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Da’wah on Radio: The llorin Experience

AbdulWahab Danladi Shittu (Ph.D),

&
| Ibrahim Mubarak Olalekan

Abstract

- One of t‘he vqitable means employed by Muslhim preachers for Da‘wah (Islamic
l propagation) n the contemporary period is the medium of radio. This paper
examines the Rartwular discourses of selected Islamic programmes through the
medium of radio stations within the Ilorin metropolis intending to measure the
| relevgnc_e of the programmes to societal reformation. Adopting a combination of
 descriptive and evaluative methods of data collection and analysis, the findings of
- the study reveal that some Islamic radio programmes have positively influenced the
Muslims in the community, especially in the areas of socio-political aspects of
human endeavour. The papers, however, observes that most of the programmes aired
- are those on Agidah (creed) and Mua“malah (human relationship). Areas of Ibadah
~ (worship) are given less attention despite their significance. The paper, therefore,
- recommends that scholars should navigate this aspect, and the audience should show
a complimentary attitude towards ensuring the fluidity of these programmes.

Keywords: Da‘wah, Radio, Agidah, Ibadah, Mu'amalah. oy

Introduction . Fios MSRG IR
he dynamism and advancement of the modem world have, among other things, @~
rought about the invention and consequently, the utilizatio mation
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Fi acwah in Islam ‘
~ Dd‘'wah literally means “to call, "to mvite | | | i
!n to the way of Allah 15 not unconnected to instructions i the divine Book
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Da' wah message _h‘)"lhc audience is only an additional satisfaction to him. Sayyid
Qutb, while identitying the best approaches to a' wah, observes that:

The Da i must understand that he simply calls on the people to follow
the path outhned by Allah. He is nof calling for any personal or
ational cause. He is simply discharging his duty towards his Lord.
He claims no credit for himself, nor does he have a favour 1o CurTy
with the message itself or with those who respond to his call and
follow divine guidance. He receives his reward from God alone. . *

Da‘wah on Radio in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State

Many scholars engage in Da“wah activities on radio stations within Ilorin and its
environs, especially during the month of Ramadan. Some of these programmes are
extended beyond the month of Ramadan mostly to remain a weekly programme that
runs through the whole year. Four out of the Da“wah programmes on the radio that
survive the test of time and are aired the year over are sampled for discussion.

Madrasatud Dalilis Shar-i

Madrasatud Dalilis Shar-i‘ is a radio programme anchored by Prof. Abdul-Rahman
Ahmad Al-Imam; an indigene of Ilorin. Born in 1959, Al-Imam studied the Qur’an
under his late father after which he obtained Junior Secondary (/dadiyyaah) and
Senior Secondary (Thanawiyyah) certificates from Markaz Ta‘limil Arabi, Agege In v,
1978 and 1981 respectively. He obtained a diploma in Arabic at Ahmadu Bello F
University, Zaria in 1982 and a B.A, M.A and PhD in Arabic between 1984 and
rom the Islamic University of Madinah. He founded the Imam Ahmad Islamic iy
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/l(l(h’h ni‘lllilli-fl h/ Ahu

In a similar Hadith, '

h said:
Hurayrah where the Messenge’ of Alla ' faithful until |

none of Y_”u 7

'hlld...

1 adherence 1o the

nhauv‘mc.c of
The presenter emp |
teachings of the

obligatory prayers, avol

(SWT) are all the interpr
that just as love 18 emphatlcally encourage 41d be avoided for thers.

sheerest capacity, detestable things 10 oneself sh ST
A third Hadith discussed by the presenter .« where the Prophet (S.A. W) said:

i) i1l have the
ssesses the following three qualities will
m;p;} faith; 1-The one 10 whom Allah and His Apostle
become dearer to him than anything else 7-The one who loves a
person only for Allah’s sake 3 -The one who hates to revert 1o

disbelief as he hates to be thrown into the hellfire.”

The presenter juxtaposed the aforementioned Ahadith with the one before it. In
, :"':""g elucidation of the traditions, the presenter established the relatlonshlp
- between love and worship and discussed the scholastic views on the concept. He
sited that love i1s one of the three fundamentals of worship which are: A!
R h- (love). Al Khawf- (fear) and Ar Raja’- (hope). The presenter stresxdm
t sects fall foul of a particular thing amongst the bases or fundamemall

‘ ~13‘-‘*‘ :" 'hatt‘;hﬂh; ﬂle"],-Iarury display a high level of misconcepti "“’ '
el oo 8y, The Muni " understand the Islamic concept of Raja wi '

l - EF}-.-:F-

A el -ty, play to the gallery in the aspect of love.

ally, he d(.umualu. the laq
(o the cause ol humanity, iy
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Scanned by TapScanner



obligatory acts of worship already has the prerequisite 1o be welcomed into Paradise.

