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Theoretical Framework

%;‘;Searchers vented their opinions on why the
: CC and other law enforcement agents engage
m crimes and brutal treatments towards civilians
or the public. They have a statutory responsibility
to_pmtec_t a state. Therefore, the study is explained
with social conflict theory

Social Conflict Theory

The social conflict theory embodies vast social
phenomena such as class, culture, race, morals,
ethics, revolutions, religion, and many more.
Social in this context refers to group conflict
between different groups of people, in this case,
the police and the citizens, instead of conflict
between individuals (Marx, 1971). This theory
which originates from the Marxist tradition,

 basically asserts that the police are an instrument

1c4

used by the elite and the power to maintain the
status quo of inequality. In essence, race and class
in an organization determine _the dynm?n:‘.:‘ of tha
relationship between the police and civilians In
society; hence, politically powerless and
economically mmgina]j;;rll cihtz:.ens] ‘ ar; ﬁ
i experience inci ces of police bru
Hke DS, inefficiency of the
ng the excesses of

a gg{;i.ﬂt]f:
still exist @ 5
thin the force that carry

jgnificant

out their duties

as
officers W1
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diligently (Wallace, 2010), Also, this theory
postulates that the police exist majorl y to serve the
interest of the upper class, which is not the case in
Nigerian society. While this submission is partly
true, it fails 1o encompass the TL‘II“I}" of the Nigeria
Police officers and their duties in community.

lhe theory is relevant to this study "Public
Perception on the mvolvement of EFCC in Aiding
and Perpetrating Cybercrime Offences” in the
sense that it provides significant understanding to
how the Law Enforcement Agencies are been used
as instrument by the elite and the powerful in the
society 10 maintain status quo of inequality. The
theory also holds that race and class in a society
determine the dynamic of the relationship between
the police and civilians. Hence the politically
powerless and economically marginalized citizens
are more likely to experience incidences of police
brutality. As a result of the fajled state, there is a
wide gap between the citizens, bringing about a
very low middle-class population, where it is
either rich or poor, making most Law enforcement
officers devise innovations to generate more
income. This wide gap then leads to CONFLICT.

Methodology

The research studied public perception of the

involvement of EFCC in aiding and perpetrating
cybercrime offenses. Essentially, the study adopts
a qualitative research design for ap in-depth
investigation into the participation of EFCC ip
Cyber criminality in Nigeria. A quantitative
method was also adopted to measure  some
variables and to generate both frequency and
percentage for a comprehensive analysis of the
data generated. The population of this study was
participants who have once been involved or are
still actively involved and have vast knowledge op
the issue(s) of EFCC and cybercrimes, The
population of this study was purposively drawn
from three (3) universities, University of llorin,
Kwara State Polytechnic, ang Kwara  State
University (KWASU). A total number of 34
participants, 12 participants from each university,
were selected for the study. The sampling design
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used in selecting participants ﬁ?r the gy,
Multisampling ~ method  which iﬂcludeasﬂg
|'Lil'pﬂ:ii‘-"l.2 and Rcicr;al samplip S % &E ..:
method. While purposive sampling ., Y u-."’la
for choosing the schools, Snﬂwballing Wag uh]]lat iy
select participants based on referra], g 5“'_1[. {
is defined as a |1un—p_nrubab11|ty technigy, 5 wll-ug :
the samples have traits !hal aIe Tare 10 fing 7 A | | i
a sampling technique in which €Xisting g, ! i
refer to recruiting samples required for g e m,l A
study. Participation was selected bageg - #
selection criterion, which goes ip lige Withp;: r
research questions.

¥

Tl

The research instrument used in this Study wag
interview checklist. The interview seeks 1h=| &
opinion of individuals in a sample or 4
on issues directly related to the objectiyes of e i
research study. The interview was dil‘ﬂcledmth f\
targeted population. Some variables i Ilw'lg:.
measured  through the 2Likert . scal]
measurements ranging from Yes and No 4 &
measuring responses. The measurement was s

af

ab
in order to be assertive in some positions of te 1,
participants.  Validity is a crucial p Wl
measurement that concens itself with whethe &
test actually measures what it is supposed
measure (Abiri, 2006). To ensure the validity of .,
the instrument in terms of clarity, appropri iy
and accuracy of words, the comments "
criticism of the Cxperts in the Department of .
Criminology, University of Ilorin, Nigeria,
the basis of the final draft. Primarily, contetl y
analysis wag adopted to analyze data b
from the study, L

