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Ehﬁéu\:\,g};eg ;tzgzhmg pogtry, teachers of literature may have to take into consid:
perceived the lansuage t s Students do not enjoy the study of poetry becaus
in Ekun Iyawo ?g?a%e trad.ltlonally used in poems is difficult to understand, (the lang
language exposor stademer; > Egungun, Dadakuada). Lazar (2004) stressed that poe
(2004) assented that poeti to o Organized, unexpected, complex use of language. La
registers and create tIl)1 i feorganize syntax, invent their own vocabulary, freely mix
times difficult for th etulrdown punctuation. Therefore, the language of Yoruba poetry is at
ot ¢ students who can't read Yoruba language fluently and it is discovered
atsome teachers find Yoruba poetry difficult to pronounce: S

;‘;zle(i\?: dabiegegiiee agpﬁoach for the teaching of Yoruba poetry: ‘Another challenge

G anronsh fr S ;Clng the. teaching of Yoruba poetry jchat rx_iakes it difficult is lack of
T : Pp for the tea'chmg of poetry. There is a proliferation of updated approaches
,atcan bring a variety of options for teachers. Richards & Rogers (2000) confirmed that the
Invention of new classroom approaches provides teachers with more efficient and more
eﬁ"ectlve_ ways of teaching. Therefore, besides the traditional approach, teachers may use
pedagogical approgches, which may prove particularly useful for the teaching of poetry.
The_:re are communicative approach, natural approach and multiple intelligence approach.
These'e%pproaches give teachers and students the opportunity to express their individuality
Py haVL.ng them share their ideas and opinions. These approaches are methodological

innovations. While using these approaches (Communicative, Natural and Multiple

Intelligences) students' confidence in the learning process is enhanced by the many

opportunities for cooperative interactions with their fellow students and teachers. Mujibul

(2008) identified the characteristics of good teaching as comprising teachers' enthusiasm
and passion for the subject and good rapport between teachers and students during
discussions in and out of the class. Odejobi (2013) asserted that low education qualification
of some teachers who teach Yoruba poetry is another constrain, it is discovered that some
teachers are assigned to take up the teaching of Yoruba who are not qualified to teach because
they are not Yoruba teachers and do not have sufficient command of the language to teach the
subject properly. They are usually depending on textbooks and little attention is paid to the

teaching of Yoruba poetry.

Lack of teaching materials for Yoruba poetry in secondary schools: teachers and
students of Yoruba language perceived that there is lack of teaching materials for teaching
Yoruba poetry in secondary. Shortage of instructional materials: like the audio tape, the
language laboratory and the human resource are not available for teaching Yoruba poetry.
The place of instructional materials as vital tools cannot be undermined in any educational
setting. In school system where better teachers' performance remains the watchword,

educational resources help to facilitate teaching and learning (Adeogun, 2005).

The selection of poetry books is another major problem that both teaghers and learners
encounter in literature; the text that is selected by the external examination body may not
consider the interest of teachers and students. This action sort of restricts students to :[he texts
and attimes the WAEC poetry book is quite different from the NECO poetry book this makes
the students to read widely and even hate Yoruba language (WAEC, NECO, 20 13) |
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students would not be able to teach and learp

- words that are having the same s
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Purpose of the Study \ &
This study specifically intends to: : \ A
i Identify the challenges facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry as perceived by : \
teachers; 3
ii. Determine teachers' perception on the challenges facing teaching of Yoruba poetry k !r |
based on teachers' gender. i
iii. Ascertain the teachers’ perception on the challenges facing teaching of Yoruba ‘j:“ !
poetry based on teachers' qualification. | ;
G Inverstigate teachers' perception on the challenges facing teaching of Yoruba poetry
based on teachers' experience. : e o
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Research Questions
The following research questions were raised in course of this study:

1. What are the challenges facing the teaching of Yoruba Poetry as perceived by
teachers? .
P 2. Is there any difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing
teaching of Yoruba Poetry based on teachers' gender? v e
3. Is there any difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing thé, ¥




formulated for purp, P
" Purpose of'this studv-
Hp,:Thercjs no si oidy

Ho: There is no significant differenge - 0" 220N,
the teaching OfYoruﬂb" TS RReIence i the perception of teachers on the challenges facin
; : apoetxy based on teacherg' expetionee ey g e 7 g