However, accompanymg it with. Sunnah (non-compulsory act) increases one's
chances of paradise

Uhe Approach of Madrasatud Dalitis Shar-programme

The presenter of Madrasarud Dalilis Shar programme is an academic and his
presentation speaks volumes about his profession, Even when he upholds different
interpretations of the view of some sects. his eriticism is academic and devoid of
sentiment. The presenter does not hide his inclination towaid the Sunni school but
even then, he accepts and sometimes rejects, the view of others with convincing

proof. 1t s convincing cnough to conclude that the presenter adopts the lecturing
method of communication in driving home his POINts,

Madrasata Muhammad

Born around 1962 m llorin, Kwara State, Abubakar Ali-Agan, is the principal
presenter of Madrasatu Muhammad 1slamic radio programme. In an interview
conducted with him, he is a graduate of Bayero University Kano. He had his M.A
and PhD degrees in Islamic Studies in 1990 and 2006 respectively from the
University of Horin. Between 1990 and 2001, Ali Agan, being a member of staff at
Radio Kwara, successfully designed and produced an Islamic programme titled
“Fatawa™, and subsequently, he founded the Madrasatu Muhammad 1slamic
programme at Harmony F.M, Idofian near lorin, It is pertinent to note here that Dr
Ali-agan co-presents his programme with Dr. Abdul Hamid Olowunoyin, who was a 1_
graduate of Al-Azhar University Cairo and bagged a Ph.D. degree from the
University of lorin in 1998'" The theme of most of the programmes pr_cscnwd_ under o
Madrasatu Muhammad are the Islamic-perspectives on contemporary 1sues. Belowti . i
are some of the cpisodes presented conynd)
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aF oy H a £ abata radio programme is Muhammadul- Awwal *Ali J abata
A J‘"'H"f } r ,-', e

Y £ srel re, d gUUd L_'O\'t'mur
Ik SUCC NS CadCI dnd ‘hL rdO m .

emulate the Prophet (SAW) in this conduct.

Administrative C ompelence (H-—Muhumh)' The Pff;i'l‘e?h:‘sa‘:;;dentiﬁed *"
administrative competence as 4 requisite for good j‘m emaenencc e poents 1
according to the presenters. is exemplified knowledge. €xp 5 QUISIII(?n
of basic leadership skills. These competencies. according to the presenters, wj|
assist the leader in justice dispensation. |

The Approach of Madrasatu Muhammad Programme

Madrasaru Muhammad, a religio-political Da‘ wah_programme Was established to
check the excesses of the government and the governed. The programme is a
discussion on the Islamic viewpoint on some trending issues in society. In some of
the episodes. the programme addressed issues that occurred even outside the city of
llorin to discuss the stance of Islam on such issues. Unlike Madrasatud Dalilis
Shar ‘i which studies a book on Hadith and provides a comprehensive explanation of
the tradition of the Prophet (SAW), topics of Madrasatu Muhammad are determined
; ;ff;&?ﬂmﬁofﬁ;u al?d circumstances. Presenters of this programme
b i3 ghout their programme to carry people along in their

mﬁem

.......
-1

iy ot llorin in 1961. *Jabata, has graduated from Al-Azha
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labata opmes that all songs accompanied by
(forbidden) tor Mushms except if (1) the |
music teaches morahity (3) the Music
lestive period or a marital ceremony (4
(3) the music 18 sung without mclnav.

condemned music ndiscriminately |
Jabata deduced his rules of -

musical instruments are  Haram
song is with the beating of duffu’” (2) the
al mstruments are used during the Islamic
) those involved are under-aged females and
Lhe presenter in his known style of Dd' wah.
' an}i criticised a scholar who legalized music.
exemption from the following Hadirh.

Rabi. daughter of Muawidh bn Afra says that afte

,_ ' r the consummation
of her marriage.

¢ ige. " our little girls started beating the tambourines and
reciting elegiac verses mourning my father who had been killed in the
battle of Badr. One of them said. “Among us 1s a Prophet (S.A.W)
who knows what will happen tomorrow.” On that, the Prophet

(5.A.W) said. “Leave this (savi '
‘ - ying) and keep on saying the verses
which vou had been saying bef'oreﬁ pr-

Also. the Prophet (S.A.W) said: Announce : : “
: 1) ' your marriage publicly by playing the
lambourine and make it in the mosque.?’ And the Hadith: .

The difference between the unlawful and the lawful (In marriage) is
the Duffu and the voice”?’ i

In equal measure. on singing and beating Duffu on festive days. it was reported that:

Aishah narrates that when her father, Abubakar, visited her at the
time of Eid, two young girls with her were singing. Abubakar cried
out: “Musical Instruments of Satan in the house of the Messenger of
Allah! “The Prophet (S.A.W) replied “Leave them alone O
Abubakar, for every nation has its Eid, and this is our Fid.?*
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: .. tive method -
culture and circumstance. Jabata adopts the argumenta of

communication in his programme.

