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Abstract

This research examined the effect of the Mother-Tongue on students’ performance
in the Senior Schools English in Ogbomoso South Local Government, Oyo State.
The purpose of this study is to ascertain the role of the Mother Tongue, as a
complementary medium in English language class. Mother tongue Is one’s first
language; it is an instrument for the development of ﬂ?e human mind, it can hglp to
get proficiency in other languages, especially English Ianguage. Enghsh‘ is thfe
language of education, mass media, politics, commerce anq socp—cqltural life. It_ is
very imperative to find out whether mother tongue has re!at:oqsmp with the English
language usage and performance in English. The Non-equivalent Control G_?mup
design was adopted for the study. Two groups were involved, one group constituted
the Experimental Group while the other served as the Control Group. One hundred
and eighteen students and five teachers were involved in the study. The
instruments for data collection were pre-test multiple choice questions; teaching
packages, and post-test multiple choice items in English language. The instruments
were validated and used to collect data for the study. Two Hypotheses were
postulated and tested using the Analysis of Co-variance at the O. 05 level of
significance. The result of the study showed that a Systematic use of the Mother
Tongue in the English class will present the teachers with the opportunities to equip
leamers with explicit knowledge of the language systems and ultimately aid mastery
of the language. There is a significant difference in the performance of students in
English when they are taught through the medium of English and the Mother
Tongue than their counterparts in the Control Group. Again, there was no significant
gender effect on the performance of students in English, when they were taught
throygh the medium of English and the Mother Tongue. On the basis of these
findings, it was recommended that teachers of English shouid incorporate the
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Introduction

The Mother Tongue (MT) is the individuar

language he naturally acquires in th_e_early Stage: ;‘f‘st;{isiai;guaa%z &;) and the
acquired before any other language, it is referred to as L. Moréover eCause it is

For to the second language (Ly) or foreign language (FL) which are logray .
than acquired. The acquisition of the L4 is facilitated by unlimited ex sarnt rather
the individual enjoys. It is relevant to note that the L, grows algnsure.whnch
individual's physical growth and influences his personality in subtie Waysg(: s
2016). Yoruba is the specific Mother Tongue of interest in this study wl?p.e’tu,
language in South-western, Nigeria (Fagborun, 2004). - LIS a

The Mother Tongue which is the language at home, can serve as 3
complementary medium in the English class. It is the child's access to education
for it is one's inner thought and contemplations (Olajide, 2007 and Chanda, 2010}.
1ence, for acquiring knowledge in a better and unambiguous way, the MT is th 2
-est medium. It has been scientifically proved hat assimilation of facts is easier
ihrough an individual's language. The Mother Tongue develops the leamners’
cognitive and intellectual capacity. Fudor (2004) affirms that language is a decisive
sactor in the development of thinking, formation of concepts and release of potential
intelligence. In which case, anything learnt in one’s MT will have more personal
meaning and ‘relevance to him. He notes that ‘there is a medium in which we think,
and of course it is a language’. By extension, the English native speakers think in
English and so do the French people. The Yorubas do think, perceive and translate
definitely in their language.

The proficiency in the language acquisition (MT) will aid the learning of
English. In a nutshell, the MT of learners can be employed in the English class to:
introduce a new topic; presenting and explaining grammatical items; 10 check the
comprehension of learners; to explain difficult concept; and to make them feel
comfortable and confident (Chisunum & Ejie (2014). Anyway the amount_ oftmz
systematic and judicious use of the MT in the English depends on how proficien
students are in the English language. _ . -
~ English language plays a vital role in Nigeria. It is the medlummgftt ert;lc;gt;tl
light from primary four up to the tertiary educatlonal_level. As art B i 9
English features prominently in the entire school curriculum. Api_ects ey
core subject, it is also the medium of instruction for other school tsui g Enéﬁsh, .
factors that are contributing to the poor performance of SEas
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factors include, among others; lack of competent teeache;\rs,t t;za;fa:fabélrl‘ti\agoa
instructional materials, the unserious attitudg of studgnts but t ?cgted . okl
foreign language with an absolute foreign medium compli il ohosice
performance of students in English. Recently there has peenfa rev b s for
using of the mother tongue as a resource(;‘gg;hesprombc:;;%n (%(]l?g?%it%s s taghd

