JALINGO JOURNAL OF SOCIAL AND
MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

( A PUBLICATION OF FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES )

TARABA STATE UNIVERSITY, JALINGO

VOLUME 4, NUMBER 3, APRIL, 2023

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

m&wwn/s“waunmwu Soiences Volume 4 Numas 3 %

Editorial Board Members
Editor-ln-Chler:

Editor:
Deputy Editor:

Assoclate Editors:

Secretary:

Edlitorial Advisory Board
i. Prof Abdulsalam Jibril

ii. Prof Sam Tende

iii. Prof Mrs Madueme, LS.
iv. Prof Umaru Pate

v. Prof Ada Okau

vi Prof Abbas Bashir

vil. ProfJohn Sambe
viii. Prof David Irefin

ix. Prof Terkura Tarmande

Prof. Emeka D. Oruonye, Department of Geography, Tany, .
University, Jalingo. '

Prof. Chiakaan G. Jacob, Department of Mass Communicar, o
Taraba State University, Jalingo.

Dr Jev Amos Asongo, Deparument of Political Science &
Intemational Relations, Tamba State University, Jalingo

Prof. Patrick Oromareghake Oroborome, Department of Politcs
Science & Intemational Relations, Tamba State University, Jal

Prof. Isa Ardo Adamu, Department of Business Administra:
Taraba State University, Jalingo.

Dr. Miftahu Idris, Department of Economics, Taraba State
University, Jalingo

Prof. Mohammed B. Yusuf, Department of Geography, Taraba s
University, Jalingo.

Gabriel lomumbe Yina, Department of Political Science &
Intemational Relations, Taraba State University, Jalingo

s

Dept of Business Administration, Adamawa State
University, Mubi

Dept of Mass Communication, Nasarawa State University,
Keffi

Dept of Economics, University of Nigeria, Nsukka

Dept of Mass Communication, Bayero University, Kano
Dept of Sociology, Kogi State University, Anyigba

Dept of Geography, Modibbo Adama University of
‘Technology, Yola
Dept of Mass Communication, Veritas University, Abuja

Dept of Economics Federal University, Lokoja
Dept of Political Science, Benue State University, Makurd
Dept of Geography, Nasarawa State University, Kefli

@ CamScanner

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Volume 4, Number 3, April 2023

inary -Hx ‘T‘-"EE'E. ,* -« tt inspiring robust intellectual and
sales, theonzing anc »*‘T‘T“ Wﬁ'_ﬂ_ thl: gnmul.of the social and management
ournal aims at the promotio ‘t.l-}f ,__ggmeuch in the field of social and

Em-w'r-'a

cnocs as '-*1*_.3_ -;;--C;v;f'

% Wit al ‘u-\:

yroblems of the globa i“' u'lectndtopmwdo readers with
g



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

=

"

S hooks or.n]ml Performance: Evidence
' q'”"r ~1lh'wM¢nh Ejakpafon

et

1\ G -~1'-' w\ﬂ Of Nigeria: A Critical Discourse
~ -4‘ ¢ bajo Abraham Olatomiwa, Omaojowo, Sunday

h,___-,“g? o & Owolola Oluwakemi Yusirat

for Youth M ﬂnnﬁom.e\nallmchnm!uml’mmml
J ""‘.J':L "'”1 luwa Talabi, PhD&.Pm_ﬁ Dapo F. ASAJU
Skills and Economic Bmgo of Post Graduate Students
of Calabar, Cro: "s‘in;.\mm Otu, Bernard Diwa, PhD,

" TABLE OF CONTENTS

. L
5 ey

'1.I";

l.ll

] 1}_.. \uq ;"q!‘:'}‘f
ary Role ¢ 0 ,Am Unit on Primary School
Admi .H. ratis H 1 .QT:l u 5' d Teachers’ Job Performance in
JCatic -"-.1qa‘l .n.“\ Nige: '-MUPM:IOMM PhD,
ph Ojishe PhD & -ef 1_;,! Pro-lﬁl Chidinma
e NI, Dlseunm JIMOH, Buhari
J. Abdullat -h., wrat Isia &Qﬂuﬂa Oriabure Monday

