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EFFECT OF VISUAL RESOURCES ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
OF UPPER BASIC STUDENTS IN ARABIC LANGUAGE IN ILORIN
METROPOLIS

By

ABDULLAHI, MUSA SIDDIQ
Department gf Artx Educarion,
Faculty of Education,
University of Norin, Horin,
Nigeria,
abdullahi.ma@unilorin.edu.ng
alfulapv20 | 3@ gmail.com
+234 B34 B40 1949, +234 BOT0 T73 933

Abstract

This study investigated the effect of viswal resources on students’ performance in Arabic
language in Upper Basic Schools in Horin Metropolis. A quasi experimental design informs
of the null-equivalent pretest, postiest comtrol group design was adopied for the study, The
sample consisted of one hundred and eighteen (118) students of Arabic language drawn from
two sampled upper basicschools in Norin West and Horin East Local Government Areas.
Kwara State. Two schooly were purposively sampled for this stucy. The experimental grougp
comprised of 62 studenis while control group comprised 56 studenis. Both Eroupy were
exposed to pre-test to determine there previeus knowledge and posi-text after taught for three
weeks. Analvsis of covariance (ANCOVA) was wsed to test all the hypotheses formulated. The
Jindings showed that the students taught using visual resources performed significantly better
than their counterparts taught withow! using visualresources. Another finding shows that
male students taught with visual resources performed betrer than their counterparts (females)
teneght withowt visual resources. Based on the findings, it was recommended among others,
that, teachers of Arabie language should expose their learners to constans use of visual

resources, as this will promote learning, active engagement in the class, and self-motivation
in Arabic lessons.

Kevwords: Arabie, Visual Resources, Male, Female, llorin Metropolis.

n Dfficial Journal of the Faculty of Education, University of Port Harcourt.  http/ fwww jeda-uniport.com - 319



Journal of Education in Developing Areas [JEDA) l March - Yol. 24, No. 1, 2016

ll'tl'ﬂd'l-i!tiDE

Language 5 o means of communicating weas and feclings from one pemon o the offer, This may be
verbal or non-verbal It i also 2 basic wol for acquiring knowledge which is very important in learning
and it is also 2 systemn of arbitrary vocal symbols that peomar all people in 2 given socety to communicate
and o interact with one another. l'lﬂ.l.'.nj:l:i I:_EU'LBII. upi.n:l that 1HTEIJ.H.EE is a syslem of communicaton in
gpeech and witing thar is wsed by people in a particular communiry, state of country, Bamidele (2005)
observes that language 15 a decisive factor in ther development of thinking, formation of concept and the
demonstration of Fntr.nl:in] Lr:l:dll.gn:ntz He added further 1'.1':_:.1: lﬂrpins invabres hngu.lgz not nnl_r as a
passive medium for recedving instruction but also as an essentia]l means of forming and handling eentzal
concepts. Therefore, difficulty in languape hampers understanding and development in all areas of
education. Olajide (2008) asserrs thar the role of language in ineellecmal dewelopment cannot be

overemphasized, it makes man because 11 informs, invigorates and propels his mind in the acquisinon of
knodedge ancd valoes.

Arabic iz 3 member of the Semite family of languages (Himd, 1976) in Oladosn 1992, and perhaps
the only one among them that has gallanty stood the st of dme, grined a wide range of currency and
left an indelible mark on the course of waorld history, culture and civilizaton (Hitd, 1976} in (Oladosu,
1992101 15 on record that Arshic has been wsed to o write scientific treatises like chemisory, alchems,
algebra, physics, medicine, astremomy, peography, optics and mathematics (Sabea, 1976),

