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Abstract
Some Nigerian Arabic scholars saw the need of exhibiting
their ec-:momic. cultural, socio-political and religioys
contributions to the national development via creative Writin
for its vast creation of understanding and enhancing effective
emotional endowment from acting, this is in addition to their
already identified classroom teaching, admonition presentation
and conference attendance for promoting religious tolerance,
peaceful co-existence and imparting vast knowledge, skills,
ideas and values. Although, some topics extracted from the
historical scenes in the Qur’an, Prophetic traditions and
general early Islamic government had been staged in some
Aradbic schools in Nigeria since 1950s, but writing and
publishing the original Nigerian Arabic plays started in 1994
ull the present time, while Zakariyau Idrees-Oboh Oseni and
AbdulGaniy Adebayo Alabi are the major playwrights among
others, and their plays addressed different issues in Nigeria.
Therefore, the researchers aimed at presenting the biographies
of the selected playwrights and analyzing their works. The

aistorical and analytical methods were used respectively in the
Qiscussions.

Keywords: Annotated, Bio~bibﬁography’ Arabic, Playwrights, Nigeria.
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i evvan hteratt m Arabic, Zakariyan idrees-Oboh Oseni
B B CGaniyy Adebayd Alabi are considered 45 the major
fghts dane 16 their leading role in writing more plays which
requirements of good drama and discussed the

Greconomie, political and religious issues in Nigeria. On
':.-;-r;z-‘- vriten by the said playwrights will be presented
ollowimg sub-themes after their Blographies

ne

iy aw Jdrees-Obol Oseni’s Profile
o Zakariyas Idree-OBol Ogeni fs 4 prominent Arabic and
¢ Svadven scholar, an administeator an [mam, 2 poet and a
fromy Auchy towm m Edo State, Nigeriz. He was trained at Al-
yaky S “h“l‘s at Auchi and Owo. At the University of lhadan
Wamed a Certificate m Arabic & Islamic Studies 197 with
i o, 2.4 Fist Class Honour in Arabic [.anguage and
e 1977, MA. m Arabic & Islamic Studies 1980 and Ph D, in
Eavguage & Literamure 1984, He was appointed an Assistant
¢ of Avabic at the University of Tlorin in 1972 and being
gd il ®e mank of Professor in 1995 He has over 43 years
i lesturing, researching and supervising via all academic
i Avabic Wmﬂ aspects of Islamic Studies. He has over
ons mv Aeabic Language & Literature and Islamic
of m are four collections of poems in English, five
2 eollestion of short stories in Arabic, and a collection
and annotated. He is an editorial
s journals 1 Nigeria and beyond. He
iplinary Department of Religions 1997-
of Arabic 2008-2009 & 2013-2014,
ﬁs £ Vismg Professor and Head.
A nah University, llorin, from
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‘Ulama' under the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic . :
(Oseni, 2020a). R |

As one of the leading scholars of Arabic Literature in West Ap.

Prof. Oseni authored the first published original play in Arabi; : 3
al'Amid al-Mubajjal (The Honourable Dean) in 1994 Sen]ed
editions of the play have been published subsequently. Prop S’seral
further published four other Plays titled Al-Tabagat al-“Ulya (Tf;u
Upper Class) 2006, Al-Tajir wa Sahib al-Mat'am (The Trader ang the
Owner of the Restaurant) 2008, Fi Mash-had Talfizyun (At th:
Television Viewing Centre) 2017 and Al-Malik Momoh A]-¢ Ahiy
(King Momoh the Great) 2019. With the leading role of Prof. Qgey; -
many young scholars of Arabic language and literature are toy
increasingly interested in writing Arabic drama. This is justified by
the surge in the number of Arabic plays that have been published iy
Nigeria and beyond. On 31st January 2002, incidentally at 53 years
old by Hijrah calendar, he delivered the 53rd University of Ilorin
Inaugural Lecture on “Prose and Drama in Nigerian Literature in
Arabic”. The 53-page lecture attracted audiences from far and wide,
Prof. Oseni also has a collection of short stories in Arabic “Qisas
Khatt al-Istiwai” (The Equatorial Line Stories) among others (Oseni

2020a).