Public Relaons Approsch -  Managing EFCC's Corporate
kaa: .«-rwr“f_._'. d She m.Nume}'mf

s
Sltizer eason '~':(r\;-.;__ Burden” \ﬁmfﬁ omAcy
¢ el

' | M _,‘ “ k[

Rape Cases and - t"‘Tﬂ cati mah Curtailing the

\
: Aeuda Ishava. PhD, 1) r— r*r'n. A '~'_& Id;ma.
. v " s .‘ T 'I_'h.{
i ~\ ] \ll"l ]
OE [ = in 1% >
rah Gi / ‘y LIt '
i . Y
11 \ N
[ik's e

CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

e

Aalingo Jowrmal of Soctal amd Management Sclences Volume 4, Number 3, April 2023
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Abstracl

This study x-rayed the couses and implications of corruption and other related problems in
Nigerian the judiclal system. In order to answer the research questions, descriptive cum qualitative
approach was employed. This instrument, coupled with mail interview guide, proved effective in
collecting data from experts in different fields of human endeavour, such as correctional officers,
criminologlsts, legal practitioners, and educationalists, The collected data were transcribed and
coded, using Nvivol2 and was analyzed thematically. Findings revealed that the prevalence of
corruptlon precedes the dispensation of unfair judgments; the existence of corruption leads 10 a
shuation in which bourgeoisies in the soclety get favoured in exchange for cash and other favours;
corruption within the Nigerian Judicial System has actually led to the proliferation of criminal
actlvitles, the perpetrators of which routinely pay their way to evade justice; judicial corruption
engenders a blased administration of justice; and the independence of the judiciary is necessary
for democracy and the rule of law to thrive. Based on the findings, the study recommended the
need (o strategize reformations of policies that will suffice to efTace, or enfeeble, the corruption
bug which appears to have stung the Nigerian Judicial System for decades.

Keywords: Corruption; court; judge; judicinl; policy; system
Introduction

Although crime and its commission could be regarded as a breach of moral code in an deal human
soclety, our perception of crime should rely heavily on what the law of the socicty in which we
inhabit considers a crime. In our anxious fight for a concise definition, & crime may refer 1o a
::Wlﬂc ¥t committed In defiance of the law. In view of this, the weight of punishment Is measured
umoftﬂw'umbisuous Interpretation and unbiased application of the law, In spite of the
s mn:.' criminal justice system in Nigeria, however, avalanches of reports on the growth in
Bty 8 depicted on the faces of our national dailies, are alarmin. Having raised fundamenta)
' regarding the scemingly unsurmountable ills that have bedevilled our socicty, our
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appealed against. However, the judiciary has been o recommends qualified lawyery ,
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waler in the Nigerian judicial lexicon (Salihu & Hossien, 2018; Unini, 2013).

The surveys conducted by Unini (2015) and Oladotun (2016) indicated that quite a vast numb
if not all, of those who occupy the positions of power and authority in Nigeria, have crass disreg
for laws. Reports on how and why the power-that-be manipulate the contents of laws to vitiate!
ruling of cases against them have witnessed some increase to a fearsome crescendo. More of
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]ﬁd'j seat. Unless the judiciary is insulated from th
organs of government, this proverbial cankerworm will conti

_ ent Judiciary will discharge its duties better than whe
,m.:hmcnl of tyrannical executives or defiant legislators.

Corruption and Nigerian Criminal Justice System

g on the occasion of the signing into law of the ICPC Act, President Olusegun Obasano
(a5 he then was) had the following to say: “As we all know, corruption is 3 cankerworm thal o
eaten inlo the fabrics of our soclety at every level. [t has caused decay and dereliction wnl!uu the

