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Abstract

In Nigeria, corruption has become a grear impediment for the much expected
democracy in the midst of many available natural and human resources Ev
educational system is fo help it overcome her peculiar prohlem:
system s supposed 1o help overcome ithe problem of corruption. The study iheretor
examined moral education in Nigerian schools as an antidore for (‘(/l’l‘upl(m.'. The «

cxplains the conceprs, theories and needs for moral education as an effective 1 n

reducing corruption in the society. It was however concluded that w ith the u.'rc"m."u."'

moral education in Nigerian schools, the guality of the certificates acquired will he Amr‘-..'. vu
and high mregrity will be accorded to the society by fhe members. The puper ,;l.l r
suggested strategies Jor integrating moral education jnio Ni 2erian p
reducing corrupt practices. The effective
nigh integrity for the learners. the schools,
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Introduction

One of the greatest threats 1o cconomic and political development of any nation 18
cormuption. Therefore. the challenges of corruption remamn a migor devastating 15sue facing
Nigena since the colomal penod. This phenomena has become a cankerworm that
has caten deep mto the fabries of Nigena svstem (Usman, 2013) In Nigera, corruption has
hecome @ great impediment for the much expected dividends of democracy in the midst of
many avalable natural and human resources (Ojo, 2016). Corruption i Nigena 15 not the
exclusive presenve of poliicians, civil servants, and captamns of industry. Among the
“common people” there is an mstinctive homingol stealing skills. One should stop thinking
people suddenly become corrupt when they join the government. However having heen
wiored and mentored on petty stealing from probably the age of five, Nigenans naturally
explode when they occupy positions of authonity at any level either in private or public
sector. They join the bandwagon of selfish leaders after suddenly finding themselves in the
cormidor of power. Rather than use their positions to repair its ills; they conform to the
ennichment craze (Philips &Akpokighe, 2014).

The most common corrupt practices are: Giving and receiving bribes.inflation of
contracts.abuse of public property. lodging government fund in private accounts, examination
malpractices, adulterated food or hazardous drugs, misappropriation and embezzlement of
fund and money laundry by public officers. Thus, (Nwaobi2004) posited that Nigena is one of
the very few countries in the world where a man's source of wealth is of no concemn to his
neighbour, the public or the government. Wealthy people who are known to be corrupt are
regularly courted and honored by communitics, religious bodies, social clubs and other
private organizations. National development is impeded by corrupt practices. Corruption is
seen as the involvement in dishonesty or wicked behaviour which is destructive of the moral
fabric of society.

Ethics/morality has important rtoles to play in the course of nation-
building Wiredu( 1 998) asserted that a society without any mode of morality must collapse
This 1s because in every society there are different individuals and groups with different and
conflicting nterests. It has been observed that if two men desire the same thing which they
cannot both enjoy. they become enemies and they endeavour to destroy one another. The role
of morality here is to regulate the affairs of these individuals and groups with opposing and
conflicting interests in such a manner that there will be peaceand harmony in the
society.Every enduring community has a moral code and it is the responsihility and the
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Concept of Corruption

il rule 0. 1999, the
Since the retum of the country o civil rule on May 20,

. . ) . Or | | b
povermment has taken a number of measures {0 address the problem of corruption sl

POVEMINCe 1In the ccmnlr)'.(ourrupiiun 15 O common phcnomcnon that 1s found n develip

countries and societies, also in the developed socicties such as Europe, America and Jupy
(Ivanda. 2012). Comuption 1§ a commaon word used by both adults and children because it
{ound wn cvery aspeet of Nigena. Corruption has been nicknamed among the three mujor
languages m Nigeria, the Yorubas call it Egunje, the Hausas call it cuwa-cuwa while the
Lebos call 1t Igbuozu People no longer frown or feel ashamed to engage 1n corrupl practice:
Corruption 1s a social problem that is found in various degrees or forms.