Met;hodology

Zzhf;;ec}rg:f;glonn:;?me: 'Senior Seconde%ry School Teachers' and Students' Perception’
information fr g oruba Poetry Questionnaire (SSSPTYPQ) was used to elicit
ormation from the respondents. The questionnaire items were structured on a summation
of ratings such as 4 Likert scale: SA=4,A=3,SD =2 and D = 1. Descriptive statistics of
mean rating and r. anking order was used to answer question 1, while tﬁe t-test andAnalyms of

Variance (ANOVA) at 0.05 level of si gnificance were used to analyse the hypotheses:* =

Sample Distdbution selected for the Study

Table 1: Demographic Profile of the Respondents based Gender
Gender (Teachers) Freauency Percentage
Fcmalce 23 46.0
Malc 27 { 54.0
Total S50 . 100.0

Tablc I represents the gender of the teachers. The result shows that 24 (46.0%) of the respondents were

female and 27 (54.0%) of the respondents were fermale.
" Table 2: Demographic Profile of the Respondents by Educationa]l Qualificution
Teachers’ Educational Qualification Freguency Percentage

NCE 14 28,0

ND/HND 4 8.0

B.A (Ed)/B.Ed. 26 520

M.Ed/M.A (Ed) 5 10.0
1

Othcrs

Total 50 100.0

The demographic profile in tablc 2 above shows that majority of the tcachers 26 (52.0%) had B.Ed.
/B A(Ed) cducational qualifications. This is followed by NCE and M.Ed. /M. A (Ed) with 14 (28.0%) and

5 (10.0%) cducational qualification rcspectively.

Table 3: Demog raphic Profile of the Respondents by Teaching Experience
Teaching E xperience Frequency Percentaye
1-5 vears ‘ 16 32.0
6-10 years - 24 ‘:8.0
11ycars and abovc 10 20.0

50 100.0

Total
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Table 4: Mean
Perceived by

and Rank Orgey of Challenges Facing the Teaching of Yor
Teachers : '

uba Poeffy as - 3
Ch allenges

facing the teaching of'meba Poetry as perceived Mean Ranl
N byteaChelSinclude: ) g Score Orde
_ 4 Inability of students 1q read Yoruba texts fluently is a challenge to  2.97 o
; their leaming » - £
| ! Inability of teachers 1o enforce cormections after Yoruba poetry 296 2%
: lessons (classes) hinders leamning rate i
it 5 Home background of the students affect their learning of Yoruba 294 & ¥
¥ 5 poetry
9 Lack of capable (qualified) hands to teach poetry is one of the 294 A%
challenges to students learning - :
. h
10 Lack ofrcinforcement from Yoruba teacher _ _ 292 S_‘m
2 Lack of adequate knowledge of poetic devices by teacher is a 2.83 6
challenge to students leaming of Yoruba poetry s
8 The method and technique teachers employed to teach Yoruba 273 7
oetry is a challenge to students learning . ' .
3 'I;‘eacrgers inability to use appropriate instructional media during 265 g™
) poetry lessons affects students leaming of Yoruba poe!ry .
7 Low quantity of teachers handling Y oruba poetry affects students 2.59 8
leaming _ E
/ 6 The Nigerian education policy poses a serious challenge to 255 10

students learning of Y oruba poetry

Table 4 above shows the mean and rank order of challenges facing the teaching of prr:::)ﬁ
poetry in Abeokuta South Local Government Area. Inability o§ 1it.ud.entsl to r:ha:t?;: :f !
' ' nked first. This implies :
; fluently with overall mean score of 2.97 was ra o il ot s S
‘ [ i ba poetry is inability of s
5 hallenges facing the teaching of Yoruba p ]
f Sg{'giitsztt:xtaﬂuer%tly. The iﬁability ofteachers to enforce corrections after lessons was ranked
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The result of table 6 reveals that the calculated p-value of 0.144 is greater tha.n‘the' c'h.osen
0.05 levels of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis is not rejected. Thu}s,r there. is no
significant difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing teaching of
Yoruba poetry based on teachers' qualification. This means that teachers have the same
views on the challenges facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry in secondary schools o
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Hypotheses Testing ;
H,,: There is no significant di S

the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on genderon of teachers o zhe cha

Table 5: Difference int
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he Teachers' Perce
on Gender

ption on the Cliallengeé Facmg fhé'l?