P
Results ang Discussion i
Public Perceptions on the invulvemen”fﬂw W
in aiding cybererime 3 y
Ever since the establishment of the e

agency in Nigeria, particularly in recent fl;l; I
there has heep commotion and verbalization f
d1ﬂbmnt angles conceming the efficacy, le#%shl
T.l'l..lS.L and Tﬁ]lﬂblllt}’ of the agency in thc ’
42AINSt cormyption in the country. While sﬂwl
Nigeriang believe that the agency is
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ting corrupt practices and even

1g corrupt clements in the
- pold that the agency is yet to be
_I.I_:i_g_l.tc |J“._-J_q:;ig11t3d duties (Sowunmi
o ith -.I: o, 2010). EFCC 1s cnmmissiungé
A h:'.;;i'l"-“':‘ of enforcing the provisions

' Act 2015 They are also
o 7 avestigate and prosecute those
ot Jived in cybercrime (Lawrence,

1

st1Ze
sty lat e .
ol caigni!
v |I'|*I o

ik Jael

¥
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L Ll :|'|'|'-:

__ umor that many EFCC officials
& to prevent cybercrimes by
v " aking an arrest are found involved
y -!_'I",'\_.,_--_-i|m‘ cither directly or indirectly.
.| capable of cffective detection,
- ond control of cyber security since
ol rise © Jifferent departments and
b & uch as the police in their various
g If they are provided with the
B stonomy; POWer, tools, machines, and
M ey will curb the menace of
B e in the country without much stress.
e to do so makes the public perceive or
I. FFCC to be a part OF in support of
g | and criminals. gome of how these
fohters get themselves involved in the
were birthed to eradicate include:; Poor
etigation of cybercrime Cases, not punishit?g
xnerators of cybercrime, Lack of Integrity In
amng out ¢ hercrime cases, and a few others.

it
& LKL L

. he eVl

0l

e 10EY

Né punishing perpetrators of cybercrime.
Bsgonse (o research question 2, do you thi
HCC aid cybercrime by not seeing ﬂ:‘e
tment of perpetrators of c}rbercrimﬁ n
“#0i" The majority of the participal'llﬂ agrﬂﬁ
T Hely 1o this, say ing EECC is already diving
i d in major

corruption observe
One of the

agencies within the country-
s responded with this argument:
EFCC  encourages

If they don’t

' see to the arraignment

hment of perpetrators of
ceordingly or turn @

some culprits either
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:’:;2::;1“ political
Pﬂliticiansnr therF are children of
cybercrime and T]IG]EE{] .
E;}stm prosecute ethe;CL :]::-
overing that they are chil
of high politicians in the cnu:trm
What else do you ex i %
: pect, if the
EFCC is  closing
eyes to
offenders? Then, so many more
Wl]l‘fearless]}f g0 into it.
(University — of  Ilorin/Law
ﬂudﬁnﬁﬂﬂl&vehﬂaiﬂﬂll )
From the interviewees' response, it can be
undemt?od that EFCC officials are believed to aid
c}fben_:rlme by not carrying out their functions
effectively to a reasonable extent. Turning blind
eyes to obvious cases, non-thorough investigation
of crimes and punishment of crimes are ways in
which the public perceives the organization
(EFCC) to aid these crimes. To further bolster this
pc-ipt was a statement from another participant
saying:
EFCC although are doing their
very best to reduce the problem
of cybercrime in Nigeria, but a
few bad ones are also a part of
most of these crimes, SOmE
EFCC  officials i
cybercriminals of their mode of
ration and areas in which
they are about 0 raid so that the
privilege ones would bave &
firsthand information aﬂd flee
ihat arca, they also claim iﬁ"
are ]ﬂVﬂSﬁEﬂtmg a
would not do i
g findings

position or

il tion an ’
investigatt :
e th perpetaors Mg ¢
o e, and they w0 L
mﬂicient dence Wbﬂiﬂg
makes the o lfg}rgatteﬂ
mcnﬂﬂl“-"i"ra e [lonn
ni\'ﬂTSiW Ofpep,anmﬂﬂt
/Criminology 21)
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Chimezie, paul, & Joab-Peterside, (201 1 ‘1’!1""'“
with this statement that the EFCC is Jnum: l,\-,_-”
deep in adding and decreasing crime un.t A
more evident in the second and third party crimes.

