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[bookmark: _Hlk508743766][bookmark: _Hlk508775054]Abstract
No country or community is untouched by violence. Images and accounts of violence pervade the media; it is on our streets, in our homes, schools, workplaces and institutions. However, youth has been victims, drivers and cynosure of violence right from the time immemorial, however, in explaining increasing levels of urban youth violence, this research was borne out with aim of examining the predisposing and incendiary factors responsible for the proliferation of youth violence and more importantly in Ilorin metropolis. The methodology employed focused on the disadvantaged neighbourhoods, areas surrounding higher institutions, wealthy neighbourhoods. Etc. It was pointed out that most of the urban youth violence that occurs in Ilorin happens in an uncompleted/abandoned building and usually at night. However, the findings of this research clearly labelled Poly area of Ilorin East as the most violent area of Ilorin metropolis. Furthermore, chi-square analysis performed shows that there exists a consolidated degree of association between number of youth gangs and drivers of crime and prevalent violent measure at X2 (41.490 and 43.873) in Ilorin. This research concluded by submitting some policy responses like emergency operational plan for violence, smart infrastructural technological plan, development control, public counselling and correction service as a way forward.
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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk508746354]Violence is a universal scourge that tears the fabric of communities and threatens the life, health and happiness of us all (WHO, 2002b). However, there has been lingering concerns whether we live in a violent time or not. To be convinced that we live in an especially violent time we have only to think of the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr; the riots in Watts, Detroit, and other urban areas; police violence; the war in Vietnam; the 44 minutes’ robbery in United States of America; the recent act of terrorism in France, England and Egypt and the rising crime rate (Bako, Balogun and Abdulyekeen, 2017). Chioda (2017) believes insecurity has skyrocketed over the years, it has become abundantly clear that there is no magic formula or policy to address it. Much has been said recently about the rising crime rate, and the published statistics on it have frightened many people (Fromm, 1969). Alapata (2012) expounds plainly that the concentration of violent crimes in major urban centres worldwide is been heralded as an indicator of the breakdown of urban systems.
Youth has been victims, drivers and cynosure of violence right from the time immemorial. WHO (2002b) estimates more than 1.6 million people worldwide lose their lives to urban youth violence every year. youth are vulnerable to violence at home, on the street, within social welfare and juvenile justice facilities, in the labour market, and in the sex industry (World Bank, 2010). Worldwide, over 200 000 homicides occur among youth 10–29 years of age each year, which is 43% of the total number of homicides globally each year. However, homicide has been clearly labelled as the fourth leading cause of death in people aged 10-29 years, and 83% of these homicides involve male victims (WHO, 2016). Plainly, youth violence is sometimes due to maltreatment assumed in forms of stigmatization and harassment; psychological, physical, and sexual abuse; social isolation and prolonged pre-trial detention; and coercion, torture, and extrajudicial execution (Abdullahi, Seedat-Khan and Abdulrahman, 2016).
Apart from wanton destruction of poverty, several lives have been lost to violence in Nigeria. Between 1999 and 2003, USAID (2005) reported that scores of youth violence in Nigeria resulted in the death of over 9000 young people and displaced over 200,000. In the report of WHO (2016), youth violence is a global public health problem. Regionally, it includes a range of acts from bullying and physical fighting, to more severe sexual and physical assault to homicide. Nonetheless, political, religious, ethnic, academic, or socio-economic controversies usually lead to violence by youths in the society; example is the Warri /Ijaw crisis that happened recently in the southern part of the country (Butterfly, 2003). Regionally, violent crimes in Nigeria are at varying degrees. Rotimi (2015) observes each region in Nigeria to have its peculiar form of violence; the northern Nigeria is plagued with religious and extremist attacks, likewise in the South-South, militancy is popular and, in the South-East, cultism ferocity and robbery attacks are common forms of urban youth violence, while in the South West, political violence and thuggery are intrinsic.  However, Rotimi (2015) further expounds that there exist a common and other forms of violence such as gender-based violence (rape, abuse, intimidation), tribal clash among others still exist across the regions of Nigeria.
No gainsaying that Kwara State has been living up to her slogan as the state of Harmony, as prevalent urban youth violence cases are still yet to be recorded on a national scene. The extent of violence is higher than research indicates. However, data based on official reports, such as police or hospital records, tend to underestimate the extent of violence and abuse because much violence is never reported. According to Nigeria Bureau of Statistics (NBS), a total number of 978 violent acts was recorded in 2016, amounting to 0.78% of the total violent acts recorded in Nigeria in 2016. The Nigeria Bureau of Statistics further classifies and labels these crimes on interpersonal and collective violence, violence against properties. Etc. Abdullahi, Seedat-Khan and Abdulrahman (2016), as a matter of fact state the electoral process in Ilorin has witnessed an unprecedented build-up of armed youths, recruited and trained by politicians to win elections with violence. Regrettably, recruited thugs are usually school dropouts, touts and unemployed youths, who bend to the whims and caprices of power-hungry politicians in exchange for some naira, political appointments and lucrative government contracts or tenders.
[bookmark: _Hlk508820403]Incidentally, politically motivated youth violence has been widely reported (Saka, 2010). We cannot discount the fact that youths are drivers of violence, as this was heightened between 2001 and 2003 during the administration of the late Governor Muhammed Alabi Lawal. Ilorin west in particular has been one of the linchpin of urban youth violence in Ilorin. As Arowosegbe (2009) avers that one confounding factor undermining Nigeria’s development is the marginalization of the youth. The state of the environment alone in most parts of Ilorin metropolis is lamentable, Bako, Aduloju and Abubakar-Kamar (2017) reaffirm the psychological saying that anything not giving happiness will give depression and subsequently breads violence. Furthermore, as cities have experienced rapid growth, levels of urban poverty and inequality have risen (Baker, 2008).These inequalities are now seen as “one of the most important variables” in explaining increasing levels of urban youth violence. It is against this background that the current paper attempts to examine the predisposing and incendiary factors responsible for the proliferation of youth violence and more importantly in Ilorin metropolis and ways of forestalling such factors.

