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Abstract

University of llorin (Unilorin) of Nigeria has been providing Internet facilities and electronic information (e-

information) resources to users such as academics through various scholarly communication models, including

open access (OA). Nonetheless, little is known about the academics ' awareness and attitude towards OA publishing.

The study examined awareness, attitude of academics staff towards adoption and use OA publishing using |

triangulation means of collecting data, Besides, this study determined the relationship in identified factors, Data

were obtained through questionnaires and semi-structured interviews, Academic staff members from the three \
|
selecied faculties (Social Sciences, Management Sciences and Communication ‘&information Sciences) of Unilorin |

were surveyed, while interview conducted for only two academics. Out of 152 copies of questionnaire distributed
only 140 copies were rerurned with response rate of 92.1 percent. The data collected were analysed using frequency
counts, percentages mean and regression analysis. The study revealed high level of awareness of O4 publishing and
positive attitude towards adoption and use of OA publishing by academic staff. Consequently, there is significant
relationship between indepeﬁdent variables and dependent variables of the study. The study recommends that
university authority should put in place OA pablishing policy that will encourage academics to publish in OA

reviewed journals that could be accepted for promotion and tenure elongation.

Keywords: Adoption, Attitude, Awareness, Open Access Publishing, Scholarly Communication,

University of [lorin, Nigeria

Introduction

Open access (OA) has increasingly assumed parallelism with ‘open access publishing’.
the realization of the need to enhance scholarly scientific communication”. It was first embraced
at global level in December 2001 during the Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) conference
where the need to use the arrival of kffernet technology to freely disseminate traditional scholarly
research findings was crystallised. Open Access is a useful means of accessing and

disseminating  knowledge on the condition that authors or creators of knowledge grant
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Open Access can be described as literature digital, online, free of charge and free of most

copyright and licensing restrictions (Suber, 2010). OA contents are not restricted only to peer-
| reviewed research articles; they can be in any formats. Okoye & Ejikeme (2010) identified the

benefits of using OA journals to include the following:
* Increased citation to published scholarly work
o Publication are free for authors
o Increased the impact and visibility of researcher work
o It helps in.career development

e Provides high quality scholarly work.

Jain (2012) asserts that OA is an effective vehicle to information exchange between countries.

' Despite the potentials and benefits of OA puBlishifig, adoption and use of OA"publishing among

Nigerian academics remains low. This paper examine the awareness and attitude as factors

influencing the adoption and use of OA publishing by academics of University of Ilorin.

~ Although several studies are have been carried out on factors that influence the adoption and use

of OA publishing in Nigerian universities, none of these studies has ever looked into awareness
and attitude towards the the adoption and use of OA publishing by academic staff at University

of Ilorin.

Statement of Problem
Although OA publishing may be a commendable model for scholarly communication system,

with its potential use and benefits to users, however, some factors such as low awareness of OA
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Introduction

Open éccess (OA) has increasingly assumed parallelism with ‘open access publishing’.
According to Ghosh and Das (2007:3), “the concept of open access emerged during 1991 due to
the realization of the need to enhance scholarly scientific communication”. It was first embraced
at global level in December 2001 during the Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) conference
where the need to use the arrival of Iffernet technology to freely disseminate traditional scholarly
research findings was crystallised. Open Access is a useful means of accessing and

disseminating  knowledge on the condition that authors or creators of knowledge grant
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permission for unrestricted use of their content with due acknowledgement and, importantly, not

for commercial purposes. There is rapidly expanding stock of scientific knowledge and many
African countries spend a lot on research (Ivwighreghweta & Onoriodc 2012). Yet access 1o this
pool of knowledge is often dxfﬁcult because of the relauvely lugh cost of scholarly Joumals print

£ S LT SR TSI} TUR Y W W

or electronic (Okove &Ejll\eme 010) Most of academic-libraries-are facing problcm of high
cost of prmted journals due to inflated pnce Of_]Ole&lS (senal crisis). This situation of serial
crisis and emergent of Internet enable stakeholders to come up with new scholarly

communication model referred to as Open Access.

Open Access can be described as literature digital, online, free of charge and free of most
copyl:ight and licensing restrictions (Suber, 2010). OA contents are not restricted only to peer-
reviewed research articles; they can be in any formats. Okoye & Ejikeme (2010) identified the
benefits of using OA journals to include the following:

» Increased citation to published scholarly work

o Publication are free for authors

e Increased the impact and visibility of researcher work

o It helps in career development

o Provides high quality scholarly work.

