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ABSTRACT
Key stakeholders in the political space have always yearned for credible elections in Nigeria. Against this backdrop, many have suggested the adoption of e-voting as a panacea to curbing electoral fraud that has since achieved a quotidian status in Nigeria. This paper presents an assessment of the University of Ilorin students’ unions election of 2014 where the e-voting system (SUEVS), designed and implemented by Computer Services and Information Technology Centre, University of Ilorin (COMSIT), was deployed.  Findings indicated that students’ union’s e-voting system; a web based driven system connected to the school’s portal, provided different accessibility levels for voters and aspirants. It also allowed for rapid processing of election results, reduced the risk of human and mechanical errors and eliminated multiple registrations among others. However, despite these credible advantages, the e- voting system presented some pitfalls mostly in the areas of security and voter education. This paper concludes by emphasizing the necessity of e- voting as panacea to electoral fraud in Nigeria. With the University of Ilorin student union’s election e-voting model, Nigeria can adopt the e-voting system for its future elections if the recommendations identified in this paper are addressed.
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Introduction

The Democratic process is today one of the means of choosing leaders into political offices in most countries of the world. In other words, through a democratic platform, citizens of a country have the opportunity of exercising their civic rights by electing the candidate of their choice through voting.  However, over the years, conducting free and fair elections had been a herculean task for most developing countries.

In Nigeria, the history of electoral hiccups is, perhaps, as old as the country. At the end of each election process, it is not uncommon to hear barrage of complaints, accusations and allegations of fraud coming from different stakeholders in the electoral process. This is not to say that those agitations are unscrupulous as in some cases election results have been upturned by the courts (Fagbohun, 2013; Oni et al, 2013 & Taiwo, 2000).This validates the position that the electoral process, in Nigeria, is fraught with some challenges. Although, the conduct of elections in some developing democratic nations is changing due to political stability and voters’ awareness of their need to exercise their civic rights to vote in a legitimate government (Douglas, 2003), the need arises to improve on the present status. One of the approaches to this is by looking at the e-voting alternative which many have touted to be the best solution that can mitigate electoral fraud in developing countries like Nigeria. 
An Overview of Nigeria’s Electoral System
No doubt, the electoral system of any country plays a pivotal role in sustaining and moulding political behaviour of citizens (Okolo, 2003) but equally determines the outcome or the success of a process of choosing political office holders. Therefore, it is right to say that elections and democracy are inextricably related because credible elections can only hold in a democratic society where citizens can freely vote without fear or prejudice (Odion, 2012). Election, as an onus of the electoral system, can then be defined as an act of choosing or selecting candidates who will represent the people in the parliament and other positions in the government (Odion, 2012). Therefore, the act of electing candidates into political offices is not as easy as one thinks, rather, it is ridden with various problems and vices that may eventually mar the electoral process. 
In spite of the interventions by different electoral bodies, Nigeria, since independence, has been prone to challenges in their electoral systems that are yet to be resolved till date.  In  1964 for instance, the general elections was marred by cases of incomplete voters’ registers, manipulation of election results by politicians and their agents or representatives, disenfranchisements of eligible voters, invalidation of ballots, carting away ballot boxes, attack on polling booth by political thugs and miscreants, intimidation by security officials, massive rigging, double voting, impersonation among others (Mohammed, 1997). Nigeria’s electoral umpires like FEDECO, NEC were apparently overwhelmed by these challenges until the 2011 general elections when Prof. Attahiru Jega was appointed as INEC chairman. That marked a watershed as the 2011 elections were acclaimed to be free and fair by many local and International observers even though losing parties challenged the outcome up to the Supreme Court.
In seeking for a lasting solution to the Nigeria electoral problems, the current INEC Chairman, Prof. Attahiru Jega reaffirmed to National Assembly on the need to adopt the e- elections alternative. Apart from the INEC Chairman, other stakeholders in the polity had advocated for electronic elections as a means of eliminating the sundry problems in the electoral process. His position was supported by a chieftain of the defunct Action Congress of Nigeria, Alhaji Lai Mohammed who affirmed that “e-voting was the surest way for Nigerians to join the League of Nations; therefore, it was high time that electoral fraud was wiped out” (Vanguard Newpaper, 2013). However, for this to happen, the National Assembly must amend Section 52 sub-section 2 of the Electoral Act which bans electronic voting. This was proposed to the National Assembly which was rejected on the account that it is not auspicious for the country (Vanguard Newspaper, 2015). 
The reasons rendered by the National Assembly have their credibility in their own right but this has not abated the calls from key stakeholders in the political space for the adoption of the electronic elections system in Nigeria. Interestingly, the e-voting system was deployed, recently, in the University of Ilorin Students’ Union’s elections. This prototype gives us the privilege of closely assessing the workability and feasibility of the e- voting system. Since the university is seen as a microcosm of the outside world, this paper, by providing an overall assessment of the University of Ilorin Students’ Union’s e- voting system, confronts the challenges of electoral fraud in Nigeria in a way that seeks to explore the general prospects and challenges of e- voting in Nigeria.     
Concept of e-voting