Literature Review
Nature of Urban Youth Violence
No country or community is untouched by violence. Images and accounts of violence pervade the media; it is on our streets, in our homes, schools, workplaces and institutions (WHO, 2002b). Youth violence and gangs are specifically of a critical concern in the world today. Men between the ages of 15 and 34 account for the overwhelming majority of homicide victims, and they also comprise the membership of youth gangs (World Bank, 2011). The high rates of crime and violence have direct effects on human welfare, and its effects can be measured in the short-run and long-run on economic growth and social development (World Bank, 2010). According to Encarta Dictionary (2009), violence has been labelled to be the physical force, classified to be extreme, destructive and uncontrollable force to injure somebody or damage something. Generally, anything that is excited in an injurious or damaging way may be described as violent even if not meant to be violence (by a person and against a person). Fromm (1969) believes, in order for violence to be understood, there is need to distinguish between violence against people and violence against things. There is a world of difference between beating up or killing another person and stealing or destroying things.
Furthermore, there are two forms of violence. The incidental violence, which may arise out of actions of protest or affirmations of certain views, and intended violence, which is aimed at the violation of others. Although it is often not simple to draw a clear line between these two kinds of violence, by and large they represent two forms of violence which can be distinguished from each other (Bako, Balogun and Abdulyekeen, 2017). The cry for law and order which is raised in the name of stopping violence can in itself be an expression of violence. It can be, and often is, rooted in the wish to use force to suppress unpopular opinions or attitudes. 'Law and order' is an emotionally charged slogan which often speaks against minority violence, while the mood behind it may be just as violent as that which it claims to fight (Fromm, 1969).
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Figure 1: Typology of Urban Youth Violence
Source: Adapted from (World Health Organization, 2002b: 5)
Violence has been broadly classified into three (3) categories of self-directed, interpersonal and collective violence (Figure 1) The beck and call of this study focuses on urban youth violence which is under the umbrella of collective violence, which has been labelled by WHO (2002b) as the instrumental use of violence by people usually between the ages of 15 and 34, who identify themselves as members of a group against another group or set of individuals, in order to achieve political, economic or social objectives. It takes a variety of forms: armed conflicts within or between states; genocide, repression and other human rights abuses; terrorism; and organized violent crime.
In much of the development literature of the 1960s and 1970s, the proliferation of urban youth violence was viewed as an individual issue of criminal pathology linked to rapid urbanization and to the marginality of migrant population. However, in the recent studies of Bako (2016), it was pointed out that there is link between violence and city size in developing countries, and can be explained by three factors. First, returns of crime are likely to be higher in larger cities owing to the greater concentration of wealthier victims. Second, the chance of arresting a criminal might be lower in larger cities, because large cities spend less on law enforcement per capita. Finally, larger cities have greater proportion to crime-prone individuals/potential criminals.  

One of the dividends of democracy in Nigeria is urban youth violence. It was during the time that democracy took over in Nigeria that the manipulation of the youth for settling political scores became entrenched, setting the stage for subsequent violent acts (Saka 2010). However, the growth of neighbourhoods with extreme levels of poverty has created conditions that isolate residents from mainstream society and tie them to local setting of multiple disadvantages. John et al., (2007) believe that poverty and enormous economic disparity within Nigeria have also been driving factors behind the urban youth violence. Although Nigeria is the sixth leading oil producer in the world, few have benefited from this resource. Almost 70% of Nigerians live on less than one dollar a day and the average life expectancy is 48 years. Accordingly, Bako (2016) clearly labels thrust of violence to poor urban planning, design and management, which have been cited as playing a role in the shaping of urban environment, which puts citizens and properties at risk. Hence the physical fabric and layout of cities have a bearing on the routing movement of offenders and victims and opportunities for crime. In addition, Abdullahi, Seedat-Khan and Abdulrahman (2016) are of the opinion that there is an existing nexus between neighbourhood characteristics and youth violence. Furthermore, Moser and Mcilwaine (2006) further stress out that origin of youth violence usually takes-off from socially disadvantaged neighbourhoods (SDNs), widely regarded as economically and socially deprived environments where levels of poverty, unemployment and underemployment are very high.