Lack of Integrity in carrying out cybercrime

Cascs - i

When the participants were asked to give [!H:IT

understanding on the interview question; EFC Lﬂ

Lack [nlugrji} in carrying out cybercrime a:zIISL‘S as

regards to aiding cybercrimes in Nigeria, it was

observed that the majority were of the ﬂpiﬂ“{’“ “'_E”

there is actually a gross lack of integrity In

carrying out the functions the EFCC which 1‘11::_}'

were constitutionally saddled with. When there 18

no integrity in a system, then compromise on Ihtf_lf

objectives is inevitable. Lack of the EFCC I

carrying out their function, among which is

fighting cybercrime, is another way they aid

cybercrime in Nigeria. Shockingly, about 70% of

the participant's response to the interview question

was positive. They argued that most of the EFCC

officials, just like the government officials and

other crime-fighting agencies in Nigeria, lack or
have lost their integrity.

One notable .contribution from one participant is

this;

Just as it is no more a thing of dark,

of the corrupt practices of the

Nigerian military and paramilitary

agency (especially the police and

other defense agencies), so also 1S

the corrupt practices of the EFCC

becoming. There is a gross loss of

the appraisable act of integrity, and

this result in the compromises seen

.In some FEFCC officials." The

parjicipam also disclosed that he has

officials of the FFCC that tells him

“’? area 1n which they are going to

raid and that evep they sit down

together to drink alcoho] in a low-

key secluded mote] and that is wh o

the official would disclose things to

him in exchange for grants, financig]
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help, and other mutual pey
relationship

(Kwara pol Yiechy, |
/Political St 1
student/300level/Male/2021)

; a problem of justice delivery y
]Zd;rsgi p in the l_:ZFCC justice ol m
hindered the low perinm-fa“ce ﬂ,frm'im' j ha;
administration (Abdullahi, Wakili & M “shtg
2015) also stated that the leadership of theudaﬁmn
is considered corrupt and lacks th? muﬁ%lf
fight corruption, rath‘er than ﬁS]:ﬂl:ng cormg, n:
corruption has engulfed the administragig, -

by

eficy

state

makes them lack integrity and worth Mot
"one penny”

Collecting Bribes from cybercrime SuSpects
In response to the fourth interview questigy, i
you think EFCC supports cybercrime by
collecting Bribes from cybercrime k
Nigeria? There was an excellent 77.8% Positie
response. One of the participants even went ahey
to give what he called a life scenario, he said:

When EFCC discovers some of these
criminals, they go after them and threaten
to arrest them except if the suspect can
'sort them' (bribe) them. And when the
suspect complies with their terms, they
will just close the case and act as though
nothing happen". He gave an instance of
when a famous Hip-hop musician
popularly known as Bella Shmurda came
o llorin for a show and a convoy of up 10
60 vehicles comprising mostly of cas
owned by internet fraudsters made 8
convoy for the musician. This prompted
the EFCC officials to raid and make
ATEsls — after the said show, @
cybercriminals were asked to pay certil
Sums of money if they didn't want ”’l;
Prosecuted, depending on the assets

€ach person, The participant said he kno¥?
"Mernet fraudsters who paid a whoppi"®
4 of three million naira as bribe 01

be Prosecyted.
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cersity of Tlorin /Law
(L1 : it 1nnlevel/Female/2

grudt

-;.;.I' (his  statement,  Balogun (2016)
. 1;.”_':_11 e ﬂcti\'i1_i'35 ar:dl Operations of the
pir®® " Financial ane Commissiop
"'ﬂ"-'ml-,",-;l,' hecome i]lCI’EHSlIlgl}’ cnmplicated as
o I_l]:'lﬂ‘.t' crime practice fused in the System
.I‘*‘_*ull:r" L-]-irtli‘”*"l'.rmmq actmtqies have beep
frfﬂﬁ\.;.; nce the inception _Uf F‘FCC' There is
0 nervasive corruption in the numerous
l‘d'E”L_Lﬂ-'-ju'l‘-' administration of criminal justice
P’“"}m:iucriﬂ- which  stem  from  frayg
B yictims. Balogun  (2016)  further
”ﬁLl.:L\ o EFCC :,Pf;rativcs Flemand hribes and