of govemment and the soclety in physical socinl and human terms. Corruption has

peen responsible for the Instability of successive govemment since the First Republic. Every coup
since then has been in the name of stamping out corruption. Unfortunately, the cure has often
wrmed out 10 be worse than the discase. And Nigeria has been worse for it. Nigeria's external
image took a scrious bashing, as our beloved country began 10 feature on top of every corruption
index .., . With corruption there can be neither sustainable development nor political stability” (Ani,
2022).
Despite the avalanche of legislations, anti-corruption agencics, policies
corruption in Nigeria Is still as high as ever. Nigeria was rated in December 2012 as the 35th most
corrupt natlon by the Transparency International Corruption Perception Index (CPI). It is
instructive (o note that owing to lts constitutional responsibility, the role of the judiciary as a
bastion In the anti-corruption war is unique. Little wonder, therefore, recent events in the anti-
corruption struggle has placed the judiciary, which is often regarded as the hope of the common
man, on the spotlight. These events also involve cascs of alleged corrupt practices within the
judiciary ftself thereby raising serious questions as to the effectiveness of the judiciary in the
performance of its role in combating corruption in Nigeria (Abdulrahman, 2012).
It is a hopeless hope to assume that ordinary people would readily abide by the laws when those
entrusted with governmental power and suthority treat the same laws with basest disregard. While
a good Judge makes a bad law look good, a corrupt judge makes 8 good law look terrible. In view
of the fact that corruption has been crowned with ubiquitous honour at every stage of legal
proceedings and processes, il is not surprising that the unguilty usually become victims of corrupl
judgments. At the climax of judicial deb_auchcry. it is the socicty that is ruined, not the unguilty.
Unfortunately, the evidence of corruption is concealed behind a veil of secrecy obviously outside
lbepu?lle eye and often carried out stealthily between two individuals, both of whom are swayed
by their illegal shenanigans and each receives a fair share of their unlawful rewards (Joseph, 2021).

Accordingly, the prevailing reality within the justice system portends the arrival of a new era of
Judicial malfeasance, To gain a decp Insight Into this theme, we must cast a brilliant light upon
some of the factors that have contributed tremendously to its development. In the investigation of
criminal conduct, police have large mandatory powers, many of which go unchallenged. To be
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Relationship and Nigerian Judicial System

1679) men decided to make contract among themselves an

enter into a civil socicty and create rules which would regulate their behaviour and guaranis
dc:ndiﬂons ci::“{lfe.h :l; :c;c b: n:! Incﬁmc.y or a body to regulate people's activities, the society wi
scnmlc_ what Hobbes called primitive society where life was "solitary, poor, nasty, bruti
and sh::r - In other words, every state has a group ofindividuals who are authorised to make la¥
u:d lo w:ri?h ﬁ:ll: u:‘ws in 1:: interest of all residents within the state. Every state exists for so
P II:: s establishment of order, promotion of individual welf: |
gencral welfare. Without functional, responsible and accountal welfare and promotion
state will be a forlom hope, However, it is undeniable e le government, the purpose of
::a:z‘n:l;tmt::m is, trhmrorc, the ullimate expression of the :;mf es within the core of so¢i
of any person or a illof the Whatev
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of the laws by undermining the legislative and judicial arms of govermment. Whenever that

happens. the socicty Is the worse for it.

{n Nigeria, the Judiciary, though often succumbing to manipulatio
survive as an estate of the realm and to remain the last hope o

constitutionally and morally mandated to be. Whenever legal bat

common man and check dictatorship in Nigeria is mentioned, the late Chie

N) name looms large. Ganl not only fought against dictatorship and for the common
n of the integrity of the institution

also fought for the survival of the Judiciary and preservatio
Activist legal luminaries know the harm that a compromised and corrupt Judiciary can inflict on
society, "‘d they always fight 1o keep those vices at arm’s length. Today, the Nigeria Judiciary has
once again come o a crossroads where it is gasping for air. This is the juncture where the judiciary
fails to lighten our plight, While the haves who accede to the most despicable of unlawful dealings
go unpunished, the have-nots who involve in pelty crimes, such as plckpockcling_ are riddled with
capital punishment. One wonders how the criminal law will accomplish its chief objective of
decontaminating the society of ills (Saharareporters, 2009)
Al an interactive mecting between grassroots women and service providers pul together by
WARDC In Lagos, the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission
the eradication of

(the ICPC) urged Nigerians at all levels to complement its effort {owards
corruption. The agency, which spoke through its representative, Seyi Ade-Adams, said anti-
corruption agencics cannot fight corruption alone, The impact of corruption is more magnified

among the vulnerable groups in the society. To ensurc a meaningful and reliable social
relationship, all and sundry must see the need to be part of this intervention as there will be little

or no progress in a socicty where corruption is allowed to thrive (Olabisi, 2020).

The Paradoxes in Criminal Ji ustice System
t of alleged offenders,

ns. has fought a good fight both
{ the common man which it i

tles to protect the rights of the
f Gani Fawechinmi’s
man, he

their trial and punishment occur within the

m. The judiciary is central to this system as it bears the burden
of an accused person. This burden is discharged by the judge.

