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Abstract

This stucy examined vword recognition anc pronunciation as a fundamental spec for
r‘gctding comprehension  among  nomadic pupils in Lambata, Kwali  Local
(.,'r'o\-*ernrnem Area of Abuja. The study is quantitative descriptive in nature. A passage
from where words for recognition, pronunciation and comprehension reading was
givern to bvo experts in the English Studies department of Nil - “Jniversity of Nigeric,
Abuja, Nigeria for content validity. Test re-test method was used afier three vizeeks of
the first administration of the instrument. Two scores were analysed using Pearson,
vielding 0.64 reliability index at 0.05 alpha level of significance. The populcction for
the stucy is all the primary 3 pupils of nomadic primary schools in Lambalce, Kywali
Local Government Area, Abuja. Stratified random sampling technique was used to
pick 10 pupils from each of the three nomadic primary schools. Pupils' word
recognition, pronunciation, reading speed and reading comprehension were
computed. The finding of the analyses indicates that for (word recognition and
pronunciation) WRP, 21 participants had 56 correct WRP representing 46. 67% at
instruction level, 6 participants had 81 correct WRP representing 67.3% at
indepenclent level while 3 participants had 38 correct WRP representing 3 1. 6_7 were
considered at frustration level. Also, for (reading speed) RS, 19 participants had 19
word per minute representing 31.67% which as regarded as average, 3 1;7(11‘[1‘.ci_pc1ni.&'
had 39 Wpm representing 32.5%which is regarded as slow while only § 1)’arl.fczp¢f‘mf;
had 9 Wpm representing 7.5% which is regarded as the slowest. Th'e studdy therefore
recommended among others that constant campaign should be carried out anzong the
Fulani about the needs and impotence of Western Education.

Keywords: Word recognition, Oral pronunciation, Reading comprefension,
Nomadic pupils

Introduction

In Nigeria, the National Policy on Education (2004)\states tl.mt.the r_ncchumlqi;
instruction in the primary schools shall; be langugge of the enwromnﬂent‘ 0£.111?t(1’ci
tongue for the first three years, during which English shall be_mughgab a.sut‘j ech:;z!
four fourth year, English shall progressively be used as a medium of instruc 1l0n ;

to the tertiary level of education. It has been observed that dC'Spl'[C ]t M::- xl({):;
compliance to this policy statement by primary school teachers (public and private),
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wn and spoken

the tevel of proficiency in the use of Lnglish language both in writ
forms amony learners are still poor. Primary pupils and most seeondany schoel

students lind itdilficult inarticulating what it takes to read comprehensively.

W tine with the above. Anderson (2000) asserts that all readings begin with
recognition of words. In the carly years of the child's growth, he learns to produce new
waords through letter- sound recognition and leter blending. Ashe matures and begins
t spell longT:r and move complex words. he applics to his speliing ability the concept
ol root words and allixes. When a child is first taught to read. the emphasis is usua! ¥
on decoding skills. This is the process wherehy the written letters and words are
translated into language. He is taught phonics and the learning of the sounds of
ndividual letters: he progresses 1o put the sounds (letters) together to form words
after knowing the entire English alphabet. Fle progresses f

Tom two letter words such
as™a. U ="at" ".s"=is. and so on.

Larly stage reading books usually contain
wordsto encourage practice and gradu
reading vocabulary. At this stage. the child is
written words this mmplies that decoding
comprehension (Fodeke, 201 1). The te
young learners nec

a lot of repetition of these first stmple
al building of' word recognition and building of
nellect, learning the “code’ behind the

skills are the loundation of reading
acher ol a second or foreign language (L2) to
ds to remember what it is like to learn a new language. Reading
involves making visual contact with letters of eroup of letters of the alphabet and
relating them to sounds of the language which they represent. Words as unit of print
do correspond (o meaningful speech hence the source of “see-a-word”, TSy -0
word otherwise known as “look and say” (Fodeke. 2011Y. Thisis because the graphic
symbols placed on paper called prints are abstract representations of object
the majority of young children who are primary one
will find it difTicult o]

sorideas,
at the conerete operation stage in
ing (through the use o pictures and real
objects) the relationship between people.

