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CHAPTER TWENTY FOUR
THE CENTRALITY OF THE STATE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

EDUN A. Jimoh and Abdulrasheed A. ISTAQ
Department of Political Science,
University of Tlorin, Ilorin,

INTRODUCTION

The discipline of Political Science has witnessed several developments across the glo_be,
notably in mainstream partisan politics, eleclioncering period and governance. Thc? recurring
lhilurevofpoliticians to be guided by the ethics and ethos, and the dictates and prm(;lpI'eIS of
democracy has continued to raise the question of whether the study and the field of Political
Science is of any relevance! This disturbing question is expedient as it shakes the core of
Political Science. The level of anxiety which citizens have on the concept ofdemocracy and
its actual practice across the globe has been the propelling force behind the question. For
instance, in the availableelementary books on government and governance, certain desirable

roles have been given to political parties and Nigerians have expected them to play these
roles especially when the crusade fordemocracy reached its apex in the | 990s in Nigeria and
by extension several African states,

Decades after the returm to democratic rule, political parties have been central to devaluing
the core principles of democracy, particularly contributing less significantly to democratic

consolidation. In essence, they mirror everything that contravenes the rule-based ideology
that democracy preaches. Even within their internal organizations, an insignificant amount
of attention is paid to the tenets of democracy; dictatorial tendencies take centre stage as
evident in their imposition of candidates for electoral posts, as well as disregard for the rule
of law, violent activities and perpetuation ofa]| forms of electoral malpractices among others
have been widespread, mostly orchestrated by leaders of the various political parties.

In addition, when one speaks of governance, there is also pertur|
not following rule of law, rendering of insufficient services and
and/or sectarjan interests, all of which have combined to ret.
democratic consolidation and £ood governance, Based on the

edly questioned the essence and existe,

bing trend emanating from
the promotion of sectional
ard the Projection towards
se but not limiteq to these,
nce of political scientists.

bl\flfentnal Clarification
i lical Scjence has been regarded a5 the study of life in an organized state or
“ice, the concept of the state is intrinsic to the discipline of political science an

3 2 dIscussion of other related concepts in the field. Laski (1926) is of the
?idx . concerns jtself yyith the life of men in relation to
i

s the assertion that to study politics s to study the s

Community.
d it is central

: Vview that the
organised states”. This further

tate. However, the centrality of
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\ iderate and comrovgrsial debate among scholars i

shat is the rationa}e behmq the‘e'stabll_shmem of the State
ence as t%“n state, 1S territorial security, divided into government, gy
Laski (1926) posits: S hcmo ﬁ;ned pf,ysical area, supremacy over all other institutiong»
subjects, claiming \Zn};]n;ltfv Z apeak of the state, W€ mean the organization of Whicﬁ
Maclver observes ~W

vernment is the administrative organ. A state has a constitution, a code of laws, a way of
govel

itizens”.
setting up its governme body of ¢

the concept state has attracted a cons

field of political sci

nt,and a 0

hip of people, population of peop]
| oup of people; mgmbers , 2 Tt s
S":t,e_ lslaocl:'ns:jgig t%;t o’;cupifbs a definite or demarcated territory, with a group of people
po mc::! ¢ ith the responsibility of maintaining law and order, and in which sovereignty is 1,
charged wi der to prevent both internal and external aggression

ded to this grou of people in orde [ thin : ggre
}Aen:iagg‘f;fose (1999) ;‘ee g ‘Psme as the most inclusive organization which has formal institution
for regulating the most significant external relationship of the men within its scope”,

However, to Ewing, no state is absolutely sovereign i_n relation to its own ?utgjects o
absolutely independent in relation to otl_)er states. S.tate is very central t.o the filSClpline of
Political Science. It servesasthe focal point of analysis both at the domestic and international
level, Without the state, the world will be in a state of nature, and a state of nature accordingto

Thomas Hobbes is a miserable state of war; it will be nasty, brutish, and solitary. Aristotle
‘also observed that “He who is unable to live in a state or who has no need because he is
sufficient for himself, must be either a beast or god”. State is very central to the maintenance
of both international and domestic peace and security. The maintenance of peace and
security, political and economic developments, as well as prevention of internal and extemal
aggression rest on the shoulders of the entity called state. Be that as it may, the definition of
state does not wear a universal outlook, but it is uncontestable however that the state is a
fundamental political unit, an aggregation of individuals who are organised in a defined
territory for the pursuit of common welfare.

