cognitive achievement may be 2
less salieat socialisation domain tor
mothers, relative 1o fathers;

2. The belief that child rearing is the
mothers responsibility may have ob-
scured the fact that fathers may be

. more important in ceriain arcas

3. Failure 1o study the father-child in-
teraction may have led to an under
estimation’ of sex differences in
achievement pressures and  skill
raining. _

VHMHmﬁva

 The subjects of the study were

women undergoing degree programmes
in selétted Nigerian Universities. The
common factor the subjects was
that they were all ¢s, a high pro-
portion of them were also married, The
generated hypothesis 1s a3 follows:

The instriments were used, the first
was to find out the sort of training that
they were given at childhood and ado-
lescence, and the other was used 1o de-
termine the subject sex role orientation.

amony
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Table I ANOI :..::::, Jor sex role vrientation z::. responsibility trainting wniony
¥ :S.E Ix.
Nonree DI NN ALY Fovalue Pl -
aﬁ ey It =4 13753.43 4375343 13744 0.000]
ot R 2 5083.99 154199 448 0.0088
SIC& T . 0.000 0.000 0.00 1.0000
Eiror 212 67489.78 318.35 - -
J ... Toul 217 112347.52 - N : .
: Alpha =0.05

'« Asobserved in Table I, the relation-
_ vy ship between sexX role - orientation and
*¢responsibality training. among the sub-
guets was signiticant, (Fa, 212 = 4.48,

P<0. OOmmv To locate the point of sic-
nificant difference, the Duncan muliiple
range test was used and the result is as
presented in Table 2. ?

L ; P
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Ef. : C::Sﬁ: :::._E;n range test for sex ﬁ&n orlentarion ::R Zw{c..::.b_;::.. (rain-
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| 10033 A :

[ , 31835 212
. Family 94 50 T

, - Family/Career 98.50

j _ ﬁdmﬁ 65.80 _ ,”
Family: 3£ 03 67.82 . P

' o Family/Career 54-- 18 . m«__uo F B i} ;

L P Toelge

“As ¢ould be obsérved from Table 11, said they were trained for family respon-

( there was o significant,_dilerence be- sibilities. This implied.that sex role uri-

L tween the mean ..w._,oqnv of the androgy- entation 1o some extent related to onc's
nous students who felt'they were inittally perceived responsibility training (for

oo trained for career and those trained for family or career) in childhood or adotcs-
L family” responsibillties. The tormer had cence. A fiirther analysis 1o contirm the
significantly higher mean scores than the above lindings was deemed nceccssary,

s

VST

- Aol of Pl Sy afiear and Koevear i - 1ol

Larer. It was also observed that most (33
out of 61, 34.19%) of the subjects in
the androgynous group - indicated  that
they were trained for carcer responsi-
bilities while most (93 out of 157, ie
39 2%) of those in the feminine wroup

and in this instance, the Chi-squarc vas
applied on the frequency distribution in
Table 11 10 tes: tor significance of dilver-
ence between the obtained frequencies.

This is on Table IL1.
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Table LI Chi-square Hm,..C\S. SRO and wnaﬁb:&?b? 353:% ity

GRCUP CAREER FAMILY ——  Ca&r __ o ,QLHE -
A ;3311 22(16.1)- 16(3.4) 51
Fo _ 46(28. Lu Y 93(41.4) - 13(8.6) 57
Column Total N 79 _ 115 24 218
e it . . , | . o B
[ 1 LA Y e ﬁ.,_

i : i
Noter Expected frequencies wqmaroéz ms parentheses.” .

From  Table 11, the” _Or_ -square
vilue ot 12,1 which s gréater than the
table value of §.9 for 2df was obtained.
This confirmed that there was significant
ditlerence in the responsibility training
of androgynous and F:::Sn oriented
subjects. A ureater proportion’ of the an-
drogynous type (54.1%) were :E:na. for
career while a  greater’, ‘proportion
{39354 of he teminine, type were
trained tor tamily ?v_uo:w_cm::nm The
study also revealed a gréater number of
the subjects were feminine in their sex
role orientition which gods 1o m:o£ that
many females are m::.ma,. Jﬁwa

DISCUSSION '
The purpose ot the ﬁcav\ Enu to find

out it the sort of Féc_:;:_zw training
given to a lemale at’ the. ‘ehildhood - or
adolescence. perind rr:__a__::_._c:nr the
sex role orienration, ' The results of the
tindings indicated that :58 could cc a
relationship and this wa's 'found to be
zm::,f::_w 50, using 'Anova and the
Chi-square analysis. From the results of
the study, it is indicative that with the
changing times, parents should change
their training sty le, Noreso, since most
females now wark in nc:%r::cn and
challenwine carcers and - succeeding in
these covironment requires some be-
havioural dispositions which may be
quite ditterent from c..:..ﬁ Emw be re-

" the Eoﬁrmoﬂom 1o equip therm maximally.
- The. males also need 1o be irained for
._vona the family life and the workforce
when this permeates ;,: society, label-
lings of females in ac chievement sellings
. will reduce, tensions lly arise
where there are fema ru neads will reduce
. in parastatdls, when men ; &E accept
such headships,- and mﬁ: vill be more
cooperation among men m.;g wWomen in
the workforce and at home. ﬁw: pna

women will learn 1o ?E slement each

other rather than sce the
petitors,

"' .: There will be more
this will invariably insiil
fidence and mmn:_..:w
which will gata long wuy

- personality developmient o

well as national develo

- Other nations that
move speedily in il
to learn this lesson
rigiditids ‘and consirain:
‘take a clue from these nuiione,
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