E-voting popularly known as electronic voting has been defined in different ways based on its level of applicability to conducting free and fair elections. Generally, e-voting is any voting process where an electronic means is used for casting votes and results counting (NIGOMSAT, 2013).  In another way, e-voting is a term that describes the use of electronic cards and electronic voting machines in voting for the preferred candidate during election. This definition explains the “how” of e-voting by describing the way and manner it is being implemented.
 Alternatively, e-voting can be defined as (among others) the application of information and communication technologies (ICTs) to different aspects of voting which include registration,  casting of votes, counting and processing of results and dissemination of results (Iwu 2008). By considering these definitions, it can be said that without the right technologies in place, it will be pretty difficult to drive electronic voting due to the complexities involved.
Electronic voting is a preferred form of voting especially in sophisticated democracies. This is due to reasons such as enlightened populace, advanced democratic culture, availability of capital, stable power supply and availability of sophisticated ICTs that can successfully drive the conduct of election (Folarin, Ayo, Oni & Gberevbie, 2014).  Therefore, countries that are technologically advanced such as United States, Great Britain, and France among others have successfully adopted e-voting based on the above reasons mentioned.

However, for the purpose of clarity, Zissis & Lekkas (2001) identified two types of e-voting. The first type is e-voting through machines located at polling stations and being monitored strictly by electoral agents; while the second type e-voting allows voting to be performed by the voters remotely and not monitored by electoral agents. Each of these types of e-voting has its advantages and disadvantages, however the most commonly used e-voting system in some developed countries is the electronic voting machines. For instance countries like Brazil and Chile successfully deployed voting machine to aid in the election process, this has resulted in fast voting and counting of votes. Asides, several post election disputes were resolved amicably since representatives of political parties can check the machine for further verification and clarification (www.osundefender.org/deployment-of-ict-in-elections)
By way of comparison between the two types of e-voting, elections conducted using Direct Recording electronic Machine (DRE) has its own benefits such as speedy results, accuracy, reduction of manpower and paperwork (Wiliams & King, 2004). The paperwork aspect of this machine has increased its acceptability in some countries. For instance electronic voting systems that do not leave a paper trail have been banned in Netherlands, Ireland and some countries in the United States. The bane of direct recording machines involves vulnerability to sabotage and equipment malfunctioning (Abhishek & Sushash, 2002). On the other hand, internet voting provides ease of access, flexibility and convenience. Internet voting allows voters to vote from any location such as voting kiosks, libraries, home computers and other public places (Douglas, 2000). However, internet voting is not without its challenges especially in the area of security, and investment in infrastructural and telecommunication gadgets that are  needed to be put in place to drive successful voting, if not many will automatically be disenfranchised especially in developing nations that are not technologically prepared to kick start it.  Unless the Nigerian government invests enormously in telecommunication infrastructures, internet voting may not be realized easily.
Benefits of E-voting in Nigeria
Several scholars and bodies have identified numerous benefits of e-voting compared to other voting systems. E-voting system addresses some major anomalies that were inherent in the Open Ballot System. For instance the Nigeria Communication Satellite (NIGCOMSAT) in 2013 highlighted the benefits of e-voting based on the successful outcome of her e-elections in the selection of official members. These include the following: (i) results are processed speedily and tabulated accurately; (ii) it reduces the risk of human and mechanical error; (iii) results are available real time via the internet and can be accessed via web enabled devices such as PCs, laptops, phones or IPAD by logging on the website; (iv) it reduces electoral fraud to the barest minimum; (v) and lastly, it eliminates multiple registrations and upholds one vote paradigm.
Other benefits of e-voting had been identified which include the following: It is accessible to all and easy to use; (ii) results are recorded speedily and made available quickly. (iii) it guards against manipulation and interference of votes once it is recorded; (iv) it ensures that individuals cannot be impersonated based on several security checks; and finally, it ensures verification of votes cast and the use of traceable information trails for future purposes (Abiola-Oseni, 2012)
In the light of the above, if the Nigerian government adopts e- voting, the major problems of open ballot system will be eliminated.  Nevertheless, e-voting has its own challenges mainly the procurement of sophisticated ICT tools and telecommunications infrastructures across the country at the initial stage of deployment.  
Challenges of E-voting in Nigeria