It is beyond dispute that the Nigeria criminal justice system is founded on thc common law system
as that of Britain as opposed to the civil law system practiced in France and other civil law

countrics, What this implies is that the Nigeria criminal justice system is adversarinl in nature as
f the civil law countrics. The courts in Nigeria practice the

against the inquisitorial system 0
accusatorial system of criminal procedure in criminal matters. The accusatorial system is the
criminal procedure in which the court’s principal role is to determine whether or not the accusation
levelled against a person, usually by the state, is substantiated or not, It is also the case, 100, that
in this system the role of the judge is not limited to that of a referec. He performs a very important
role which determines, in the minds of the man on the strect, whether justice has been donc
(Olumide, 2022; Oladotun, 2016; Oyebode, 2005).

The judge’s referee role in a criminal trial, apart from making sure that the prosecution proves his
case beyond reasonable doubt in order to slam a verdict of guilty on the accused person, also

The investigation of crime, arres
gamut of the criminal justice syste
of determining the guilt or otherwise
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Judges are hownd to apply the law as it is. asslon, sentiments, © |, dispassionate, dlscunuuctud &l
Point that a criminal trial is not decided f'n‘: cled to be impartia ‘hc parties. Thus, Whatey, t |
what could have been. Rather, o JUdL‘,c Is expe a8 10 do Juslicc lo! ach the trial with an Oy
his assessment of the evidence before him so Judge should appro 2, until the copy,
offence for which an accused is standing trial, the ;ugsd PCI'SO“.s {nnocl:“f";mi alan end c: )
mind, nl\jccli\'cly and with the pmumpliun of the a ion. The Judgg's role is g tn
is proved beyond all reaspnable doubt by the prosecul ‘l ncing the accused especially why, i
# the conclusion of trial, e has the ultimate task of scdﬂ: n, 2016).
vendict of guilg has been reached (Onyekachi, 2015; Oladotun,

nd not as it ought to be Ty,
This Is no mean ask as the Judge s expected to apply the law as i:itl:nnor praise depending on 1,
ENETise of this task can subject the fgs 1o, pebli e Judge is not a man-about-toy,,
senlence he pronounced particularly In corruption trials. But the inion, Sentences prescribed b,
and he is eXpected 10 discharge his function regardless pl‘ el d se is bound to apply the
law may be mandatary or discretionary, Where jt-is mandatory, the Judg Kenschmybicti
Preseribed sentence, Ry Where it is discretionary, he has a lot of llbc:fy. W e “-
sentencing provided that he Must act within the latitude of the law prescribing the punishme
Judges are mere mortals subject to the vagaries of imperfection in an imperfect world v‘:vcl‘l Ihmfgh
they are eXpected, like Caesar's wife, to be above board, Thus, while sentencing, Judge's discretion
Is likely to be abuseg or Wrongly applied owing 1o skewed or jaundiced assessment of the case or
outright incompetence (Chidi, 2022),

Calls have been made for the adoption of part ofthe inquisitorial

where the duty is placed on the accused person 1o prove his innocence, Those making the |
calls canvass for g legal regime similar 10 section 6(3) of the repealed Recovery of Public
Propeny (Special Military Tribunals) Degree No. 3of 1984 pass

Bovernment. The section Provides that “The onys of proving any trial {hat
enrichment contrary 1o the provisions of section 1 of this Decree ghall i thcrluh w;sbll\;:
OfMicer or person concemed” (United Nation Office op Pon the Public \l
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18,2011 in respect of coruption charges alone (Ali, 2008), and 139 op the Eviden
Theoretical framework ;
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ke the world today, the actual implementation of social justice policies is ofien lelt w
y fors, such as the government, non-profit organizations, foundations, or agencies within
“_-_wn\’lﬂ\‘,\'- Such organizations are responsible for shaping public policies 1o address social
e Issues, and as o result, political factors Influence the extent to which social justice plays a
i the policies shaped by the government and administrators of the day.

I justive initlatives can be pursued through many different types of govemment programs via
and Income redistribution, government subsidies, protected legal status in employment, and
Jegalized discrimination against privileged groups through fines and taxes or even through
historically. Social justice initiatives are commonly seen in socialist and communist
es, which integrates them into their cconomic policies, s well as in the platforms of lelt-
ing political parties within democracies (Outhwaite & Bottomore, 1993).

Five Assumptions of Soclal Justice

There are five maln principles of social justice that are paramount to understanding the concept
better, Namely, these are nccess to resources, cquity, participation, diversity, and human rights.

