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Abstract

Religious education can be defined as the studies that cultivate the right

service and worship of God or the supernatural. The purpose of this pap
how Religious education aim at providing the individuals with good mora
social sense of responsibility and sustainability as regard development. For
does not create a division between a worldly and the religious significance

This research type is historical having the contribution of the three do
Islam, Christianity and Traditional types as the point of focus. Religion ed
role in sustainable development of Nigeria and Africa at large despite
fighting that arises from religious intolerance. The finding of this resea
religious education plays an active role in noticeable discourse
development. (a) Religion play vital role in developmental institutions @
extremist in every religion are those that are responsible for violence; ki
behaviour.( c)Religion is responsible for moral, spiritual, political and s
Conclusions are drawn and recommendations are made that religi '
not be a total neglect in discourse and should be seen as partners in

Keywords: Religion, Education, Sustainability, Development, Pro

Introduction
Religious education aimed at providing

the individuals with good moral character
and with social sense of responsibility.
Most of the religions did not create a
division between a worldly and the
religious significance of education. An
educated religious individual does not
only liveas a social and responsible being
but also will have the fear of Allah in his
conscious and subconscious layers of

mind.

Modern system of education apart from
being a mean to an end it also
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education, be it polt
social, but totally di
that is why the |
from so many
about it is that m
the creation




V

t slapped or bea
i {[ﬂ;?a store M
J ' have no value
r jon to them IS
> and material gain.,
’ i view of education
; woidly and mate
Lmic System :
e of worldly
wonsibility, this is not t
ahes us to be respo
o lve a happy,
situtional and sustainat
x indication that religion
aey human endeavour be
xonomic, social, educatio:

%igon education has dox
wodies in term of

witical, economic and
tevelopment in Nigeria. M

0 the field of educaﬁoﬁ,
10w that the cultivation

%arted from the adherents ¢

0 Christian religions who

mlssionaries,

it was through tt
2 many '

institutions were

: significan
app?céqn which  also ing
iy \hon of kr}owledgé




and full potential over a sustained period
of time while maintaining the resilience of
economic, social and environmental
system (Munasinghe, 2004).

Dambisa (2010) opines that most African
countries are confronted with major
developmental challenges orbiting on
leadership, coruption, insecurity of
varied degrees like kidnapping, terrorism,
child industry, ritual killing, armed
robbery and the most endemic problem
which is poverty is also reeking.
Furthermore, the scholar adds “there is
no denying the fact that all these indices
of backwardness are similar to what is
operating in Nigeria today”.

Nigeria is grabbling with such problems
such as illiteracy, hunger, poor health
condition, humiliation, unemployment
and expectations of accelerated
development seem difficult to realize.
Citizens of Nigeria are feeling frustrated,
not cared for, basic amenities to keep life
going are not seen while corruption and
nepotism keep growing in the hands of
the political gladiators. Nigeria economic
prospects are now in grim and the
economy is in recession (Eboh, 2016),
while. corruption is on the high side
demoralizing every
government (Nwabughiogu, 2016). In
affirmation of these facts, President
Muhammadu Buhari, addressing his
ministers on the state of the nation during
Eid-el-Fitri, called for prayers for Nigeria.
He emphasized that the present
challenges facing Nigeria as a nation are
enormous; they include economic
recession, lack of development in
agriculture and mining sectors, lack of
patriotism, agitation from Indigenous
people of Biafra (Nwabughiogu, 2016).
The state of the nation has greatly
affected her quest for improved quality of
life of her citizens as poverty;
unemployment and  starvation  still

aspect of the
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And they have done remarkably well, as
detailed below.

Christian Faith based Organizations
(FBOs) like the Christian association of
Nigeria (CAN) and Muslim Faith Based
Organizations (FBOs) like the Nigerian.
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs
(NSCIAN) in many ways contribute to
sustainable development of Nigeria
(Olalekan, 2009) in the face of the
weakness of the Nigeria state and the
inefficiency of its institutions to provide
the human good to it-citizens, the Faith
Based Organizations (FBOs) Supplement
and complement government’s efforts
toward improving the standard of living
of Nigerians. The Faith Based
Organization in Nigeria are involved in
pro-poor, charitable works which
alleviate poverty, promote progress and
serve as an agents of development
according to Omobolaji,(2011) Faith
Based Organizations in Nigeria: provide
health and educational services through
their hospitals, clinics and maternities,
schools and colleges, vocational training
centres, seminaries’ and universities.
They own economic institutions, such as
bookshops, hostels, banks, insurance,
mass media and ICT companies and are
prominent owners of real estate in the
form of sacred cities and prayer camps
which cover thousands of hectares of
land. The lands on which their hospitals,
schools and orphanages are situated also
make up part of their real estate portfolio”

