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ABUDU, Zeinab Assake | |
Department of Arts Fducation, Faculty of liducation, University of Tlorin

Abstract

Nigcria is surrounded by African Francophone countrics, thus, it is cxpected that
lcarning and promoting French language should be a welcome development by all
and sundry in the country. Generally, the student intends to find out the pereeption
of primary school administrators towards the learning of French in Oyo Metropolis.
This study adopted a descriptive research design to survey the perception of
primary school administrators, on the learniig of French language ini-Oyo
metropolis. The population for this study comprises school administrators of
primary schools in the four local governments in Oyo metropolis  which are Oyo
East, Oyo West, Afijio and Atiba. A total of eighty-nine (89) participants were
involved in this study. A rcsearcher made questionnaire titled “Perception of
Primary School Administrators on the learning of French language in primary
schools (PPSATLFLPS) which contains twenty items was used in collecting data
for this study. Percentage was use to-describe the demographic characteristics of
the respondents. Cumulative mean and percentage were used to answer the research
questions, whilc the t-test and ANOVA were used to test the formulated-hypotheses
at 0.05 alpha level. It was found out among others that the Perception of school
administrators in Oyo mctropo’lis on leaming of French language was positive.
Based on the findings, this study recommends that there is the urgent need for the
government of the day to cnsure enforcement of its declaration of 26% January,
2016 making French a compulsory language to be studied in all schools from
primary to tertiary institutions as well as other declarations of past governments.
There is the need for the relevant associations of French teachers, French village,
etc. to intensify efforts in promoting advocacy through workshop among school
administrators. !

Background to the Study ‘;

Nigeria, a member of'. ‘the African Union (AU) and the IEconomic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is hedged on all sides by countrics
whose official language of communication is French such as the Republic of Benin,
Cameroon among others. These countrics, including Nigeria need to co-op cratc and

| |
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oir problems Of_ under-development, poverty, socio-political instability, cultural
and 1111cr-tcr{110rlal wars (Onyemclukwe, 1995). This perhaps underscores the
mclusion of I'rcnc_h in the Nigerian school curriculum. French language teaching
i Nigeria is designed to provide the learners with the sufficient communication
«ills and aptitudes to make the language a tool for communication first, with
e immediatc African francophone: community (West African francophonc
community) then the rest (France and Canada for instance) of the francophonc

world. ,

To this end, French language was ascribed the status of Nigeria’s sccond
official language by General Sanni Abacha in 1996. The declaration was made at
the francophone summit held in Burkina Iaso in 1996, where he was honored as a
special zuest (Onyemelukwe, 2004). General Sani Abacha thus Jaid emphasis on
the importance of the learning of French Language by stating that:

: We have scen that we arc virtually surrounded by French speaking
countries. And these French- -speaking countrics are our kith & kin. But be of the
differences inherited in the languages of our colonial masters, .there has been 2
vacuum in communication with our neighbours. It s in our interest to leam French
(Ade, 1998). . | = .

Though, it has bcen criticized as an attempt by the then military Iead of
Statc to pursuc a sclfish goal and personal agenda becausce the declaration came at
the time when Nigeria suffered stiff diplomatic penalty. But nevertheless it is an
indication of governmient’s commitment and rccognition of the importance, of
teaching French in.our schools in Nigeria. :

However, - there is no doubt. that there is dccreasing learning and
communication in Frerich which is raising concern among teachers, who believe
the language may dic in Nigeria (1996a, 1996b). This has been| proven across
literature, Ogunbiyi (2012) has cstablished that the teaching of French language in
schools in Nigeria is not given priority and much attention it deséﬁ!es despite its

cnormous accrue i

d benefits to Nigerian citizens, being a nat,xlon that share
boundaries with francophone countrics. Government’s. apathetic attitude towards

the learning of French rmade the language to be facing enormous challenges, which
have madc it to be rele gated in Nigerian schools. Poor remuneration for teachers,
lack of cmployment for French graduates, inadequate materials for lcarning and
poor represcntation of French in Nigeria, among others were some of the issues
confronting the tcachin g of this language. |

. Inspitc of all these challenges, one fundamental achicvement is the
inclusion and devclopmaent of curriculum for I'rench language in Nigcrian primary
school curriculum which both the public and private primary schools are cxpected
to implement accordin gly. An insight from the literature revealed a measure of

prog ! : : y ! .o
progress in primary schxools in T.agos Statc where I'rench language is being taught
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gom(;)sil;o’;ollasn);ugiso worthy of note is the recent declaration of French as a

insthutions 'I‘hc:M'cc' ‘tO b;\studmd in-all schools from primary to tertiary

his 3 111lst;r“ gf State fo; Education, Prof. Anthony Anwukah stated
1! @ PICss report of Friday 31st January, 2016 (The Nation Newspaper, 3 1st

January, 2016). ' -

Nevertheless, some parts of the country where teacher training institutions
that produce teachers for French language teaching are situated, such as Oyo town,
. arc expeceted to have more schools if not all, where French language is being taught