Conceptual/Theoretical Considerations and Arguments
Violence is among the leading causes of death for people aged 15–44 years worldwide, accounting for about 14% of deaths among males and 7% of deaths among females (WHO, 1999). The 20th century was one of the most violent periods in human history. An estimated 191 million people lost their lives directly or indirectly as a result of conflict (WHO, 2002b). As issues involving violence transcend national boundaries, the impact of violence calls for its adequate attention in the literature (World Bank LAC, 2011; Bako, Balogun and Abdulyekeen, Violence, 2017). The rapid pace of urbanization coupled with the growth in city size and density is associated with increased crime and violence. Poor urban planning, design and management play a role in the shaping of urban environments that put citizens and property at risk.
Because of the pervasive nature of violence, it is often seen as an inevitable part of the human condition – a fact of life to respond to, rather than to prevent. However, households located in areas experiencing high levels of growth are more likely to be victimized than those in communities with stable populations (UN-Habitat, 2007). The impacts of rapid urbanization extend beyond direct victimization, as city growth is seen as a very strong indicator of crime rates. 

Frustration-Aggression Theory
[bookmark: top]Frustration – aggression theory, also known as frustration aggression hypothesis, is one of the most seminal theories in aggression research since its formulation in 1930s. Grimm (2008) defines frustration as a state that sets in if a goal-oriented act is delayed or thwarted. The instigation remains even though the chances of realization are constrained by interfering influences. Under these frustrating conditions, aggressive behaviour is stimulated to an extent that corresponds with the intensity of the instigation and degree of blockage of goal attainment. Sturmey (2017) avers on the basics of assumption on frustration-aggression hypothesis that frustration, typically understood as an event instead of emotion, increases the tendency to act or react aggressively. When human-beings perceive that they are being prevented from achieving a goal, their frustration is likely to turn to aggression. The closer you get to a goal, the greater the excitement and expectation of the pleasure. Thus, the closer you are, the more frustrated you get by being held back. Unexpected occurrence of the frustration also increases the likelihood of aggression. Thompson (2008) believes aggression develops in human through five stages; the oral stage (from birth to age one), anal stage (ages 1 to 3), phallic stage (ages 3 to 6), latency phase (ages 7 to 11) and genital stage (adolescence through adulthood) and this aggression is derived from frustration being perceived in the environment. Incontrovertibly, aggression is always a consequence of frustration and, contrariwise, the existence of frustration always leads to some form of aggression.
Relative Deprivation Theory
The relative deprivation construct has been extensively used in social psychology, sociology, urban planning, and other social sciences for more than half a century (Walker & Smith, 2002). Tyler, Boeckmann, Smith and Huo, (1997) believe this popularity reﬂects relative deprivation’s usefulness for explaining numerous paradoxes. One reason why violence has largely been ignored as a public health issue is the lack of a clear definition of the problem in theory.  Relative deprivation theory is the lack of resources to sustain the diet, lifestyle, activities and amenities that an individual or group are accustomed to or that are widely encouraged or approved in the society to which they belong (Townsend, 1979). Measuring relative deprivation allows an objective comparison between the situation of the individual or group compared to the rest of society. It also emphasises the individual experience of discontent when being deprived of something to which one believes oneself to be entitled, however emphasizing the perspective of the individual makes objective measurement problematic
The basics of relative deprivation can be traced to urban planning, as this theory is further explained to be the root cause of counter urbanization characterised by a marked decline in the total population, or growth of the population. According to Webber (2007), relative deprivation sensitizes the process and emotion of crime, the fluidity of deviant activity and, as such, connects to the contemporary concerns of cultural and psychosocial criminology. However, it first took place as a reaction to inner-city deprivation and overcrowding.
Methodology
The methodology involved in the data collection and analysis focused on the use of questionnaire, interview, observation, data from police and health institutions which was overarching. To this effect, Ilorin metropolis was instinctively divided into four local government areas (Ilorin South, Ilorin West, Ilorin East and Asa).  Based on the ‘whims and caprices’ of the researchers, disadvantaged neighbourhoods, areas surrounding higher institutions, wealthy neighbourhoods etc, were all randomly sampled. A Total number of five hundred and twenty (520) questionnaires were distributed, this is as a means of connecting to the micro level of different strata in the metropolis. However, all data were descriptively and inferentially analysed. 
Findings and Discussion
The main thrust of this study is to measure the impact, proliferation and physical planning implications of urban youth violence in Ilorin metropolis. However, by way of contrast, macro-level research was preoccupied with interpreting many dimensions of urban youth violence in relation to the lived experiences of urban dwellers. The research was carried out to review historical and cultural trajectories of urban youth violence and interrogate the experiences, perceptions, attitudes and inter-generational, spatial and underlying structural conditions shaping urban youth violence in Ilorin metropolis.
The Measurement, Extent and Victims of Urban Youth Violence
In order to appropriately illuminate the different faces of urban youth violence, from the ‘invisible’’ suffering of society’s most vulnerable individuals to the all-too-visible tragedy of societies in conflict, table 1 shows that 59.6%, the respondents lived in Ilorin South, while 5.8%, 28.8% and 5.8% of remaining respondents lived in Ilorin East, Ilorin West and Asa Local Government Area respectively. However, 61.5% of the respondents sampled believed there exists youth gangs in Ilorin metropolis, while the remaining 34.6% and 3.8% were undecided and picked ‘No’ respectively (Table 1). However, it ascertains the views of WHO (2002b) that clearly labels violence as a universal scourge that no country is free from and that of Nigeria Bureau of Statistics that recorded 0.78% of violent acts recorded in Nigeria, 2016 to Kwara State. Nonetheless, table 1 clearly shows 28.6% of respondents sampled averred plainly that the number of youth gangs in Ilorin falls between ‘6-15’, 21.4% respondents believed it to be ’16-25’, while the remaining 9.5%, 19% and 21.4% believed it to be ’26-40’, above 40 and less than 5 respectively. This implies that urban youth violence doesn’t just thrive without an informal affiliation to a gang, this number builds up with the number of scores they settle violently. Furthermore, this study took a leap in querying further, the average number of individuals per gang in Ilorin metropolis, it was discovered that 11.6% and 55.8% respondents affirmed to the fact that less than 10 members and between 11-25 members per gang, while 20.9%, 4.7% and 7% respondents believed that this urban youth gang members fall between ’26-50’, ’51-100’and above 100 respectively. The popularity clearly depends on the atrocity they commit and they easily woo members based on this pedigree. Nevertheless, 61.5% of the respondents professed clearly that urban youth violence presents the use of fire arms (guns) while the remaining 38.5% had a contrary opinion to it. This indubitably implies that there an uncertainty generated by urban youth violence, expressed in fear and insecurity, as Kruijt and Koonings (1999) defines fear has the institutional, cultural and psychological repercussion of violence. Furthermore, it was observed that 36.9% respondents confirmed Ilorin West Local Government Area to be the citadel of the most predominant forms of urban youth violence, while the remaining 11.5%, 26.9% and 25.0% observed it to be Asa, Ilorin East and Ilorin South Local Government Areas respectively. This implies that the thrust of urban youth violence thrives more in the most disadvantaged neighbourhoods like Thaiwo-Oko Erin, Okelele-Adangba, Gambari, Oja-Oba etc. All in Ilorin west, due to the appalling number of youths with low level of education. The sheer scale of urban youth violence in the poor areas or slums means that, in many contexts, it has become “routinized” or “normalized” into the functional reality of daily life (Scheper-Hughes, 1995). Violence increases with increase in social status, as 62.5% respondents lamentably agree to that assertion while the remaining 36.5% had a contrary opinion that violence does not increase with increase in social status (Table 1). Morser and Mcilwaine (2006) unequivocally describe how the rich are retreating to “fortified enclaves”, isolating themselves from the poor, who are seen as the perpetrators of violence. 
Furthermore, in accessing the major causes of violence and suicide, 13.5% respondents attributed the cause of suicides to ‘alcohol or drug abuse’, 28.8% observed it to be ‘hopelessness’, while 40.4% and 15.2% respondents attributed it to ‘poverty’ and ‘other’ causes such as peer influence, stigmatization of health-seeking behaviour, isolation and lack of social support, acute emotional distress, major physical or chronic illnesses and family history of suicide. Suicide is a major cause of mortality worldwide. It is a human tragedy that accounts for an estimated one million deaths annually. This translates to at least one death resulting from suicide every forty seconds. Poverty invariably remains one of the major cause of violence and subsequently suicide, as Alabi et al. (2014) observe suicide rates to have increased by 60% worldwide, in the last 45 years, with an estimated global incidence rate of 16 per 100,000.