Gender N

. Means S.D Df
Male 27 50.02 15.23 48
: Female 23 36.15 9.27

*Significance at p<0.05

The result of table 5 reveals that the calculated P-value 0f 0.012 is less than thechosen() 05
levels of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, there is 'aasigniﬁc.ant e
difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing teaching of Yoruba poetry M
based on gender. This indicates that male and female teachers have different perceptions on
the challenges facing teaching Yoruba poetry in Abeokuta South Local Government Area,
H,,: There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing
the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on teachers’ qualification. e

Table 6: ANOVA Summary of Teachers' Perception on the Challen

ges Facing Teaching - ;
of Yoruba Poetry based on Teachers' Qualification

Variables Sum of Square df Mean Saquare F Sig.  Decision
Between groups 663.506 4 165.877

Within groups 749.344 45 16.652 9961 0.144 Acéept
.Total 14020.160 49

*Significance at p>0.05
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Total o 455.554 47 . 9593 29.120 09 :

*Sig_niﬁCance af,P<0-05

Summary of Findings )
1" There was a significant difference in the teachers' perception on the challenges 1
N facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on gender. s »
2 There was no significant difference in the teachers' perception on the challenges
- facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on teachers' qualification, ,
3 ' Therewas significant difference in the teachers' perception on the challenges facing
the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on teachers' experience. ’ :

Discussion of the F indings

The findings of this study revealed that the challenges facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry

in Abeokuta South Local Government Area as perceived by teachers include: teacher's

inabilftyi to enforce correction during Yoruba lessons, nability of stuc!ents to read Yoruba
text fluently, home background of the students, lack of_adequate poetic knowled_ge by thf:
teachers, inability of teachers to use appropriate instructional media and so on. This result_ 1s
consistent with the find ing of Adeosun and Ayodele (2008) who ob§erved that major §
problems include inability of students to communicate fluently and read in a good standard :

form of Yoruba language.

' indi ignificant difference in the
The outcome of hypothesis one indicated that there was a signi :
perception of teachers on the challenges facing the teaching .of Yoruba poetry based on
gender. This implies that male and female teachers had different perceptions on the

challenges facing the teachin g of Yoruba poetry in Abeokuta South Local Government Area.
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Conclusion

It could be concluded ‘ . |

Aol Baiint Lsc;lllg :;32 r(;ll;zl;s?ircs fagm% teaching and learning of Yoruba poetry in
instructional materials during Yoruba les:gnlsncir;l:lfil;te; ?)l’}ertzdmiblhty t?i ;SC appr,opr,iate
interference of English in the ing eoh. dhorsian b0 oAt

process teaching the subject, shortage of Yoruba t

home background of the students. Also, there was no significant d{gﬁ'ereﬁce in th: ;3::? ;I:ril
of teachers on the challenges facing teaching of Yoruba poetry in Abeokuta South IIjocal

Government Area based on gender and educational qualification respectively. However,

there was significant difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges facing the

teaching of Yoruba poetry based on teachers' experience.

Recommendations _
Based on the findings of study:

It is recommended that male an
with the teaching of Yoruba poetry, any aspect of
who know it should be consulted. Adequate provisi
devices will lessen the challenges faced by teachers an

Yoruba poetry.

d female secondary schools teachers should be conversant
the poetry that is a little pit difficult, those
on of instructional materials and poetic
d students in teaching and learning of

nqualified resource persons (onirara, asunjala, akewi) should be

The qualified and the u
ba poetry to arose the interest of the students.

involved in teaching Yoru |
comes to teaching of Yoruba

I hen it
The wealth of experience of teachers really count W ‘
poems. Thus, teacl;)ers with adequate teaching experience should be allowed to handle the

poetry aspectof Y oruba and possibly literature.
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elopment of cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains of a child,

though there are challenges facing the teaching of poetry in senior secondary schools. The
research design used for this study was a descriptive research of. survey type. Fifty Yoruba
leachers were sampled Jrom 10 schools using purposive sampling technique. Research
questions and hypotheses guided this study. A researcher-designed validated questionnaire
titied: 'Senior Secondary School Teachers' and Students' Perception on the Teaching of
Yoruba Poetry Questionnaire (SSSPTYPQ)' was used to elicit information from the
respondents. Descriptive statistics of mean rating and ranking order was used to answer
question 1, while the I-fest and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) at 0.05 level of significance
were used fo analyse the hypotheses. The Jindings showed that there was no significant
difference in the perception of teachers on the challenges Jacing teaching of Yoruba poetry
in Abeokuta South Local Government Area based on gender and educational qualification