In at least the primary schools. 1lowever, observation has revealed that not all the
schools arc teaching }"rcnch:languagc. The implication of this is that there.is no
gencral consensus that the primary schools in Oyo metropolis are teaching French
language to their students despite the inclusion of French language in Nigeria
primary school curriculum and the availability of trained teachers from the two
teacher training institutions in the town.
The primary cducation being the basis is an essential foundation of every
cducation system, therefore, primary school administrators are important
- stakcholders in the development of every education. It is upon this background that
the researcher deemed it fit to examine the perception of school administrators of
primary schools on the lcarning of French language with an understanding that, if
the study of French language is to takc its proper place, it begins from the
foundation education i.c. primary education.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to find out the perception of primary school
administrators on the learning of I'rench in Oyo metropolis. Specifically, the study
examined:

a. the perception of the school -administrator on the tcaching of French
language in Oyo metropolis based on gender

b. whether Primary School Administrators are aware of the potentials of
teaching French language

c. the interest of primary school administrators in the teaching of rench

d. the challenges in the teaching of French language in the primary schools

in Oyo metropolis

Research Questions

a. What is the perception of the school administrator on the teaching of
Irench language in Oyo metropolis?

b. What is the perception of the school administrator on the teaching of
French language in Oyo metropolis based on gender?

c. Are the Primary School Administrators awarc of the potentials of the

tcaching of French language?
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Are the Primary §
: y School Admini : . ,
tanguage? ministrators interested in teaching of French
C. What arc th - ,
pari ¢ chflllengc.s in the teaching of French language in the
ary Schools in Oyo metropolis? |

Rresearch Iypothesis
a. There is no sign iffe ' in 7
( s no_&gmﬁgam.‘dilffcrcncc between male and female administrators
pereeption in teaching of French language "

Methods
Data Analysis and Result

_ All the research questions werc answered accordingly excepl the rescarch
question two which was.answered alongside with its corresponding hypothesis
Rescarch Questiox 1: Wha is the perceplion of the school administrator on he

| teaching of French Language in Ovo metropolis? .

~In order to answer. this rescarch question, r‘cspondcnts5 responscs 10 Hil

questionnaire were collated and analysed. The s results are as Shown in table 1.

Table 1: Rank Order of the Perception of the School Administrator on the
Learning of French Language in Oyo Mclropolis‘

S/N

1. Ibelieve teaching French Language to primary school pupils is 320

ncedful .

2. 1know that tcaching French ].anguage to primary school pupils 2.96

will faciltate their understanding of English Language as well

3. Duringmy period of studentship, [ was taught French Iilanguagc 2.65
and 1 appreciate it - '!!;' |

4. 1would always encourage a child to learn French Language 3.05

5. To me, learning French lLanguage is not a waste of time 3.31
particularly for primary school pupils I

6. ltinterests me when I see little children speaking Frcﬁch 2.94

7. Tam highly optimistic that teaching French Language to the 3.01
pupils <would help their academic performance in language

subjects ,
8. 1 would rather encourage a child to learn Nigerian Sign 2.89 -

langua_ge
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§ government has declared French Language as the 342 1

second official language : ' s"

0 I.wasn t taught French Language during my studentship but I'll . 3.30 gzj':
like to learn it | 2 g

11, If Nigerians all understand French Language, it would help our 298 %
cconomy as well as development in commerce, scientific and !
technological research, administration and education ?

12. T believe making French Language a compulsory second 3.3
language in Nigeria educational system will place the country
at an advantage in ECOWAS
‘13.  Ibelieve every Nigeria should learn French language to promote 3.37
" our communication and relationship with Francophone
countries around us

Weighted Mean Score - . 40.51
Table 1 indicates that 83 respondents participated in this ;tydy. Responses
to items that sought information on perception of the school administrators in Oyo
_ metropolis on the learning of French Languagchreveal;d ‘that the perception of the
school administrators in"Oyo meiropolis on the learning of French Language was
positive, because the benchimark ‘weighted mean score stood ‘at 38 and their
weighted mean score was 40.51 which is above the benchmark weighted mean

score. ,
Research Question 3:

Are prirhaiy school administrators aware of the
. ' polentia?s of the teaching of Frenchlan cuage? .
Table 2: School Administrators’ Awareness of the Potentials of the Teaching

of French
Level of Aware " Frequency Percentage
Not Aware . 40 48.2
Aware e 43 51.8
Total - 83 100

Table 2 reveals that out of the 83 teachers that participated in the study, 40,
represexiting (48.2%) were not aware of the potentials of the teaching of French
Language in Oyo, while 43 representing (51.8%) were aware of the potentials in
the teaching French Language in Oyo. This shows that the majority of the
respondents in this study were awafe of the potential in the teaching of French
Language in their schools. f .

I
Research Question 4: Are the pf(z’mary school administrators interesiec! in
teaching of French Language?

|
“ |
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3: School Administrators’ Interest in Teaching French Language

Tqb](‘
/f,ﬁrmlltxx\\st in tFrequency Percentage
Tmchm“ Erenc rt‘ml‘ D ——
\Ot u\ N ‘\i ‘ l 37-3
32 62.7

wol
In::x\ &

Total R 100

Table 3 reveals that {out of the 83 teachets that participated in the study, 2

1 3"-.3‘:\ were not interested in teaching French Language in O\\.
oresenting (62.7%) were interested in the tcaching French Language in .
Oyo. This show's that the majority of the respondents in this study were interested

s
in the teaching of French Language in their schools.