Al-Hidayah Radio Programme b
The presenter of the programme is Khadijat Abdulsalam, popularly Kno aja

- th
Al-Hidayat. According to an interview conducted with her, she Wa; bO(;I_l ol: 6
December 1969 to the family of Alhaji Sulayman Oba AlKa_all Agba, Jagboro,
llorin, Kwara State. In 1986, she won a scholarship to study in Egypt. A -H_\ldayah
radio programme started in 2007 on Radio Kwara. The prograrpme. which focuses
on how to build a successful Muslim home, is presented every Friday between 10:00

am and 11:00 am.

Episode on Polygamy . v
This episode was presented on the 6" of December, 2019. The presenter 1dentified

the basis for polygyny in Islam and emphasized the conditions for the practice of the
right thus:

. . Justice: The presenter identified justice between and among one’s wives
as the first condition for polygyny in Islam and her argument, she
referred to Q.4:3 which says that anyone who fears he will not be able to
do justice among his plural wives should marry only one wife. She
immediately submitted that justice of affection may be difficult to attain

as mentioned by Allah in Q4:129, but that of materials and care must be
pursued.

ii. The second condition she argued for was the ability to spend on the
needs of the wives. She posited that financial capability is as important as

physical capability to satisfy the necessary ondit] :
. Y conditions fo ,
than one wife. She referred to Q24:33 to substantiate ot

iii. Wisdom in speech making:
ng the wives is embedded in the justice

. apacity accordji :
next to the physical and financial capacit))/[ 3648, 1hg Peesepter wes

iv. Emotional stability: The presenter, in her

her opinion.
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The Approach to the A/ Hidayah Programme
Her programme focuses primarily on buildin

CONCErNINE VArious 1ssues relating - .
p Wes relating to marriage, divorce and parentage are the focal

2::::' n:):s dt::::ssum as far as the programme is concerned. The programme
TR ca#; mp‘?“"d tor study and other times, the presenter discusses
Jjunisprudentially. Fven though the method adopted by the presem.er* IS

lecturing, her ability to refer | ing
| > . 0 real incidences makes
nteractive and interesting the programme appear

€ a Muslim home. The Islamic rulings

An Appraisal of Da“wah on Radio Programmes in llorin Metropolis

Dda"'wah on lh.c radio in llorin metropolis has certainly gained strong ground and, in
many ways, Influenced the audience positively. An observation by the authors of
this paper revealed that individuals have mastered the time each of these
programmes 1s presented and so. you find them turning to their radios or listening to
the programmes on their various handsets. An interview conducted revealed that

women are n;?stly ime.rested in the Al-Hidayah programme because it addresses
family issues.”” The radio programmes can be classified into three:

1- Educnﬁo.pal Programme: Madrasatud Dalilis Shari could be categorized
pnder the educational radio programme in the Ilorin metropolis and the programme
Is mostly listened to by elites most of whom are in institutions of higher learning.

2- Socio-Religious Programme A/-Hidayah Radio Programme is an example

of a socio-religious programme. The concern of the programme is building a model
Muslim home. The programme is widely enjoyed by women.

3- Socio-Political/Religious Programme: Madrasatu Muhammad belongs to
this category. The programme handles current issues and therefore, it remains the
choice of the elites.

abata programme does not belong to a particular category because tl .
gramme is majorly a criticism of others' views. The programme, as observed t
thors of this work, has no specific bearing and the audience are majorl

X I v .l ] -'
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nformative and Very caucanve g,
(WO Programines should be aired .,
Cl]Cﬁl ma.\’imull} from the Icu,mm

(WO programmes Were found highly
reformative. The authors suggesl that the
alternated times so that the masses could b
contained in the programimes. | '
o it for granted that any Mushim within the
'« the reason why there is pg

I
‘

Scholars in the town are takin ¥

. e | , . orship. 1his
metropolis knows how 10 WOTS | o S : 1:
programme dedicated to the base practice of Islam. In reality. many Muslims

need to be educated on how to perform some of the rituals ot “/badah

3. Madrasatud Dalilil Shar'i 1s a typical programme that could be called
Islamic Studies on the radio. More of 1ts type should bt cnc‘ouragcd.becauge
of its ability to train more people for the work of Da wuh.. Since the
programme’'s major source of evidence is Sahihal-Buhari. as earher stated. it
certainly encompasses all aspects of */badah.

The authors hope that if these observations are considered, Islam will be
better propagated and society would be more reformed.

Reference

Da‘wah. The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Retrieved
_ fromwww .oxfordislamicstuides.com.article/opr/t125/e511 29/6/2017.
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Sufism may be best described as

Islamic mysticism ' '
: . or a
belief and practice helps ) scetism. which through

Muslims attain nea |
. _ 1 mess to Allah by way of direct
personal experience of God. It consists of extra obligatory duties like Dhikr

:1l:lt':ln:en1brance ol Allal:\) Nawaﬁl (superogatory prayers) and Tahajjud (late
12ht prayers and supplications). It also consists of seclusion in a mosque or

a Jungle and keeping away from people.
Rabiah Al-Adawiyyah was a female mystic of slave origin from Basra. She was

considered the first Islamic saint who introduced the doctrine of selfless love

Into 'Suf'lsm. She emphasized ascetic detachment, renunciation of the world.
meditation, and love of God

Ah Al-Takfiri are sects that declare or accuse another Muslim (who they think denies
any of the basic tenet of Islam) of apostasy.