Corruption in Nigena 15 endemic with cultural phenomena. The Nigenan sociely
bedevited with corrupt practices such that once a person is appointed into any political ofiice
the expectations from his people will be so high in terms of what the office will offer
Iherefore, the people he/she represents are ready 1o teach him/her how to steal (Lsman
2013). Hence, corruption in Nigeria knows no bound irrespective of tnbes or cultural
';"':_l:“:::::::';:'::":""' ."' 1-5:‘:“ a 4 social, legal, economic and political concept. The
defi . Cus ¢ wm,u' the several aspects of the phenomenon. Khan (2004) proposes 111
the various approaches of corruption can be placed into five o
centered, Market centered, Public office cent A e i

cred, public opinion centered and legalis!s

Despite this praposition, corruption is defined
of a state-society relationship

where distinctions are made between political and bureaucran .
I corruption, redistributive ane

extractive corruption. Ekiyor(2005) in the broad view of comuption d ful
plion defined it as the unla® ™
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use of offictal power or influence by an ofMicial of the government cither o enrich himself or

further his course and/or any other person ot the expense of the public, in contravention of s

ce and/or contrary to the conventions or laws that are in force. Akinseye

path of offi
identifies four forms of

‘gcxl()mucmpls at descnbing it as ‘mother of all crimes’ and

corruplion as bribery. prebendalism, graft and nepotism.

Theories of Moral Development
Moral education refers to helping children acquire those virtues or moral habits that

elp them to live good lives and at the same lime become produclive, contributing

will |
niribute not only to

mbers of their communities. In this view, moral education should co
also to the social cohesion of a community. The word moral
r customs of a people, the social

me
the students as individuals, but

comes from a Latin root (mos, moris) and meaning code 0
glue that defines how individuals should live together(Education Encyclopedia, 2014).There

are some theories that offer explanation to moral development.

According to Piaget (1932), children develop the morality of cooperation at Concrete

Operational Stage. As children develop morality of cooperation, they realize that in order to

create a cooperative society people must work together to decide what is acceptable and what
is not. Piaget believed that children at this stage begin to understand that morals represent
social agreements between people and intended to promote the common goal. Furthermore,
they recognize people may differ in the way they understand and approach a moral situation
or problem and also begin to understand the difference between rights and wrong 1s not
absolute but instead must take into account changing variables such as motivation, abilities,
and intentions. Hence, Piaget believed that adolescents at formal operational stage begin to

understand the morality of a decision does not rest solely on the outcome of that decision.

Furthermore, adolescents begin (o understand the reciprocal benefit of moral decision-

making; moral decision creates the optimal solution for everyone involved, even when only
two people are affected and begin to realize that when situations are h
seems fair, reasonable, and/or beneficial to all parties, it becomes easier for people to accept
and honour the decision. This concept of faimess is called reciprocity. By middle
adolescence, they expand their understanding of faimess to include ideal reciprocity. Ideal
of faimess beyond simple reciprocity and includes a consideration

ts. It is best described by the familiar adage, "Do unto others
53
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Kohlberg Theory of Moral Development
elopment into three levels, they are:

Kohlberg (1984) categorized moral dev
entation focusing on moral consequenceg f

Level I:Pre-conventional (Eg,occplric on S Fiah) '
self; reasoning found until aboul 10 ye

S Description
I l.gcs | : d.
| ' easoning based on immediate
LRSS ERLES xﬁ;lqzjmces for the individual. An
actis moral if a person isn't_pumshed
for it.It is immoral if the person 15
punished.

Moral reasoning based on reciprocity,
An act 1s moral if a similar act occurs
in return (i.e. satisfies own needs)

2: Markel Exchange

Level I1:Conventional:(Moral reasoning linked to perspeqtiv& of: and concerns for, Others
(i.c. loyalty, obeying the law, family obligation); typical of 10 to 20 years old),

Stages Description
3: Interpersonal Harmony Moral reasoning based on concern o
Good boy-nice girl for others or opinions of others. An

act 1s moral if others demonstrate

similar acts, or it helps others (Le
behavior likely to pleas

others).

4: Law and Order Moral reasoning based on rules,

is laws, and orderly society. An at

;r moral if it follows 'ruls

orderly society. promotes v
——
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Level 111: Post-conventional (Reasoning transcends socicty's rules; reflects and

understanding that rules sometimes need to be changed/ignored).
Stages Description
5:  Social Contract Moral reasoning based on principled
agreements among people. An act

15 moral if it 15 consistent with a
principled agreement.
6: Universal Ethical Moral reasoning based on abstract

principles. An act is moral if it is
consistent with an abstract principle
that transcends an individual’s society.