The Centrality of State in Political Discourse
Fike most concepts in the field of Political Science, there have been several debates on the
importance of the state. It is undoubtedly one of the most fundamental questions of poliis
Just as various questions have popped up regarding the importance of the state, sever®
scholax:s have also attempted to provide answers as it suits their personal purpose orinterest
i3 Aristotle, the importance of the state “is to ensure good life” while Locke opines that
The great arlxd chief end of men uniting into commonwealth and putting themselves_’uﬂdlf'
%ovem.mem is the preservation of their property, that is, lives, liberties and estates”™ T°
ollowing are some of the importance of the state as an essential apparatus of governance
L 1[\J’Iaintenance of Law and Order:
e:s(i\er; ;?g’ Si(::r\::i ) %‘(ivfe e oSy o th'e St‘ate o Pwtea Classical WworkS &8
of Plato and Aristt}(l)t? L T,a“d property and maintain law and Ol'_de‘;-j for main(ﬂining !
aW and order, Herbe Srtos‘dly baCk'lhe fect that.st_ate asorgl pothing 'y
natural institution foe pencser is of the opinion that the state 1S e other: &
r preventing one man from infringing the TI& meviolenﬁe i

the individuﬂs:

Adam Sy
th t
and invasion also noted that the state's duty is to protect the society from

ofother independent societies.

itical Sﬂ'e"”)
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Common Welfare

’ Another importance of the state IS provision of common welfare, Pla¢ ;
maintained that the aim of the state Was public good and l;lOra]O all(ljt‘{\rlS[OIIC
utiitanen el OORWHICH B Iy Benithiagigy John Stuart M| a:vctprgr:nl:ez

adherents, proposes that the importance of the state s to :
i : T S provide the
happiness for the greatest number ofindividuals under its jurisdiction greatest

Economic Welfare

way ot_"ensuring that social goods
security, Creating employment
Sportation, telecommunications,

i Political Welfare

The state also caters for the political welfare of the people. For this purpose the state
gives some fun.damental rights to the People, among which are right to vote and be
voted for. To this end, the state js saddled with the responsibilityofdeﬁning the areas
of political authority, establish and state explicitly the formulation of those rights
and obligations which are recognized as properly enforceable, Fr.
itisevident that the state Possesses a considerable amount of

engage in activities considered necessary for the pursuit of the attainment of its goals
and objectives.

Features of The State

Traditionally, there are four fundamental features of the state. These are: government,
definite territory, population and sovereignty. However, contemporary scholars have added
two additional features to include compulsory nature of law of state, and the universality of
the state jurisdiction. We discuss each of the features in detail.

Government
Government is the most authoritative, and legitimate machinery of the state. It js a body or

*Xecute constitutional responsibilities, roles and duties. (Chris 2008:67) further obs.erv.es
hat government as an apparatus set up by the state to coordinate the state, deals with its
SSues and administer its duties, roles and responsibilities. "Tt" is the machinery upon which
hewills of the state are completed.

Teis no widespread model of organising government. While there is no generally agﬁ:.efd
Ngement of organizing government, it is commonly required to regl_llate the normal life
€Very inhabitants, to ensure strict compliance with the laws and ordmance_s of the state.
O instance, some states share the responsibility of organizing government within the three
Ms of government, while in some the task of government is fused in two f).rgans%
Ot\vithstanding, government anywhere in the vyorld dlsf:harges h_er r_espons:bg{tg/ o
Banizing administering and ruling the state. While countries like Nigeria, USA, Liberia

he
Imay
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rs within the organs of government, some

of powe
IR rnment.

eparati
n to the SEPEE 0 o organs of g0V€

and others give attentio vAK
i fpowerwnhml

states prefer the fusion 0!

Population formation and survival of any state. It

g sanct to the 10 4 is the
Population is fundame;nal ?:l?psz??eople or association of people in a country. Ttalso refers
whole number of P;‘?}P;;Epie d the territory of the state- This also comprises of all classes of
t: e:gll::xiz:li):;rz;st‘;e ctate, ranging from the upper, middle and the lower classes. Different

ethnic groups and nationalities may also occupy @ state. Agood example isNigeria.

Re:::tl:en:irs?:gt within a properly defined or demarcated %eographlcal territory. The
territory of a state must be obvious and visible on thg map wit] re?spec_:t to the boundaries
shared with neighboring properly demarcated. Th1§ is imperative in .or‘der o prevent
external attacks and border disputes- Not only that, in g]obal polmcs., it is essential for
eate boundaries in the land, air and see to avoid

t through legal procedures where necessary. Over

countries within the global system to cr
reproach and infiltration by another excep 1 .
the years, this action has promoted relative peace and order among actors in the international

system.