Jain (2012) asserts that OA is an effective vehicle to information exchange between countries.
Despite the potentials and benefits of OA puBlishifig, adoption and use of OA publishing among

Nigerian academics remains low. This paper examine the awareness and attitude as factors

| influencing the adoption and use of OA' publishing by academics of University of Ilorin.

{ Although several studies are have been carried out on factors that influence the adoption and use

of OA publishing in Nigerian universities, none of these studies has ever looked into awareness

! and attitude towards the the adoption and use of OA publishing by academic staff at University

of Ilorin.

Statement of Problem
Although OA publishing may be a commendable model for scholarly communication system,

with its potential use and benefits to users, however, some factors such as low awareness of OA
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publishing and poor attitude of academics could constitute the problem of low adoption and use
of OA publishing in the university. Therefore, this study examined the relationships betvieen
independent. Variables (awareness; attitude) and’ dependent-variables -(adoption; use)_of OA

publishing by academics in the University of Ilorin.

Significance of the Study
The study is significant because it highlights a number of significant issues related to the
adoption and use of OA publishing in Nigerian universities iri order to address the challenges of

slow adoption and use of OA publishing amongst academics in University of Ilorin.

Objective of the Study
The main objective of this study was to investigate awareness and attitude of academic towards
adoption and use of OA. publishing in University of Ilorin.
The specific objectiveé of the study are to;
|. Determine the level of awareness of OA publishing by academic staff of University of
Ilorn;
2. Find out academics’ attitude towards the adoption and use of OA publishing in the
University of Ilorin;
3. Examine the level of fli¢ adoption and use of OA publishing by the academic staff of
University of Ilorin and
4. Establish the relationships between independent variables (awareness, att.itude) and

dependent variables of the study.

Research Questions
This study sought to answer the following research questions.
|. What is the level of awareness of OA publishing among academic staff of University of
llorin? N
2. What is the academics’ attitude towards of OA publishing in University of Ilorin?
3. What is the level of ado.ptiorl,a.nd use of OA publishing by academic staff in University of

Ilorin?
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4. What is the relationships between independent variables and dependent variables of the

study?

Literature review
Awareness is a precondition to successive adoption and use of OA pub ications unless an

mdmdual uses_it. unknowingly.. According-to— Dinev. and-Hu_(2005) “awareness Taises
consciousness and knowledge about a certain technology and its personal and social benefits”.

This opinion was backed by their study which proved that awareness as the central determinant
of user attitude and behaviour towards technology. In the OA atmosphere, awareness has also

been recognised as a key determinant in usage of this mode of scholarly communication (Fullard,

2007).

Open access concept is still not widely known among researchers from various geographical
localities and research disciplines. Some of the studies reveal that OA was an unknown concept
to many researchers (Christian, 2008; Utulu & Bolarinwa, 2009). A study carried out by
Christian, (2008) for example, revealed that only 3 percent of 66 respondents at the University of
Lagos were aware of the OA coneept, while 22.7 percent others knew very little about it and a
majority (74 percent) of the respondents was completely unaware of open access. It supposed to
be noted that the level of understanding was not uniform for various open access terms, even
where awareness of OA is reported. For example, a study by Swan & Brown, (2005), reported
that subject repositories or archives were the most known types to the respondents who claimed
to be aware of OA concept than OA journals. A similar study By Sanchez-Tafrago™ and
Fernandez-Molina (2009) also revealed different knowledge of OA related initiatives among
scholars from a group of health researchers in Cuba. According to this study, while 44.8 percent
of the respondents (N = 160) were reported to be aware of 0A journals, only 20.7 percent knew
about open access repositories. Dulle (2008) reported that the most common known terms or
initiatives by researchers were OA journals (59.6 percent respondents) and OA repositories (22.8
percent respondents). Very few respondents knew about specific OA initiatives such as Budapest