earnto read without see

The teacher/instructor as the name implies. will at this stage guide the pupils to learn
the word as a unit. otherwise referred o as look and say or look and pronounce
method. having being taught (o identify alphabet, words and their corresponding
pronunciation. Lawal (1994) suggests that words of this nature are often referred 1q a3
sight vocabulary (usually low lexical ttems), and are learned and practised over and
over again so that when a pupil sees a particular picture, he remembers g

unitof words associated with it The instructional malerials often used in thig case are
Hashcards containing pictures and corresponding words or unit of Words. I another
development, Margaret and Maxcolt (2008) postulate that word recognition and oral
pronunciation for any child as an mitial reader requires concerted etfort by the teacher
as this forms the b prehension reading. The ability to read the
small group w acquired through teaching. Many teachers do

i

particular

re
asis for eflective com
ords may have been

N

sl '-_;;_J
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seard poor suceess in theip reading comprehension elass due o the fact thay
ronounce some unit of words, |
d say method of leaching initial regy
d olteaching initial readers |
s for identifying untamiliar word

many
fowever.
ders should
ecause 1t does not equip the
sunaided

0 Tecognise and p
Fadeke (2011 abserves that loolk an

hot be seen as a good metho
tearners with the g

“ontrary 1o the assertion of Downil
recognition and pro nunciation)
that giving punils test of fook
success i beginning reading, T
in this medium twice ag fast
method is that once pupils
alphabet.

12 (1990) views the look and say  {word
method as a means ofintroducing pupils to print.
and say has been found to be 1 letter
his 15 s0 because the pupils are abl
asinany other method., 1
are familiar with the forn
ey will be able to re ames
dreconsiantly repeated in the ¢| “dee-o-gee™. “dog” . etc.
Gradually, the learners will know the form of the word as they name the individyal
fetters. thus becoming accustomed to seeing certain words together in strings thus
forming the beginning of reading comprehension. Similarly, at the phonics level,
pupils are taught to connect sounds with letters or group of letters such as the sound /i/
which could be represented by ‘e, k. “eh”, ek or “que” as in cup/k/, king/k/.
character/k/, check K/, cheque /Kk/. elc. respectively and teaching them to blend the
sounds of tl ¢e approximate pronunciations of unknown
words.

and
predicator of
e o pick up literacy
“he assumption underlying thig
1and name of the letters of (he
cognise and pronounce the words. Such letter n
ass suchas“bee-a-tee™ " bat™

1e letters together to produ

Reading on the other hand is an information gathering process that can be view ed as i
dialogue between the author and the re

ader through the medium of print. It invol
mental ability such as retention and recall,

(2002 and Adeosun (2005) define reading
hew areas in world of things, places and events. Reading is one of (e hieh
functions of the human brain. It is seen as a ¢

application ol several separate skills. Learnin
for (especially) children. Before children are a
establishand (rain their auditory sense
distinguish between phonemes. They
and sentences. This means th

ves
Lawal (1998). Alabi and Babatunde
as wide horizons where readers explore
(G
omplex process demanding the
g toread. therefore, is not an casy task
ble to read. they must have been able 1
s. Inother words. they must be able 10 hear and
must also be able o build simple vocabulary
atamong the four langua
reading and writing. reading isa hioher order skil

ge skills of listening. speaking.
.
acquisition falls below only written. This ¢le

Fwhich hierarchically and in ordey of

arly states the importance of reading
readiness otherwise known ag pre-reading activities before a child is introduced to the
actolreading
{18
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Writing /1\

Speaking
Reading

Listening i

Fig. 1: The hierarchy of the four language skills

In support of the above, Alabi and Babatunde (2002) are of the view that reading has
its roots in “the alphabetic”, “the phonics” and “the look and say” methods. The
alphabetic method seems to be the oldest method of teaching reading. In this, the
teacher makes the pupils to learn first all the twenty-six letters of the English alphabet,
and associate them with particular words and pictures such as “A” for Ape: “B” for
Ball. “C” for Cup, etc. The look and say method otherwise referred to as word
recognition and pronhnciation or unit of language used in teaching reading tnvolves
making pupils to acquire some words by associating them with pictures. Thisis inline
with the National Policy on Education (2004) which says that teachers should employ
practical exploratory and experimental methods. in that reading plays vital roles in
the academic system since the success of learners depends solely on their abilities to

read and comprehend whatis read.

Alonzo (2005) observes that it is very important to known the reading performance of
the pupils since this 1s the skill that is considered the key for gaining knowledge, tc
attain knowledge that is useful in constructing new knowledge, and the window
through which we peep into the outside world. Alonzo goes further that reading
comprehension is creation and re-creation of meanings from the printed materials.
These days, there is much progress about the concept of reading comprehension. It is
not only through semantic (word meaning), syntactic (word order),
phonetic/gramophonic cues (sound-word relationships) but it takes place through the
good interaction with the text, context or situation and the prior knowledge and
experiences of the reader.

Stu@ies onreading by scholars have categorised students into four levels namely:

1. The non-reader students;

ii. Students that read at independent level;

iil. Students that read at instructional level: and
1v. Students that read at frustration level.