Sovereignty ; i
Sovereignty is an important feature that gives a state the title and pride of a legal state. Itis the
absolute and supreme power of the state to prevent both internal and external aggressions.

Not only that, itis the capacity and potential of astate to protectall her territories without any

form of external infiltration. A state without sovereignty is not qualified to be called a state
but a colony. The term sovereignty is derived from the Latin word “supernaus’ which means

“supreme”. Bodin defines it as the supreme power over citizens and subjects unrestrained by

law.

Hug.o Grotius defines it as the “supreme political power vested in him whose acts are not
subject to any other and whose will cannot be verrideen”. Dugut says that “soverengty is the
commanding power of the state, it is the will of the nation organized in the state. It is the right

to give unconditioned powers to allindividual subjects and all over association of subjects-

Indeed, it is the concept of sovereignty that differentiates a state from other forms of political

entities such as nation or societies. The sovereignty of a State is permanent, exclusive,
indivisible and all encompassing. It is the supreme, absolute and final power of the state-

Types of sovereignty are: de facto and dejure sovereignty, titular sovereignty and popula!
sovereignty. z

Aot
Notwith

1 Co ding these latures, states alone possesses sovereignty inreal sense-

A mpulsory nature of Law of State g

The law of the state must also be compulsory in nature ;lnd irrespective of the stafus
i;fl:\e citizen, the law must be enforced. Law of the state is blind; it hasno regards for
Dis;)zglzr P;)O:},lm;d it mustbe respected by all (citizens and fomigneﬁ)~

295 Ve Tnivetsality At a0 ofthe state must be met with serious sanctions
The jurisdictic e State Ju.nsdlctlou! . sential
T n of the state is general in nature. When a state is set UP> itises fully
enforce her lazvps0 ;:te all her regional zones and the state should be Pl’epa"".d ‘316 oo

those regions. The jurisdiction of the state covers the ail
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infiltrators Or externa| Persons shoyjq either b,
legal Penetration, 1¢ is as g result
hat the state builds up the military ¢, im
mple, the haval force jg set u
€seas within her domain,

d that falls within her domain anc.l
aﬂg‘i‘;lagg;ﬁmaxely or sanctioned for i Sy
d mprehensiveness of the state jurisdiction ¢ Sy
co lpws and secure it in al] circles. For exa Blbviitie Nifers,
ggieinment touphold Nigeria Laws on aj| th:

Functions of the State

) observes that “The
: it is their business to glean the needs of the
ent is the trustees and 8overnors an( j :
gov-zrt;rznd to translate thogse needs into terms of effective status. The Purpose of the state
Ci : e »
?i(;ds itpersonification in them”.

Essentially, the elements of the state can be assembled into pwo (2) significant headings:
AR g
1. Maintenance oflaw and order

2 Provision of Developmenta] Capacities

L Maintenance of Law and Order

i f the common
i corporate assurance o 0
to be law abiding. Generally, these funf:t_lons in :};ity G
% tal human right) of citizens, sec o e
el (ﬁ:‘"dameﬂ ation of balance of all cinzen; und.;erreqmres f e
strong and conserv. ; l o et
: e o isms). This is the reason
For the continuous exister ) e .
. @) e ies like the Arm and avy.
enforcement (implemen; T : mandNaw
‘ SAleiagd d Immigration Services. Nof ly
government in each s : ST e = Notony
(e olice f'the state, state shou
We also have others like L , ct
i i mentation of e
o EO lguarla';tzrenm:k where erring person/persons of th
a free and fair egal fr: A il
tried, penalised and/or sanctioned where n
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o
11 Provisions ofDevelopme;:taltcl“&“;:tslsre the maintenance of law, peace and order,
While it is paramount for the state

i avourable climate for her citizens to
o is.imper:.nive_ fotre‘hixsntlzte;lolez;osi:lo;naental cgpacities encompasses the
accon}pllsh ﬂ;elr-pn]V:ndgecconémic environment, ranging frqm thef provision of
er:;:gn o(foglzz‘x;maccessible road networks, sland'ard hosplt{il.s, infrastructural
develo}n%nent and improvement, and access (o e_dugatxonbby all C']tlgf:tz ]i{tegahr-dlﬁss
of the state being a Socialist, welfare state, capitalist or | ourgeonj - -blls ighly
essential for the state to make these arrangemems available and accessible to the
citizens in order to guarantee peaceful co-existence.