open access initiative (none), OA movement, (8.6 percent) and the OAlster.org (2.9 percent)
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On the contrary, Popin-Ramacharan & Dawe, (2006) found that only 24 percent of their
respondents were aware of OA concept.. According to Swan & Brown (2005) in the Join:
Information Systeins Committee7Open Society Institute (JISC/OSI) study of journal authors from
mainly developed countries (U.S. and Europe), revealed that about two-thirds (67 percent) of
those who never published in an OA journal were aware of OA concepts. Swan & Brown, (2005)
carried out a survey of two groups of authors, those who had published in OA journals and those
who had not. It was found that the main reason authors had not submitted to OA journals was
that they were not aware of suitable titles in their fields. Similarly, Ramachandran & Scaria
(2004) noted that poor level of awareness of OA publications among scholars in Nigeria is a
major obstacle to optimizing and strengthening OA in Nigenia and other parts of the developing
world. Since most of the OA resources are located in the World Wide Web, it will require access
1o the web to be able to appreciate their immense benefit. Even those who have access to the
internet may not necessarily be aware of the existence of the OA technology, while those who

are aware of it may have a misconception of it (Chan & Kirsop, 2001).

Ouya (2006) carried out survey to examine the opinion of journals editors in the Sub-Shara
Africa region on OA publishing. "It was revealed that journals editors perceived ‘OA to be
beneficial and recorded high level of OA awareness. The study implies that apart from awareness

as a determinant of adoption and use 8f OA*publishing, editors’ attitade also plays a significant

role.

Attitude is an individual’s overall affective reaction to using a system (Venkatesh er al., 2003).
Attitude plays a vital role in acceptance of OA publications, which has a significant influence on
behavioural intention of OA publication usage. Attitudinal studies of OA publishing has started
dates back to 1991(Xia, 2010). However, there has been little research in OA that systematically

investigales the variety and grouping of subjective opinions that the academic community may

based system, which have a strong effect on use and intention to adopt and use either OA
publications. Supporting such findings, a study by Louho, Kallioja and Oittinen (2006) contends
that attitude has a strong effect on technology use and intention. In this study, academic attitudes

lowards OA publishing were considered to be influenced both their intention and adoption
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~ behaviour of OA publishing (Louho, Kallioja & Oittinen, 2006; Obuh, 2013; Warlick & Vaughn,
2007). Warlick and Vaughn (2007) examined the faculties who had published in OA journals
and established that for biomedical faculty to publish in OA jouma\s quality was of primary
_concern. Also free public avm abxhty and increased exposure “wéte not strong enough incentive

for the authouo choose OA over subscription publications, unless.the quahly issue was properly

| addressed.

| Fass, Cross and Gardner (2013) carried out research on behalf of Taylor and Francis to examine

the researcher’s perception of OA in six continents of the world. It was established from the

findings that researchers have access to most of the articles they nee

Australia = 42%, Middle East = 41%, US &Canada = 39%, Europe = 35%, Africa = 33% and

Latin America = 29%. It was glaring from the findings that Africa is still lagging behind in term

of having adequate access to OA journals which might be due to negative attitude developed
towards OA. This research finding is an eye-opener and motivated scholars to carry out study on
African countries to ascertain our status in OA initiatives. Morris and Thom (2009) investigated
1,368 scholars in the United Kingdom (UK). It was reported that their concerns about open
access included “possible cost to authors, possible reduction in quality and negative impacts on

existing journal publisher and society. They also found that the faculty had the perception that

OA models had little or no means of quality control.

<A study by Mammo and Ngulube (2013) examine academics use and attitude towards OA in
selected higher learning in Ethiopia. The finding revealed that 50% of respondents agreed that
OA journals had adequate standard quality and scientific merit.  Obuh (2013) found out
researcher’s attitude towards use of OA publications in order to determine the position of LIS
lecturers in Southern Nigeria. The census sampling method was employed hence the entire
population of 141 lecturers from the Departments of Library and Information Science of the
* fourteen (14) universities in Southern Nigeria were used as sample for the study. It was
acknowiedged that both junior and senior lecturers exhibited high positive attitude towards usage

of-©A-publications—And-this-might-be-responsible-for-high-tevel-of-usage-of-©OA-publications by