Table 1: The Extent and Victims of Urban Youth Violence
	Character
	Frequency

	Local Government Area Respondents Distribution 
	

	Ilorin South
	310 (59.6 %)

	Ilorin West
	150 (28.8%)

	Ilorin East
	30 (5.8%)

	Asa
	30 (5.8%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Presence of Youth Gangs
	

	Yes 
	320 (61.5%)

	No
	20 (3.8%)

	I Don’t Know
	180 (34.6%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Number of Youth Gangs 
	

	Less than 5
	111 (21.4%)

	6-15
	149 (28.6%)

	16-25
	111 (21.4%)

	26-40
	50 (9.5%)

	Above 40
	99 (19%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Average Number of Youths Per Gang
	

	Less than 10 members
	60 (11.6%)

	11-25
	290 (55.8%)

	26-50
	109 (20.96%)

	51-100
	25 (4.7%)

	Above 100
	36 (7%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Presence of Fire Arms from Urban Youth Violence
	

	Yes
	320 (61.5%)

	No
	200 (38.5%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Predominant Violent Areas in Ilorin
	

	Ilorin South
	130 (25.05)

	Ilorin West
	190 (36.9%)

	Ilorin East
	140 (26.9%)

	Asa
	6 (11.5%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Increase of Violence with Social Status
	