The non-readers do not attempt to real at all, they are the type that are forced to the
four-walls ot.educanon-al institutions; the independent reader's level is the highest
level of reading at which the pupil reads fluently and with personal satisfaction

ATE

176
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work ) ' help from the teacher; while the frustration
readiness level is the level of reading at which obvious difficulties cause confusion
and tension in the reading situation (Bello & Lawal, 2012). In support of the above,
Flojo (2007) posits that efforts must be made to determine the strengihs and
weaknesses of students' reading performance. Flojo's study was carried outto analyse
the learners' difficulties in reading and identifying the source of their difficulties in
reading comprehension. The finding of her study recommends that learners shrould be
guided to be more aware of their level of achievements as well as specific strengths
and weaknesses in reading, and that with increased learners' awareness, the
teaching/instruction then becomes more effective. Similarly, the study of Monter
(2011) shows that the reading comprehension level of Grade Six pupils of Morning
Star Montessori, Inc. through the use of the Scholastic Reading [nventory Programme
(SRIP), indicators such as pupils demographic profile, reading attitude, and
environmental factors such as teacher-related factor, school-tone-related factors,
family background factors, among others were used to find out the significant
relationship with the reading performance of pupils.

Statement of the Problem

Lawal (1990) observes that the role of English language as an international language
is no longer in doubt. English language is so pervasive that pupils are allowed to be
trained in indigenous languages in the country only in their first few years in the
primary school but largely use the English language throughout their future academic
endeavour. Thus the primary school is the foundation at where most learners first
encounter the English language, which implies that the base of English for the
Nigerian child is at the primary school. Just as the National Policy on Education (1981
and 2004) state that the medium of instruction in the primary schools shall be the
language of the environment or mother tongue for the first three years, during which
English shall be taught as a subjeet, and from fourth year, English shall progressively
be used as a medium of instruction even to the tertiary level of education. But it has
been observed that despite the non-compliance to this educational policy statement by
primary school teachers (both public and private), the level of proficiency inthe use of
English language both in written and spoken forms of learners are still very poor.
Based on the above, many reasons have been advanced for the failure and these

include ineffective teaching method, deficiency 1n composition writing, lack of
parental support, negative attitude towards studying, teachers negative attitude

towards their pupils, pupils demographic profile, inadequate facilities, low reading
culture, among several others.

Research Questions ,
1. What is the level of the pupils' word recognition and pronunciation (WRP)?
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2. Whatis the level of the pupils' reading speed (RS)?
3. What is the level ot the pupils' reading comprehension (RC)?
Methodology

This research was carried out with quantitative approach using descriptive survey.
Three research questions were raised for the study. Percentile statisiic was used ta
answer the three research questions. A passage from where words for recognition,
pronunciation and comprehension reading were drawn from was given to two experts
in the English Studies department of Nile University of Nigeria, Abuja, Nigeria for
content validity. Test re-test method was used after three weeks of the fiurst
administration of the instrument. The two scores were analysed using Pearson r, thus
producing 0.64 reliability index at 0.05 alpha level of significance. Words recognition
was measured by the correct pronunciation and speed in reading. Pronunciation deals
with the correct letter-sound recognition and blending while reading speed is the time
spent in orally reading the basic sight words or vocabularies. The reading
comprehension was measured by getting the scores gained by the learners in
answering questions froin the four levels of reading comprehension of literal level of
comprehension, inferential level of compression, critical level of comprehension and |
creative level of comprehension. These methods seek the real facts in relation to a
current situation. The population for this study is all the primary 3 pupils of the i
nomadic primary schools in Lambata of Kwali Local Government Area of Abuja. A

stratified random technique was used to pick 10 pupils (both male and female) from

each of the three nomadic primary schools in this area of Abuja, making 30 pupils of *
primary three classes of these schools for lack of huge population that usually '=
characterises the nomadic education.

Resulis and Discussion
Table [ Number of participants of the study in the three nomadic primary schools inoword
recoenition and rending comprehension

schaool Participants in Word Recognition and Comprehension
Pronunciation © Reading
Nomadic | v v
Nomadic 1 [ Ky
Nomadie [11 LY 1

Total 30

The total number of participants in word recognition, pronunciation and reading
comprehension are 30 for both this is due to poor patronage of education among the
nomadic people in this area. In computing the word recognition, pronunciation
reading speech and reading comprehension, the following methods were used:
i. Words recognition and pronunciation (WRP)

WRP=Number of mispronounced words x 100

. Total number of words
1. Reading speed (RS)

e e T
ESRGE R
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RS=Reading time (minutes) x 100
Total number of words
iil. Reading comprehension (RC)
RC=Total Correctanswersx 100
Toial number ot questions
What is the level of the pupils’ word recognition and pronundation (WRP)?

Table 2: Analvsis of the pupils’ level of W RP
Pavticipants WRP Yo WRP LE VEL
LB 56 46.67 Instructi ol
3 38 31.67 Frustration
6 81 67.5 Independent
Taotl 30

WRP Word recognition and pronunciation.