the both cadre of lecturers.
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Dulle2008) examined OA usage to determine the extent o which researchers accessed and
disseminated scholarly content through OA in Tanzania. It was revealed that a majority of the
respondents(71.7 percent) claimed 1o aceess scholarly content through open access and2].2
percent disseminated their research findings through OA avenues such as OA journals and OA
repositories. This result is similar to other studies (Schroter & Tite, 2006). Dulle, Mini-Majanja
and Cloete (2010) observed in their study that less than 20 percent of Tanzanian researchers
disseminated their findings through OA channels than those who accessed free online content.
Precisely, less than 20 percent of the respondents published in OA outlets as compared to 62
percent of those who accessed free scholarly content from the Internet. The situation whereby
researchers publish less than they access content in OA outlets is not peculiar to public
universities in Tanzania. Correspondingly, Deoghuria and Roy (2007) carried out a survey and
reported that out of 125 respondents, 80 percent of them accessed OA literature and 20 percent
used OA for publishing their research output. Similar finding by Man, Walter, Hess and
Wignard, (2008) ‘established that despite the fact that 66 percent of the respondents claimed to
have used OA publication media to access scholarly content at least once in their academic
career, only 28 percent of them had actually published using the same media. Utulu and
Bolarinwa (2009) reported that awareness of OA was not matched with actual use either as

authors or as readers of scholarly contents.

Methodology
This study employed the descriptive survey research design. This choice of this design was

because it allowed existing information to be gathered to describe the behaviour of an existing
population. The data collected were analyzed using frequency counts, percentages, mean,

Standard Deviation, Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) and Regression analysis.

Popuiation and Sample of Study

The population for the study consisted of academic staff (lecturers and librarians) in three

selected faculties (Communication and Information Sciences, Social Sciences & Management
Sciences) and main library of the upj—.versity. A sample size of 152 academic staff was randomly
selected from the population of 1031 academic staff (Source; Academic Planning Unit of

Unilorin) to respond to the questionnaire through a multi-stage sampling procedure involving
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4

purposive, stratified and simple random sampling technique, Only 140 out of 152 copics of

questionnaire distributed were returned with response rate of 92, Ipereent.

v
o

Instrumentation

The major instrument Lhm was used to collect the data was a modified questionnaire entitled the

sS Pubhslnng (AUOAP) The instrument consists of a 58-

which sought academics perception on adoption and
titude toward OA

“Adoption and Usage of Open Acce

item with 54 structured response statements
use of OA publishing. Only two independent variables (awareness and a
and use of OA publishing) were analysed in

publishing) and two dependent variables (adoption
int Likert scale and scored

the present study. The response pattern was structured after a four-po

4321 for strongly agree, disagree and strong The instrument

ly disagree agree, respectively.

was subjected to scrutiny by experts in the field of scholarly communication and education

ascertain the face and content validity. The questio
mic staff of the three faculties and the librarians in the

measurement unit to nnaire was personally

administered by the researcher to acade

- main Library of the university.

" Limitation of the Study
Due to certain weakness inherent in the methodolog

characterized with some limitations. First, the population of th
¢ entire academics of the University of Tlorin. Second, the geographical scope

y adopted in the present study, the study is
e study cannot be a good

representative of th

' of the study, which is Kwara State is rather small and can hardly represent the entire universities

in Nigeria or even in the old western state.
Results and Discussion
This study sought to determine the gender of the respondents. The findings are presented in

Table 1 below.

Table 1: Gender of Respondents
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Gondor

Cumuluative
- - |-Frequency—-| Percent - {-Valid-Percent |- —Percent
Valda Male - 119 | 85.0 85.0 85.0
Female 21 15.0 15.0 100.0
Total 140 100.0 100.0

Source: Field data, 2014

Table 1 shows that 85% (119) of the respondents were male and 15% (21) of females This

implies that majority of academic staff in the University of [lorin were male.

Research Question 1: Awareness of Open Access (OA) publishing among Academic Staff

University.
Reserch question 1 sought to determine the leve

of

| of awareness of OA publishing among

academic staff of University of Ilorin? The findings are summarised in Table 2 below.
Table 2: Level of Awareness of Open Access (OA) publishing by academic staff

ITEM — [sA A |D SD Total "X | SD

] heard about OA 191(65.0) |36(25.7) | 12(8.6) 1(0.7) 140(100.0%) | 1.45 | 682 \
before this survey . | | ‘

“ Tamaware of OA | 55(39.3) | 51(36.4) | 29(20.7) 5(3.6) 140(100.0%) | 1.89 | .857 }

initiatives (BOAI) | J
j [ am aware of OA 66(47.1) | 70(50.0) | 3(2.1) 1(0.7) 140(100.0%) | 1.56 | .578 ‘
' Journals '
"Tam aware that I can | 67(47.9) | 70(50.0) { 2(1.4) [1(0.7) |140(100.0%) f 1.55 | .567 |
i access research findings | " |
ﬁfough OA outlet i ' ‘
i [ am aware that [ can 76(54.3) | 58(41.4) __4(2.9) 2(1.4) . 140(100.0%) | 1.51 | .629 )
| disseminate my research ‘
' findings through OA :

outlet | ¥ :
jTam aware that OA 44(31.4) | 65(46.4) | 22(15.7) | 9(6.4) 140(100.0%) E 1.97 | 856
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publication are B

copyright free at the | | [

point of use ‘ '