Another major contribution to Arabic literature in West Africa and
indeed the whole Arab world is his book titled “Al-Ma'dubat al- |
Adabiyyah li-Tullab al-'Arabiyyah fi Ifriqiya al-Gharbiyyah” (4
Literary Banquet for Arabic Students in West Africa). Several
editions and prints of this book have been released since its fitt
release in the year 2000. Another publication, which relates to Arabi¢
literature generally, is a book on Al-Hajjaj bn. Yusuf Al-Thagaft
Formidable Umayyad Viceroy in Iraq (2011). The book W&
published by A.S. Noordeen Publishers in Kuala Lumput, Malayst
and has attracted a wide readership across the world. Prof. 05
publl§he§l in many International Academic journals across the glo>*
in Nigeria, Ghana, Greece, United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, A%
Lebanon, Pakistan, Iran and Malaysia (Oseni, 2020a).

seni is
nEﬁSh

'

Apart from his Arabic and Islamje Studies scholarship, Prof: O

d : ;
1 accomplished English poet. He has been writing poems 1 =
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fing wes published in 2004, A third collec?'”.cctlon, The Silver
Blishcd 1n 2011, while the fourth ; 10 :
¥ma and the Musings of an I e s £11€ Superb, Graceful

fong his litcrary works in translation are the following:
"Inspiring work of 3 Nigerian M i
_troduction and annotated translation of
¥Opuscle, Nur al-Albab (The 111
#0rder, Karachi, 1988,
RFAfenmai Proverbs ( Collected, Tran
PNur, Auchi, 2003.
¢ Du'a Khatm al-Qur'an al-Majid (A Prayer Recited on the
s Completion of the Recitation of the Glorious Quran in Arabic and
# English). Darun-Nur, Auchi, 2004,
# Choice Islamic Sermon for Reflective Minds (A summary
;'trans]ation of the Author's Original Arabic Sermons), Haytee
& Press, Ilorin, 2016.
_Ahmad Shawqi’s Fables in Verse (Translated from Arabic with
" notes), Haytee Press, Ilorin, 2019,
€ Al Malik Momoh Al 'Azim “King Momoh The Great” a real
. Arabic drama published in December, 2019.

slated and Annotated). Dar un-

a son of one of the then leading Islamic scholars in Auchi
Cingdom, Prof. Oseni has been exposed to both traditional and
jodern methods of learning Arabic and Islamic studies at an early
ige as his father, the late Mallam Oboh, taught Arabic and Islamic
fudics to the local Mallams at his residence. Prof. Oseni was
appointed and turbaned as the Chief Imam of Auchi by the Otaru of
Auchi on Friday, 24" August 2007. About five years before that, hG.
Was installed as the Waziri of Auchi (the Prime Advisor to the Auchi
Monarch), by His Royal Highness, Alhaji Aliru Momoh, th% Otzrgoc;f
Auchi. The turbaning ceremony took plgcfe on 7th. Decem SB o :
Currently, he is the Chief Imam and Waziri of Auchi (Osent, :

Useni’s Plays

) At-Tajir Wa Sahib al-Mat’am . It is
A-Tajir Wy Sahib al-Mat’am is a six-act short Arabic play.
: . ness man and restaurant Owner.

2e5ed on an argument between a bust
~1¢ former bought some food on cre

277
frean i

dit, promised to pay back in a




hography of Two Major Nigers
ography of Two Major Niserian Arabic..,

- A. Tubair, PiB&JR.AMllhrm, P
B was published in 2001 The s o
g oo isned 1 : second ol
A g‘f;“rpzf}“]m;jj}y ]m 2004, A third Collection of 0

he [;,!} wl, vhile tjhc fourth collection The S‘uperrl)) c(;ﬂs V?S
ma an e Musings of gn Imam was 1 shed Db
3 published in 2015 (Oseni,

ection, The Silvor

g h'j.s literary works in translation are the following:

Inspiring work of 4 ligerian Mujaddid‘ bei
‘troduct"ﬁf and annotated translation of 'Uthméﬁ br?m}g?uda'l‘n
uscle, ?\‘ur‘ al-Albab (The Hlumination of Minds '11 o
#0rder, Karachi, 1988, g
PAfenmai Proverbs (Collected Translated a

oo Annotated). Dar un-

Du'a Khatm al-Qur'an al-Maij

t English). Darun-Nur, Auchi, 2004,
f Choice Islamic Sermon for Reflective Minds (A summary
 translation of the Author's Original Arabic Sermons), Haytee
b Press, Ilorin, 2016.
* Ahmad Shawgqi’s Fables in Verse (Translated from Arabic with
" notes), Haytee Press, Ilorin, 2019.

€ Al Malik Momoh Al 'Azim “King Momoh The Great” a real
| Arabic drama published in December, 2019.

5 2 son of one of the then leading Islamic scholars in Auchi
i gdom, Prof. Oseni has been exposed to both ftraditional and
= dern methods of learning Arabic and Islamic studies at an ear!y
age 25 his father. the late Mallam Oboh, taught Arabic and Is}amw
fudies to the };)cal Mallams at his residence. I_’rof. Oseni was
4ppointed and turbaned as the Chief Imam of Auchi by the Otaru 1of
Auchi on F riday, 240 August 2007. About five years before that, he

¥as installed as the Waziri of Auchi (the Prime Advisor to the Auchi

Monarch), by His Royal Highness, Alhaji Aliru Momoh, the Otaru of

Alchi. The turbaning ceremony took p]gcf_e on 7&;1()(§cs>:$bgg ;é)b),
rrently, he is the Chief Imam and Wazirl of Auchi :

Useni’s Plays

L At-Tajir Wa Sahib al-Mat’am
8-Tajir W Sahib al-Mat'am is 2 Six-act &
@5¢d on an argument between 2 busﬂi.i‘?:is romised to pay
fOE former bought some food on credit, p
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¢ short Arabic play. It is
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) was agreed by both parties. A month |y |
month whig "o M8 trys B
llram o

o hack from a trip and decided to cat in_ the res_ta i
i ‘it\w and current charges. But to his surprige, the ye
omst:x.n_\ i:]iu‘*d the charges in a multiple fold. The tw, Mep
i mi ';tul proceeded to court. After a long debate iy, the ¢y, Ui
‘1-1.?;113\-‘.:‘\\::“‘\ the case and was only asked to pay lhe actual 4 0:111;1 1
I;{; food he ate. He was able to PIOYD lh‘f ITTational request ¢
restaurant owner with the help of 1..].}C \Vcll‘y brflllzm.t. Elnd'intellige J
lawyer employed to argue ”1}‘ Case. ”1@. play was written iy, 1969
the author on a reflection n.i a short Arabic .st,ory. he read, |y Wag 011 ,
the persistent of some of In.-f students wlzp niad it jnh&t pmmptedi :_
publication in April 2008 for the benefit of the Intereste Arah‘. ;-
readers (Oseni, 2008), :
(2) Al-"Amid al-Mubajjal ‘ |
Al-*Amid al-Mubajjal (The Honourable Dean) is a three-act play iy
Arabie. The story centers on Professor Naml Akhuli who i al
extremely corrupt, self-righteous, ill-mannered and  hard-heare §
scholar. He was appointed the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities i
Kakadu University. He is known for his oppressi
the lecturers and students in the fac
community for a long time. Thi
academic environment
Abalolo, not ¢

S Oppression was not limited to his

alone but extended to his people in his village
ven bothered with the fact that these people laboured fo.
Spousor his education.