Arabic, st Lke any advanced namral languages such as Enghish and French, is one of the
languages that have acquired an international stans in the United MNations and other intermanonal bodwes
[t 15 alag used For miernanomal relaions, diplomacy and celigious concems. Also, Afabic has influenced
the national languapges, the hteramres and the onhographies of many countries. For example, Persia and
Urdu lsngeapes are wmitten in Arabic characters, Turkish used to be represented with Ambic seopt, the
language of Indonesm, Burma, Afghanistan, Indin, Iran and Indo-China reflect chamcrenstic festures of
Arabie hinguage while Maltese is basically o mixture of Ambic and Ialian Lexis (Chejne, 1967 in
(Oledosn, 1992 Ajelabd (2002} asgects that the tesching of Armbic language in non-asalbdc speakiog
countries bas alwaye been sssocinted with Islam, Althoogh, Arabac ae a languape, either spoken or read is
used everpday by more than a quarter of the world populaton, Sumayah {(200Z), posits that same people
are skeptical in touching any Arabic wnitten docement in some guarters, NO convinced reason is given

for tha than the ncE_nLi.\'i: FEI.":EITEiI:H:I and the noton that Arbic s one of the useless, backward and
unproductive layruages i the wotld,

Fafunwn (1974) explains that for centries scholars have realized that Arabic as a lainguage and
Islam a5 a religion have contrbuted substantially o word cvilization.It is through the Arabs and not the
Romans that the modem world achieved light and power through scence. Adegbite (2003) justifies that
Agubic is an intermational linpuape and Sxgve e ol teenty-teo nations in the world. Basically, there
eo difference between Arabic lngaage of today and that of yesterday. Tt remams a standand language. In
addition, other characteristics sech 35 eloguence, fuency, melody, amidst others, Arabic baoguape has
maintained it qualities smong the fleet of internaonal lanpuapes. Some sreas in which Arabic language
can be uzeful 1o our SOCIELY that will mve jmg'lel:l,:s to lemrm it or even to make it l:rmpuhnr_l.' mhg-:l:'l: im the
schonl curdculum from Pri.rn.:.t:,' ] !El:l:ll.'l.dﬂ.'l.':r sehool levels are included in its  contdbuton to sclence,
technology, media, world wade, intemational policies, religion as well as information and communication
rechnology,

The Federal Republic of Migesa (2004) states that Arabic language i3 one of the electve subjects
at the secondary school level, thus, not every smdenr in secondary school is expected to smdy Azbic at
this level forgerting that ir is the language of Ishm, in other words, Islamic and Arabic are part of
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inseparable rwin. It is impertive to point out here that more privilege and opportenites should be given
to the learning In all level of education so as to achieve the five main natonal objectives of MNigenan as
philosophy of education stated in the second Natiosal Development Plan and endorsed as the necessary
foundation for the National Pelicy on Eduestion one of the building of;

A free and democratic society;

A just and egalitarian society;

A great and dynamic economy;

A land of braght and full oppormndtes for all citizens.

Diada (2003) views objective as a thing which is set out to achieve. Objectives ace the expected or
intended outcome which one strives o achieve Tt is usually the set curriculum objective that determines
what is to be taught, hew it should be tanght and whom it should be taught to. It is zn attempt of finding

out why one should learn Arabie. The following can be stated as part of the aims of lnguage leaming in
Nigena based on the National Philosophy of Education,

Ta achieve national consciousness and unity;

To form appropriate values and attitudes for society individunl suevieal;

Tao train the mind so that learners can understand the world arcund them; and

Ta encourage leamness to acquire skills that will make the effective and meaningful (Ranctonal

Instrucional materials are teaching matetials svnilable 1o teachers in planning and caerying our
their teaching endeavor. They are the materials dhat help the wachen to carry out their

task of impacung
knowledge effectively.

Abolade and Olumotin (2004) points out that visual resources help in focusing amention and
motvation of learners when appropriate visual resources are used 1o introduce, develop on conclude a
teaching and leaming process. The maditional method of teaching winch can be peferred o as (he

“teacher- chalk-ralk” method is baring and i so longer able 1o cope with etfective teaching.

Olatejn(2011) agrees that visual tescurcesgenerally make the teaching-learning process easier It

implied that in order to appreciate the importance of visual eesources in the teaching-learning process, the
following can be penerally considersd as the resson for using thern;

Gain and hald the sttention of learners,
Provide visual aspects 1o a process o technique
Focus attention on highlight of the lesson

Create impact etc.