" ¢ and how their operations are guided by
g Lqi qotivation, which shows the extent to
I|r.1:hm‘1 has infested the judicial administration

of Nigeria's apex corruption-fighting

.u:;]il.'l.'

adequacy and ineffectiveness of EFCC

i is also believed to be a major indirect means
ich the EFCC is perceived to have aided
e The inadequacies and ineffectiveness
r[.]-jt-'['[' i a major reason they cannot get
fficient information to arrest or pmselcutc
gpects believed to be involved in cybercrimes
d other related crimes.

C has performed its roles in curbing cyl_:-er
arity but is not sufficient to handle f;orruptlon
hich is one of the roots of all other crimes such
eybererimes. One of the panicipants who
aised the EFCC for trying their best made a

g ol

tment worthy of note;

The EFCC 1}; l'L‘-'!”}" II'}"iI’lg its hest 10 ﬁght
lhe menace of cybercrime, but corruption
i the country is depriving the public of
ippreciating their efforts. Althougl‘% they
lice fpy, challenges in the discharging ©

el roles, these challenges cause most ©

lhe nadequacies and the ineffectivencss
V¢ see, hut they are still trying their best
ersity  of  Tlorin  /Criminology
dent/400level Male/2021)

pant said:

. ""”m'fﬂo.l'a

epart aNd See ou0i
e ﬂfCrfﬂ'lfnnJ:cu””Y Studies (FJCSS) /&K
Federq) um,,g,’;;""” Security Studies, |3
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n the country is increasing
and this makes the standard of

day by day,

living ; .

e gr;gut;e country to get lower, no jobs

e, es and Iﬂthﬂl‘ harsh conditions

Bar lilzerlls Wwhich prompt youths who

" Ostly involved in cybercrime to
se gther means to cater for themselves

and this begins to grow day by day 3;

people see the succe
t 55 rate of
nvolved i

I _in the crime (Kwara state
polytechnic /Marketing

Studenﬂﬁ[llewlfhdalef 2021)
This statement by this respondent brings
a relationship between corruption in the
country and the result on the citizens and
the growing population makes it seem
the EFCC are not working. The results
also support Ayodeji (2012) that despite
the efforts of developing countries to
combat this menace of financial crimes,
criminals continue to exist as a result of
the weak financial system and the -
persistent civil and political unrest in the
affected countries. To the elite theorist,
EFCC is established and used as a tool
for exploitation rather than for which it
was established since it was established
by the "few elite' for their selfish

interest.

Factors that influence EFCC in aiding
rerime in Nigeria |
i{:'::aordingly, reported cases of corruption should
be objectively traced regardless of status,
ethnicity, or political affiliation of the people
i vu]vad’ It is believed that some of thnlase
betm rij;m victims are dangerous ar}d influential,
g such, they can hire of organize thugs and
e s aﬁ:cr any EFCC nFﬁciallthat takes an
?ssass:lm their case. This is one major 1masondw1-;£
ﬁ::sTEFCC officials mmpfnm}:_ ;::g sat;:il t?:e ?
1 tection
there is not Emugh;};oanything b v

families sh;::: 51:1:; he seen in The Nation online
comes Up-

ich states as
May 18, 2021 ‘“'hm ;
m;rspaﬁh:ri is P};lpﬁble fear in Osogbo capital
follows
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of Osun State as some suspected iul_urllt‘!
fraudsters popularly known as ‘Yahoo Yahoo
bovs” stormed the streets to protest against alleged
arrest by Economic Financial
(EFCC).

I'he nation

Crime Commission

gathered EFCC operatives had stormed
Adetunji Estate and Hallelujah Estate in Osogbo
10 arrest suspected internet fraudsters on Monday
might. Still, youths in the area waylaid them,
preventing them from allegedly taking away 20
vehicles belonging 1o the suspects. The youths and
other suspected fraudsters stopped the operatives
from getting out of the cstates. It was learnt that
the EFCC operatives abandoned the vehicles and
ran from the scene.

On  Tuesday morning, the suspected internet
fraudsters stormed Lameco Junction and Dele Yes
Sir Junction to make bonfires and mount
roadblocks.

