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of words by the combination of sounds into minimal distinctive units of meaning
morphemes.

Morphology can also be Aelined as a u\hmg\ﬁm\m\\\\\
(2004, p.21) defines morphology “as the study of the rules governing the forms
a language”. To Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams (2011, p.81), Morphology “=
internal structure of words and the rules by which words, are formed”. The plass
in a study of language covers a broad spectrum of the basic rules involved =
words; giving prominence to such terms like morpheme, inflectional, derivasas
bases, affixation (prefixation, infixation and suffixation) and other processes &= =
words.

Morphology is traditionally defined as the study of the smallest me=s
language. These meaningful units are known as Morphemes and they have &=
For example, the word books consist of two morphemes, i.e. ‘book’ on the s
plural marker ‘s’ on the other. This chapter therefore, discusses some basic comoss
of morphology bearing in mind that a morpheme is the minimal linguistic <&
grammatical or semantic meaning at the word level. The chapter also examimes =
lucid examples and other various complex morphological processes that allew
novel words of choice subject to acceptable standard word formation rules.

The Morph and the Morpheme
The morph is the constant indivisible and inseparable linguistic unit &= S

of a morpheme. A morpheme is therefore scarcely identified without recossse
‘phones’ is considered the actual phonetic realisation of ‘phonemes’, thes &
morphs as the actual forms used to realise morphemes. However, the mopi
which the semantic/lexical form is realised from the constant form — e
p.79). A morpheme therefore ‘consists of® a morph. For example, the plural
tense of regular content verbs spelt “-ed’ are morphemes in English. Thes
distinct morphemes and are phonologically conditioned when they oceur =5
given environment due to the last phoneme in the given context. The formes
as /s/, /z/ or /iz/ in cats, bags, or judges and the latter (-ed) as /t/, /d/ or il ==
planted respectively. Each of the examples is therefore a morph of the twa ==
<_ed’. This is also known as variants in morphology.

. Again, a morpheme is a word or part of a word that has meanins. ks
divided into smaller meaningful parts without violation of its meaning of =
remainders and it recurs in differing verbal environments with a relatively 5
morpheme is “the smallest meaning-bearing element in a language” (A
morpheme can be realised as a single letter or with more stretch of
meaningful. Tomori (1977, p-16) succinctly puts it as: “the minimal b=
carries grammatical and/or semantic meaning; it is further divisible e
components”.

A morpheme is also a collective term for a family of lingwssss
semantically similar and are in complementary distribution, e.g., the woss
Firstly, we recognise it (straight) as a word which has a meaning. Secondiy. &
without violation of its meaning. We can get smaller phonologically mes
‘trait’, ‘ate’ and ‘rate’ but the meanings of these are far apart from the meassss
its division in this way results in meaningless remainders. Thirdly, ‘strassie
relatively stable meaning in environment as ‘straight edge’, ‘straighten’. Thas,

all the criteria of a morpheme.

54
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[image: image7.jpg]3. A borrowing from another language in which it is free form or a base, €.g. bio
physics, microcosm, etc.
.
Bound Bases
These are sometimes very difficult to attach meaning to and most of them
Latin and Greek e.g. ‘_gent’ in sentiment, sentient, consent; ‘-age’ in wreckage,
sausage, drainage

Affixes

Affixes are morphemes coming before or after a root/base (word). They are
appendages added to an existing root or base to realise new words in English. There
notable affixes in languages of the world, prefix, infix and suffix. In English, prefix and
abound while infix is rare.

Prefix
A prefix is a bound morpheme that comes before the base of a word, €.2., irresp
illogical, reconsider, pre-conditional, discourage, unwarranted, etc.

Suffix

A suffix is a bound morpheme that occurs after a base or stem, €.g., shrinkage.
achievement, manly, boyish, balls, etc. They may pile up, €.g. (nation + al + ize @
while prefix is usually single except for negative ‘un-’ before another prefix, e.g. di
franchise.

Inflectional and Derivational Morphemes

Inflectional morphemes are bound morphemes which add grammatical infors
the elements to which they are added. Morphemes that express present, past, pluralime.
person and so on are called inflectional morphemes. For example,

Inflection - Plural + s to noun boy — boys
Past tense ‘— ed’ added to regular verb kick — kicked
Continuous tense + “-ing’ pray — praying
Comparative ‘- er’ added to adjective tall — taller or
tallest

Derivational morphemes are the morphemes that alter the grammatical class of i
or stem to which they are added or morphemes that generate words of different
imports. In other words, derivational morphemes are word classes (ie. parts of
changing morphemes. Hence, a new word is derived especially when added at the end of
word. E.g. boy (noun), boyish (adjective); slow (adjective), slowly (adverb); teach
teacher (noun). The dichotomy in derivation is often between ‘class maintaining’ =
changing’ processes. Class changing brings a new word in a different word class e.2-
(noun), computerise (verb). Class maintaining on the other hand produces a new word
not change the class e.g. adult (noun) adulthood noun. It is pertinent to state that conts
also known as full morphemes i.e. nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives constitute the
categories where derivation is applicable (Adedimeji 2005, p.6).
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[image: image9.jpg]However, polysyllabic adjectives have comparative and superlative degrees syntacti
morphologically as in ‘more’ and ‘most’ for them respectively e.g., more beautiful

beautiful. Some irregular forms take suppletion, e.g., good — better — best; bad — worse —
common — commoner — commonest, etc,

5. Adverb

Also, adverbs have their comparative and superlative degrees like regular

e.g., quick — quicker — quickest, far — farther/further — farthest/furthest). As such, Engliss
are inflected for:

i Number — Nouns, Plurality
i %Tense otind Verbs, Past, Present
iii.  Degree - Adjectives and Adverbs, .. Comparative and Superlative.