To accomplish this, the State ought to be a specialist of economic life by setting up monetary
policies and strategies that will guarantee the abundance of the country in su(_:h a way that
certain individuals won't monopolise it. Only then can harmony, serenity and improvement
become a reality. This welfarism function is what the utilitarian §chool of thought which
Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mills are advocates of bear in mind when they argue that
state exist mainly to provide “greater happiness for the greater num ber of people”.

The Theories of The Origin and Essence Of State

There was interest among political thinkers and researchers in the order of Political Science
about the birthplace of state and the rationale behind the foundation of the association called
state. Prior to now, analysts have given answers to these inquiries yet none is has given
satisfactory logical clarification to the embodiment of state. Attempts have been made to
critically examine some of the theoretical dispositions propounded by scholars in the paston
the source (origin) and embodiment of the state. Despite the fact that a portion of these
theories are speculative and dismissed, they contain a few components of truth and tips for

understanding the domain of the past. Additionally, they help to discover how and why the
state came into existence.

1 Social Contract Theory

This theory ha.s asignificant effect on the reasoning behind the foundation of State. Despite
the fac_t that this theoretical disposition looks vague, it makes significant effort in unravelling
vx{h_at is State, the connection and form of relationship that exists between the State and
citizens. Thome_\s Hobbes (1588-1679); John Locke (1632-1704); and John Jacques
Rousseau, contrlbut.ed massively to the development of this theory. W,hile Thomas Hobbes
was fundamentally influenced by the conflicts that portrayed the rl;le of Ruler Charles 1 of
l\i;lgl.amd, John Locke was then again, affected by the oppressive rule of Lord Charles I
Writing on the state of nature, Thomas Hobbes asserted that except citizens give up their
inalienable rights to the authority irrevocably if not the society willplive ina 'stile of nature’

»Avl'clz;erdlilfe 1[5 S’tll";n’ brutish, nasty and where there is no account of time nor navigation-
; ng to Thomas Hobbes, people are narrow-minded, combative, selfish, shreWe
severe, greedy and forceful. Therefore, to ay : |

§ ert such sta ender (0
the monarchy without any form of resistance, te ofnature theVimysSaty

2. TheDivine Theory

This is the oldest of all the theories of state. § i

: ! -Scholars ofthe divi Jere of the view th2!
state came into being through the law of God. That is, God ls\::,ltn: ﬂ;en%r%;(ﬁ;ir:istered the state
directly by Himself or indirectly through some ] ;

Social Sci 3 rulers who were regarded as agents OLYESy
ocial Sciences for beginners Vol. 2 (Sociology, Social Work, Criminol, Psychology and Political Science)
g, Ps)




ent of anarchy. On this premise, God purposely made his eleganc e :
(Tcgslmc[ion. [t was under these circumstances, according to this tghe;r;f?hs:rvég(li]:i?ny me
King to rule over the'people. Thus, rUIEI:S (kings and queens) began o 'egilimig}r;eththe
Jordship over their subj.ects for belng appointed by God. The theory was utilized to he| t‘]:lr
absolutism of James I, like rulers of his era, ruled without being accountable to hig peophf %

3 The Theory of Force 2
The theory of forc‘? is anothe.r fallacious theory used to illustrate how State came into bein
The clarification given by this theory was that State Wwas made historically by conquest wf :
and force, with the most grounded men Vanquishing the feeble men or state accordi’n ]r
setting up their authority. As per scholars in this domain, the occupation and couner cont%o);
of States and the ensuing foundation of power over these regions were asaresult of conquest
or force. The the_on_'y _of Force, therefore traces the origin and d q
thus, four implications. To start with, force is not ahistorical factor but it j
element of the state. Also, the States were conceived of force only;
jurisdiction and raison d'etreand, finally, the maint e and ext
without is the sole point of the state.

y; thirdly, power is the
on of power within and

4. The Organic Theory of State
The organic theory of state sees the foundation and elements of the State as 2 product of
complex association and unions within the association which works together in a mechanical

together or cooperating with other individuals or groups of individuals. This theory is also
pertinent to the evolution of State and offers a valuable clarification on interdependence
among units of government, institutions and citizens in order to achieve tranquil coexistence
by both individual and State development objectives.

CONCLUSION o

The importance of state cannot be over emphasised. State is exceptionally vital to political
discourse given the Wway that all other concepts in the discipline revolve around it.
Notwithstanding, scholars have endeavoured to characterize the concept in such a way to
exhibit its significance within the state setting and global politics. There are different points
of view or theories that attempts to build up and justify the reasons, however }hey are not
deemed sufficient for the justification of its establishment but they have made giant stride in
shaping the knowledge of the concept.
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