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AN ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT OF FOREIGN
CULTURES ON ILORIN COMMUNITY

IBRAHIM ABDUL GANIYU JAWONDO"

This article focuses on foreign cultures which have so much gained
ground that the children of this day tend to take them as the original
culture of the indigenes of llorin. It also discusses how these cultures
outweigh some of the cherished and the so called ‘barbaric’ aspects
of the llorin culture. It has critically assessed the impact of these
cultures on the day-to-day activities of the community.

Introduction

It has been socially attested that no culture is better than another,
as one man’s meat is another man’s poison. And what has become a
practice in a certain place as dictated by the socio-political, economic
and the geographical setup of that place may differ significantly in another
place due to the afore mentioned factors. Thus, it came to be recognized
that man, in most cases, has influence on his environment and vice
versa.

Culture! has been defined differently because of its chameleonic
nature. However, for the purpose of this paper, it simply means the
norms, values, aspirations, beliefs, arts, literature, commerce, philosophy,
ideas, science and technology of a community and the way it conducts
its affairs to ensure continuity of culture and peaceful cohabitation.

In Nigeria (llorin inclusive) the most prominently recognized foreign
cultures are the Eastern culture? and the Western culture. The Eastern
culture was brought about in Nigeria by the Arabs from the Middle East
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thraugh the North Afrcan Barbers to Bomo and by the Malian scholars
1o Hausaland in the eleventh and fourteenth centuries respectively. And
it was spread all over Nothern Nigeria through the Usmanu Danfodiyo
Jihad between 1804 and 1808

On the other hand. we have the Woster cullure which was brought

century* and (ater at Badagry in the nineteenth century.*

culiures in Nigeria and even some communities within Nigeria, liorin
inciusive. However, so far no attempt has besn made at tracing the
detils of how and whence these culuras were established.

‘The Impact of the Eastern Culture on the llorin Community.

‘The llorin communily (lloin. Emirate) \hich now comprises Asa,
Moro, llorin-West, East and South Local Government Areas was af the
onseta ‘pagan’ communily as a Yoruba settiement undar the leadership
of the Alafin of Oyo. lorin later became an e st ol

. i

at Dkuumm. Shaykh Sasini, Shaykn Munamman Yunabau and his i
“Ashal
mwm-m, proaching and converting the natives? siam atained an
e influence which it maintained untl the coming of Shaykh
Tt sulm) to liorn, in whose tme llorin became a local pilgrim
enter to which the Yoruba Musims turmad for study and guidance
lorin came info full contact with the Wester culture, with the
‘establishment of the first govemment school in llorn; florin provincial
sehool in 1914 and other sehools that were fater established. At the

The idea. of boarding at the schools was emphasized to allow quick

schools =
on e it may. emphasie e goingta b laid on the folowing

iable eaders uncerstand how much more o less thess two
et ot indiganous s e pon o ameet

language, science and hchnany
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Eastern Culture (Islamic Education)

Politically, before the coming of Islam o llorin, like in all the Nigerian
communities, * leadership was acquired by the most prominent individuals
Who had military strength, economic fesources or were proficient in local
medicine () to turn things to their wish, Usually, the leadership was
hereditary. Afonja the Are Onakakarfo became the leader of llorin becayse.
of his miltary strength, He aiso suffered the same fate at the hands of
the Fulani. 1+

However, with the establishment of Afimi Dynasty,

Put on deck to operate Sharfiah i

Heliglcusly, the wholesale acceptance of Islam and its teachings by
the people of llorin like some other People of Nigeria and West Africa at
large could be traced 1o the fact that Islam was accommodative of some
of the. existing practices the polygamous systems, charity and Peaceful
co-existence in the society.”

The people of llorin became Arabized S0-much-so that the credit of
spreading Islam and its education to the then Yoruba ‘pagan’ ‘communities
like. Ibadan, Isehin, Iresa, Aghoho, Kobayi, Abeokula efc. belongs to
llorin.'® This singular act made llorin and its People popular both to the

ete. both of whom received National ang International awards® for thejr
gontributions to Arabic and Isiamic ltsracy, have made llorin' popular
among the Muslim world,

Furthermore, there are numerous Aratic ang Islamic institutions
(pre-nursery, nursery, primary, Secondary, and tertiary) of national ang
international repute in llorin, Thus, it is pocs; le to attain any level in the
were followed in South Asia and Pakistan has

Ed.
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areas of Arabic and Istamic knowledge within llorin. Arabic language
became dominant like the deliverance of juma‘at sermon in all the llorin 2
Most mosques and fedas’ and the palace of the Emir bear the Arabian
architectural designs, all of which add more to the beauty of liorin as a
state capital.