	Yes
	330 (62.5%)

	No
	190 (36.5%)

	Total
	520 (100%)

	Major Causes of Suicide and Violence
	

	Alcohol or Drug Abuse
	7 (13.5%)

	Hopelessness
	15 (28.8%)

	Poverty
	21 (40.4%)

	Others (stigmatization, chronic illnesses, family history of suicide. Etc.)
	9 (15.2%)

	Total
	520 (100%)


Source: Field Survey, 2018
Trend, Causes, Risks and Drivers of Urban Youth Violence in Ilorin
The 2011 World Development Report highlights, conflicts remain, and many regions suffer from weak governance, cycles of violence, and chronic instability  (World Bank, 2011). However, this research clearly examined the major drivers of urban youth violence in Ilorin, as 11.5% respondents believed it to be drug trafficking, while the remaining 48.1% and 40.4% clearly voted for gangs and Youth violence to be the major drivers of crimes in Ilorin respectively. In identifying factors that underlie violence, it is important to distinguish between structural causes (unequal power relations) and trigger risk factors (situational circumstances), that can exacerbate the likelihood of urban youth violence occurring, with the later factor including the use of drugs and alcohol  (Moser & McIlwaine, 2004). According to Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, it was reported that 763.63kg, 1,159.60kg, 843.06kg, 2,815kg and 580.84kg of narcotics drugs were seized by state and area commands from the year 2012 - 2016 respectively in Kwara State (Figure 1). It is heartrending to see youths not being able to live their normal life again without the use of these narcotic drugs.  Bad gangs in Ilorin remains the major drivers of crime, as youthful exuberant makes these gangs fight over trifling things (women, seniority) and initiate mundane crimes.
Nevertheless, major hot spots in Ilorin were sampled, in order to identify where urban youth violence and crime occur most. In response to this 21.2% respondents confirmed it to be public open spaces which unites youths of different socio-cultural dispositions. However, 3.8%, 7.7% 63.4% respondents clearly opined to be houses with tall fences, Cul-de-Sac (dead end street) and abandoned/uncompleted buildings respectively, while the remaining 3.8% respondent voted for other reasons like stadiums and sport arenas, garages. Etc. indubitably one can infer that planning and good urban governance have failed people of Ilorin, as enormous numbers of uncompleted and abandoned buildings pile up every year, with government failing inexplicably in using the Nigeria Urban and Regional Planning Law of decree 88, 1992 to combat this error in planning. As Brown, (2015) Opines, more than 1.5 billion people live in countries affected by violence, conflict and fragility. If the number of abandoned/uncompleted buildings are reduced, challenges in planning for fragile and conflict-affected cities will reduce drastically.
In accessing one of the risk factors surrounding urban youth violence in Ilorin, this research takes a leap in investigating the exact time of the day urban youth violence occur most. However, 5.8%, 28.8%, 1.9% and 63.5% respondents believed youth violence thrive in the afternoon, evening, morning and at Night respectively. this cannot be faulted as the whole Ilorin metropolis is always dark as night itself during the night, as no area in Ilorin can boast of a functional street light, one of the encumbrances for law enforcement officers in discharging their duties effectively. 
In an investigation to ascertain the most prevalent violent measures in Ilorin, it was observed that 28.8% and 23.1% respondents voted for Burglary and Robbery, while the remaining 48.1% respondents observed it to be overall victimization such as rape, assault & battery, domestic violence, kidnapping, child abuse. Etc. we cannot discount the fact that overall victimization has taken the form intimidation and violence as means of resolving economic disputes, imposing seniority and invariably cheating people showing tinge of lagging traits. However, the major forms of urban youth violence were examined, as 90.4% respondents reported ‘cult related’ violence has the major violence in Ilorin metropolis while, 3.8% and 5.8% respondents reported ‘homicide’ and ‘suicide’ it to be major forms of violence in Ilorin metropolis. An inspector with F-Division Police command was quoted saying ‘there exist cults in Ilorin metropolis, characterised with age range of 15 – 34years of age, being the major criteria of recruiting members’.

Figure 1: Narcotic Drugs Seized in Ilorin Metropolis from Year 2012-2016
Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, 2017

Table 2: Trend, Causes, Risks and Drivers of Urban Youth Violence in Ilorin
	Character
	Frequency

	Major Drivers of Crime
	

	Drug Trafficking
	11.5%

	Gangs 
	48.1%

	Youth Violence
	40.4%

	Total
	100%

	Major Hotspots for Violence
	

	Public Open Spaces
	21.2%

	Houses with Tall Fences
	3.8%

	Cul-de-Sac (Dead End Street)
	7.7%

	Abandoned/Uncompleted Buildings 
	63.4%

	Others (Stadiums, Sport Arenas & Garages)
	3.8%

	Total
	100%

	Violent Time of the Day
	

	Morning
	1.9%

	Afternoon
	5.8%

	Evening
	28.8%

	Night
	63.5%

	Total
	100%

	Most Prevalent Violent Measures
	

	Burglary
	28.8%

	Robbery
	23.1%

	Overall Victimization (rape, assault & battery, domestic violence, kidnapping, child abuse)
	48.1%