M.O Ibrahim, “Mass Media and Da’wah Impact of Madrasat Muhammad (A Radio

Pro_gr.am on _Muslims” A Long Essay Submitted to the Department of
Religious, University of Horin. Ilorin. 2016. 44.

In the two events mentioned, the Prophet(S.A.W) participated with the companions
without seeing himself as a leader who will only give directive.

An Interview with Mr. Murtadha ‘Ali Jabata. A younger brother to the founder of
the group. Interview on 23" May,2017

Interview with MallamMuhammadulAwwal Ali Jabata, the founder of the Jabata %
Salafi Group | e
Salafiyyah refers to the cluster of different Sunni Muslims that have an ideology '
‘which agrees with the teachings and practices of the first three generations
ontained in the Interview with Mallam Jabata. |
- a kind of drum that is beaten at ¢
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HajlaWasilat, (52 years), Business woman, Mandate market.

Endnotes

| Dacwah. The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Retr leveg
fromw w w.oxfordislamicstuides,com.article/opr/t125/¢51 | 29/6/2017.

2 A.AAt-Turk, “Da'wah Media a Collective Research sibility”, The Muslims
World League Journal, 001.401001 (Muharram 1437-December, 20011), 30,

3 Ismail Musa “Da 'wah in the Global Continent: Replicating the Ilaro Legacy of

Kwara. Borno Scholars Akinola” in Is-haq et-ali, (ed). The Correlate oflsign
(Zaria: Ahmadu Bello Universtiy Press, 2009), 88.

4 Sayyid Qutb, Ibrahim Hussain. FiZilalil Qur'an. Vol. 4 (Beirut :Darus
Shuriiq.1412 A .H) pp 2201-2202. http://www.shamela

5 An oral interview with the anchor in his office at Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin
on 15/01/2020
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vhar hva. The aruicle will use the term Ithadists instead of terrorist. being the term
accepted by the movements and used by many academics and Western writers. The
nhadi movements in the article refer to al-Qaida, ISIS and Boko Haramn.

Meaning and Origin of Khirijis

Literally, the word Kharij7 is an Arabic term meaning “rebel”, it 1s driven from
Ahuryy v‘u\hich means “revolt” and “insurrection” Kharjis are the earliest Islamic
sect, which traces its origin 1o a religio-political controversy over the Caliphate. The
sect emerged at the ume of the first sedition among the Muslims: between the
ﬁ:wllo?‘ers of Al7 ibn AbiTalib and Mu awiva ibn Abi(Sufan. They are known as
KNh@n)s (those who go out) due 10 their rebellion against Al7 (RA) at Siffin In
protest against his acceptance of the Syrian call for arbitration.' There are some
ahadith of the Prophet (may the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)
indicating the emergence of this sect. Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Yusavr
ibn Amr (RA) said:

| said to Sahl ibn Hunay{: did yvou hear the Prophet (may the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) say anything about the Kharijis?
He said: | heard him say - and he gestured with his hand towards Iraq
—: "From there will emerge people who recite the Qur’an. but it will
not go past their collarbones. They will pierce through the religion 3
just like an arrow that goes clean through pl'ey.2

In another Hadirh in Sunan Ibn Maja. Ibn Abi Awfa said: The Messenger of
Allah (may the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said that: “The Kharijis
are the dogs of Hell.™ Some scholars argue that the Kharijis have originated from
the time of the Prophet (may the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) shortly
afier the battle of Hunayn when the Prophet ( may the Peace and Blessings of Allah
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(he sect split into many groups 1,

' o

> B > Nce }‘ lht Khar”i\' - T :
After the emergenct 0l ‘o Hl_slwhaya\liml dlc :WNhu“mm

_ : " N 11‘()[]])5 aCC()rding | | : W
most important of these g sile ,, . a and Sufriva. Al
{zariga, Najdat, Baihasiya. Ajarida, Tha aliba. 1hadi) Othe;

: ! 6 ('’ d ll P a2
: oean e aforementioned.” According 1o Pagre
s are subdivisions of the @ | ¥ 3, -
oroups of the Khan) ‘he Khariiis have desisted except the Ibadis who 4,
Crone. all of these subsects Ol the Kharijis

-« evictine 1 Oman aré moder ;
currently residing n Oman.’ However, the Ibadis existng In odery,
K harijis who are attested to be non-chaotic.