I am aware of OA tools | 29(20.7) 5136.4) 47(33.6) | 13(53) | 140(100.0%) [ 231 1906

e.g OA e e ‘ - -
- - \ . -—
| I am not aware of QA 18(12.9) 8(20.0) [ 47( 33 6) | 47(33.6) | 140(100.0%) | 2.88 ~ 1.021
i publishing ‘ |
i Total Average Mean 1.89

Source: Field data, 2014

Table 2 shows that majority 90.7% of the respondents heard about OA before this survey, while
" 9.3% of the respondents disagreed.  Based on this finding it can therefore be argued that level of
awareness of OA publishing among academics in the University of Ilorin was high. The mean

and standard deviation of staff adoption and uses corroborate this claim. This was shown with

the total average mean score of (X = 1.89) which was above the lower item rated mean above.
The result is contrary to findings by Christian (2008), which revealed that only 3 percent of 66

i respondents at the University of Lagos were aware of OA concept , 22.7 percent knew very little

‘ and 74 percent of the respondents were completely unaware of OA concept. This is also in

. congruence with the study carried out by Emojorho, Ivwighregweta and Onoriode (2012) on

; what is obtainable in University of Benin where statistics indicate high level of awareness of OA

ade o8

' (86 percent).

Research Question 2: Academics’ attitude towards adoption and use of OA publishing in

University of Ilorin?

The second research question sought to determine the academics’ attitude towards adoption and
q g p

use of OA publishing in University of Ilorin. The findings are summarised in Table 3 below.

Table 3: Aftitude towards of Open Access (OA) publishing’

ﬁTEM | SA A ' D SD Total X |SD
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Lread OA Journal 34(24.3) | 65(46.4) | 3726.4) [ 42.9) 1 140(100.0%) | 2.08 | 787

articles regularly | | 4
\ - | |
l

A e

TIE2D) | 312D 4R | 1400100.0%) [ 2,05 | 752

| cite OA Jounal 32(22.9)

|

|
Articles often | ,
20(14.3) | 57(40.7) | 47(33.6) |

I never access OA 16(11.4) 140(100.0%) | 2.96 | .970

Journal articles

|
T

OA Publishing is a good | 42(30.0) | 81(37.9) | 10(7.1) | 7(5.0) | 140(100.0%) | 1.87 .748
1

1dea i

| I like OA publications 4‘1(29.3) ' 81(57.9) | 14(10.0)  4(2.9) ‘ 140(100.0%) | 1.86 | 702

;IwishIknewofOA 29(20.7) | 55(39.3) | 42(30.0) 14(10.0)"140(100.0%) 229 | 910 |
Publishing earlier than ‘

| now l l

2.19

' Total Average Mean

Source: Field data, 2014

Table 3 shows that majority 70.7% of the respondents read OA publications regularly, while
29.3% of the respondents disagreed. The results show that majority of the academics have
positive atttude towards OA publishing in the University. The mean and standard deviation of
academic staff adoption and uses corroborate this claim. This was shown with the total average
mean score of (X=2.19) which “was above the lower item ratéd "‘mean above. This trend might
not be unconnected with sufficient ICT training, coupled with the government current supports
provided to upgrade infrastructural facilities in Nigerian Universities.

The above result is in congruence with previous studies (Driscoll, 2009; Dulle er al., 2010;
Obuh, 2013) have revealed positive users’ attitude towards OA publications. However, Coonin

and Younce (2010) reported negative attitude of senior lecturers towards OA publications.