ccuracy, clarity, and flexibility Ross, (2 . Bamg .
sear Pri}rlnary P?oject of 1970 to establish the effectiveness of_ the iir;teI:rrlngL;i%?N 23
compared with English. In his word: “the results of the experimen y

that indigenous languages facilitate more meaningful learning thandE:?:r?QIin(DS;-l
Cook (2001) confirms that MT avoidance promotes a pretgn b dgnts
situation” in the English class and this diminishes classroom reality. T ?_ ShU iy
are pretend native speakers of the second language rather than true English u ort‘
English learning is maximized when students and teachers share a strong rapport,
the students will feel safe, confident and the class will be students-ciantered.

There are samples of research that show students’ academic performances
when the Mother Tongue of learners was used as the medium of instruction or the
complementary language in the teaching and learning of English Ianguagt_e. Varvgra
(2009) carried out an experiment on the use of the Mother Tongue in English
classes for young learners in Greece. The study was conducted to find out the
extent the learners’ native language could be used in English classes and
investigates at which lesson sections teachers could resort to the use of G_reek. The
experiment also involves English translation, from English to Greek and vise-versa.
She found out that the teachers’ and students’ belief on the MT in the English
classes. The study involves the participation of both teachers and students in a
schocl (Cram School) in Greece. At the end of the experiment the students felt
secured, participated fully and this enhanced their comprehension tremendously.

Sumayah (2002) carried out an experiment on the attitude of students towards
using Arabic in English language classrooms at Yarmouk University in Jordan. The
study focuses on the variables of gender, level of study and students’ proficiency
level in English. The study observed 206 students who were enrolled in the
compulsory University English courses offered by the Language Centre at Yarmouk
University. Those compulsory courses in English consist of: English 099, (Pre-
requisite English Language skills); English 100 (English language skills 1): and
English Il (English Language 2). Most students come with a weak background in
English. They always ask teachers to use Arabic in explaining lessons and they
even register their courses with teachers who use Arabic and tend to drop the
courses if the teachers use only English in the classroom.

Questionnaire was used to elicit information on the attitude of students
towards using the Mother Tongue in English classroom. 92.2% of the students
strongly agreed that the teacher should clarify difficult exercises in Arabic. 91.2% of
the students strongly agreed that new vocabulary should be translated into Arabic.
About 90.5% of the students strongly agreed that Arabic can help them to express
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the agly agree 4% of the students strongly agreed t
Si_m ArabiC. 84.' structions are given in Arabic. Thus, students learn
F; _zamination g:;llenﬂy when their MT is employed in the English class
Ign:j perform exd Karaagac (2015) examined the use 3
pa{(er aﬂ'ish Foreign Language (EFL) Classes
Tongue in Engtongue (L1) in foreign language classr le. T )
¢ the mother 10 the School of Foreign Languages at Pamuklkale Unwersﬁy,_and it
fvas conductedl;“th qualitative and quantitative research designs. The participants
a5 based On hoinstf”ctors working in the School of Foreign !_anguages_and 286
ere 20 Englis ere collected through classroom recordmgs,_quesjaonnawes
Viudents. The data W('j both to the instructors and the students, and interviews were
Shat were adrf““'Stere he instructors and randomly chosen 39 students.' The datg
! d with all of the : - rt of language teaching, and it
cgnducf that mother tongue Is an lnseparia:)"?' d?f?g purposes’, “making the topic/
reveale i t functions like “rappo. bui _ ' : etc)
actually has dlﬁzrer;iving examples, explaining, making e?trangxop:ja;n?;ﬁngbth tr)ue
meani,"q C'e;;ﬁgu);t concepts or ideas”, etc.fltthwa?mzlsga r?ctje of using the. Brge
“explaining s students were aware of the t deny the
d the stu ; however, they could not deny
instructors an sible in the classes, o ot nce both
language as MuCh aﬁep?r?)m time to time. It was d:scove;ed a.sgot?ts;niﬁcaﬂtly
need of mother tol?glped through the MT in English ciass, they p
irls are
boys and gir 1 . - nt of boys and
better in Engll‘-(?’;'joo) investigated gender differenc;]es |2da§1f2;3\{:$: s significant
Harker, : land. The result show _ formed
i New Zealan : lained that boys perf
irls in Mathematics In and girls, he explained keke
g:#zrlence in the performance ofrlzogZﬁormgd better in English. 'Howrﬁgﬁ:'o?boys
better in Mathematics, “;hlil: l?(; significant difference in gthepiitz(rwaend Karaagac,
- r ] ‘
(2004) explalgs'ﬂ:]itethguma yah, (2002); \{a‘:\!alras.s(%gﬁ rLake a difference in the
and girls in Science. in the English cla -
(2015) confirmed that, the MTr: but not the gender of the students
students’ performance in English,