Specifically, research on religion and
development in Nigeria (2009) identifies
the main Muslim Faith Based
Organizations to include “the Federation
of Muslim Women Association of Nigeria
(FOMWAN), the Nasrul-llahi-Fathi
society of Nigeria (NASFAT), Quareeb
society of Nigeria, Ansaru-deen society of
Nigeria, Nawairu-deen society of Nigeria,
Ansoruli- Islam and the National council

of Muslim
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to massive destruction --- In 1992, large
scale violence returned to Kaduna State,
with sever clashes in Zangou- Kataf,
Kaduna and Zaria.

Two 1994 incidents in Kano and Sokoto
revived the tension--- in May and June
1995, a new crisis erupted in Kano,
sparking sporadic attack on Christians
and Southerners. In May 1996, eight
people lost their Lives when ‘police
clashed with a group of Muslim students
(Toyin, 1998. 3-4).

Similar religious conflicts riot and
violence arising from clashes between
Christians and Muslims occurred in
Nigeria almost every year. “Rioting in

- 2001 killed more than 1,000 people, and
subsequent outbreaks in 2004 and 2008
killed another thousand. Smaller but no
less wvicious attacks in2009 claimed
dozens of lives (http;www.time.com).

This has only been intensified by the
Jama’atu, Alhlisunna lidawati wal-Jihad,
Islamic sect’s militancy in Nigeria. The
Boko haram also aimed at complete
Islamization of Nigeria in Taliban style
has claimed since 2009 up to 1,000 lives
and destroyed valuable government and
business properties. Its terrorist activities
in Nigeria are crippling the economy of
northern Nigeria, creating insecurity in
the country, driving away investors,
foreign and local, and resulting in much

government spending on security instead
of infrastructure.

It should be noted, however, that as the

council on Foreign Relations in a

symposium  “Religious Conflict in

Nigeria, “(2007) Council of Foreign

Relations discovered most religious

conflicts in Nigeria also have ethnic and -
Political nuances.
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Peace Commission (CJm
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hat confiscates the state resources for
personal - use, this dehumanizing the
Nigerians' on  the contrary, - various
wligion groups have sought to benefit
tom coruption and nepotism of the
Nigeria system of when a number of their
religion is in power as the president or as
the governor or local chairman etcetera.
By doing so, religion in Nigeria put their
selves in a position to be used at will by
the political class. It is little wonder that
the Nigeria government can so easily
side-track people even in policies aimed
at alleviating poverty like the National
Economic Empowerment and
Development ~ Strategy ~ (NEEDS)
Programmes. (Nigeria Institute of Social
:Qd'Ecopomic Research, 2001) Thus,
de:,gl;)n instead of being an agent of
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human conscience  for
transparency and the common good.

In the light of their numerous
contributions to sustainable
development, development agenda and
curriculum reform in religious education
should be properly integrated in to
Nigeria system of education as to make
Nigerians not as recipients of the
country’s wealth, but as educators to
contribute to industrial development of
the country. In this way religion will help
Nigerians overcome the ignorance
responsible for the disconnection they
often make between their faith and their
civic duties and the promotion of the
common good. Because they have due
access to the people, religious education
curriculum in Nigeria must emphasise the
importance of hands work, the role of
science and technological advancement,
a workable good of order, then
importance governance for sustainable
development of Nigerian people, while

they are involved in national
development of Nigerian people. While
they are involved in national

development through their Faith Based
Organizations (FBOs), while they are
involved in national development
through their Faith Based Organizations,
religious leaders must fight against
corruption and injustice. Their influence
in public policy must be to promote the
common good and sustainable
development of Nigeria. In this regard,
worldwide Christianity and Islam not only
speak up against the various form of
marginalization of Africa in International
trade, but must through their networks
promote better mutual and relationship
of Nigeria (and Africa) with other
countries in all area of partnership.

honesty,
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