‘ In his obsession and self-delusion with his
high academic rank. he was naive of the fact that he was being
mvesugated by the authority with g Jot of petitions written agains

him by his academic and no-academic communities until he WS}
sacked by his employer. He by

W in & ciai: $ forgotten that nobody is above e}
e cmh?cd sountty. The play wag firstly written on 18" M#):.
1)‘)9(] '{:I'Id- Hlll?llsllt? o st time in 1994 Ty was well teesied all.
:1\;:1 11gen:1 and i the Republics of Benin and(Chana Bl ﬂheﬂn";% |

S been studied iy MEnVitsitiavs e by Arabic
Students all gyer Ni Y tertiary institutions and acted Yt g

¢r Nigeria (Oseni, 1994). The demand for its soai"}
Publication of the thj : |

ird edition in July, 2008.

abis:

Published i, 2006 (T:e Upper Class) is g 4-act play in Ar i
¢

; s . e ria
“d Funore, .. ©S on events gt ap imaginary Nige
Maditiong] | The pig

Y began i, ing away 9 . 1
tler of " With the passing awa) §
t of Fungpe, Which necessitateq the appointmen! of |

e —

278

———



sraphy of Two Major Nigeetan Aralie }IM.MLL“ lblllhmal.l'ﬂ

i throne and there were three candidates namely-

| Mugsit Finafina, Prince Abdul Sabur Oshioke and
ulhakeem Hudu. It is important to note that many elite
and key individuals have played various roles in the

r the throne \and final determination of the most gualified
¢ candidate for the position. The mosi active group was the
i and Imams (Islamic scholars) with the outstanding

p of 'Ssm_‘\'}-;l} Abdul-Mu'izz Gomina who was the dc;}ul‘j
Fimam. He is @ courageous, forthright and kind scholar, he is
B0 the hero of the struggle for justice, truth, equity and faimess. The
prerninicnt afier setling up a commission of enquiry aligned with the
Pposal of "AbdulMuiz based on the report of the commission.
fince Iinafina was arrested for his committed atrocities both home
abroad and therefore lost the throne 1o Prince Hudu who was
' mously elected for the throne by three senior chiefs of Funore
thid prince withdrew from the race before the election. The
pronation ceremony at the palace marks the end of the play (Oseni,

06 ).

lan

) Fi Mash-had at-Talfizyun
i Mash-had at-Tilfizyun(At the Television Viewing Centre) is a six-
3t Arabic short play on football game. The hero of the play is
unad Babagida who is a specialist in reporting and commenting on
pall matches especially on Nigeria Super Eagles team and their
frican counterpart teams such as the Hungry Tigers of Dungaria.
fie author on his wisdom of creative arts, mentioned a number of
ninent members of the Nigerian football team in the past as well
s member of the past falcons ie, the female team, An
spiritualist and mystic in the play named Buhlul raised an
ing issue about footballers and its fans. He saw nothing good
the game. He always regarded players i.c young men or women
afier the rounded inflated animal skin as lunatics in spite of
that football is the most famous game in sport world. At
al Islamic prayer at sunset, the hero left the viewing centre to
the Salat when it was time for penalty shoot out to determine
wr in the game. On his way, he had a debnlc.wnh the mystic
r a¢ he had in the beginning, to really prove his argument that
lers and its fans are Junatics in his belief. The aqlhur through
. challenges, Arabic students, scholars of literature and
for the acquisition of relevant vocabulary in numerous ways, a
e of undue attention to football at the expenses of training very

an.
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A Tubiair, PAD & J.§. Abdulkareem, Ph

'-a\-'f‘“ University, Kano with B A. E
n'm'._\m of Jos with M.A. Arabic m 2005 and Kwara §

ity M‘,m;c vf'hcrc he bagged PhD degree in 2(}21‘ ;-l‘ llale
Bequired the Quranic reading skills from his lather and 'm-; m:
Srandfather, then joned the traditional Arabic and Islamic *‘!‘ Cl;ﬂf[
Bhaykh Sulayman Aminullah lle Kewy Okc~/\pmm; ‘Ilorinb;]'(tm*?‘
§075-1976. He continued his studentship undcr‘ the S‘h(: \T:l'm
Successor, Mallam Ibrahim Sulayman after his death in 198(; T 4

d. Honours in 1992, then from

ffter his Youth Service year, he worked with Tawheed Secondar

'chggl and Nurudeen Islamic College, both in Jos from 1994 tg
1995, He later joined the services of the Federal College of
Education. Pankshin in Plateau State in 1995 where he rose to the
pank of Chief Lecturer and had three tenures as Head of Arabic
Department  between  2000-2002 and  2006-2010. In 2012, he
fansferred his services to the Federal College of Education, Okene in
ogi State where he is currently the Head of Arabic Department. He
red books and many Arabic plays and stories as an academic
ative writer in Nigeria (Alabi, 2016a).