Table 2 above shows that 21 participants had 56 correct WRP representing 46.67% at
instruction level, 6 participants had ‘81 correct WRP representing 67.5% at
independent level while 3 participants had 38 correct WRP representing 31.67 were
considered at frustration level. The finding of the study is in support of Flojo's (2007}
position that efforts must be made to determine the strengths and weaknesses of
students' reading performance. Flojo's study was carried out to analyse the learners’
difficulties in reading and identifying the source of their difficulties in reading
comprehension. The findings of her study recommend that learners should be guided
t0 be more aware of their level of achievements as well as specific strengths and
weaknesses in reading, and that with increased learners' awareness, the
teaching/instruction then becomes more effective. Similarly, the study of Monter
(2011) shows that the reading comprehension level of Grade Six pupils of Morning..
Star Montessori, Inc. through the use of the Scholastic Reading Inventory
programme (SRIP). indicators such as pupils demographic profile, reading attitude,
and environmental factions such as teacher-related factor, school-tone-related factors,
family background factors, among others were used to find out the significant
relationship with the reading performance of pupils.

What is the level of the pupils” reading speed (RS)?

Table 3: Analysis of the pupils” RS
Participants RS {(Wpmi W BS Level
v 62 31.67 Average
3 39 32.5 Slow
3 9 7.5 Slowest
Total 30

RS (W pm) = Reacdine speed (words per minute)

Table 3 above shows that 19 participants had 19 Wpm representing 5 1.67% which is
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regarded as average, 3 participants had 39 Wpm representing 32.5% which i
regarded as slow while only § participants had 9 Wpm representing 7.3% which is
regarded as the slowest. No one is considered as the fastest reader. T he finding of the
analysis agrees with Flojo's (2007) position that efforts must be made 1o determine
the strengths and weaknesses of students' reading performance.

Whatis thelevel of the pupils® reading comprehension (RCy?

Tubie 4t Analysis of pupiis® RC level

Participants RC U R level
7 13 OO Independens
10 7 330, Instruetion
3 3 25 I rusiration
4 4 24y Frostation
2 2 Hm Frustation
L | St Frustation

Tonal 30
RC Reading Comprehension

Table 4 indicated that 7 participants out of 30 pupils had RC scores of 12 out of 20
questions representing 60%. and considered to have had RC at independent level: 10
participants had RC scores 7 out of 20 questions represent 35%. considered to have
had RC atinstruction level. while 5.4, 2and 2 participants had RC scores of 3. . 2 and
I representing 25%. 20%. 10% and 5% respeclively were considered to have read at
frustration level. The finding of the study therefore affirms Bello and Lawal (2012)
who state that studies on reading by scholars have categorised students into four
levelsnamely:

1. The non-reader students:

Il Students that read atindependent level;

11, Students that read at instructional level: and
1v. Students thatread at frustration level.

The non-readers do not attempt to real at all, they are the type that are forced to the
four-walls of educational institutions; the independent reader’s level is the highest
level of reading at which the pupil reads fluently and with personal satisfaction
without help; the instructional reader's level is the teaching level when the child is
exposed to some challenging materials sufficiently easy that he can do indepen
seat work with only the usual readiness of help from the teacher; while the frustr
readiness level is the level of reading at which obvious difficulties cause
and tension in the reading situation

dent
ation
confusion

Conclusien '

C‘onsmlermg the findings in tables 2. 3. and 4, one can surmise that only a few number
of the pupils could recognise. pronounce and have (he ability of reading
comprehension at independent level: reasonable number of them could recognise,
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pronounce and algg have (he
fevel while very low

comprehension at frygy

ability of reading ceme , _
bt of IL.{]L:!H: comprehension only at insteuctional
D1 UICTT (G l'C(_‘()UniqlA " ” .
b FECOEnise. pronounce ik asds o
[dUOn lC\'CI. & | C 'md h (d 1Ld‘,’!|“:;

Mecommend ationg
“ousidering the Joc

recommended (hat
Ik

ale and the participants of the study (Nomadic Fulanij. it is

' (.onsiant\campuign should be carried
thpotence of Western Edue
whole to make them fit

out among the Fulani for needs and

ation, not only in their milieu. but in the country as a

‘ ; properly in the scheme of national development.

Tl?e lew Nomadic school attendees must be exposed more to instructional
Materials in reading to make (he school lessons more concrete and interesting so

§ ,as toencourage non-school goerstodevelopinterest.

: J. Instructors in nomadic schools must adopt different teaching metliods and
3 | i > T T N . . T P
strategies to enhance the learners' performance in reading and also to learn at
) independent level.
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