Moral Education in Nigerian Schools

In Nigeria according to Ukoma and UkaEgwu (2016), the level of morality before the
Nigerian/Biafra civil war was notably high. This was consequent upon the effort of the
Missionaries and missionary schools which inculcated as well as demanded high and visible
display of high moral standard from both teachers and pupils/students. Pupils and students
received corporal Punishment for not attending church services and for unaccepted societal
immoral display. The mission schools were not only educational in nature but highly
reformatory as the mention of the neamess of a teacher was like the mention of the police in a
scene of crime.At the takeover of schools by Government it was like the teacher and
particularly those who pretended to memoryfollow the missionaries now realized that the
missionaries were white over lords.Consciously or unconsciously, the curricular or trainers
put greater emphasis on cognitive and psychomotor development and abjectly neglect the
affective domain that should be responsible for character development. This is the domain
that is responsiblefor the development of societal acceptable moral values. And any
community that its people are not taught consciously to consider the needs and rights of
others will be a society with little social cohesiveness and much conflict (Jacob & Andrew,
2015).

During the last quarter of thc twentieth century, Education Encyclopedia (2014) noted
that three things happened to many schools that attemptedto ignore the moral dimension of
schooling: achievement scores began to decline, discipline and behavior problems increased,
and voices were raised accusing the schools of teaching secular humanism. These outcomes
were noticed in United States of America. Nigeria is notexempted from these consequences
of advertently neglecting moral education. Following the poor disposition of the federal

government towards humanities some years past, students were encouraged and motivated to
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study science courses. Universities were to give 60% admission to those in sciences and 40%
to those in humanities. The outcome of this policy is that, unlike what was obtained before,
the number ofstudents in science related courses is higher than those in humanities. In
Nigeria, there are public criesabout decline in the performance of children in schools at all
levels of the educational system and cases of indiscipline are rampart. Examination
malpractice, certificate racketeering and “god- fatherism™ are the character exhibits by
students and this was attributed to lack of good moral and value education. Moral virtues
such as honesty, responsibility and respect for others that are the domains of moral education
are neglected. Many people, including priests and imams, and other leaders of organizations
andinstitutions (public and private) live lives of dishonesty. Teachers cheat on their students,

students on their parents and parents on the government, and so on.

Strategies for Teaching Morality in Schools
The pupils and students need to be taken through the procedure of taking good moral
decisions and by abiding by such decisions.Gary, Richard and Matthew (2009), suggested
two strategiesto the teaching of morality in the school. This include;
a. The first is by some form of example which could also be regarded as manner. The
teachers serve as role models to learner because most pupils/students emulate the

behaviour of their teachers.

b. Thesecondis by addressing the topics of morality in the course of instruction.This
implies that all teachers, irrespective of their subject combination should include the
teaching of morality. For instance, stories drawn from history and literature are scen

to be effective ways for teaching virtues.

A good teaching should begin with the teacher having a clear picture of the exact
changes he/she has to bring in the leamers. According to Akinsemoyin (2015), the role of the
school in moral and character reformation of learnersshould include; organizingprogrammes
that can facilitate teaching and leaming of morals such as presenting moral dilemma to
students as this will arouse their interest and think critically, teaching the students how to be
good and loyal citizens and provide a stimulating environment for learners. Skinner (1971)
opined that, the child learns morality through social reinforcement (rewards and punishments)
in response to his or her actions,SchuitemaDam and Veugelers(2008) opined that moral
education shouldbe aimed at developing the individual’s ability to deal autonomously #if

moral dilemmas and ethical issues,
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Kohtherg (1984) who introduced the stages of moral development stated that every
individual proceed from stage 1 ot level | to stage 6 of level 3. The method of teaching moral
values should focus on use of direct instruction and discussion of moral 1ssues, The teaching
of morality at different levels of education should transit smoothly.

s The teaching of morality at the primary school level should aimed at developing the
ability of the child to obey rules so as to avoid punishment and the spirit of reciprocity
that one good tum deserves another.

b. The teaching of morality at the secondary school level should aimed at developing the
ability of the individual to do what will positively affect ms/her relationship with
others (doing the right thing so that everybody in the group will see the individual has
been good and also expect everybody to be nice) and also, maintaining social order
(i.e. in taking moral action, the entire society is put into consideration).

¢. The teaching of morality at the tertiary level should aimed at developing the ability of
the individual to understand the rule of law as important for maintaining a stable

society and doing what is right regardless of who you are, where you come from and
what position you belong to.

Schuitema et al. (2008), in their review on teaching methods for moral education
asserted that a problem-based approach to instruction, co-operative learning, and dialogic
learning (i.e. discussion) are the most commonly suggested teaching strategics. Hence, many
studies are in favor of co-operative leaming as it stimulates students’ critical-thinking skills
and enhances perspective-taking. Through moral discussion, the interaction between students

helps them to resolve differences of opinion and to tolerate disagreement.
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Conclusion

In the Nigeria current situation on corruption, moral education should be viewed as an
essential component of the educational curriculum. However, it should be noted that the
school is a reflection of the society. Hence, if the society is morally upright, the school would

also be morally upright.