E-voting is becoming a global trend and is capable of launching Nigeria on the global scene. In this respect, Nigeria should strive to join the comity of nations that have adopted e-voting. However, in meeting with this set target, there are challenges in its adoption which must be addressed strictly, if not, the benefits of e-voting may not be realized in the immediate.  The first challenge that must be contended with is procurement of sophisticated telecommunications infrastructure, therefore government needs to earmark enough fund to procure these equipments. For instance, e-voting goes along with stable supply of electricity, therefore erratic power supply as is currently experienced in Nigeria gives one the impression that it may be quite challenging for the country, unless there is a positive turnaround. In this regard, the federal government should involve the private partners to achieve laudable success.
Secondly, e-voting is prone to human manipulation if adequate security measures are not put in place. It is believed by some school of thoughts that computer devices are the most prone devices for election rigging (Folarin et al., 2014). Software being the source code that drives the voting system should be highly secured and protected from hackers by building strong firewalls that are well authenticated and encrypted. 

Another major challenge of e-voting is disenfranchisement of some elements in the society on account of inability to read and write, lack of interest in the use of ICTs, disabilities among others, thereby violating their right to secrecy of ballot. E-voting may cause digital divide between the rich and poor, elites and non-elites due to the high level of illiteracy in the country. Before Nigeria can benefit from e-voting, the populace should be educated and trained in the use of ICTs. Therefore, training and retraining of citizens on the use of ICTs should be the utmost priority of government, if not, third party voting is unavoidable due to ignorance on the part of some electorates. 

Apart from this, there are general problems confronting elections in Nigeria which include: (i) inability to conduct free and fair elections, (ii) the conduct of election has been ridden with disputation, litigations, violence and political instability (iii) an intolerable political culture due to bad orientation and attitude toward politics (Oni, Chidozie & Agbude, 2013).   Political culture has been defined as the orientation of citizens of a nation to politics (Agboola, 2008). In a country like Nigeria where the populace show low democratic values, it can be said emphatically that the political culture is low. Therefore, during the time of elections, electoral malpractices occur such as impersonation, double voting, and invalidation of votes are unavoidable. Therefore, political culture of the country should be sanitized such that the benefits of e-voting can be realized by the government and the governed. 
Fifthly, lack of a comprehensive voters registers can contribute to the non successful adoption of e-voting in Nigeria. For instance, the compilation of voters registers had been a herculean task for INEC, several people had been disenfranchised on account of unreliable voters list. Their names are either omitted or misspelt which disqualifies them from casting their votes. Up till now, a comprehensive and up to date database for voters’ registration is yet to be in place, thereby making e-voting in Nigeria a seemingly impracticable venture.
Furthermore, the absence of voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) has been ascertained as one of the disabilities of e-voting system (Idike, Adeline & Nnenna, 2014). The paper audit trail provides an independent external check on accuracy and in cases where the credibility or legality of election results are challenged before the courts or election tribunals. In the absence of an audit trail, the reconfirmation of election results in cases of disputes can only be done electronically which may not be satisfying for the parties involved. 
 By addressing these challenges confronting credible elections in Nigeria, it will further prepare an operating environment for the successful adoption of e-voting as a panacea to curbing electoral fraud.
Prospects of E-voting in Nigeria