Linguistically, Arabic language has penetrated deeply into the adopted
fanguage of the people of llorin-Yoruba. Arabic words like sadaka (alms),
zakat (religious tax), sadagi (dowry), Hajj (pilgrimage), and a host of
others® are being widely used and taken by the new generation to be part
and parcel of the llorin dialect.

In the areas of marriage in respect of proposition and betrothal and
eventual performance of marriage ceremony the horizon of the people of
llorin has been broadened and their thoughts and deeds sharpened. Thus,
instead of parents either asking for or giving their daughters in marriage
at a tender age to strengthen friendship ties, business relationship,
appreciate good gestures and/or in demonstration of sympathy, most.
youths are allowed to choose their partners with guidance from the parents,
alt within the limit of Islamic injunctions on marriage.

Atthis juncture, it is important to point out that the naming ceremony
as performed by the people of llorin in the pre-Islamic era which was
characterized by extravagancy and large scale alcoholic consumption is
now conducted as enjoined by Islam. And most importantly, it is
characterized by thanks-giving to Almighty Allah: The children's name
which hitherto followed the line of the gods worshipedby famifles i
have given way to Islamic names.

However, some people and compounds in llorin bear Yoruba names
that are neither paganic nor Islamic, but they are descriptive of the
cireumstances surrounding the birth of persons, the origin of the people,
their means of livelihood, acquired cognomen of their forefathers or ;ew
through magnanimity and/or bravery at war front. .
Besides Islamic names people bear and answer the names Taiye, -
Kehinde, Alaba, Idow, Ladi (female) Danladi (male), Tanimu (male) Tani

Danlami (male) Lami (female), Danjuma (male) Jummai (famale),?
Durosinlohun, Okanlawon, efc.
The following names of compounds describe their work: (/e oo
(makers of mortars, note that the word could mean well diggers),
Asileke (makers of beads), lle Oloyin (honey extractors), lle Olori (mal
of shear butter), lle Olomon (mud house builders), lie Adabata (makers
of local sandals), /le Onikoko (pottery makers) and /le Olola (tracmwnag
surgeons). iy
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The following names deseribe the founders of the compounds as
brave soldiers ang ‘commanders fle. Jawondo, e Alanamu, lle. Jagun, etc.
Names lke Aikabi Ajvelabogantc. ar ditect pateee 1o the magnanimity
of their forefathers, while: names iike il i Agbbaji. le Bala etc. point
10 their place of origin.2

Itis dishsanamng 10 note that like other societies in Nigeria, the

them in other words, they should labour for thei, eaming. But these days
the Islamic and Arabic institutions have bean Mmodernized among with the
ine. of Wester education. Thus, literary aspect is emphasized ang

The mpact of Western Culture/Education

With the establishment of schools i forin and fruition of the Emir
Abduliadis appeal to the masses to accept and acquire Westem education
and give their children opportunily to receiye 17 the schools processed
2 number of would be teachers, administrators, poliicians, enginoers,
©c: Those who had received the Westormn education early in liorin have

Popacla, otfiers are Alhaj Lah, a veteran educationist trained in London
University (1954-55) and Dr. AGF. Abdurasag (senior Advocate of Nigeria),
the first qualifed northern Nigerian fawyer 51959, Justice Saidu Kawy,
Ihe fistindigenous Chief Juage of Kwara State (1974-1984) and the first
Kuaran to be appointed as a judge at the Supreme Court, of Nigeria in
1984, He was the chairman of the constiutiong conference commission
(1994) Justice M.8. Belgote read aw London. He was the first
solicilor-general of Kwara State (1967-1972), and e first northern Nigerian




judge at the federal court of appeal  Justice Alfa Belgore also read la,
Alhaji Saka Alesinloye read journalism®' and he rose to the post of press
secrelary 10 the head of state during the regime of General Yakuby.
Gowan (1td) befbre his retirement. % 3
Professor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari studied political science and.
(was at one time) Nigeria permanent representative at the United Nations,
Justice lbrahim Sulu-Gambari, the present Emir of lorin read faw and by
1967, he was the only one in llorin with Masters degree in law (L.L.M)
Among others were Justice Akanbi and late Yusuf Idiaro E
The Muslim schools have also benefited immensely from the
introduction of Western education in llorin. They modernized to a certain
extent their Quranic schools along the line of the Westem education
system. Some of the schools now have standard school setting, fich
curriculum, qualified teachers and admiristrators. They issue certficates
10 students upon completion of course; varying literature and other’
educational materials are made availaole at the schools. Some of the
recipients of such education can nov compete favourably with their
colleagues from elsewhere. The Friday prayer sermon (khutbah) is now
relayed both in Arabic and English or Arabic, English and Yoruba
languages are combined in some pla ces to reach a wider audience.
The acquisition of Western education by the llorin community led to.
the emergency of a group.of workirg class which provided the skilled
personnel needed at the various goverment offices, parastatals, private
companies and individual businessas within and outside the state. The
income from such services enhanced their standard of living.
The masses of llorin have imbibed the culture of good toileting
habits and house building, road and bridge construction systems. They
make good use of mess media, both electronic and print by listening to
and reading news respectively and advertising their businesses and
ceremonies, recreation centers are being visitd on daily basis by some:
elites while large percentage of the masses visit recreation centers during
festivals — Christmas and Eids. There are a number of clubs and societies
where people go to relax themselves and tranisfuse ideas. There is the
formation of development associations at every place in llorin™ to see to
the betterment of tie people of the community.
Due to the familiarization of the people of llorin with Westem education,
road signs and traffic rules and lights are now fargely understood and
obeyed by pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. Tre people make use of
telephone and otner message encoding and decoding machines.
Businesses in the line of Western education are sngaged in by the people
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of florin ranging from establishment of private: schools, bookshops,
stationary stores, G.C.E. and JAMB candidates coaching centers to
textbooks publication.