The blockage caused heavy gridlock in all the
roads adjoining the junctions.

An occurrence like this makes the EFCC officials
not perform their tasks adequately, especially
when it concerns cybercriminals who are known
to influence the streets Or areas.
Accordingly, Nwoba & Nwoku (20
factors that induce an individual
M Corrupt activities, These facto
be in two forms which are
The internal factors that pre
10 commit a crime
ethnocentrism, while
Poor  pay System
institutions.
From the participants' response  when
further, it was observed that some of t}
influencing  the mnvolvement of

cybercrime in Nj geria are Summarized
below,

18) also listed
into participating
rs are believed to
internal and external.
dispose an individual
are  greediness apgd
the external factors include a

and  wegk government

probed
1e factors
EFCC in
in the table

v e Le e oco gy SrEi SR
Department of Criminology and Security Sty

dfﬁ;
Federal University, Oye-Ekitj, j; )
Vol 1, Issue-g,

Table 1: Factors that inﬂuem;e
of EFCC in cybercrime ip Nige
Items

the iy,

Insecurities
threats

and

Inadequate  evidence

for an arrest

Greed

Peer influence

Ignorance

Total 30
s

Source: Field survey, 2021 ———

The table above shows that insecuritjeg
from criminals are the main reason EFCC ufélh,:
may get to aid cybercrime either by Ch[x]giughh
quiet about it, turning a blind €¥e 1o it or ref,c
to follow up the case. Inad
arrest of the eriminalg could also

¥

PETpetrators are alsq
tracks. Tt often seems
for EFCC to detect

C, which brings about the participation ¢
-adjudicated practices from the EFCC “ﬁcﬁ
"l exchange for 5 financial grant from
, oy Ancther 08 mludmml;c"f:
: In which an alrcady corrupt 0
official influences the innocent ones. Mﬂﬁ
€Ot top EFCC officials ean also ":f@w
Subordinates jnto compromising their illiter!
‘ » lack of information, or way !
of the EFC( officials is also considered &

antj

-
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i (EFCC) get _tcs aid cybercrime, To
o full glory of cyber security, thoge
ave to learn Iw_w the cybercrime ring
: ral€s and ‘]ﬂih.c‘ 5[:':"]1: E-I-ES to fight the l‘ﬂcnacé
el always be a osig battle if seourity
ff:ssi:~.11-.=|]s are way behind cybercriminals iy
ological knowledge.

I";‘ﬂt:ll' by Daudu ( L’L{}HR}: the economic and
crime commission for example lacks
tearity: they are Hlﬂ:ﬁ‘: full of greed and lack
o {raining, the tjiflc:crs have no respect for
e job. they are Inghl}* unreliable, and often
e onstratc this by involvement in crimes or
bijusion with criminals involved in cybercrime as
result of oreed. In their routine work, they tend
protect the rich or individual with money and
alth engaged 1n cybercrime. Their status is
e used Lo oppress their fellow citizens through
kbery, blackmail, and intimidation. One of the
: i.:fp:mh also responded with this:

in Nigeria, the EFCC salaries

dose not even make them match

up to the average class...they

mostly live on loans to achieve
anything meaningful.....thereby

the EFCC officials see this as an
opportunity  to enrich  their

pockets quickly in other to be

able meet their numerous

wants

(University of Ilorin/Accounting
student/300level/Female/2021) .
gaga and Lopez, (2000) Suppﬂrif:d this
atement stating that many young recruits use the
BCC profession to gain capital to start 2
Biness. Others have the perception that
ke "casy money" as an EFCC officer.

ore th
]*nr'r.*dL !

pancic!

o

they can

k of national framework and infrastructure

lities of EFCC for the protection and
lagement of electronic payment fral[d
in

Wence the jnvolvement of EFCC

YErcrime in Nigeria

b Could be seen as the first a
Time is seen on the increase in
sufficient framework

nd foremost reason
Higﬂl‘ia.
and

dle no

TR Vol 1, Issue-1, June 2021
SN 2786-9636 (Print); 2790-3246 (Onfine)

infrastruc il
CILE:;T;“:::F:::::IITIFH I{T pr{&tct?t and ‘manage Izill
Bator i rrau_ effectively. rhc_- EFCC,
PO A Fm‘w-ilintmg and reducing the
o 0 clmftrﬂnu:‘ and cyber fraud, has no
o ent ways of tackling this menace using the
21 -Century approach. Concerning the
unavailability of national framework and
infrastructure facilities of EFCC for the protection
and management of electronic payment fraud,
about 33.3% of the participants responded
negative, and the remaining 66.7% thought that it
has been a lapse on the part of the EFCC and has
contributed to the increase in cybercrime.