The adoption of e-voting has a lot of prospects for Nigeria due to its possibility of ameliorating the numerous problems encountered in the conduct of free and fair elections. The benefits of e-voting include economic, social and political gains for the country, for instance, e-voting sanitizes the political environment due to its means of curbing electoral malpractices such as manipulation of votes, impersonation, errors in counting among others. By this, democratic ideals and values are being entrenched by the government and governed.

Secondly, through e-voting, the country thrives economically when there is political stability. Consequently, foreign investors will be wiling to partner with the federal government by investing in different sectors of the economy. Over time, the economy becomes stable and this reflects in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country. Thirdly, e-voting eliminates social problems that are prevalent in the open ballot system. The open ballot system is used as a platform by miscreants and corrupt politicians to engage in electoral practices such as manipulation of election results, rigging, miscounting of votes and inflation or deflation of votes among others. With the adoption of e-voting, hoodlums and miscreants will be rendered jobless and the tendency of violence will be totally eliminated during elections.
Another prospect of e-voting involves the reduction of recurrent expenditure earmarked by INEC for the procurement of election materials such as ballot boxes and papers (Uzu, 2009). Government expends heavily in conducting free and fair elections such as producing voters’ registers, permanent voters cards (PVC), transporting and distributing of election materials across the country among others. Huge funds are always needed by INEC to successfully implement pre and post election activities. However, with the adoption of e-voting, the funds allocated for the production of elections materials will be drastically reduced to the minimum. Lastly, e-voting reduces the stress and burden of distributing election materials across the country. Sometimes, these materials are hijacked by hoodlums, corrupt politicians or stolen by fraudulent persons. There are times when these materials are not delivered on time due to the wide coverage, thereby creating tension, stress and anxiety for the INEC officials, electorates, candidates and their party members. However, with the adoption of e-voting, the conduct of elections becomes less burdensome.   
An Assessment of Students’ perception of the University of Ilorin Students’ Union’s E-voting System 

The University of Ilorin E-voting system was developed by the Computer Services and Information Technology Centre (COMSIT), the first of its kind in conducting students’ union’s elections. The e-voting system is a web driven system attached to students’ portal. It provided for different level of accessibilities for prospective candidates and voters.  The e-voting system allows voters to cast their votes within the specified time of the election that had been communicated to students. At the end of the elections, results are monitored and processed by electoral officers at the collation centre, and eventually disseminated to everyone and sundry. In cases of null votes, a situation where by an aspirant that is ‘unopposed’, fails to have the minimum number of votes counted, the system allows an election re-run for the affected candidate. (See Appendix for the step by step procedures in using the e-voting system).
Methodology

The researcher sampled the opinion of one hundred and eighty (180) students in the University of Ilorin selected by purposive sampling to determine the features of the system, perceived benefits, perceived risk/security gaps of the system and the challenges students encounter in the use of the e-voting platform. A survey design approach was used with aid of structured questionnaire to capture students’ perception on the e-voting system adopted by students’ union in conducting their elections. The questionnaire was divided into three sections, Section A captured the demographic profile of students, and different criteria used in assessing the system; section B measured the challenges encountered by students during e-voting; while section D constituted two scales measuring students perception on e-voting system which include perceived risk and security gaps and perceived benefits respectively. These two scales were initially developed by Folarin et al., (2014). The researcher established the Cronbach reliability alpha of the perceived benefits which revealed a score of 0.84 scale and perceived risk and security (0.6) respectively. The face validity of the two scales was further established revealing a high face validity based on the comments of two experts in the field of political science.  
Presentation of Findings
Field data collected was analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 17.0. The results are presented in the tables below:   