Firstly, we have access o resources is an important principle of social justice and refers to the
extent to which different socioeconomic groups receive equal access to give everyone an equal
start in life. Many socicties offer o multitude of resources and services for their citizens, such as
healtheare, food, shelter, education, and recreational opportunitics. However, unequal access 1o
such services often exists, For example, individuals from wealthy households among the upper
and upper-middle classes are often better able to afford to attend good schools and access post-
secondary education, which leads to a greater chance of obtaining jobs with higher income in the
future. In contrast, those from the lower classes face fewer opportunities. It, in turn, limits access
to education for future generations and continues the cycle of facing disadvantages. However,
equity refers to how Individuals are given tools specific to their needs and sociocconomic status in
order to move towards similar outcomes. It contrasts with equality, where everyone is offered the
same (ools to move towards the same outcome. As such, often, things that are equal are not
equitable due to the more advanced needs of some individuals and groups. Social justice,
integrated with nddressing equity issues, might include advancing policies that provide support to
oyercome systemlic barriers, In addition, participation refers to how everyone in society is given a
voice and opportunity to verbalize their opinions and concem s and have a role in any decisions
making that affects thelr livelihood and standard of living. Social injustice occurs when a small
group of individuals makes decisions for a large group, while some people are unable to voice
xir oplnlI:l:lu.hl:‘lom s0, understanding diversity and appreciating the value of cultural differences
hh“e]::s ” y imporant because policymakers are often better uble to construct policics that take
eration differences that exist among different socletal groups, It is important to
':;g::k zl ;:lm:‘ \;l;lwps face mlc;n barriers in socicty, and by considering the inequities,
e scrvants Will be in a stronger position to expand opportunities for
marginalized or disadvantaged groups. Discrimination in employment on the basis of factors such
8 race, gender, cthniclty, sex, age, and other characteristics are constant Issues in soclety, and
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Commission on social justice {s quite explicit in rejecting accordingly poses the following
individuals Profit from thejr natural skills and endowment, Rog"”ls theory has not had any grey
Pizzles; what is the reason that despite it commendability, Raw a political force having
influence on the “peal what? Why has Rawls work showed to be dead as Pozsu. annive ™
Enomious impact only at the theoretical level? Even Rawls himself during the s
8 theory of justice Which was marked With a super splendid large conference at FTA Ta, el
cancems about the fay gy political liberty is ot almost infinitely greater for some than [t {s for
Others. Even af these criticisms, intellectual descendants of Rawls are of the view that Rawls time
has come; that his id
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Nﬂﬁ:ﬂl‘h:‘l':rl:t:':u:?ll; have ":d will present the Nndings ina way that direetly rellects or closely
sembles BY used in the Initial research question (Iiradshaw, 2017)
l ive qualitative rescarch method was adopted for this study Ity value was hased on the
| F-‘“" that problems could be solved and practices improved ll'll’l.l;lul'l ohsers ation, analysis. and
ion. The most \.Tt‘ll“mun deseriptive resenrch method |s the survey, which ingludes
) res, personal interviews, phone surveys, and normative surveys Hence, this research
on interview method 1o gather data and relevant information for the study Participatony
ts were chosen based on their in-depth and critical awareness and understanding ol the
ek The following professions were randomly selected to participate in the study due
_ mﬂf willingness nn.d readiness (0 contribute to the success of the study. These include
officers, criminology lecturers, legal practitioners and security analyst experts

| Anslysis
Nvivo is the leading qualitative data analysis software, It helps you discover more from »our
itative and mixed methods data. To uncover richer insights and produce clearly articulated,
defensible findings backed by rigorous cvidence, Nvivo 12 was used for this study. The data
collected was coded inductively and a coding trec was bullt from simple descriptive codes 1o
complex analytical codes. Thematic analysis was used to analyze the data and this involves sorting
out, interpreting and reporting patterns of connotation (Ritchie er al, 2014). The relationship
berween the themes and research questions were checked, and labelled adequately, indicating that
the codes were assigned. Labels were issued to the participants as a means of identification, and
to guarantee anonymity according to their professions and age. For instance, the abbreviation
“Officer, Male, 41" indicates a 41 years old male correctional officer whose source of livelihood

is being a civil servant.
Result of the Findings
The following is a summary of the research findings from this qualitative research:

Corruption refers to any act of dishonesty exhibited by any person who has a responsibility to
uphold the code of conduct of a particular office with particular reference to the Nigerian Judicial
system, the prevalence of corruption precedes the dispensation of unfair judgments. The existence
of corruption lcads 10 8 situation in which bourgcolsics in the society get favoured in exchange for
cash and other favours, Corruption within the Nigerinn Judicial system has actually led to the
proliferstion of criminal activities particularly white-collar crimes, the perpetrators of which
routinly pay their way to evade justice, The independence of the judiciary is necessary for
democracy and the rule of law to thrive and so judicial corruption engenders a biased
wministration of justice. The causes of corruption ure numerous Including, but not limited to:
peed, lack of transparency in the recruitment process of judiclal officers; executive influence;
poor remuneration of judicial officers; nepotism; favouritism; tribalism; ete.
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L
lon of in-adequagie,
pacile (ajustice In the operatio he Court for trial, it is then the n';:mll‘!;t::l“cndum dcln)-‘;‘::,'“"
\When & matter s properly Mror:;;;om- This entails reckoning w: o;’ course, the attitude ul?:
eriminal justice system ‘I"Te tomd antics of legal practitioners, an .
Ipu ations

« Mary, 2003).
Presiding Judge or Magistrate (Yusul, 2018; Mary occasloning harm to lnst for over fiy,

QR 5 bt eurpesag br & slmpl; :als:-;l;\ts:ﬂlﬂﬂccn years are legion. :: mir:‘sa::;“l
(5) years, Instances where cases have lasted be from courts, and this usually happ here
QR ew of i Aol ndjoml“ll:‘t::::um or has not been Propcrly S";“l!d I'in“r:::m|I>
Is either not prepared to go on wit t granted 8s a matter o
:;m::u. A:?housh ‘;I lE a principle of law that ndjoummc':(;{:ru:n'::elﬁr of cases, sometime,
ey olln obfigs wyers when ey apply o :i' {fon Judges and Magistrate,
on very flimsy reasons. Unfortunately, this practice has also robbed 0 kg very Jite oreves B
Itis not uncommon therefore for such judicial officers to arrive court c:ns hatiiilatlec afic
10 0 to Court for some days without any extenuating or cc.)mpflliﬂﬂ roase ;r urkdise o 18 .
of this is that litigants continue to groan under this dcbllita.tmg scenario of A e g
dispensation of justice, According to Dr. Akinola Aguda, this “slow motion ju
adverse efMects on the quest for the quick dispensation of justice.

Another aspect of the criminal trial process where the Nigerian factor manifests 1lsel.I' is n ‘!‘c

taking of evidence and determination of'cases by the presiding Magistrate or Judge. .\Vhllﬂ jum?ml
officers are expecied 1o perform their duty without fear or favour, affection or ill will, in practice,
this is hardly the case, It [s unfortunately becoming a common practice for Judges and Magistrates
1o hear and cven detenmine cases based on prior amangements or settlements arrived at either
directly with litigants or their relations or agents. ‘This has given rise to the belief today in Nigeria

one is sure to obtain favourable
ons of Participatory respondents

Judiclal system

Judgment in any particular case. Below are the views and contenti
on the subject matter via a mail Interview guide,

A respondent has this 1o say:
Nigerian judiciary system is not only run by corrupt jud cs
the judiciary that s Supposed to be the hope gf thegco?nu;zia:;url,:z;h\le:;s'.-.bc;::u::'
oppression, subjugation and deprivation of justice in the Nigerian society, In fact | h:ve lost
hope in the Nigerian judicial System because justioe in Nigeria s fon “lty. -3 :':r.lh ¢ highest
bidder. If you go 1o correctiona] €entres ncross the goyp e e esn il ghes
or 98 percent of inmates convicted, or waiting for trjgls 'are N lscovc';h : percent
have committed minor offences, ranging from fak d“; p Mmoncrit. IS means they
children of The Haves (the richy wi i hild Of The Haye.r . °, MiOF Offences, Th
free, while a chlld of The Have-nots (the poor) dies in ol ;-nols (the poor) and B0 squat
in Nigeria, 1 see 80 lawyers In court 1o defend one i~ or the pammg offence, |y i only
Government of Nigeria, (Correctional seryice office nt politician: I v$ Federa|