The Origin of the Contemporary Jihadist Movements | 1 1
Even thfugh the Kharijis have originated from the ﬁrsl geqer?llpp Of Ml;sllms. i
could be argued that the contemporary jihadists derive their ppx atl;?" rom the
writings of the twentieth-century scholars prominently bay}ld_ Abu A ala g
Maududi (d.1979) and Sayyid Qutb.’Qutb was said 10 hgve been !nﬂuen§ed by the
writings of al- Maudidi. In the works of Qutb. the M:lesfrme.s* Is considered the
constitutional framework of the jihadist groups whose aim is to take control of the
State and implement Shari’a.” The Milestones alongside other worki_ of thest ”
scholars and the confrontation between the Muslim cultures and that of the colonial
masters resulted in the grooming of the Muslim revivalists who view the colonial
masters as a threat to the Muslim culture. As such. the contemporary jihadists
movements could only be traced back in history to the post-colonial era.'” After the
colonial masters left the Muslim countries and handed over the reign of power to the
indigenous people. the Muslim scholars led Islamic revivalist movements intending
- to restore the Islamic values and reform their societies according to the Islamic

ﬁm{ scie ' ’Imteads they adh
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dcscr,bes Bin La(.ie'n and all those who share his view of rebelling against the
constituted auth_unnes as Khirijis.'* This Fatwa from al-Fauzan and other Salafi
scholars went viral :{nd circulated by many Salafis. Articles were published online
and blogs were Sl_rculated On social media arguing that jihadists are thé
contemporary Kharijis. In one of these articles. Abi lyad, the writer describes the
_|1hac!15(s.as “revolting Khariji deviants.” He argues that the contemporary jihadists
are inspired by lhe.works of Sayyid Qutb and al-Maududi and then later were
influenced by Marxism. To establish the link between the jihadists and these two
figures he quoted Abii Mus ab al-Siirj a prominent al-Qaida figure, who stated:

In E’aklftan during the 1950s, the books of the unrivalled genius,
Abl:lzj\ la _Mawdﬁd'i' (may Allah have mercy upon him) presented a
political 1de0_lc_)gy o crystalhze the Jihadi ideology. Through his
books and writings, he presented the requirements of the testimony of
I'awhid, the foundations of loyalty (Wala ') and disloyalty (Bara).
And (he authored) books about the Islamic State and the
methodology for establishing it. One of his most important books. al-

Mustalahat al-Arba . comprised man?r of the foundational premises
of the contemporary Jihadr ideology.

Similarly, Abii'lyad has quoted al-SiirT describing Sayyid Qutb as the leader of the
jihadi ideology in the modern era.'® He made similar quotes from Abi Qatada and
Abi Muhammad al-Maqdisi both Jordanian Jihadi and spiritual mentors of Abu
Mus'ab al Zargawi and contemporary jihadists.”Abﬁ']yéd accuses both Qutb and
al-Maudidi of falling short in understanding the meaning of “deity” in the
declaration of faith “There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.” He argues
that both Qutb and al-Maudidi restricted the meaning of deity to be “lawgiver

which according to him is not only political but opposing what is established bg
past and present scholars that include Ibn Taymiyya, Ibn al-Qayyim and Muhammad
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ebellion against the tyrant Muslhim Mulen

WOl Iht‘ (WO IS ‘
ainst the Ouomans.

commonality 18 found bet

ahhih is gul | ag
h Ibn Abd al-Wahhab 13 puilty ol ag _ _
e SO Arabia in Augusl 2014 declared ISIS 5

FREeLT ' el { Qulafism and cond . _

hariiis. Refuting their clam © i e oe Mt _
];duﬂijstates that “These Khariji group [ISIS] shuulti not h‘L L|(tl:n:zgelled , ,a'i’:i(]].,a
hsabu ala al-Islam)... itis the extension of the first sect 1hd d against the

' 2 _iNNers 2ke their blood and w
Muslims. they excommunicate the Muslim sinners and make the ealth

lawful.”™"

Furthermore. Nasir Abd
dedicates a segment arguing that the contempo
Tracing the origin of contemporary jithadism 1o
Jama atal-Muslimin in Egypt. Al-Aqal argues
of the movement developed the Khariji creed a

authorities in the 1960s and spread the creed to his fol]%v | |
resulted to the formation of the contemporary jihadism.”™ In his effort to categorize

them as Kharijis. Al-Agal enumerates several Khariji doctrines tha't are emboc!ied.by
the modern-day jihadists which include, ex-communication., rebellion and obligating

the migration to the rural areas.””