Research Question 3: What are the clmllvngvs in the teaching of French Language
in the primary schools in Oyo metropolis?

Table 4: Ranking Order of Challenges in the Teaching of French
Language in the Primary Schools

No Items Frequency Mean Ranking
1 Insufficient competent teachers 83 246 . 1%
2. Funding - . 83 2.07 - 4t
3. Low awareness of the potentials of =~ 83 231 y
French .
4 Negartive attitude of the students . 83 - 1.67 6
5 Poor policy implementation 83 1.98 s&
6 Insufficient learning materials 83 Il 2.11 3

Table 4 indicates that 83 respondents partlcxpated n t}us study. The major
challenges in the teaching of French language in the ptimary schools are
insufficient competent teachers which has a mean score of 2,46 (1), while low
awareness of the potentials of French with a mean. score of 2,31 come 2™, Qther

items too are challenges because they have mean scores Wthl\ are below the
benchmark of 2.50,

Hypotheses Test_mg ' v;
Hoiw:  There is 120 significant difference between male and fcmah primary school
administrators’ perception in the teaching of French Language.
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Table 5: alysi
() /}1).11)’513 of the Difference
b‘chonl Administrators’ p
French Language.

between Male and Female Primary
erception of Primary in teaching of

Gender N X e ————————————————
0  Mecan Std df  Calt  Sig.(2-tailed) Decision

Male — _ ~
, e 44.07 3.45 Ios
‘ams 81  0.53 0.00 Rejected
Female 47 2425 +3.40 !
P> 0.05 - _—
. _f_/%s shown on lable 5, the calculated t-value was 0.53 whilc its calculated
significance szluc Is 0.00 at alpha level of 0.05. On this basis, the null hypothesis
one was thcrciox:c rejected. ‘This means that there was a significant difference in the
perception 0fpr1mary school administrators in teaching of French Language based
on gender. The reason was that the calculated significance value (0.00) was lower
than 0.05 alpha level: (0.00 < 0.05). This is in favour of male teachers with a mcan

score of 44.07 greater than the mean score of 24.25 for female teachers.

| ‘Summary of the Findings
Bascd on the data collecte
findings are obtained: ;
a.” Perception of the school administrators in
of French Language was positive.

d, analyzed and interpreted, the following
Oyo metropolis on the learning

is study are aware of the potentials of the

b. A majority of the respondents in th
teaching of French l.anguage in their schools.
c. A majority of the respondents in this study are interested in the teaching of
French Language in their schools. S
d*  The major challenges in the teaching of French language in the primary

" schools are - insufficicnt competent- teachers, funding, poor policy
implémentation and i nsufficient learning materials
There was a significant difference in the perception of primary school
administrators in Jearning of French Language based on gender. T

Discussion of the Findings |

It was revealed in this study that pereeption of the school administrators in =

Oyo metropolis on the leaming of French Language was positive. This finding s. .
in agreement with the findings of Igonorﬁ(ZOll) who revealed that 58.8% of'the =
respondents involved in their study had positive-attitude toward the learning-of
French language. |

Another finding revealed that a m?jorily of the respondents in this study
were awarce of teaching of FFrench Lan guagd; in their schools. This result negates the
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¢ _jiion of Olayiwola (2015) that in-spite of the importance of French language to
;,;—:Cn'gn citizens, the !anguagc is yet to be taken seriously. o

Also, a majonty of the respondents in this study were interested in the
caching of French Language in their schools. This perhaps may be as a result of
their awareness of the potentials of teaching French to pupils in their schools. It was
21s0 revealed that the major challenge in the teaching of French language in the
primary schools was that of insufficient competent teachers. This finding
corroborates the findings of Tar (2011) that competent teachers and teaching
materials are two-headed challenges facing the teaching and leaming of French
language in Nigeria.

Conclusion

Fiased on the results, this study concludes that a greater number of school
administrators have positive perception of the learning of French in primary s_chools
in Oyo State, although, French language is not offered in some schools which can
be attributed to low level of awareness of the benefits of French language,
insufficient leaming materials, insufficient competent and qualified French

teachers and a host of other challenges.

Recoramendations
The following are recommended in the study:
There is need for an association of French teachers and other stakcholders

to intensify efforts in promoting French teaching in all the Primary schools
in the state . .
n. Government and other relevant stake holdersshould be orgamzing public
lecture or workshop periodically to sensitize the public about the
importance of learning Irench language.

Association o f French Teachers and other French language promoting
agencies in Nigeria should form information bureau where institutions in
need of compe tent French language teachers for various levels of education
could go and recruit them.

There is need for the government of the day to fund French education
programmes o as to attract foreign investors from French speaking
countries into DNigeria market. ,

\ Government skould put necessary measures in place towards promoting
learning of Fremch language.

Government should encourage local production of French leaming
matenials throu gh the creation of fund for the advancement of major foreign
languages such as French, Latin, and Greek.
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