dents in
ior Secondary Stu
; ce of Senior les 1 and 2 are
. demic performén ears. Tables
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Table 1: WASSCE (ENGLISH)
Year | No. of Students | Students with A - C Grades | Percentage (%)
2006 526 12 2.28%
2007 | 829 5 0.60%
2008 | 589 8 1.36%
2009 | 505 5 0.99%
2010 | 386 : 44 11.40%
Source: Collection from five Secondary Schools in Ogbomoso South Local

Government Ogbomoso, Oyo State.

Table 1 confirms the earlier -assertion that the academic performance of
Senior Secondary School students in English has been poor over the years. Yet,
English is one of the core subjects. Without a credit pass in English, students
cannot be admitted into Nigerian Universities. One basic explanation for the
phenomenon of poor academic performance in English is that students do not have
a good grasp of the subject because they are taught solely in English. Yet the MT of
learners develop the: Cognitive: mental skills (Knowledge), Affective: growth in
feelings or emotional areas (Attitude) and Psychomotor: manual or physical skills
(Skills). ), which include physical movement, coordination, and use of gross and fine

. motor-skills At this juncture, it becomes very important to look at mother tongue as
an auxiliary medium of instruction from the perspective of its effectiveness in

fostering learning in the English class.

Statement of the Problem

The woeful performance of the students in English has been the concern of
students, parents, teachers, government and the society as a whole; it is the
compelling issue that led to this study.

Thgre are researchers that have worked on the effectiveness and functions of
Ithe MT in English classes. In fact, the use of mother tongue may contribute to
anguage learning process in various occasions in the learnin [

: g-teaching process.
Sumayah,_(2002), Va!rvara, (2009); Paker and Karaagac, (2015) examined the use
pfdt_hg MT in the English classes and confirmed their findings that the moderate and
{gag:rll?:s' ng?hOftthe mother tongue is helpful and can facilitate the learning and

ning € target lan_guage. Cook, (2001) asserts that “starting with the L1
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The following are the purpose of this study:

: i difference in the perf
To investigate the  performance of students
English language througr_l the m_edlum of English and the Mog\l? 1\?;!;8 taught
their counterparts taught in English without the Mother Tongue fongue angd
To examine the difference in the performance of male and female
taught English through the medium of English and the Mother Tonguesmdents

pesearch Hypotheses

Ho: There is no significant differencfa in the performance of students who w
taught English through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue aer:g
their counterparts taught English without the Mother Tongue.

Ho,. There is no significant -Qifference in the performance of male and femaie
students who learnt English through the medium of English and the Mother
Tongue.

Methodology

The non-equivalent control group design which is one of the quasi-
experimental designs was adopted for this study. The non-equivalent control group
design is structured like the pre-test, post-test control group design. The difference
is that the non-equivalent control group design does not involve random assignment
of subjects to groups. This means that, two existing-groups were pre-tested: a
freatment was administered and post-tested. 118 students participated in the study,
62 (52.5%) were in the experimental class while 56 (47.5%) were in the control
group. The participants came from 5 of the existing 20 Public Secondary Schools in
Ogbomoso South Local Government. The experimental group was taught English
through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue while the control group were
taught English without the Mother Tongue.