Some western writers such as Richard Bonney and "Abd Allah Schleifer also
naintain a similar view to that of contemporary Salafi scholars. To Bonney, the
jihadists such as Qutb and bin Laden adopt the tradition of Kharijis for stressing the

importance of Jihad and in some instances preferring it over prayers. The concept of

Hijra which according to Bonney. was a symbolic historical event to Sunnis. was
s Dy thes ¢ Jihadists as a model for a proper Muslim. The jihadists always escape

No doubt. the Grand Mutti of Saud

al-Karim al- agal in his study on the Khariji
rary jihadists are part of the Kharijis,
Jama atal-Takfir wa al-Hijra ak.a,
(hat Shukri Mustafa.”” the originator
fter his imprisonment by the Egyptian
ers after his release which

O

reir communities in the name of Hijra to shun the people they classified as evil,

S - i RSN Lt

- Classifying themselves as the only true Muslims and justifying their rebellion as
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ol the (“mnpamm}s agamnst the rightly puided Imams, or against their worthy
successors. or against the Imams of any time.’’ Nonetheless, both Ibn Hazm and
Shaharastani have enumerated some characteristics of the Kharij1 sect that could not

be found 1n the contemporary jihadists. These qualities include: denouncing
Ulhn?ﬁn andj#Ali (RA) which Ibn Hazm said was the fundamental bases of all the
Khariji sects.” : Excommunicating Muslim sinners is another quality of Khanyjis that
might be a pomt of contention as the jthadists deny such claims against them and
restrict their ex-communication to the Muslim rulers who do not apply to Shari’a.”’

_For .thes_e reasons and others, the contemporary Jihadists denounce their
1§en}1ﬁgat10n with the Kharijis and issued several rebuttals accusing the Salafis of
fabricating it. In one of the al-Qa’eda poems published by Sada al-Malahim, the
poet denouncing their link with the Kharij1s reads: T

They accused him unjustly for Being one of the KHarijis; if he were,
then would that all God servants were Kharijis emulating him.

Would that he who lampoons him time and again Would instead
lampoon and denounce apostasy and belittle it.*"

In an article 1ssued by the Islamic State stating their creed and beliefs, they
clearly denounce any link with Kharijis and state that their creed (just like that of
Ahl al-Sunna) is in between the Kharijis and Murji’is.”' On the same issue, Abu
‘Abd Allah al-Ansari one of the followers of Shukri Mustafa after condemning the
Kharijis and their creed argued that there is a clear difference between the Jihadists
and Kharijis. According to him. there are many Ahadith of the Prophet (may the
Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) condemning the Kharijis but none of the, .
Ahadith associated Kharijis with ex-communication. This quality according to him
was invented by the later scholars and used by the contemporary Salafis against ‘h .
Jihadists. He further argues that throughout history, scholars have been using the
term Kharij1 against whoever rebels against them, citing an exam
Taymiyya and the Mongols.”” From Shukri to Boko Haram, all the Jihadist g '
condemned Kharijis and disassociated themselves from them insisting that they are
{hl al-Sunna who follow the footsteps of the Salaf (first generation of Muslims).
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Jave Salafist tendencies. On the contrary, they refused 10 accept the
first Muslims and the Companions of the Prophet (may the Pegg,

‘m Bmmgsqof Allah be upon him) 1n contrast with the Jihadists who proclajm

he Peace
\CCer C ions (RA) of the P rophet (may 1 and
R ( S The Khirijis did not consider

*- ' of Al]ah be upon hlm) wnhout exception.
‘ _and they never prioritized their views op

On the other hand. the Jihadists always claim
tifying their stands. What seems apparent

ls Mt thc term Khariji is used in 1ts literal meaning against any group that rebels
ygainst another group that considers itself more legitimate regardless of its
nclination to the earlier Khariji sect that rebelled against ‘AlT and Mu awiya (RA)
n the 7™ century. These counter-accusations of rebellion occurred among the first
generation of Muslims even before the emergence of the Kharij1 sect. Abu Fadil
notes that the accusations of Baghy (rebellion) were freely traded between the
wpporters of ‘Alf (RA) and his opponents while some Companions such as Abd

Allnh m ‘Umar (RA) decided to stay strictly neutral in both the sedition and name-
Iling.*® Not all those who rebel against the constituted authorities are labelled

L ¢ |‘-

n "’ _ The rebellion occurred among the Companions (RA) and both Umayyad
Abhwid Callphs came to power through rebellion. yet none of them was

i = % he _ﬁ'j:s and Jihadists have united in legalising rebellion against the
o R ruu ns Whlle the Khal]ls excommumcate the first generatmn of the
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W wz. The Fullulde writings were intended for mass education'”
was achieved among the FulbeWoila in

wntings contain ¢lear admonitions 1o p
associated with ignorance. In Bushra. Mu

, and the purpose
three different ways. Firstly, some of the

ursue leaming and wamings on dangers
hammad Tukur writes:

V8. Mihandino vineddomo Jangai Nder Zaman
Faonmwon idusbido moyi ata Muhammada

V9. Faannde ko woni on Neddo accudo Jangugo,
Fa maya Uwe Wallahivi'ata Muhammada

VIO Wi aibe mi maunihannde Jannde Softake.
Fa Aljannabo soffi bengam Lutki Ahmada

Translation

V8. | consider the man who has nol read in (his life) time,
as the most wretched who will not see Muhammad (SAW)

V9.  Know that he who refuscs to learn,
Up ull he dies and was buried, shall not see Muhammad (SAW)

V10, Those saying | am old and so cannot learn.
So cannot enter paradise for disobeying Ahmada (Muhammad) (SAW)

Similarly, the writings contain several teachings on various aspects of religion for
the guidance of the speakers of the language. In the Yimre Sukavel, the Shehu taught A
how purification (/stinja) and ablution (W udu) are performed. Saving: .