(a)Table 1: Demographic Profile of Students

	Age of student

	Frequency
	Percentage

	18-20 years
	64
	35.6

	21-25 years
	111
	61.7

	Above 25 years
	5
	2.8

	
	
	

	Gender
	
	

	Male
	121
	67.2

	Female
	59
	32.8


Table 1 above reveals the demographic profile of students that were sampled in the study.  64 (35.6%) were in the age category of 18- 20 years, 111(67.1%) 21-25 years, while 5 (2.8%) were above 25 years respectively. There were gender differences constituting males 121(67.2%) and females 59 (32.8%).his shows that a higher percentage of male students responded to the questionnaire items than females. 

Table2. Essential Features of the E-voting System adopted for Students’ Union’s Elections  
	Features of the E-voting system
	Strongly Agree 

(F %)
	Agree

(F %)
	Undecided

(F %)
	Disagree

(F %)
	Strongly Disagree

(F %)

	It provided for different levels of accessibilities
	47 (26.1)
	83(46.1)
	26(14.4)
	10 (5.6)
	5(2.8)

	It is very easy to use and flexible
	46 (256)
	77(42.8)
	30(16.7)
	16(8.9)
	7(3.9)

	It is very convienient
	53 (294)
	74(41.1)
	26 (14.4)
	17 (9.4)
	7 (3.9)

	It saves time
	57 (31.7)
	78(43.3)
	21 (11.7)
	11 (6.1)
	7 (3.9)

	It is a preferred option for voting
	29 (16.1)
	69(38.3)
	40(22.2)
	21 (11.7)
	7(3.9)

	It is very complex to use
	19(10.6)
	32(17.8)
	40(22.2)
	60(33.3)
	22(12.2)

	It processes election results quickly 
	51(28.3)
	86(47.8)
	25(13.9)
	10(5.6)
	4(2.2)

	Election results are disseminated quickly
	39(21.7)
	80(44.4)
	40(22.2)
	12(6.7)
	4(2.2)

	It is not user friendly
	10(5.6)
	42(23.3)
	48(26.7)
	52(28.9)
	22(12.2)

	Interference of school authorities in the selection process
	37(20.6)
	48(26.7)
	44(24.4)
	28(15.6)
	15(8.3)


Table 2 above reveals the inherent features of the e-voting system adopted for the students’ union’s elections. Students rated the e-voting system on a 5point Likert scale ranging from strongly agree (SA) to strongly disagree (SD). Majority of students agreed that e-voting system had the following features in varying percentages: Provided for different levels of accessibilities (46.1%), easy to use and flexible (42.8%), convenience (41.1%), saves time (43.3%), preferred option for voting (38.3%), processes results quickly (47.8%) and disseminates election results quickly (44.4%). On the other hand, majority of the students also disagreed that the e-voting system was not user friendly (28.9%) and complex to use (33.3%). Based on the results in the above table, it has revealed that overall, e-voting system was positively evaluated by students. The feature that had the highest percentage of students was the ability of the system to process election quickly (47.8%) followed by its provision for different accessibility levels (46.1) and disseminating election results quickly (44.4%) respectively. In essence, the e-voting system had some benefits there were not present in the manual system of conducting election.
Table 3: Perceived Benefits of the E-voting System
	Perceived Benefits
	Strongly Agree (F %)
	Agree

(F %)
	Undecided

(F   %)
	Disagree

(F %)
	Strongly Disagree

(F %)

	Reduces risk of human and mechanical error
	56 (31.1)
	79(43.9)
	18(10.0)
	13(7.2)
	2(1.1)

	Ensures that people’s votes are counted correctly and accurately
	36 (20.0)
	89(49.4)
	26(14.4)
	14(7.8)
	2(1.1)