	Total
	100%

	Major Forms of Urban Youth Violence
	

	Cult Related
	90.4%

	Homicide
	3.8%

	Suicide
	5.8%

	Total
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2018


Costs and Management Issues of Urban Youth Violence in Ilorin Metropolis
Crime and urban youth violence affect people’s lives in many ways, there are several elements to the social costs of criminal activities, as this research observes 36.5% of respondents to be in support of ‘economic cost’ as the major costs attributed to violence in Ilorin metropolis. However, 23.1%, 21.2% and 19.2% respondents believed ‘emotional, physical and social cost’ to be the major cost of urban youth violence in Ilorin. This incontrovertibly shows that any violent act, in one way or the other affects the economic life of a community or region. Nonetheless, the study by Alaimo et al. (2009); World Bank LAC (2011) concluded that criminal activity lowers productivity and that businesses hit by crime and violence have significantly lower sales per worker than those unaffected by criminal activity. Accordingly, direct costs of violence were investigated as well, as 25.0% direct costs results into health cost (medical attention, lost production and emotional damage) while the remaining 48.1% and 26.9% results into institutional (public security and administration of justice) and private security costs (households and businesses). No gainsaying that violence tears at the fabric of all nations, the direct cost of violence in Ilorin metropolis is being felt at the governmental level, as everyone runs the risk of public security. These findings were further buttressed when poor urban planning was referenced as the encumbrances faced with by the law enforcement officers in administering justice. It was lamentably observed that 53.9% of the respondents opined clearly that absence of street lights impedes the law enforcement officers in administering justice, as most violent acts and crimes take place at nights. Furthermore, 25.0%, 7.7% and 13.5% respondents attributed the encumbrances of law enforcement officers to absence of street name plates, absence/inappropriate location of gas stations and bad road respectively. Evidence of poor urban planning is completely overarching as one of police officers was quoted saying “its an open season for urban violence, as incivility and thuggery is leveraging this moment of artificial fuel scarcity which has reduced their response rate to crime and violent acts.”
Consequently, the age range responsible for urban violence was sampled as 96.1% respondents agreed that urban youth violence age range falls between 15-34 years of age, while the remaining 3.8% respondents agreed it to be above40 years of age. However, figure 2 shows the urban youth violent prone areas (hotspots) in Ilorin. In Ilorin south, 57.7% respondents attributed it to Tanke -Oke Odo, while the remaining 19.2%, 7.7% and 3.8% respondents believed it to be Challenge area, Gaa-Akanbi and Government Reserved Areas of Ilorin respectively. The reason for this is not farfetched, as Tanke-Oke Odo breeds all forms and types of violence due to the presence of University of Ilroin, Ilorin. Furthermore, Ilorin West was sampled, as figure 2 shows 36.5% and 34.6% respondents believed it to be Thaiwo-Oko Erin and Oja-Oba, while 9.6%, 13.5% and 5.8% believed it to be Okelele-Adangba, Oloje-Adeta and Pakata area of Ilorin West respectively. Indubitably, one can infer that the core CBD areas of Ilorin West breeds violence, as they are classified as the traditionally disadvantaged neighbourhoods of Ilorin West. Nonetheless the Ilorin East area of study was sampled as well, as figure 2 further shows the Poly area to be the most violent area of Ilorin entirety, as 78.8% of respondents clearly voted Poly Area to be the most violent in Ilorin, while the remaining 7.7% and 13.5% respondents opined it clearly to be Kulende Market Area and Sango respectively. A discussant was quoted saying “the cult issues in Poly area is Lamentable, as that area of Ilorin metropolis is the citadel of all social vices and Incivilities.” The majority of students in Kwara State Polytechnic are university rejects, that constitute nuisance to the human environments. One can say there exists tinge of inequality and exclusion, which is woven into the fabric of Ilorin East region of Ilorin metropolis.
This research takes a leap into forms of motives for homicide, as 58.5% respondents observed gang crime to be the motive behind homicide in Ilorin, while 9.6% and 34.6% respondents observed common crime (robbery, burglary. Etc.) and unknown motive to be the forms of motive for homicide in Ilorin. There is no uniﬁed deﬁnition of a gang  (Doyle, 2016). There is a consensus in conﬂict literature that is in contrast to other violent non-state actors, gangs do not seek to overthrow the state  (Hazen, 2010). However, Hagerdorn (2007) opines that gangs typically use systematic and purposeful violence, such as homicides, to maintain their control over territory, people and economic activities. Nonetheless, 69.2% respondents agreed to the fact that the youth violence in Ilorin occurs between ‘gang – gang, while the remaining 28.8% and 1.9% affirms it to occur between ‘gang – non-gang’ and ‘non-gang – non-gang’ respectively. This empirical assertion was further consolidated when the area command police headquarter confirmed the seven (7) prominent cult related gangs in Ilorin metropolis viz: Black axe, Aye, Eye, Alura (Formerly Bucania), Kegite, Black scorpion, Daughters of Jezebel.  The reasons for joining these gangs are not ‘clear cut’, but   Briceno-Leon and Zuillaga (2002) believe one appealing reason is that individuals who are marginalised from society can obtain a type of acknowledged social identity from their membership.
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Figure 2: Spatial Distribution of Urban Youth Violence in Ilorin Metropolis
Source: Author’s Digitization, 2018