Research Question 3: Level of adoption »and use of OA publishing among academic staff of

University of Ilorin N
The third aspect the study sought to determine relates to the level of adoption and use of OA

publishing among academic staff of Wniversity of Ilorin. The findings are illustrated in Table 3

below.
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Table 4: Level of adoption and use of OA publishing

ITEM SA A D Sp | Total E “Tsp
Toften use OA 53(37.9) | 71(30.7) Ts’(To.—n“Wj" 140(100.0%) | 1.74 ’ 672
 publications-inmy - - S - -

‘I research
| T usually retrieve 51(36.4) | 74(52.0) | 12(8.6) 320 | 140(100.0%) | 1.76 | 695
‘I scholarly content from | ?
| OA outlets ___——

I only cite and not 130.3) | 41(29.3) | 48(34.3) 38(27.1) | 140(100.0%) 279 .948

publish in OA

| publications | | /’J
Fsuﬂly peruse contents 34(243) | 80(57.1) | 24(17.D) 2(14) | 140(100.0%) | 1.96 688 |

| from OA Journals ] ‘
| mave preference for | 27(19:3) 58(41.4) | 48(34.3) | 76.0) 140(100.0%) | 2.25 | 823

using OA Publications

[ have submitted many WWWTW 140(100.0%) 40 | 872
papers to OA Journals o
WWWW 53.6) | 140(100.0%) [ 2,09 | 713
others articles from OA

| | journals . .

in OA outlet

[ have intention to use WMWW 120(100.0%) | 1.77 | 627
OA scholarly materials

[ will publish in OA 42(30.0) | 81(57.9) 12(86) | 5(3.6) | 140(100.0%) | 1.86 .7‘154
outlets in the near future

@W f— ' 2,06

As can be seen from Table 4 above the majority 8

publications in their research, while 11.4%

2nd Open Access Natlon

Source; Field data, 2014
8.6% of the respondents often use OA

of the respondents were disagree. Also, 87.9% of the
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respondents agreed that they will publish in OA outlets in the near future, while 12.1% of the
respondents dlsagrc‘cf The Ie‘s.uhs'of findings show that academic staff of the university adopted
and used of OA publications. The mean and standard deviation of academics’ adoption and use

of OA publishing corroborate this claim. This was shown with the total average mean score of

(X=2.06) which was above the lower item rated mean above.

Research Hypothesis 1: Relationship between awareness and adoption of OA publishing by

academic staff of University of Ilorio

Further this study sought to assess whether there is no significant relationship
and adoption of OA publishing by academic staff of University of Ilorin. The findings are

hetween awareness

1llustrated in Table 5 below.

Table 5: Correlation of variables under study
""""" ’ | N Mean Std, Dev R ‘ P SigJ

|
Adoption of OA publishing | 140 | 20.57 4333 . } - - ]
|
“Awareness of OA publishing | 140 | 15.13 | 3.634 473%* 1 0. ocﬂ S*J
s significant at the 0.05 level (2- -tailed).As shown in Table 5 above, there is a

Correlation i

significant relationship between the awareness and adoption of OA publishing among the

academic staff, The results't shGw that adoption of OA ptblishing has significant relationship
with awareness of OA at (=473, P<.05). Since P is less than 0.05 level of significant. Hence,

there is a significant relationship between the awareness and the adoption of OA publishing by

academic staff of University of Ilorin.

Research Hypothesis 2: Relationship between the attitude and adoption of OA publishing

by academic staff of University of Ilorin
Moreover the study sought to determine whether there was any sngmﬁcanl relationship-between

the ammde and 1d0pt10n 1 of OA pubhshmg by academic staff of Umversny of Torin. The

findings are illustrated in Table 6 below.

’II.
-

Table 6: Correlation of variables under study
N J Mean '] Std. Dev r P

|
1

Sig ’

| Variables
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Adoption of Open Access "}_l—fok 2057 | 4333 ‘TI,‘—"_’* ]-—*TJ —
e il I
Attitudes | 140 [13.023| 2868 | .742** [ 0000 | S*

|

| | |

’
"y

Correlation is significant at the 0,05 leve! (2-tailed),
The findings-presented in Table 6. show-that-that-there-is a significant relationship between the

attitude and adoption of OA publishing by academic staff of University of llorin. It reveals, that

the adoption of OA publishing has significant relationship with academics’ attitude towards OA
publishing at (r=.742, P<.05). Since P is less than 0.05 level of significant. Therefore, there is a
significant relationship between the attitude and adoption of OA publishing by academic staff of

University of Ilorin.

Research Hypothesis 3: Awareness of OA publishing, attitude towards OA publishing

This study set to test whether there are no composite effects of the independent variables
(awareness of OA publishing, attitude towards OA publishing) and the dependent variables
(adoption and use of OA publishing) of academic staff in University of Ilorin. The findings are

illustrated in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Regression Analysis of the combined prediction dependent by the two independent

variables.