s Plays

d Gharat an—Nujum (The Stars Had Set)

the third Nigerian Arabic play first published in January, 2005
published in 2012. The play narrates a family issue whereby a
compelled his daughter Jamilah to marry his wealthy friend
Daud at expense of Nabil, a lady’s tailor and suitor who she
es. It was noticed that the father did it on the basis of the
entiment disregarding the boy’s religiousness. Jamilah
 her father’s wish to avoid divorce which her father vowed to
ainst her mother if she did not join hands with him on the
arriage was successfully done but later ended in divorce
Daud who joined his first wife and the first son Salman
that Jamilah was attempting to kill hm;. Later, Jan:;]lah
the ontion of going back to Nabil in order to open their
:sltigevgfst 1;:'vl;l(::or%mcl %ut frankly told that the stars had set
itls already late. The author conﬁrmcd that the play 1S
rom his personal experience (Alabi, 201 2a).

: I‘ alI i ad (Fol W* Hy and. nit

lgx&-iﬁgolﬂ,. is a collection of two short Pl_ﬂYS on
s forione foeusiiTp plays focused on teaching the
sl

wanss
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mportance of following up the a{.-lil!rsa of f;hl'ldren O Wards i, th
academic carrier for the t.utur'c, that 1s not Jqst f‘ﬂi’mding i t}eﬂ
without evaluating their nttim(.hnal and academic activitiey. He We:er;, :
the other play aims at inculcating thf_: values of togetherness and uf’
in the Nigerian environment as crucial needs for her dcvc](,pmcnt *ny
orowth in all human endeavours. In the p!ay, Alhaji Salih followeg:
;zp movement of his child Is-haq who rmght have been Misled 1.
Fawaz. his senior that wanted him to be his fellow in the truancy, i,
shown that if not because of Is-haq’s father’s follow up married ¢, i
financial provision out of penury, Is-hag would have moved astay
out of parents’ expectation, although Fawaz’s father was o
concerned about his business carrier and thought that everything wij
be fine by money. At the end, Fawaz was expelled from the schog
for his examination mal-practice, while Is-haq turned a new leaf after
punishment inflicted on him for his little waywardness.

The second play showed the development attained by An-Nur as-Sati
Islamic Association under the headship of Mallam Yasir who listens
to ideas and works with his members, while reverse was the case of
As-Sukut Salamat Islamic Association whereby Mallam Idris as the
head together with his cercus neglected wisdom and experience but
used to autocracy to run the association. The Association Council

later corrected Idris and admonished him to be just and humble
(Alabi, 2012b).

(3) Adh-Dhakirah (The Treasure)

The play discusses a social trend whereby a male Muslim married 2 |
female non-Muslim, out of the ignorance and negligence on the part
of Muslim parents who do not train their children on the basis o]
Islamic teaching, rather have preference for Western education OV
it, with expectation that the former 1S capable to enrich them
Therefore, a Muslim home will end up into something clse not

expected of ordinary Muslims let alone the Islamic scholars. Ba%

who doubled as Thawban’ jce
; n's uncle and visi '« residence, notic
that they did not cate d visited his residen

er for Islamic educat; Ea e her Yahy* -
w : - ion, unlike his brother
hose children used 1o Postpone their secondary education till aftel

: . - : s ; 1 his
wife Ummu Rafig g of the Quranic recitation, Thawban anc % -

the anti-Islamic hy, Ummu Sulma whose belief did not 4"
| I_Slafmc Hiceat ¢van duiiflg the Abu Sulma’s sickness: I
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A Tubair, P § S5 Ablsthagona, 1y
have preference for Bisi, a ¢
Rther Muslim during the time of preparation fi
gise might have ended up in (‘hrisnunil_v if not b
e pg determination and divorce attempt he used 10 scare his wife
Bough she lates unwillingly aceepted Islam, On the part of lcll\il';‘;
':j[). where Ummu Shafiq who EICW up from a strong h-'luslm;
Bekground, stoop up as antagonist of ey husband in any ot his
famic plan for their Children —sych later affected Shi\ﬁl]
rted to Christianity from his marriage (Alabi. 2013).