Exercise 2

1. Distinguish between inflectional and derivational morphemes.
2. Analyse the following morphemes and classify them into inflectional or derivational-

1 interdepartmental v. fatherhood
ii. preachers Vi. encourage
il happiness Vii. insignificant

iv. dreams Vviii.  manageable

Other Morphological Processes

A morphological process can operate on a ‘base’ (commonly but not necessanly &
and produce a new sign by adding to specific grammatical meaning and/or modifis
structure in one of the following ways:

1. Conversion: This is the derivational process whereby an item is adapted or
new word classes without the addition of an affix. It is vital to note that other
conversion are ‘functional conversion’, ‘functional shift’ and ‘zero derivation” w
base is left unchanged but with a change in the grammatical class, e.g. judge (nous\
(verb); result (verb), result (noun), etc.

2. Compounding: This is a lexical unit consisting of more than one base and
both grammatically and semantically as a single word e.g., Bahuvrihi
(Sanskrit) as in heartthrob, scare-crow, paperback, sunrise, sky-scraper, h
soulmate, etc. it is important note that compounds are formed by meshing two o
English bases and compounding could be hyphenated or without a hyphen.

3. Reduplication: These are compounds that have two or more constituents whs
identical or only slightly different e.g., pooh-pooh, goody-goody, walkie-talkie.
dazzie and so on.

4. Blending: This involves a special derivational morphological process of merging
existing words together to form new words. Blends are also informal and have
life spans (Udofot 2005, p-101). For example:

Telecast - Television i Broadcast
Paratroops - Parachute 2 Troops
Heliport - Helicopter + Airport
Brunch - Breakfast + Lunch

58
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Conclusion
The morpheme has been described as the

grammatical ot semantic meaning. With free and boun
once the user is equipped with morphological clues and principles discussed in this chaptss.

knowledge of morphology therefore is a necessary tool in improving both the receptive
eaker. This chapter will assist users not o=

productive skills of the English language sp
comprehending written and spoken texts, but also make them better speakers and W
ded task for English speakers all over the works.

English. Creating new words is an open-en
This chapter has also discussed and analysed the morpheme as the basic linguisss
which is the foundation for creating new words. The chapter highlights bases, affixation

viz-a-viz other morphological processes that could be used in the creation of new words.

Answers to Exercises

Exercise 1
ks Morphology is 2 Greek-based word which means ‘the study of form or forms™. B
study of the internal structure of words and the rules governing the formation of
in a language.
74 A morpheme is the smallest meaning bearing element in a language. It
heme can either stands on its owm

meaning. A Morp!
‘peace’, ‘play’ ‘happy’, etc., Or can be
played, and b
d can be

grammatical and/or semantic
morphemes) and be meaningful such as
appendages in “ful’, ‘-ed’, ‘mness’, t0 realise peaceful,
respectively. Therefore, peaceful, played and happiness are morphemes an:
as words, while -ful’, <_ed’ and ‘-ness’ are morphemes but not words.

Exercise 2

i 4 Inflectional morphemes are bound morphemes that only add grammatical infor
the elements to which they are added but do not change the class of a word. T8
always the last elements in the structure of words. Inflectional morphemes are
indicate third person (e.g. writes’, ‘speaks’), tense (‘prayed’ ‘eaten’). ¥
(dragons’, ‘children’, “universities’), possession, (‘Adejoke’s’ ‘lawyers b =
(‘hostess’, “mistress’), etc.

Derivational morphemes on
affixes, especially a suffix

the other hand change word classes by adding a=
different from an &

to a root. A derivation is

morpheme because it focuses attention on the content words to derive a new w
example: ‘stop’(verb), ‘stoppage’ (noun), ‘avoid’(verb), ‘avoidanes
“false’ (adjective), “falsehood’(noun), ‘legend’(noun), ‘legendary’ (a5
‘stray’(noun), ‘gstray’(adverb), ‘law’(noun), ‘Jawless’(adjective) and so on.

2. Identification and classification into inflectional and derivational morphemes
follows:

i Interdepartmental — inter + department + al (b + f + b), (root- d
‘noun’), “interdepartmental’ (adjective) = derivational prefix and suffix.
Preachers — preach + er +s(f+b+b), (root- preach- ‘verb’), °
(noun + plurality) = derivational SUFFIX + inflectional suffix.

il Happiness — happ(y) + ness (f + b), (root- happy- ‘adjective’), *
(noun) = derivational suffix.

il
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