It 1 imperative that if the teachers of Arabic use visual resources while teaching the subjeet as a foreign
hanguape the teaching will be meaningful and the students will eomprehend the subject.

Teaching Arabic language requires the use of visual resources for te fact that it s foreign languape.

A model by ASSURE 18 designed by Hinch (1982) cited in Cpundeyi (2009 ro examines how teacher can
systematically plan for the effective use of instructional matesials.

&- Seate nbjective
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M- Anabyse leagner

&- Seleer, modify or design matenols
U- Unlize matemals

K- Require leamner’s response

E- Evaluate,

If this principle is followed, while taching Arabic language with visual resources, teaching will be
effectee and the learnes’s will be carried along Farenni{2004) notes that visual resources give
stadents unigue experiences, which make them to be better interested in the lessons in onder to
ensure a greater level of understanding, 'These leaming materials wranscend time and space
bacrier, as they are capable of making availabile semote events in place of and time to the physical
and immediate environment. 1 & on this note T want re conclade that, the leamners can be
comforable with the use of visual resources in teaching and the development of language skills,
i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing could be enhanced particularly in teaching Arabic
g

Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this snady inchudes;

1. Whether the use of visual pesezees have sipnificant effect on the acadernic performance of
senior secondary schoal students in Arabic,

2. If there is any difference in the academic perfoemance of male students of Arabic mught with
the use of visual resources and their counterparts taught witheut the use of visual resources.

3, If these is any difference in the academic performance of female students of Arabic aught with the use
of visual resources and their counterparts taught without the use of visaal resources,

Rescarch Croestion
1. Does the use of viaal pesonrces have significant effect on the academic performance of senor
secondary school students in Arabic language?

Research Hypotheses

Hoy: There ir no sgnificant difference betaven the amdemic perfiemance of Arabic lengrage riwdents ianght with
ihe acre of eicwad resowrcer amd thase farght watbout the st of rirmal resowrees,

Hog: There ir mo sigmificant differeuie between the academic performance of male tiudents of Arabic tawghi suth
the mre of viraa! resoverver ard fheir commterpent] .M.i’,:["?t" withart the sire of woual resssnces.

Methodology

Design

A quasi-esperimental design in the form of null-equivalent control group design was adopred for
the stody. The design sesembles the pre-test- post-test- control group design, except that the
non-equivalent control proup design does not invelve random assignment of subjects to groupes.

A [HFicial Jmarnal of the Faculty of Education, University of Part Harcourt,  hittoo/ fweww. leda-uniport.com - 322
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Table 1: Rescarch Layout

Group Pre test Treatment

Post-test
Expetiment WX Oy
Contral Oy Oy
EKey:

h=  represent pre-test of experimental group
0= represent post-test of the experimental group
X=  represent treament for expesimental group
Oh=  represent pre-test of the control group

Q4= represent post-test of the contml group

Non treatment for conerol group.,

Table 1 shows the experimental group and the control group. Subjects bn the two groups were pre-tested
on Arabic linguage pesformance test prepared by the researcher, The experimental growp received the
treatment using visual resources while the coniteol group was tusght withaat the use of visusl resousces
{conventional method), After the treatment all the groups were tested using a parallel version of questions

used for pre-test and post-test, The study used the following matruments to gather information from the
samples,

Arabic Language Performance Test (ALPT): The researcher made use of Arabic language performance
test to determine the effect of visual resources on the students’ performance in Arabic Langunge. Arabic
Latiguage performance test (ALPT) is a multiple choice objective rest which contains of 50 iterns within

four aptions (A-D) constructed by the researcher 1o cover the aspects of Arabic language, thar is, topics
selected for this soudy.

Teaching instraments for the two groups: visun) resources and conventional method, The sbudy

used teaching materials as applicable for the two groups, The researcher perecnally taught the
experimental group smdents, Although the researcher used the nosmal Arabic langneage teacher in the
selected school for control group, he was retained to conform to the trequired skill needed 1o teach
accarding to specification, This was to reduce the variation, which rmught have existed among the teachers
used in the study, Thus, similar visual resources were employed across the teeatment and conteol groups.