Chi-Square (X2) Analysis on Some Principal Factors
The cost and measurement of violence is limited by a number of important constraints. The most common concerns the use of mortality statistics as proxies for levels of violence (Short, 1997). However, in order to test the association that exists between some principal factors of urban youth violence in Ilorin metropolis, a crosstab chi-square analysis was performed on number of youth gangs in Ilorin, environmental causes of youth violence, prevalent violent measures and drivers of crime.
The table 3 below shows that the calculated X2 (41.490) for principal factor (A) is greater than the critical value (2.733) for df = 8, α = 0.05 level. The Ho is therefore rejected and it is concluded that there exists a significant association between number of youth gangs and prevalent violent measures in Ilorin. However, table 3 also shows the p value is 0 which is less than 0.05 which proves the above fact  (Panneerselvam, 2014). Consequently, the data below shows that the calculated X2 (43.873) for principal factor (B) is greater than the critical value (2.733) for df = 8, α = 0.05 level. The Ho is therefore rejected and it is concluded that there exists a significant association between number of youth gangs and drivers of crime in Ilorin. furthermore, table 3 also shows the p value is 0 which is less than 0.05.
Table 3: Crosstab Chi-Square Analysis between Number of Youth Gangs, Prevalent Violent Measures and Drivers of Crime
	Number of Youth Gangs
	Prevalent Violent Measures (A)
	
Total
	Drivers of Crime (B)
	

	
	Robbery
	Burglary
	Overall Victimization
	
	Drug Trafficking
	Youth Violence
	Gangs
	Total

	Less than 5
	12
	8
	12
	32
	8
	4
	20
	32

	6 - 15
	6
	20
	16
	42
	4
	10
	28
	42

	16 - 25
	4
	6
	16
	26
	4
	18
	8
	30

	26 - 40
	2
	0
	12
	14
	0
	6
	8
	14

	Above 40
	16
	0
	12
	28
	0
	22
	6
	28

	Total
	40
	34
	68
	142
	16
	60
	70
	146


Source: Author’s Computation, 2018
A. Chi-square (X2) = 41.490, Degree of freedom = 8, critical value at 0.05 = 2.733, P = 0.00
B. Chi-square (X2) = 43.873, Degree of freedom = 8, critical value at 0.05 = 2.733, P = 0.00

The table 4 below shows that the calculated X2 (43.873) for principal factor (A) is greater than the critical value (2.733) for df = 6, α = 0.05 level. The Ho is therefore rejected and it is concluded that there exists a significant association between number of youth gangs environmental & institutional causes and prevalent violent measures in Ilorin. However, table 4 also shows the p value is 0 which is less than 0.05 which proves the significance of the test  (Panneerselvam, 2014). Consequently, the data below shows that the calculated X2 (13.873) for principal factor (B) is greater than the critical value (2.733) for df = 6, α = 0.05 level. The Ho is therefore rejected and it is concluded that there exists a significant association between number of youth gangs and drivers of crime in Ilorin. furthermore, table 3 also shows the p value is 0.03 which is less than 0.05

Table 4: Crosstab Chi-Square Analysis between Number of Youth Gangs, Prevalent Violent Measures and Drivers of Crime
	Environmental Causes
	Prevalent Violent Measures (A)
	
Total
	Drivers of Crime (B)
	

	
	Robbery
	Burglary
	Overall Victimization
	
	Drug Trafficking
	Youth Violence
	Gangs
	Total

	Low Level of Education
	26
	24
	20
	70
	14
	34
	26
	74

	Ignorance of Law
	4
	4
	24
	32
	0
	12
	20
	32

	Ineffectiveness of Law Enforcement Officers
	12
	16
	36
	64
	8
	24
	32
	64

	Poor Housing Environment
	4
	8
	4
	16
	0
	8
	8
	16

	Total
	46
	52
	84
	182
	22
	78
	86
	186


Source: Author’s Computation, 2018
A. Chi-square (X2) = 43.873, Degree of freedom = 6, critical value at 0.05 = 1.635, P = 0.00
B. Chi-square (X2) = 13.878, Degree of freedom = 8, critical value at 0.05 = 1.635, P = 0.03

Policy Responses
The era of strategic patience in solving contemporary issues in planning is over. Urban youth violence is thriving, as they capitalise on error and obsolescence in planning to gain prominence. Within cities, disparities in levels of violence are based on neighbourhood resources and income levels. More prosperous areas suffer from violent crime, usually property-related, such as robbery, burglary and overall victimization. 