Three instruments were used for this study: a pre-test, post-test and teaching
Package. The test items and teaching packages were prepared based on the topics
. t.h? Senior Secondary School English. In order to establish the content and fage
::Ihdlty Of.the instrument, the split-half method was used to estimate the reliability
h U€ which stood at reliability value of 0.77 in English. The two postulated

YPotheses were tested using the Analysis of Co- variance (ANCOVA) at the 0.05

lev iani
®l of significance. The results are presented below:
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Hypotthesr:ts E1r} !iz-?]etrr?rc;ugh the medium of English a&d rt*}e; : Ste er Tongue anq

au ; i -
theig count%rparts taught in English without the Mothe g

the Performance of Students in English

Table 2: ANCOVA Analysis Showing —
Type Il Sum Of Mean Calculate F -

Source Squares df Sq“ags :’:3";93 Ség\
Corrected model  4781.727° 2 2390'728 b, t061 5
Intercept 2190.728 1 2190. 3-1 . ¥
Pretest 68.722 1 68.722 ;
Groups 4765.684 1 4765.684  219.847 0
Error 2492 892 115 21.677
Total 79285 118
Corrected Total 7274.619 117

a. R. Squared = 657 (Adjusted R Squared = 651) p less than 0.05
Table 2 shows that the calculated F-value is 219.847 (1:117) = (0.000)

computed at critical p-Value of 0.05. Since the calculated p—value (0.000) is less

than the critical p—value 0.05, hypothesis 1 is rejected.

This implies that there is a significant difference in the performance between
students who learnt English through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue
and their counterparts taught in English without the Mother Tongue.

Hypothesis 2:  There is no significant difference in the performance between
male and  female students who learnt English through the medium of English
and the Mother Tongue.

Table 3: ANCOVA Analysis showing the Significant Difference in the Performance

of Male and Female Students in English

Type Ill Sum of Mean Calculate F
Source Squares df Squares Value Sig
Corrected model 73.070° 2 36.535 0.678 0.510
Intercept 3154.113 1 3154.113 58.514 0.000
Pretest 28.904 1 28.904 0.536 0.465
Gender 42.183 1 42.183 0.783 0.378
Error 6198.904 115 53.904
Total 92889 118
Corrected Total 6271.975 117

a. R Squared =012 (Adjusted R Squared =-.006).
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Is that the calculated F value 0.783 (1-
Table 3 revea ; : (1:117) = ©.378
the critical p-value of 0.05. Since the calculaifed p—value is Qfeater)ufompmed
. othesis 3 1 accepted. This implies that there is no significant effect f an. 0.0s,
hyppe formance of male and female students in English. OF gender in
the

Discussion of Findings

The findings of the study showed that there is 3 sj

cademic performance 9f students. in the experiment
anlish through the medlurr) of English and the Mother
better in English, th.an their counterpar_ts that are taught in English without th
viother Tongue. This result_ agrees wrlth the findings of Sumayah (2002) an?i
varvara (2009) who found significant difference in the performance of students in
English when they are taught through the medium of English and the Mother
Tongué. .

Furthermore, the findings of this study also indicated that gender has no
significant effect on the performance of students in English when the students are
taught in English and the Mother Tongue. This is similar to the findings of Drosatou
(2009)-who also found that no significant difference existed in the performance of
male and female students in English when they were exposed to the same
treatment.

gnificant difference in the
al group that are taught
Tongue. These performed

Conclusion

1. It was therefore concluded that there was a significant difference in the
performance of students in English when they are taught through the medium
of English and the Mother Tongue as compared to their counterparts taught in
English without the Mother Tongue. This is in favour of the experimental group
taught through English and the Mother Tongue.

2. The finding showed that since the participarits in the experimental group were

exposed to the same treatment there was no significant gender effect in the
performance of male and female students in English

Recommendations

Consequent upon the findings of this study, it is recommended that: -
1. Teachers of English language can employ the use of learners’ MT to facilitate
the teaching and learning of English language.

Teachers should understand that there is no gender disparity, once the boys
and girls are exposed to the teaching of English through the complementa-::tr;(l
medium of the mother tongue, this would enable them to have a mex

translation of the concepts presented in English and Improve their
performance.
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