Scheme of work and lesson nores prepared by the rescarcher; the scheme showed the ares of
Arabee langunge curticulum, which the researcher selected fos wse in this studyanth asssstance of experts
in test constmction, Ambic language educaroes, and Arabic language wachers in the secondary schools
were sought and theough split-half method, the reliahility co-efficient of (.67 of the instrument (ALPT)
wis obtained vsing Peamon Product Moment Correlation Coefficient Statistics.

Sample

In this study, a sample of 11Bupper basic stedents deawn from oo secondary school: in Iloan
metropolis, Kwara State, participated in the smudy. The two schools were seleeted wsing Purpoatve
sampling techniques. The selected schools havet2 students for expetimental group and 56 students for
conteo] group usingvisual resourcesand conventional proups respectrvedy

Procedure for Data Collection

The tesearcher visited the schools used and sought permission for the use of the schools fiom the
appropriate authorities. The study covered a period of theee wecks, Druring the first week, the researcher

An Dificial Journal of the Faculty of Education. University of Part Hareourt. http:/fwww. jeda-uniport.com - 323
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pessonally sdminjstered the wrestment on the experimental group. This is because exceptional permission
was granted by the school for lesson o take the last rem one and halfl hours on specified days and vsually
the last rwo periods. The control group teacher was given mstructions to teach following the conventional
method a4 stipulated in teaching instrament for the control group. During the week, firar perind, S1.T55
was conducted to classify the students into groups based on sconng abaity. The ALPT was ackmministered
e the subjects as pre-test at the second perind. Treatment commenced and lasted fior twn weeks, The
students in trestment proup were tught with the aid of visual resources, while those in control group
were suphs with the conventional method, sfter which beth groups were exposed to the same post-test.

Data Analysis Techniques

[he data collected was analpsed using Analysis of Covarance (ANCOVA) statistics from 3PS software

to test the three null hypotheses, The pre-test score of the sample was wsed as covadate in testing the
hypotheses,

Results
Answering Research Chuestion

Does the wse of vsusal rezources have significant effect on the academic pecfonmance of senlor secondary
school smdents in Arabic language?

In order to answer this research question, the pre-test and post-test scores of the respondents were
collated and analysed through the Main Gain Score. The outpur is show in the table 2

Tahble 2: the pre=test and post-test scores in Arabic language

Pre-test Past-testMain Gain Score

Experimental 13,1935 30O 17.5167

Control 154543 15,0535 45105

Table 3 shows that the MGS of the treatment group is 17,5167 while the MGS of the control group is
45105 in Asabic lanpuage. It is observed that the treatment growp performed better than their
counterparts taught Amabic linguage without the visual rescurces,

Hypotheses Testing

Hio: Ther i ne siguificant difference i the perfirmance of tudels fawght wiing siraal reroarcer anal fhane fanght aiitbawd
thhe v of sirsicd rerowrees

Table 3: ANCOVA Analysis Showing the Performance of Students in Arabic

Source Type 111 sum of Square df Mean Square Calculated fvalue  Sig
Corrected model 4781727 2 20863 110.253 0
Intescept 2190.728 1 2190728 101.061 0
Pre-test L St 1 68722 317 TR
Ciponap 4765684 | 47605 A 219847 i
Error 2492892 115 21.677

Toeal TH2RE LB

Comected Total 7274419 117

a. R. Square = 657 (Adjusted R Square= 651) P less than 0.05
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Table 2 shows that the caleulated Evalue & 219,847 (1:117) = (00000 computed at critical P-value of().05,
Since the caloulated Povalue (0.000) is less than the critical Povahae of 0.05, hypothesia 1 is hereby rejected
and the alternative hypothesis is accepted. This means that there is significant difference betaren the

academic peeformance of Ambic smdents taught with the use of viswal resources and their counterparts
taught without the use of visual resources,

Hox  Thers it wo sigwificent difference bewoen thy academic perroance of maly itwdents of Arbic taupht with the wie
of werial ressurves and their cosmterparts kayght withawt the sre af wireerd resourver,