i. Emergency Operational Plan for Violence (EOPV):
Violence has insinuated itself as one of the major man-made disasters. The need for EOPV can never be over emphasized as this plan will cover the potential and actual violent measures in Ilorin both in space and time, it will also specify the action areas. i.e. where urban youth violence is occurring most in Ilorin metropolis such as poly area in Ilorin East, Tanke in Ilorin South and Thaiwo – Oko Erin axis in Ilorin West (Figure 2). The plan will also specify the agencies recognized by law to deal with violence, response rate to violence by law enforcement officers, resource inventory (gas stations, hospitals, police stations. Etc.)  and also give people of Ilorin the sense of logistical readiness of what they can realistically do in case of violence such as: strong communication system and emergency telephone numbers like 911 in USA and 112 in India.
ii. Smart Infrastructure Technological Plan (SITP)
The world is in the era of preventing violence by all means and not just a mere reaction to it. The Smart Infrastructural Technological Plan will help in curbing urban youth violence due to error in planning, such as introducing solar powered street lights which is regrettably absent in the whole of Ilorin metropolis to combat urban youth violence which occurs mostly at nights. However, it is within the purview of physical planners to coordinate the installation of Close Circuit Television (CCTV) and street cameras through site selection as these will help in recording, monitoring and subsequently help in forestalling security challenges associated with it such as; violence, crime etc. urban planners not only focus on how and where these cameras should be installed, they initiate other smart technological plans like facial recognition software which has recorded huge success in China which are fused together with street cameras, which allows violence to be prevented even before any group or individual performs it. SITP also improves inadequate nameplates of streets and bus station termini and also have a functioning street lighting project all across major and minor corridors of the city; local access and cul-de-sacs etc. as this will invariably help the law enforcement agencies in locating a place of crime and youth violence in time and easy pursuits of culprits anytime of the day; be it during the day or at night through appropriate nameplates for streets and street lighting at night.

iii. Community Based Innovations
The need for every community/neighbourhoods in Ilorin metropolis to have a database has gone beyond debate, as all members of the community-based innovation emphasizes the need for all residents of the community to register with community affiliated with, this idea is to screen out individuals/groups with no legal or social protection in their communities and put their names on the state watch list. However, this community-based innovation is overarching as it has proven to be successful in popular and wealthy neighbourhoods like Ikoyi, Banana Island in Lagos. The plan extends to individuals registering the number plates of their vehicles with security personnel at all the entrances and exits of individual community.

iv. Development Control
As a strong tool in Urban and Regional Planning field, development control is a system through which government regulates land use and new building. Furthermore, its purview covers how planners guide against dilapidated and blighted buildings which are normally the hide outs and crime spots of robbers, drug addicts etc. who are the major drivers of violence. However, development control will help in achieving a decent environment by removing derelicts from our environment. As it was observed in this study that 63.5% respondents agreed that most urban youth violence occurs in abandoned/uncompleted buildings and at the other hand guide erection of buildings and existing building as well. Development control also stresses out the types of building that should be encouraged in the modern world as tenement buildings tends to bread contempt, as people of heterogeneous races, tribes, culture, background, religion and beliefs live in a tenement building and come together to share  some personal basic utilities like use of toilets and bathrooms, common kitchen etc. as these will invariably result into domestic violence more that bungalows and blocks of flats which have same utilities for the same single family dwelling.
v. Public Counselling and Correction Service
We need to develop those tools to make sure that everybody feels important and cared for through parenting interventions, family interventions, wellbeing campaigns, community sensitization and early childhood education, as all this helps preventing altering the stages violence develop in youths. There is need to have a department of corrections in every region of the country, as the sole aim of this department is to identify violent people, pick them from society and correct them to see good in the things and people they are waging violence against. This policy changes help in reducing poverty and inequality, and improve support for families–such as social assistance and economic development schemes, employment creation, improved education, parental leave, maternal employment and child care arrangements. This has proven to be an effective measure in developed worlds like Tennessee in USA, Great Britain. Etc. 
Conclusion
Although there are major gaps in knowledge and a pressing need for more research, experience to date has taught some important lessons about preventing violence and mitigating the consequences. Crime and violence weaken key institutions, coupled with the paucity of reliable time-series data on urban youth violence. The urban poor not only limits theory-building, but it also inhibits the design, implementation and monitoring of interventions to reign in urban violence. However, good urban governance is central to urban planning as these fosters societal approaches which focus on the cultural, social and economic factors related to urban youth violence, and emphasize changes in legislation, policies and the larger social and cultural environment to reduce rates of violence in different settings and entire communities. Complacency is a barrier to tackling violence. Complacency greatly encourages violence and is a formidable obstacle in responding to it. In lieu of this, there is need to use campaigns and technology to reach every child and family in countries and promote primary prevention responses right from childhood, through prenatal and perinatal health care for mothers, as well as preschool enrichment and social development programmes for children and adolescents. Political commitment to tackling violence is vital to the public health effort. While much can be achieved by grassroots organizations, individuals and institutions, the success of public health efforts ultimately depends on political commitment. Violence is inevitable, and no community is untouched by it. The global knowledge and awareness about urban youth violence is growing and much has been said in literature in preventing it. This research therefore leaves a trail on the approaching storm and rapidly growing rates of urban juvenile violence.
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