Table 2: Measurable variables on the factors
that influence the involvement of EFCC in
cybercrime in Nigeria
Research Questions

Responses

Positive | Negative

24(66.7) | 12(33.3)

Do you think the lack of
national framework and
infrastructure  facilities
of EFCC for the
protection and
management of
electronic payment
fraud  influence  the
aiding of EFCC in
cybercrime in Nigeria

Do the inadequate data 21(58.3) | 15(41.7)

on the level and extent
of cybercrime affects
the performance of
EFCC in curbing
cybercrime in Nigeria”

19(52.8) | 17(47.2)

EFCC is not computer
literate. Do you think
this affects the aiding of
EFCC in cybercrime in
Nigeria

Lack of computer

forensic laboratory 10

(15(41.2) | 21(58.3)

160
Scanned with CamScanner



crime  related
| 1ssues, do vou think this
affect the aiding of
EFCC in cybercrime

cyber-

Source: lﬁd—uﬁg 2021
Table 2 presents the measurable variables on lil'lL‘
factors that influence the aiding of EFCC in
cybercrime in Nigeria. The table reveals that
00.7% of the total respondents argued that the lalck
of national framework and infrastructure ihci!incs_
of EFCC for the protection and management of_
clectronic payment fraud influence the aiding of
EFCC in cybercrime in Nigeria. In comparison,
22.3% of the participants argued negatively. From
the above, it can be deduced that majority of the
participants believed that the lack of national
framework and nfrastructure facilities of EFCC
for the protection and management of electronic
payment fraud influences the aiding of EFCC in
cybercrime  in Nigeria. The statement that
madequate data on the level and extent of
cybercrime affects the performance of EFCC in
curbing cybercrime in Nigeria, the table reveal
that 58.3% of the total participants argued that the
inadequate data on the level and extent of
cybercrime actually does affects the performance
of EFCC in curbing cybercrime in Nigeria while a
41.7% responded negatively. This indicates that
most of the respondents were of the opinion that
nadequate data on the level and extent of
cybercrime affects the performance of EFCC ip
curbing cybercrime in Nigeria.

The statement, EFCC is not computer literate, do
vou think this affects the effectiveness of EFCC in
cybercrime in Nigeria. The table above points out
that about 5289, argued that the EFCC is not
computer literate, not all the officials working
with the EFCC are conversant with the tcchnulug;f
and computers used in the forensic analysis by the
agency, and this affects the effectiveness of EFCC
in Nigeria while 47.2% were of a contrary vieyw
l_n mmsidcring the statement Iack of computer
Iunen:;]'.:. laboratory to im-'a::;tigmu and  analyze
cyber-crime-related issues, do yoy think thig

afects the effectiveness of EFCC in cybercrime?

inology Uid ASLIRNY slualas e
FUOYE Journaé :;:r:::n, of Criminology and Security g, -

Federal University, Oye-Ekit;

; une 20p; &
ISSN: 2786-9636 (Print) ; zmszqs(%) |
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les, |

Ni
Vol-1, Issue-1, Jerq

41.2% of the respondent had
statement, while 58.3% haq de Vig
implies that the lack of a :{?ﬁar}’vi
laboratory to investigate anq , J
related issues does not dirmtl},n;?:itgbmm i
on the effectiveness of EFCC ip Cyber y
This statement is backed , Q"HIF
Kurbanov, Svechnikova, zu[rfugml" K"'i“ml
(2017 and Akume & Okolj, 2016 stagzq’l
problems hindering the pmf.;.nname’ b Elllg e
Nigeria in fighting cybercrimeg tha Fr:‘tilj
existing law to adequately address ¢ 8 g,
technology with regards tg security o
online crime, lack of nationa] ::l
infrastructure for the protection and :
of electronic  payment frgyg n;:ﬁahﬂl
cybercrimes, no adequate datg On the ey,
extent of cybercrime damages in the oty
Nigerian law enforcement agencies g,
computer literate and lack of computer forense
laboratory within any branch of the Nigeri
Police or other law enforcement agencies
investigate and analyse eyber- crime related sy
and Inadequate funding by the gOvernment.