r Ml!e, 48 ci
According to another participant; g *ervamy),
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en D b suppant of the argument. Majority of our judges are cormupt. There are
Qorrupten vases (e By TPCC some yoar baek that st Hingorbng i court 1 now, We
Al Roww that Justioe delay In fustive deny.  Just of recent accountant yeneral of
edterntion was alleged of 84 0 88 BitHon of nal 1 his possession. 1o was srrested
At baer oo of these fudiges gave him o ball of some millions of nair, Another one
Ol 8 very chase 1w s O robbery eases, T now the ease s still there, Our judyes
Aept pstponing the Judgment. Average Nigerlan have lost hope tn Nigeria Juddiclary
Baging Chindinma murder cases, with all the evidence proven by the lawyer that she
woly commitied the offence. Nigera Judges keep posiponing the judgment. The Ta
hope of common man which Is the Judiclary has been bastardized, When a common
man steals & loal of bread, he or she will be Inmediately sent to prison, but the same
Jaw b not working on the "bigwigs” of the soclety (Security analysis expert, Male, 37
yoary, trader),

Sabachir's Grass Cuttlng Scandal Versus Judiclal Corruption

Recently, an FCT High Court discharged and sequitted a fonmer Secretary 10 the Government of
e Fodonstion (SOF), Babachir Lawal, and five others of NS&dmilllon grass-cutting contract

codl Justice Charles Aghaza on Friday held that the Economic and Financial Crimes
Someission (ERCC) failed to establish a prima facie case agalnst Lawal and others.

Mhe EFCC had In 2020 asmaigned Lawal on a 10-count charge of eriminal conspiracy, fraud and
fiversion of about NS0Om(llion alongside hs younger brother, Hamidu David Lawal, Suleiman
\bubakar, Joha Apeh, and Rholavision Engineering and Josmon Technologies over the diversion
Wods meant 1o clear evasive plant species and grasses (n the North East, In his ruling, Justice
A\ghaza held that the 11 witnesses presented by the BFCC did not give evidence to establish that
Lawal was either & member of the Presidential Initiative for North East (PINE) that awarded the
xoatrect or & member of the Ministerial Tenders Board that vetted and gave approval to the
fisputed coatract.

A respondent holds the following view:

Premeditated judgment and great*cover up, which is another great suicidal corruption
engineering against PMD led government, It*s a brazen traverse of justice and an altempt to
right the wrong of loyal patronage of Babachir....... Since he is part of government, his
thnlmuhnbhhhwbhwlblllvormmmummy to sanitize the
muwmmmmwmm. 1 doubt if there would
b an appeal. (Criminologist, Male, 47 years, clvil servant)

Acconding 1o another participant:


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

i

ph cormuption v i P e Cig, .
has hevome the collective Wil wy -.:
“l‘n" Chinua Achebe clearly alipnedg it :
: (s simply and squarely 4 il ‘

\ of Law, Male, $1 yeary N

1o
Ninnesh AN A A b ek o Nl R

Commpones Dones ety hevews

DA D Ao of s Lan Lttt

Sowncamien whon e e, “The troubie - Nl‘f:uh

Rl Edaanveaii and levture n the

o am I Rodolto el

. . jon. Take the case © kA, |
:k\h«_ Do B e .,g-m &3:’::1;:‘:: wes convicted of nu;ptinu bribey of I3
“W&% Sy Jodpe i Towas 3 :nns justice. of the verdiet, Texas \l:llc Al

SN e wgam occasioes ad vﬂ:‘-:“ } can harm 8 €OMMUNity"s confide,

T ey e

3 Do s how & )
.m‘m.maaihu&cmk\d ‘““hcmﬂ:h' ' '

ducting their investigations
e wn gl ggencies rpest their mistakes; after conducting -
Jadicory wwne m:“::‘m rﬂ over the cases 10 the appropriate agency §
mmm‘umwmm‘mwwme down hard on judges w)
Mhﬁk-ma&mmmwupmmmdmdmkdmm
TS
Decrmsung

Cormpsion & geneally deSined as e sbuse of public office for private gain. In Nigeria,
nﬁ:dmkmuuwdmndhcﬂgnmmuulwckuwellud
aifber Secemmmlioed cores of power aad suthority in addition to the private sector. As the s
of sorption bas widened, i definition and meaning has equally been enlarged to cover the abu
of all afices of wast for privase gain. It is basically the illegitimate use of public power or posit
2 Semesit o privans e (Usschukws, 2018; Salihu & Hossien, 2018), |

|
According © Sezior (1982, . 2008), comuption is an action 1o secretl vide a good or
nfﬁ..ﬂﬂ,hhu&mh&mmuﬁon{ r::lch:nzﬁllh ""!
-ﬁm"‘;‘:ﬁﬂl*whnhwhy.hempumunmunlm