V8. Ndenfa Kabba Anniya Tanjo yago,
Ngiggoya Lalloya Fa har Lulbeitto

f
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Shaykh Muhammad Shuwa al-Man

gari (b 1909 , wWas among tne most ular
students from the FulbeWoila ) g pop

_lo sttudy from those Zawaya in Kano and Zaria. He

Yunusani Local Government Area of Yobe State for about ten years, and students
from faf and near rooped to him for learning. At the age of thirty, he migrated to the
Republic of Sudan in the company of his family and a number of his disciples™.

Lamido Bello (1905 - 1984) who was a brother to al-Mangari above, also went to
Kano and studied in the Zawiyah of Shaykh Muhammad Salga (d. 1936). He too
returned home and founded his school around 1949 at Yusufari.2® In their schools,
they helped promote the teachings of the I1jjaniyyah, and also introduced new
methods of educating people. Lamido Bello for example became the first scholar to
start the tradition of holding public Iafsir (exegeses of the Glorious Qur’an) classes
during Ramadan, in Yusufari Town?’. The emergence of the awaited Faydah
(Divine Flood) within the Tijjaniyyah, in the hand of Shaykh 1brahim Inyas (1900 —

1975) came with new development that further promoted leaming among the
Fulbe Woila.

Modibbo Usman (d. 1978), a brother to both al-Mangari and Lamido Bello was
counted as one of the most active scholars who promoted the cause of the Faydah of
Shaykh Ibrahim Inyas among the FulbeWoila. He studied in Kano in the Zawiyah of
Muhammad Sani Kafinga (d. 1989) and returned to Yusufari to devote his time to
isseminating the method of spiritual training (Tarbiyyah) of Shaykh 1b im Inyas
900 - 197 5)”.. The Faydah was overwhelmingly welcomed and the new Zaw ; _.{ o
~ where its principles were taught and promoted became widespread. The Tijjaniyyah =~
Zowaya, after the coming of the Faydah became rekindled with religious and @
ducational activities that were unprecedented.
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translated by A. K. Kazi and J. G. Flynn (London: Kegan Paul International,
1989) 98.

Crone. Medieval Islamic Political Thought, 54.

Bonney Richard, Jihad:From Qur'an to bin Laden. (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2004.), 199 — 223.

9 David Savig Fundamentalism and intellectuals in Egypt 1973 —1993 (New
York: Routledge 1997), 38.

Dawd Cook, Understanding Jihad. (University of California Press, 2003) _
11 Ira M. Lapidus. The History of Islamic Societies, (C o e SR
Umversnty Press 2002) 529- 530, (Cambridge: .Camhkr-l.gg
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Vi Worbe Sure Kew he AMoodon
Cama mo Suraal fu he nder Wuletebe

V2  Rewhe Dowtane Gorirabe Moodon.
Gama mo Dawtataako fu he nder W uletebe

Translation:

V1. O husbands. keep your wives under purdah. ;
He who does not is among the people of Hellfire

V2. O wives. show obedience to your husbands.
She who does not is among the people of Hellfire.

The writings of the Sokoto Scholars were normally circulated among the l_eamed
class of the FulbeWoila through copying and borrowing. However. with the
initiative of scholars like Alhaji Isa Namadu Sulum (d. 1980). the writings became
widelv circulated. He was based in Nguru, and used to sponsor the publication of
Fulfulde poems by Sheikh Usman Ibn Fodio (1754 — 1817), and Shaykh Abdul Qadir
al-Taliki (1912 - 1995). and distributed the copies for free”.

It was asserted that the Ajami script which was used to compose Islamic verses
(songs) in preaching was the innovation of Shaykh Usman Ibn Fodio®'. Versification
in Fulfulde. therefore. started from him and was adopted by his contemporary
Sokoto Scholars. The tradition extended to the FulbeWoila who composed. taking
from the example of the Sokoto Scholars. The nature, feature and purpose of their

B e
-

poems are a replica of the Sokoto Scholars™. For example. the rhythmic two lines
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Hassan |ake. aged 37. Farmer residing at Fulatari Area Yusufari, was mntervieweq
'h on 4/4/16. 9:00 to 11:00 am at Yusufari. Yobe State.

Usman Muhammad AbdulMumin, aged 51. a Civil Servant residing at Nguru, wag
interviewed on 30™ August 2019, from 11:00 to 12:00 Pm at Nguru, Yobe

State.

Bello Mustapha. aged 40. a Student at Yobe State University. was interviewed on
22/10/2019. 5:00 to 6:00 Pm at Damaturu. Yobe State.