a pﬁﬂlh\re :

The EFCC effort in curbing
its accountability in Nigeria.
As shown in the table below, 55.6% of i
participants responded positively to the st
seeking to enquire if curbing of cybercrime by
EFCC improves the accountability of the EFCC
while 44.4% have a different opinion. Ths
implies that reducing cybercrime might ml
necessarily improve accountability because ¢
EFCC is to prosecute cyber-criminal and o
financial crimes in the country.To improve I
accountability, more efforts will be put o
scaling up EFCC tools and skills ﬂf%
and detecting cybercrime and all other uded
crimes. 58.3% of the total respondents pett
negatively to the statement of whethﬁf!h” ol
Improvement in  Arest, ProseattiE Ly
Conviction of Perpetrators of cybercrimeé & of t#
1o the effort of the EFCC, while 41-”“::“ o
Positive view. This implies that thefe a
been increases in arrest,

cybercrime enhany
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serpetrators of cybercrime. The [In the off —
e effort to curb | 23(65.7 —
3(65.7)

cybererime, do you think
the. ‘F.F{TC should take
additional steps which are

. ipM of 1 o L
i ke statement 18 if the effort of EFCC iy

f o
0 . -]1;‘1"-'1'“]1’: has .-1ﬂppf:d the government or
o m 0ging public funds judiciously and

r accounts of how funds were

. Iﬂ-lilwlu' rende :

s 1“}uq1' 19.4% gave positive opinions. The ﬂlrlrlf:d at improving its i

gl . g).6% arc of a contrary opinion, This ability to fight and l
prosecute cybercrimes

= g y
i lies that the efforts of the EFCC have not
ik, the mamlpllml of the cormpt tﬂp

4 tE; ans and pol icyholder.
alitic

through partnership with
counterpart agencies in
other countries

surable Variables to determine Source: Field survey, 2021

hle 3 }.'[{‘i‘l . I
(her EFCC effort 1n "-'_“_rhlf'lg C‘}’b'l:rcrime Like other hidden and illicit activities .such as
’ enh?'_f!‘:‘"f’*l-tl-lg accountability in Nigeria trafficking of drugs and humans, corruption (in its
= bles Response entirety) has become a terrifying phenomenon that
cid : defies all kinds of measures (Beare, 2003). No
Positive | Negative doubt EFCC has really done great jobs in the past
s (LI exposing and arresting crime perpetrators some of
B cubing _of 20(55.6) | 16(44.4) those affected incluﬁf:: Badg? Ajiola, Ganiyu
bercrime DY the IL'H} C Sa'id. Sola Okanlawon, Odunlami Toyin, Modupe
ove the Investigation Akinlola, and Ibrahim Aladele. All the officials
cess of the EFCC were staff of the Ogun statc government Houss
. Accounting Department.(Aiyetan, 2007:23-25;
there. been | 15(41.7) 5 Adeyemo, and Yishau, 2007: 27; Onyechere,
B rovement in Arrest, 21(38.3) 2004:3-6); The arrest and detention of former
Esecution and House of Representatives speaker Dimeji Bankole
8 viction of Perpetrators in June 2011 over N10billion loan obtained by the
House which was alleged grossly mismanage

gybercrime as regard 10
effort of the EFCC

011:1&2); the arrest of former governors

(Yusuf, 2
yo state, Aliyu Akwe-

Adebayo Aloa Akala of O

state, and Gbenga Daniels of

E—————

|
29(80.6)

0 }'ﬂu_lhin's the effort of
C in curbing
bercrime has stopped the

smment or officials
gm using public funds

7(19.4)