- ‘: “m“mnmunabumlinklnnubﬂi
e SIS s&;mﬁm.ﬁm(:mp

i



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

ol of Soviol amd Mamigement Nelemen Viddume 4. Number ) Apeil 2023

| le are themselves corrupt, It also takes place when policy formulation and

s tallored 10 benefit politicians and legislators. Political corruption is sometimes seen
f to “corruplion of greed” as It affects the manner in which decisions are made, and it
ates political institutions, rules of procedure, and distorts the institutions of government
se of powers by government officints for illegitimate private gain (Chidi, 2022).

yeratic corruption on the other hand occurs in the public administration particularly at the
aentation end of policies. This kind of corruption is sometimes referred to as “petty” or “low
® carruption. 1t is the kind of corruption that citizens encounter daily in public and peiyals
es and Which has become more or less routine. Indeed, it has been posited that poor people
jmore likely to be victims of corrupt behaviour by street-level burcaucrats as the poor often rely
vily on services provided by government (Justesen, 2014).

e judicial arm of government is thus not an exception and both lawyers and litigants are
sciously or unconsciously made victims of varying degrees of extortion by judicial officers in
he course of the dispensation of justice. For clarity of purpose, the term judicial system is used
Joosely 10 refer to the courts, judges, maglstrates, and other adjudicators who are assigned the task
of resolving conflicts and disputes in accordance with the law in a given state cither on carecr oF
‘ad-hoc basis. A judicial officer is thus any person with the responsibility and power 0 facilitate,
arbitrate, preside over, and make declsions and dircctions in regard to the application of the law
(Olabisi, 2020). ‘

In any democratic dispensation where there is the rule of law, it is the responsibility of the judicial
officers to interpret the constitution and other laws in order to maintain law and order.
Consequently, the credibility of a political system is usually assessed on the basis of the exient to
which the judicial arm is able to hold the scale of justice over and above the other arms of
govemment. The relevance of an independent and competent Judicial system that is impartial,
efficient, and reliable cannot then be over-emphasized. This requires a strict compliance with
objective criteria for the appointment and removal of judges and other judicial officers at all levels,
adequate remuncration, security of tenure, and independence from both the executive and
legislative arms of government both in direct and indirect terms. This is in realization of the trite

fact that unless the judiciary is independent, it will neither be able to pass judgments impartially,

;;r‘ ;Iel’md the citizens against wrongful use of power by an unpopular administration (Onyekachi
). '

To be specific, the challenge of corruption in this arnm of government that

law is manifest in the allegations that patently corrupt and incapable ‘sp:;f“;o:;h;m:;'

;}i!pohwd into the superior courts as a result of which they have caused significant damage to lh::

MF'“'Y and image of the judiciary, Consequently, the media has been awash with news of arrests

mp;lmlzllon of judges accused of corruption and receiving of bribes and other favours

Ly m‘ﬂ m"::“'” of adjudication of high-profile cases such as election petitions, comuption
of other high profile and especlally politically exposed litigants, ctc.
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PeRctes and unlawful shenanigans within the NS0 P2 0 4 oiner words, the acy, ny
Administration of justice and national development w:::, values of the society, but also Xy,
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Vibrant judicial system will remain a mirage, unless coruption

sincerely and rigorously tackled.

Recommendations

nmendations are suggested;

Based on the findings of the study, the following rosecution and indictmeny

iTopwelmUofgdeggs, wmmmamﬂmp : .
errant judicial ofTicers in accordance with the letter and sp

il. The independence of the judiciary should be safeguarded 5o that the members of the bench
oot unduly Mogll&j:dm of their duties. For instance, a judge who holds office ;

the pleasure of the executive cannot be expected 1o be impartial in a case involving the l
i \

i

\

|

fii. To ensure the credibility of the judiciary as an organ of government, the appointment of
Jjudges should be based on merit and hmﬁy.mdonthemommmdmonofanimpm
neutral body such as the National Judicial Council,

h.mCodcorConduuBdemlhnjudkhlomm&dhuemlhemﬁM|
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