Recommendations
Based on the discussion, the following recommendations were made;

a. To win the war of corruption in Nigeria, moral education should be
basic and senior secondary

infused in the

curmiculum of social studies and civic education at
education level and all existing programmes of study at the tertiary

b. Teachers are to be models of good moral values and their lifestyles should support the
virtuesthey teach the learners for the lesson to go down well.

¢. Moral education in schools should focus on community service, building good habits,
ts to develop moral reasoning that

level of education.

rewarding positive behaviour and helping studen

would be free from all forms of corrupt practices.
d. In order to kick against corruption, the citizens should be enlightened through the

media about morality and the consequences of been immoral.
e. In order to sustain the teaching of morals at all levels of education, teachers' morals

and characters should be examined when being interviewed for the teaching

profession.

58



JHE, 2 (2/, JUNE, 2017

References

Akinsemoyin, L. O (2015). Morality in the Nigenan basic schools setting: A way forward.
{.‘npuhhtlml veminar paper presented to the Department of Social Sciences
Fducaton,  Umversity of Horin, Honn, Nigena,

Akinseye-George, Y. (2000). Legal System, Corruption and Governance in Nigena, Lagos:
New century law publisher limited.

Education Encyclopo_dia (2014).The return of character education: Current approaches to
moral 'educauon. Retrieved 20.03.2017 from
cducation.stateuniversity.com/pages’2246/moral-  education.html

H.A.(2009). conpplion in Local Govemment Administration: An Historical
summaryas found in Local Government Administration in Nigeria: Old and New

Vision.

D. F.. Richard, D. O.& Matthew, N. S. (2009). Teaching morally and teaching
morality. Teacher Education Quarterly, p. 7-19.

Ekiyor,

Gary,

(2009). Moral development and Moral education :An Integrated Approach,

Hing-Keung Ma,
Department of Education Studies.Hong Kong FEducational Research Journal, 24

(2),32-45.

Hobbes, Thomas (1968). Ethics; a systematic and historical study C. B. Macpherson, Penguin
Books Ltd, London, p. 184.

ns, Theories and concepts. Arabian Journal of

lyanda, D. O. (2012). Corruption: Definitio
r), 2 (4), 37-45.

Business and Management Review (OMAN Chapte

Jacob O. & Andrew A. 0.(2015).Terrorism and insecurity in Nigeria: moral, values and
religious education as panaceas.Journal of Education and Practice,6 (11),123-130.

Political and Administrative Corruption: Concepts, comparative

Khan, M. M.(2004).
e, Transparency International. Journal of Economic

Experiences and Bangladesh Cas
Literature,35 (3), 1320-1346.

The psychology of moral development:The Nature and Validity of

Kohlberg, L. (1984).
ent, Volume 2). New-York: Harper & Row.

Moral Stages (Essays on Moral Developm
Nwaobi, G.C. (2004). Corruption and Bribery in the Nigerian Economy: An empirical
investigation of public cconomics 0404006, EconWPA. Retricved from:
http://papg;s.m.com’sol 3/papers.cfm

' ? ' | mechanism
Oio, P. 0. (2016). Stakeholders’ perception of forms, causes, effects and contro '
J of ( ac)ademic corruption in Kwara State Universities, ngena:Unpubllsh'ed
M.EdDissertation, Department of Social Sciences Education, University of llorin,
Nigena,

?

59

]




i Y

JHE,2 (2), JUNE, 2017

Maget, ). (1932), The moral judgment of the child. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner&
Co.

Philips O. O. &Akpokighe 0. R.(2014).Corruption in Nigeria: The Possible Way Out. Global
Journal Of Human-Social Science, 14 (7), 30-38.

Schuitema, J., Dam, G. &Veugelers, W. (2008): Teaching strategies for moral education:a
review, Journal of Curriculum Studies, 40 (1), 69-89.

Ukoma, A. N.&UkaEgwu, R. O, (2016).Effective Religious, Moral and Civic Education in
Nigerian Schools forTotal Child Development: The Role of Indigenous Language.
Middle-East Journal of Scientific Research 24 (5): 1816-1822, ISSN 1990-9233.

Usman, M. (2013).Corruption in Nigeria: A challenge to sustainable development in the
fourth republic. European Scientific Journal, 9 (4), 185-7881.

Wiredu, K. (1998). The Moral Foundation of an African Culture” in A. P. J (ed) The
African Philosophy Reader; Routledge, London.