R=0.764

R Square=0.583

Adjusted R*=0.577

Std Error of the Est.=2.818 '

Model Sum of Squares | Df | Mean square F ’ P } Remark
Regression | 1522.043 2 761.022 95.806 0.000 | S*
Residual 1088.243 137 | 7.943

Total 2610.286 139 }

Table 7 shows ‘that there was a signjﬁcaﬁt joint relationship of the independent variables
(awareness of OA Publishing, attitude towards OA Publishing) the combination of the

independent variables accounted for 58.3% of the total variance in the adoption and uses of OA
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z:b:_t:j ii?ifi;iji?:)- The analy.sis .of variance of the multiple regression data yiclded

o ound to be significant at 0.05 alpha.level F 2/137),= 95.800, P<
O"O?‘ This-Impliesthar the G@HfbiHEd;Bonmbution—th&independentpvariabJe&to-‘th&depen‘dem»
variable was significant and other variables not included in this model may have accounted for
the remaining variance,

Table 8: Showing relative contributions of the independent variables to the dependent variables.

rﬁ .
| Variable | Unstandardized f Standardized ;
‘ Coefficients (B) [ Coefficients | j
| —‘-——"‘r"‘—d/-
T P { Remark

!ﬂodel (B) Std. j Beta |

| Error [

‘ Constant(Adoption and uses | 3.929 |1.265

1 of OA)
- Awareness of OA publishing | 0.236 | 0.072 199 2 '
- Amitude towards OA ' 0.996 ,00_92/———’—1—’—“’_’/"’IJ

of'the independent variable to the prediction of

Table 8 reveals the relative contfbution of each
In terms of magnitude

adoption and uses of OA publishing by academics of University of Ilorin.
of the attitude towards OA publishing contribution to the prediction of adoption and uses of open

access publishing indicated above as (B=0.659, = 10,869, P<0.05), while magnitude of the

awareness of OA publishing contribution to the prediction of adoption and uses of open access

publishing stands as (B=0.199, t= 3.284, P<0.03).

!

Summary of Findings

s of findings show that there was high level of awareness of OA publishing among

The result
mic Staff in the selected faculties of the University of Ilorin. In addition, the
wi with the

mean and

Acade

standard dev1at10n of acadermcs adopnon and uses support thlS clalm ThlS was sho

1otal average mean score of (X = 1.89) which was above the Iower item rated mean above. In

addition, the results of findings show that majority of the academic staff showcased high positive

attitude towards the adoption of OA¥publishing in the University. In summary, the results of

findings show that academic staff of the selected faculties in the University of Ilorin adopted and
used OA publishing for their scholarly activities. The mean and standard deviation of staff
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w

w

——

1aption and uses corroborate this claim. Thi
adop borate this claim. This was shown with (he lotal average mean score

of (X'=2.06) which was above the lower item rated mean above.

o

Implicaticrs of the findings

The imphcation.of these- ‘dings’iszmaum3d°mi0554uni\£ersily,authority,;md other stakcholders
need to take the issue of support for adoption and use of OA publishing very seriously. It is not
o be convinced, encouraged and
ocacy for adoption and use

publications for the

enough for academics to know about OA publishing, they need t
even persuaded to adopt and use peer-reviewed OA journals. The adv
of OA publishing must be repackaged to remove fear of rejection of OA

promotion and tenure process by the university promotion committee.

Conclusion
academics

of the
hile

t that awareness and attitude of

The study provides empirical evidence to sugges
publishing by the academic staff

played significant role in adoption and use of OA

university. Moreover, academics’ attitudes towards OA publishing are generally positive, W

there are significant reservations about quality and preservation of OA publications in an

increasingly digital information organization.

Recommendation
The result of this study suggest that if open access scholarly co
onestly “purstied, increase in visibility and wide d

mmunication policies are not
issemination of research
rsity authority should

n OA reviewed

formulated and h

output may become fantasy. It is important to suggest here that the unive

blishing policy that will encourage academics to publish 1

put in place OA pu
As reflected in the

be accepted for promotion and tenure elongation.

journals that could
academics felts reluctant to publish in OA journals

interview part of the study, that
OA publications for the promotion by the university authority. Mor

because of

fear of rejection of e efforts

should be geared towards well equipped and functional [nternet facility in the university.
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