	Accurate than the paper ballot election scheme
	40(22.2) 
	75(41.7)
	30(16.7)
	18(10.0)
	4(2.2)

	Increases voters’ comfort and convenience
	44(24.4)
	83(46.1)
	22(12.2)
	15(8.3)
	4(2.2)

	Eradicates subjective count errors in voting
	29(16.1)
	97(53.9)
	27(15.0)
	10(5.6)
	6(3.3)

	Enhances free and fair election
	33(18.3)
	68(37.8)
	35(19.4)
	20(11.1)
	10(5.6)

	Encourages more people to participate in voting
	33(18.3)
	97(53.9)
	48(26.7)
	8(4.4)
	4(2.2)

	It ensures faster processing and timely dissemination of election results 


	19(10.6)
	58(32.2)
	26(14.4)
	31(17.2)
	11(6.1)

	It reduces the stress of counting votes manually
	69(38.3)
	77(42.8)
	16(8.9)
	6(3.3)
	1(0.6)


Table 3 above reveals the perceived benefits of e-voting system by students. Majority of the students agreed that the e-voting system had benefits that accrue to individual voters, and the elections at large. It was affirmed by students that the e-voting system does the following: reduces human and mechanical error(43.9%), ensures people’s vote are counted correctly and accurately (49.4%),accurate than paper ballot system (41.7%), increases voters’ comfort and convenience (46.1), eradicates subjective count in voting(53.9%) among others as  indicated above. Out of the benefits outlined, the benefits of encouraging more people to participate in the election (53.9%) and eradicating subjective counts in voting (53.9) recorded the highest percentage of students’ responses. 
Table 4: Perceived Risk and Security Gaps of the  E-voting System
	Perceived Risk and security gaps
	Strongly Agree 

(F %)
	Agree
(F  %)
	Undecided

(F %)
	Disagree
(F  %)
	Strongly Disagree
(F   %)

	Prone to manipulation and rigging 
	54(30.0)
	50(27.8)
	26(14.4)
	24(13.3)
	13(7.2)

	Reduces the chances of ballot boxes snatching 
	58(32.2)
	78(43.3)
	20(11.1)
	9(5.0)
	4(2.2)

	Prevent lose of voter’s information during election
	42(23.3)
	75(41.7)
	28(15.6)
	18(10.0)
	2(1.1)

	Voters’ information may be leaked to third party
	28(15.6)
	56(31.4)
	33(18.3)
	37(20.6)
	14(7.8)


As shown in table 4 above, the perceived risk and security gaps of the e-voting system revealed that it was prone to rigging and manipulation (30%), voters information leaked to third party (31.4%). On a more positive note, the e-voting system reduces the chances of ballot boxes being snatched (43.3%) and prevents lose of voters’ information during elections (41.7) respectively.
Table 5: Challenges Encountered in the Use of  the  E-voting System
	Challenges of E-voting System
	Strongly Agree
(F  %)
	Agree
(F   %)
	Undecided

(F %)
	Disagree
(F  %)
	Strongly Disagree
(F   %)

	There was network connectivity problem
	52(28.9)
	61(33.9)
	25(13.9)
	15(8.3)
	16(5.6)

	Lack of access to the internet
	24(13.3)
	57(31.7)
	42(23.3)
	30(16.7)
	8(4.4)

	Lack of electricity
	18(10.0)
	54(30.6)
	38(21.1)
	32(17.8)
	14(7.8)

	Lack of time to cast my vote
	38(21.4)
	47(26.1)
	37(20.6)
	26(14.4)
	13(7.2)

	Lack of interest in using the platform
	27(15.0)
	42(23.3)
	37(20.6)
	39(21.7)
	11(6.1)

	Lack of voter education on the functionality of the system
	43(23.9)
	34(18.9)
	35(19.4)
	33(18.3)
	13(7.2)