Malam Tukur Bello. aged 54. a Home Study Teacher residing in Nguru, was
interviewed on 9/3/18, 5:00 to 6:00 Pm at Nguru. Yobe State.

Alhaji Muhammadu Pukkaro, age 60. interviewed on 30/04/2019. 4:00pm to
5:00pm, at Jajimaji. Yobe State.

Endnotes

I Johsnton, H.A.S (1970) _The Fulani Empire of Sokoto. London Oxford
University Press, Pg. 23

2 Zawiyyah which’s plural form is Zawaya means a Sufi centre of activities. It is
- usually headed by a Shaykh who taught his disciles in it, Both singular and
- plural forms are used where appropriate
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1S indiSpcnsablc (0 Sufism and -

¢ so because poetry ‘ '
m of a Zawiyah. |

¢ central to the curriculu
FulbeWoila, have studied in - the

d impressive poctry ckills to become pOE€IS 1o b
rechoned with, 1wo famous poets of the FulbeWoila. namely Muhammad Tuky,

Bello (b. 1963) and Muhammad Al-Amin Usman <hall be briefly discussed
showcase how from the Zawivah. some of them have become learned.

o all learmed people. That 1
hterature and hiterary skills ar

Accordingly. many  young scholars from the

w Zawivah and have cultivate

Muhammad Tukur Bello (b. 1963) studied under different scholars in Nguru before
Usman al-Fallat (1909-1996). Under

he finally frequented the Zawi) ah of Shaykh _
hat represent the primary sources of

the Shavkh. he studied most of the books 1 :
Shari ‘ah and the Arabic Language (Luggah). He became one of the best students of
d to teach in the Zawiyah",

the Shaykh. and after the death of the Shaykh continue
Some of the poems he composed that show his literary prowess are as follows:

1) Qasidah Nuniyyah Fil Madihi al-Nabawi — A poem on a eulogy to the Prophet
(SAW) rhvmed with “Nun™ in twenty Verses.

2) Qasidah Ba'iyyah— A poem rhymed with "Ba " on eulogy to Shayvkh al-Fallati in
twenty-one verses. .

Jasidah Ra 'ivyah — A poem in forty-one verses on a eulogy to Shavkh Hassan

ey [ —— Al-Amin Usm an was born in Jama'are of the Fu/beWoila named
J ﬁ year }966 . He started St}.ld iFs at home and later went to Azare n
TR e aon i i smdled .under Malam Siddi and other scholars. He also joined
TR ot then ﬁresiding in Maiduguri and studied under him for a

y settled in his own

‘Government Area of Yobe State. Some of the
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Jama are  which  encourages lcamning. The literacy level obtainable in those
communities facilitated the studies of the Sokoto literature and was used as a means

of mass qlwulntilu Again, from those same communities. students went to study n
the Hipamvyyah Zawava i big Cities and became leamed Manv have returned home
and opened a Zawiyah Thus, leaming reached the stage it was able to reach.

Among other Fulbe groups, such as the Wodaabe Udan Ko'en and Hontorbe, a
similar estabhished traditon of Icaming was not very strong. That 1s why. neither the
Sokoto hiterature nor the Tijjaniyyah Lawaya could bring them any sigmificant
development in leaming. I hey are, however, all coming up as a result of the modemn

Islamiyyvah system of education through which many of them have become also
lcarned akin 1o their other fellow Fulbe
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| 3 Hassan Lake. age 55, nterviewed on 4/4/16 at Yusufari, Yobe State
14 Shaykh Buro, age 70, interviewed on 9/9; 19, in Damaturu, Yobe State

IS The information was narrated by Hassan Lake aged 55 above, who is her
grandson

16 It was in 191 verses and has been edited and published. See Abu Manga and |.

A. Mukoshi (Eds) Gime Fulfulde: Gime Shehu Usmanu bi Fodio, (ND) CSNL,
BUK. P. 69-70

17 See also Abu Manga and |. A Mukoshi (Eds) P: 9-14

|8 Dahiru, U.(1985) “Contributions of Fulfulde Poetry to Islamic Literacy

Tradition in Northern Nigeria™, An Unpublished M.A. Dissertation Submitted to
the Department of Islamic Studies, BUK, P. 39

19 The poem was recited to researcher by Modibbo Laure, age 60, interviewed on
14/10/2019. at Yusufari . Yobe State

20 Usman Muhammad AbdulMumin. age 52, interviewed on 30th August, 2019, at
Nguru. Yobe State

21 Dahiru, U. (1985) Op cit. P. 58 _
22 Dahiru. U. (1985) Op cit, P. 68

23 Brigaglia, A.(2019) “Sufi Revival and Islamic Literacy: TijjaniyyahWritings in
Twentieth Century in Nigeria™ in the Annual Review in Africa. Issue No. 1211
2013/2014: retrieved from https//:www.academia.edu on 3rd September. 2019.
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