The farming populati has also benefited from
the western culture For instance, crops like cassava and tice which were
not grown in llorin before were introduced and are now among the staple.
food of the masses, thus, the income of the farmers has increased.
Besides, the Western trained agricultural experts have always from time
1o time given radio, television and open-air lectures on how to improve
productivity on the farm by using modern equipments, techniques and
planting high yielding seeds.

Linguisticaly; the Western culture has infilrated into the llorin dialect
of Yoruba language. So diluted is the dialect that the youths find: it
difficult 1o speak Yoruba purely without mixing it with English words or
even understand Yoruba names for most of the everyday English words
they are used to. In conversation, both old and young, educated and
iliterate:people of llorin use the iollowmg English words in their day to
day activities: window, ion video,
cable, fridge, radio, cup. plate, motor, pan milk, barber, saloon, Garage,
globe, carpet, glass, gutter, cement, gate, table, crate, mineral, palour,
bread, flour, petrol, oil, vaseline, rubber, plastic, jamkey, starch, Omo,
sur, biscuts, sweet, swelter, shop, roundabout, warder, soldier, sugar,
calendar, sleepers, sandal, bed, matiress, pillow, block, stove, slate,
chalk, biro, pencil, cinema, battery, letter, tank, drum, bandage detol,
capsule, tablet, doctor, nurses, exercise book, paper, nylon, leather bag,
scarf, handkerchief, wire, headmaster, chair, tent, buka, scissors,
cupboard, grease, ball, accident, bricklayer, painter, useless, careless
etc :

~ Theinstitution of fe permitted
to practise, served as a check on the arbitrary use of power most
‘especially by the indigenous chiefs and their wards. Most of them before
this time had used their power and position to get rid of their tradtional
enemies and social critics who attempled any criticism on ther activities.
However, the usual respect for elders and their words Is depreciating in
almost all households. Their system of interal settiement of disputes
within the family, between couples, among people from the same ward
and friends has disappeared resulting in legal disputes and court
judgements. The effect is increasing insecurity and instability at homes
and in the society at large.

Like ‘other societies in Nigeria, the traditional education in liorin
above all other things emphasized moral training such that was to make
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the citizens respectful to others and live according to the norms of the'
society. The citizens were given participatory, physical, mental, spirtual
and moral instruction that makes individuals useful n ffe and gain salvation
in the hereatter. But at a later stage, the colonizers in order fo realise
their economic exploitation motives and to meet their administrative needs-
de-emphasized moral instruction at schools and encouraged subjects:
that led to production of students that were helpful to the British
administration in Nigeria. Therefore, reading, writing arithmetic and Boko
(Roman script) were encouraged to get native functionaries for lower
caders al the various ministries.* Uptil today, litle recognition is given
o religious instruction in the schools (primary and secondary). On the:
timetable it is taken either once or twice in a week and usually fixed at
odd time. The resultant effect is the rampant immoral and ungody activites.
of the so called educated elites who are supposed to be model to others.
They perpetrate evil deeds like prostitution, fraud, nepotism, tribalism,
favouratism, etc.
Conclusively, there is nothing bad in analyzing and adopling
is good in other peoples or nations culture with the view to quicken
development but developing communities or nations should be very
cautious of wholesale acceptance of foreign culture so that it may not
lead 1o total extermination of their own culture.

Notes and References. 3

1. For some of these definitions see A. A. Adeyinka, (ed.) Popular Topics.
in Comparative Education for Nigeria Tertiary Education Students,
Success Educational Service, Educational Service, 1994, pp. 13-15

2. This term designate a composite culture i.6., Hinduism, Buddism etc, but
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culture while relates 1o Islamic culture,
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