 In spite of the benefits of e-voting system as indicated by students, some challenges affected the adoption of e-voting system as revealed in table 5. Students encountered challenges such as network connectivity problem (33.9%), lack of access to the internet (31.7%), lack of electricity (30.6%), lack of time to cast vote (26.1%), lack of interest (23.3%) and lack of voter education (23.9%) respectively. 
Discussion of Findings
On the whole, this study has demonstrated that the e-voting system deployed for students’ union’s election is more beneficial and preferred by students in the University of Ilorin due to the advantages it offer over the manual voting system. The e-voting system has been able to make up for several lapses of the manual voting system such as processing and disseminating election results at a faster and timely rate.  Nevertheless, there are challenges that need to be addressed for the successful adoption of e-voting. These include: lack of network connectivity, lack of access to the internet, lack of electricity, lack of voter education on the functionality of the system. 
In spite of the benefits of e-voting system, this study has further revealed that it may be prone to manipulation and rigging (30%) and also voters’ information may be leaked to third party (31.4%). The findings of this study is in line with past studies that examined the benefits and challenges of e-voting system (e.g. NIGOMSAT, 2013; Folarin et al., 2014). 
This clearly shows that the human factor cannot be undermined in the implementation of e-voting system, therefore, there is the need for adequate control measures and checks to determine the person(s) who accesses the system, handles what, at what time and for what purpose. Therefore an audit trail mechanism is essential to prevent undue access and manipulation on the system.

 Conclusion and Recommendations
E-voting is the best alternative in conducting successful free and fair election in Nigeria due to the numerous benefits it offers over the open ballot system. Over the years, the open ballot system has been used by corrupt politicians and unscrupulous elements in the society to perpetrate electoral fraud such as rigging, double counting, snatching ballot boxes, impersonation and double voting among others. Therefore, in a bid to curbing electoral fraud and promoting a zero tolerance against all forms of political vices in the country during elections, e-voting should be experimented in phases Also, all stakeholders should support the amendment, by the National Assembly, of section 52 sub-sections 2 of the Electoral Act which bans electronic voting in Nigeria. 
Therefore, in a view to achieving successful migration to e-voting adoption in Nigeria, the following recommendations are made towards tackling the impending challenges that may cripple the successful implementation of e-voting system.
(i) Federal Government in partnership with the private sector should vigorously drive the equal distribution of power across the country. The epileptic power supply that is being experienced presently in the country will not suffice for the adoption of e-voting. 

(ii) The utilization of ICTs has created a digital gap between the ‘rich’ and ‘poor’, between the ‘literates’ and ‘illiterates’, that should be bridged. Therefore, people that are marginalized in the society such as the rural poor, disabled and illiterates should be properly trained on the use of ICTs and the benefits it can offer. By this, the adoption of e-voting in Nigeria will be less cumbersome and stress free for these sects of people.
(iii)  Thirdly, security aspect of e-voting should be taken seriously by the federal government. This can be done by taking a tow from other countries that have adopted e-voting in conducting their elections.
(iv) Lastly, compilation of a comprehensive and up to date database is a sine qua non for successful implementation of e-voting. Government should painstakingly overcome this challenge as a means of preparedness for e-voting in the nearest future.  
In conclusion, with the University of Ilorin students’ union’s election e-voting model, Nigeria can adopt the e-voting system for its future elections if only the recommendations in this paper are addressed.   
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Appendix

Step by step procedures in conducting students’ union’s election in University of Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria 

(A) Aspirants’ Registration Module
(i) Login with matriculation number

(ii) Fill the aspirant registration form

(iii)  Load passport online

(B)Screening of Aspirants Module
(i) Aspirants are screened in line with the Union’s policy for contesting

(ii) Successful aspirants are presented online

(C)Students’ registration Module
(i) Students login with matriculation numbers

(ii) Click on e-voting link attached to students’ portal.

(iii)  Selection of post one at a time

(iv) Click on preferred aspirant 

(v) Repeat steps 3-5 until the last post

 (D) Dissemination of Results Module
(i) Select the post

(ii)Generate aspirants for the post and their total votes.
(ii)  Select the aspirants with the highest total votes
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