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Abstract

Psephologists have established that election is one of the most critical factors
central to the principle and practice of democracy. For any democracy to be
consolidated, electoral process which is the method of political recruitment
must be ali-inciusive. That is, no eligible voter shouid be disenfranchised.
Appreciable scholarship efforts have been invested in the study of election and
electoral process in Nigeria, however, little attention is given to the
disenfranchisement of some eligible voters bv the count try’s electoral
framewu”{. I* is a\ inst this backdrop that this paper examines the legal and
illegal disenfranchisement of some categories of people by Nigeria’s electoral
management bod using the 2015 General elections as point of reference. The
main thrust of the paper is to iden itify the factors responsible for the
disenfranchisement and the implications on clectoral OLLL\,UI"‘LC and democratic
consolidation in Nigeria. The paper adopts the basic pr as of the theory
of Institutional Legitimacy to study the technica c‘::en‘? msemt,nt of large
number of eligibie voters by T\EC in the 2013 general I sctions. Data were
gathered from secondary source and descriptive method of data analysis is
adopted. The peper found that legal framework of the elect ra.l system and
institutional lapses are responsible for the massive dis
cligible voters, especially the ad-hoc staff that was recruit te ]LCI on duties
and voters who could not access their Permanent \-U{er' C d (PVCs) asa
result of poor distribution of PVCs in some states. The paper among other
calls for a review of the ¢lectoral process to aliow the electoral workers vote
during elections.
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Every citizen of Nigeria, who has attained the age of cighteen years residing in
Nigeria at the time of the registration of voters for purposes of the election to
legislative house, shall be entitled 10 be repistere a voter {or that efection.

oests that this part of the Constitution has denied Nigerian citizens in
Diaspora the opportunity to participate in leadership recruitment in their
country. This goes to shows that about 13million Nigerians in Diaspora were
illegally exempted from voting despite the judicial pronouncement of an Abuja

oy

High Court delivere Ll on "T,rh January, 2009, According to the presiding Judece,
Justice Adamu

UJ

Is abroad have convinced the

Nigerian nationa
6 vote and be voted for. 1t becomes the

court

e

responsibility of "put in place relevant machimery o assist the
plaintiffs to vote from abroad”. The necd for extension of franchise to these

nilar practice in
or nstance. since the 1983

Nigerian citizens in the Diaspora draws strength from i
ud\"»mccd demo F

around the world.

Law in Germ . German 'm'ion;a[g

\< L'On\

"J

Diaspora voung
nt-need).

4 (as amended)

only W)t:- where he or section of the ! .
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says “vou can 0}1[}' ere Vol dre | 5
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s This will definitely  atlow u]‘p‘! nvement of the electoral process und
L accessit vh.\ of ‘mmhwu to all Njverians. albeit within the ambit of law as not
allowing Nigerians in the Di 1o voie in oeneral elections ameounts to a
denial of their fundamental political rights of voting and being voted for as
L provided forin the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic.

in the final analysis, this paper is of the view that if elecioral space is open up
L for abcutls million Nigerians of votine age who live and work ourside
' o Nigeria: it might have made sigmificant impact in determining the outcome of
elections and in conferring credibility to the eniire electoral process. This is
¢ incumbent govermment with instrumentality of Ministry of
fairs and other windows wili had been advantaged to use state
resourees to conduct extensive campaign and garnered Diaspora votes.

because i
Foreign At

ix. People with Bisability (PWD)
: According 10 tre for Chizens with Disabilities, a non-governmental
oreamzafion, e an estimated 19 million Nigerians with a form of
. . < s

phyvsi lisabtirty, Though t
other isabl
Convention

September 20

wre stll remuains a significant lack of data on
But despite the faet thai Nigeria ratified the UN
of Persons with Disabilities {CRPD) on 24th
uele 4(1), the Convention obligates Nigeria “to
ensure anci promote the fuil realization of all human rights and fundamental
1 rall persons with disabilities without discrimination of any kind
disability.” Section 56 of the Electoral Acts, 2010 (as amended)
a voter who is blind or is q:li”:-:r\\'isc unable to distinguish

hvsical  disability may be
osen by him and that person
r of the disability, be permitted to
compartment and assist the voter to make
ceaure r‘rwcr‘o(d by the Comnussion. vet.
m implementation. While pelling officials

people with disability 1o
e locaiion and lay out of polling units were

for allowi

peopie concern reinfore f the
ps in the 2015 veneral elections

@ Pyetw receive a voter with
ysence of ¢ iss':ied voters was a clear reflection of the needs to
i ical participation. Clearhy the restrictions

) ) ne Joubt technica H_\ disenfranchised
an estim s as this prevented majority of them

fram re

Vel 1, No. 2, December, 2018

d"?h\'r lourna!

-
ul
~!

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

X. Permanent Voter {ards (PVCs})
Mandatory use of PVCs meant that distribution and collect ion of PVCs was
critical. There was suppoit across the political spectrum in principie for the use
of PVCs. Though concernad by likelv disenitanchisement of eligible voters,
the PDP strongly objected to how such new technology was introduced
without proper testing. given the fact that they h.i\l not been used in any mid-
eyele elections. and emphasized the risk to disenfranchisement i it PVCs were
not sufficiently collected (PDP Press Rc}calxu _h U ¢y, While the
introduction of PVCs has been effective in increasing the reliability of the
voter register and JLdm ng opportunity for fraud, thels mp:‘.:( has also been
limited ‘r_\ the v oweak quality of biometric data captured during

resviﬁn( on in

b

2014, For stance, ﬂii'.cr the :'-:ui.si- r of voters was
of Automated

s tor production

of Permanent to the daia alter AFIS run,
critical among them was that any registmn vith less than two fingerprints
does net get PVL, hence about 1.3
biometric solution were i.a.pm“’\ ole (3

were removed from

cd r:’qu red  standardized

enthy their records

e
'Jbis voters 100 were

from later CVR
ed tension and
S

public ; el ‘as against the
backdrop of several hite hm c\wmc d in relations to poor distribution of the
PVC w poicmiai voters duly regi ied with
4 ‘mpom;‘v voter *“‘u]\ but could not access

o ical and i.""Li]’“ al cha

re Inierna
i

Droveda

pro

who had ct gistratio

ound it aimost impossib
i w Commission o

PV(\ Fhe transier window instituted by
) ’

wag aiso ineffective. Thus. pite INEUTS strong
s to conduct efections as originally scheduled

pronouncemnet

in February, it sulfered s

PVCs (EU EX

58 hc,\ﬂco'mngs like extensive

As a result of the lapses in the PV

U EOM

:C, about i :"v'(?s which are
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pnpmaum Wt constituied substantial part of the population for the elections.
To this end, they became disenchanted with the politica) ,J'tn.wq A good
number of people who are o participate could noi do so because of’
their crucial role they plav on Flection l_)a\' same goes for voters with
disabilities or those hav inconveniencics in being physically present
at a polling unit on Vi

1

This leads to voter apathy- a component of
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