Table 4: ANCOVA Analysis Showing the Significant Difference in the Pedformance of Male and
Female Students in Arabic

Source Type 11 sum of Square df Mean Square Calculated fvalue Bip
Corrected model T3.070e 2 38.5350.678 0,510

lnten‘_epr 3154.113 1 J154. 113 58 514 0,000

- Pre-test 28,004 1 28904 (L5336 0463
Genderd2.183 i 42183 0L7E3 (KATH

Error G198, %04 115 53504

Total OZEED 118

Corrected Total 6271975 117

a. R. Square = 0.12 (Adjusted R Square= 006).

Table 3 shows that the caloulated Fovalue is 0.783 (111T) = {0.378) computed at the critical Povahoe of
(05, Since the calculated Povalue is greater than 005, hypothesis 2 is hereby accepred. That 15 to say,
there is no significant difference between the scademic perfomance of male students of Arabie taugrht
with the use of visual resourcesand their oounterparts tught withour the use of viswal resources

Findings and Discussion

The major findings of this study revealed thar these was positive sipnificant difference i the performance
of students taught using visual resources and their counterparts taught withour visual reseurces in
teaching Asabic. There was significant difference berween the academic performance of male students of
Arabic language tught with visual resowrces and their counterparts taught without the use of wisual
resousces. There was positive significant difference between the acadernie performance of femalé stadents

of Arabic taught with the use of visual resources and theie counterpars tught withowt the use of visual
resources in teaching Arabec language.

One of the effects is that the students mughr uging visual rescurces had mean gain scose
significantly different from those students taught without the use of visusl resources. This finding s in
line with Iyewansun (1989), Olarewaju (2004) and ‘Talar (1996} who obaerved that students mught using
visual resources petlonn better than their counterparts taught in the other group without visual resources.
The finding of this stady is an indication that pecformance of students in Arahic lanpuage would be
greatly improved if students are constantly taught with visusl materials. Another finding of this research
revealed that male students taught using visual resources performed betrer than their counterparts female
students taught without using visual resources. This agreed with the finding of Apdabt (2000, Daniel
(2008) and Abolade (2009) who cbserved that visusl resources are things used to help concretize
intellectual enterprise and they help to convey the knowledge one is impacting,

mmmumnrﬂnﬁmummuwmmt.wﬂm - 325



Journal of Education in Developing Areas (JEDA) | March - Vol. 24, No. 1, 2016

Conclusion

It s been observed that the students’ peeformance in Arabic language is poos despire the importance of
the subject 8% & means of interacting with the Arabs in parncular or with the Agabic speakers in generl
md specifically bamguage of Islam The major causes of the poor performance s amzibuted w
wappropnate method of teaching employed by Arabic teachers forgotten its a foreign language. 1t 1=
against this back drop that this study is conducted to investigate the effect of visual resources on the
teaching and learning of Arabic language.

This snudy has conributed o knowledpe in the area of straregies to be employed in the teaching
of Arabic language. 1t showed that stedents’ exposure to vissal resources which provide coem for
interaction, enhance students’ performance in Arabic language: In other wokds, the use of visual rescurces
can improve the performance of the students either male or female who have been observed to pesform
poothy in Arahic language.

Recommendations

The following recommendations are macde, based on the findings of this stdy.
i Teachers of Arabic langwage should expose their learners to constant use of visunl resources, a8 this
will promote leaming, active engagement in the class, and self-motivation in Arabic lessons, discovery
learning, leaening by doing and leasming by experiences.
The teachers education program should be pearsd towards the peeparation of Arabic language
teachers that will enable them to acquire and maintin appropate mstructional fechnique, which
could be needed afrer training and which will promote effective teaching and learning. Curricuham
developers should develop mnstruction that will brong about development and scquisition of crtical
thinking, problem solving and performance skills in students.
Ciovernment should make available various focms of visual rescurces for teaching the subject so that
instructional objectives of Arabic teaching in the upper basic schaals can be achisved.
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