'IHHJ; led '“,-“d”‘-i o

hristian tady, over
T marriage. That
voause of Shatig's

as he

RAL-Adabivy al-Wa'izh al-Mujaddid (Al-Adabiyy the lnnovating
fdimonisher)

play published in August 2014

discussed the historical f:
kh Muhammad Kamaluddin

adty O
al-Adabiyy's innovation i the field
rabic and Islamig teaching, with analysis of challenges that
him and tried to hinder him from the success, but his
mation, consistency and patience made him seen through (he
of innovation. His preaching career, right from his early years
68 Was also discussed; this started at the presence of his Shaykh
& 17" year of age, and he later moved around Torin for the
ching career meeting many notable Islamic scholars at different
Sions in Tlorin and elsewhere. This was married to his founded
il Islam Society of Nigeria which happened to be the first of its
across the Northern Nigeria, In the play, not only the Shaykl}ﬁ
 propagation was discussed but also his learning of the Qur'an
Ita Compound, later his acquisition of secondary Arabic and
tudies under Shaykh Tajul-Adab who did not settle in Horin
ly but moved around Ogbondoroko, Iwo and Abeokuta.

S t al-Adabiyyah al-Kamaliyyah and
nfg:;‘r.;:;?h&zyz; mlb.‘:;th n Ilo?i}r’l ‘togetherl wi?h other
- agm, In llorin, he staged Ad-Dahriyy play in hlsjsclmle
" Emir of Ilorin, the Sardauna of Sokoto and b!\;\y}‘h.

¥ minattel‘ldancc He later became the pionee

1-Mujahid (Al-llor the Reforming

ber 2014, narrates the life story o
s it b;ry right from his learning carcer
| ﬁléﬁaqi,. then other scholars who
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M‘-—:‘-ﬂal Il Language, Lieranire and liﬂiullm im
i :

: i( —:..”m ) e e
¢ S
inelude Shaykh Salih Esiniobiwa, Shaykh

Nama'aji as he moved around Torin, Thadlin
Adam | N ents tein ta Cite, ggwt fﬁl‘
purpose, His m..adu'mt, p 4 by Gunding o
workshops and seminars, fol_lujwe Ve o m
Markaz in Abeokuta before it was ’mbt? g .
permanent centre enabled hnp to em ﬂl‘-‘ on %
Jumu'ah services, married to his t.ewhi.ng career which by
thousands of scholars and other several tra%;njm m
Africa. He authored over a hundred Df' bnﬁkﬂﬁfm
honour across the globe and they enc()mp_ﬂ(:t.ﬂé‘rjd i
Arabic and Islamic erudition, He was latgr- awardaﬂ the
and Sciences by al-Azhar University, Cairo in 1989,
discussion of social, religious and economic iasuen>:__ i 1)
his lectures, preaching, writings -a'nc! teaching, he related
many philanthropists and political icons in Nigeria as a
father. (Alabi, 2014b). oy

\l-"Aqidat al-Hadithah (The Modern Creed)
This play was authored in February, 2016 to call up
sect that purposely wants every Muslim to follow t
1o people denying their sect as unbelievers. Thi
the seet to be lenient and humble in their propag
reads thus: “'call unto the way of thy Lord with w
admonition”, In this vein, Alfa Saka tried to exp
teachings on funeral rites, condolence visit
younger uncle called Brother Ajadi, elder
and elder uncle called Alhaji Ayinla respecti
humility and tranquillity, At the end, those

Unele Ajadi who lat PR b
gy ! P llged gt
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