espectively. However, there was significant difference in the perception of teachers on the
challenges facing the teaching of Yoruba poetry based on teachers' experience. Therefore, it
was recommended that the wealth of experience of teachers really count when it comes to
feaching of Yoruba poems. Thus, teachers with adequate teaching experience should be

allowed to handle the poetry aspect of Yoruba and possibly literature.

Heywerds: Senior secondary school, Teachers'perception, Yoruba poetry

Introduction
Literature is basically a form of language which expresses opinion about the society of its

creation. Literature gives students instruction on genres of oral and written language as well
as the basic principles of literary appreciation, customs and institution. Lamba (2015)
defined literature as a term used to describe written or spoken materials. Broadly speaking,
literature is used to describe anything from creative writing to more technical or scientific
works, but the term is mostly used for the creative imagination, including works of poetry,
drama, fiction and non-fiction. A more clinical definition of literature can be made through a
proper study of its genres. It is categorized into three main genres which include: prose,
drama and poetry. Prose as a genre of literature comes from Latin word “prosaic” which
means “straight forward”. Hence, the term prosaic is often seen as pejorative. Prose writing
is adopted for the description of fact or the discussion of whatever one's thoughts are
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incorporated in free followin
performance (Ogunjimi, 2003§.

1ces such as assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia and rhythm ar

3 Ve musical or incantatory effects. The use of ambigui | ism,

iron T (ALY : guity, symbolism,

intey ;a:tdtpther.styllstlc elements of poetic diction often leaves a poem ope1’1 to multiple
Tpretations similarly figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, metonymy.

However, literature at the Senior Secondary School is not taught as a subject in its own but an
aSpecf of language. It is believed that poetry can facilitate the development of cognitive,
affective and psychomotor of a child. According to Aboyeji (2005), it became necessary for
the Federal Ministry of Education, to insist in the National Curriculum for Secondary
S_chools- that Nigeria language be made compulsory to achieve the following objectives: to
give a rich and well-minded humanistic education; to reinforce the Yoruba language skills
already acquired by the students; to expose students to the beauty and potentials of language;
“and to expose student to healthy human values. ph : ' -

Yoruba poetry is divided into two parts; oral or traditional poetry (ewi atenudenu tabi ewi
abalaye) and written poetry (ewi apileko). The oral poetry is dominant in African countries
before the arrival of the Europeans, but in 1828 the Yoruba ortho graphy was written by Mrs.
Hannah Kilham, after her efforts, Yoruba writers received challenges and started writing
prose drama and poetry. In 1897 E. M. Lijadu wrote something on Ifa in a poetic form, since
that time oral poetry of Yoruba has gradually become the written form. Finvegan (1989)also
classified it into two parts, include oral and written poetry. He further said that oral poetry is
unwritten poetry. It often takes the form of a song. Oral poetry is one that is passed from our
progenitors and is not in written form, it is in their memory. For instance ese ifa, ofo, owe,
oriki, ijala, ekun iyawo, etc in Yoruba poetry. The second classification is written poetry
(Ogunji, 2002). Written poetry has now become popular in Yoruba land. Nowadays, there
are people like: Olanrewaju Adepoju, Tubosun Oladapo, Tunji Opadotun, Ademola
Adewuyi, Aremu Adebayo who have worked tremendously on poetry this day. Poetry has
been looked upon as been the most difficult of the genres of literature, students in senior
secondary schools today seem not to realise that good understanding and appreciation of
poetry is a catalyst to intensive comprehension of not only Yoruba language and its literature
butalso enhances their overall performance in all fields of learning (Ogunjimi, 2003).

Hence, the perceived challenges of teachers and students in teaching and learning of poetry
are analysed as follows: | _ .

Lack of interest on the part of students and teachers: some Yoruba teachers perceived
that they did not like poetry themselves and so flooded lessons with technical terms or turned
poems into guessing games that made students feel stupid. On the positive side, there are few
teachers who seemed to take genuine pleasure in poems and shared them with students asa
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