Doma of Nassarawa
Ogun state 10 Octo
misappropriating p

N101 billion while in 0
of their various sta
2011: 5). Despite al

ber of 2011 for allegedly
ublic funds amounting to about
ffice as Chief Executives
tes (Ganagana., and Adebayo,
| these success still there's still

ficious! and .
iponsibly render a long way to g0 as the list of cybercrime seems 10
gounts of how funds be inexhaustih]ﬂ. To answer the secondl research
JF scd question: Has there been jmpmvm;mm in tArrest%
| i d Conviction of Perpetrators ©
— ] Prosecution an

frequent application of | 11(30.6) 24(69.4) c}fhﬂrﬂfimﬂ as regard 10 the l.’:ffﬂﬂ of the EFC{_:.
trol 10 a wide range of Given the impac[ of the {IPBI.S,T.IDPE of the FF?{F;:
administration controlling corruption 11 Nigeria, Gflc.wm? t
ities, was this as a tempted 10 assume that the Commission 15 n}?
it of FFFC effort 10 fronted with challenges. However. on the
r y— s (" in its bi late or combat

Bing cvbercrime ontrary, the EFCC in its bid to regt
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1R2
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corruption in Nigeria is faced with Hercules
challenges. One of the challenges confronting I'h‘-‘
EFCC as such stands as an impediment against
effective control of corruption by the Commission
is the unfriendly judicial process in the country.
The legal tools of stay/delay of proceedings in the
prosecution of corruption cases have rcsultledl n
about 2,000 unfinished cases of the Commission
outstanding in courts spread across the country as
of 2011 {(Nanaghan, 2011). A participant made an
interesting statement on additional steps which are
aimed at improving EFCC ability to fight and
prosecute cybercrimes through a partnership with
counterpart agencies in other countrics
Yes EFCC can partner with other
foreign agencies around the world
because most of the EFCC
officials know little or nothing
about the cybercrime. If they can
join forces with some other
. agencies they can be taught and
guided on how to tackle
cybercrimes perpetrators
(Kwara State University
Law
Student/400level/Female/2
021)
Supporting this statement Okogbule, (2006) also
stated that the EFCC Collaborating with
government bodies both within and outside
Nigeria carrying on functions wholly or in part
analogous with those of the commission
concerning the identification, determination of the
whereabouts and activities of persons suspected of
being involved in economic and financial crimes,
the movement of proceeds or properties derived
from the commission of economic and financial
and other related crimes, the exchange of
personnel or other experts and also undertaking
msaean:h . and similar works with a view o
dcttrmfmng the mauiflf:statiun, cxtent, magnitude
andl.{ﬁects of economic and financial crimes and
advising government on appropriate intervention
measures for combating same

FUOYE Journal of Crimfﬂf
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Conclusion

Majority of the participants wepe of

that FFCC is already diving Imgthe %1‘
corruption that Iis observed i the N
agencies within the country, it cap :
t}%al EFCC officials are, to a msg;ﬂbﬁ
believed to aid cybercrime by not eni
their functions effectively. Also, j wc:m!..
that majority were of the opiniop “lﬂt,%“"
actually a gross lack of integrity i ther,
the functions the EFCC were %ﬂ.
saddled with. When there is m,mn"mnﬂ)
system, then compromise on thejr _ﬂty‘ I‘;
inevitable. Lack of the EFCC in JeCtive

function, among which is fighting cm:r
another way they aid cybercrime i NIM:
Shockingly, about 70% of the panig

response to the interview question was posii

The study also reveals the involvement of iy
in cybercrime via collecting bribes fiy
cybercrime victims. While EFCC does not
sufficient framework and infrastructural facilijs
the officials do not also have adequate o
knowledge and training that can make
effective in investigating cybercrim .
conclusion. Though, some
dangerous and influential people
hire or organize thugs and ass
EFCC official that takes an inte
This is one of the major reasons
officials compromise their stands
enough protection for them and th
should incase anything happens. Hen
concludes that majority of the EFCC
not all, could to some extent be ¢2
through aiding and abating cyber

The  study, therefore,
Zovernment should re-orienta
duty according to the Nigerian
chact laws that would dis
aiding cyber offenses. EFCC
with the Fundamental Human Rig

T

-
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r|r-l;|iq1f? 1o .]‘.TI'C'-.'L:IIT the dc”hﬂr{l[c
‘J. (hese rights. Only trained and
° . should be dispatched to be in
ed criminal investigation cases,
also empower EFCC to
rosecute those involved in money
s n.ﬂ'- cybercriminals; checks and
ﬁt he used 1n criminal investigation
orS should be assured of their
o during, and after any criminal
P ion O o un This would enable them to
,m] uphold the country's glory.
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