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CHILD LABOUR IN KWARA STATE: CAUSES AND IMPLICATIONS
Faiimoh Funsho Abdulrazaq”

1. INTRODUCTION

Child labour is any labour related engagement which deprives children .
of their childhood, their potential. their dignity and which is harmful to their
physical and mental development. Child Jabour manifests in several forms
including but not limited to child trafficking and exploitation, the use of
children as domestic helps or for street hawking or trading. Child trafficking is
a situation where a child is being moved from one place to another for the
purpose of using him or her as labourer or child-prostitution. This is usually
done by an agent who might have promised the parent of such a child or the
child as the case may of better life or some enthralling monetary or kind
rewards. This is similar to child exploitation as the proceeds of the work done
by the child is usually collected by such agent without any benefit to the child
or parents. In the same vein, street trading or hawking is another form of child
labour whereby children are being used to hawk wares along the streets within
the community. This opens the children. to several forms of abuses which
include. but not limited to sexual molestation, motor accident, kidnapping and
SO on.

There are laws safeguarding the rights of children against any abuse
and prohibiting child labour in Kwara state and Nigeria at large. The question
then is, why do we still have several cases of child labour and what are the
causes of child labour in spite of these laws? The causes of child labour,
particularfly in Kwara state incfudes high demand for domestic help, socio-
cultural and religious impact, early marriage, illiteracy, family structure and
parental neglect, economic benefit and finally non-effectiveness of the existing
laws of Kwara state on child labour. One of the major cause that needs urgent
attention is social-cultural and religious impacts, and this is because some
people see no harm in using their children for work in order to get money to
maintain their family since culturally or religiously they are allowed and same
has been in practice since time immemorial. The solution to this particular
cause may not necessarily be legal in nature as orientations and awareness
could suffice.

* LL.B {Maiduguri), LL.M (Ife), Ph.D. (Unilorin). Lecturer, Department of Private and Property Law,
University of ilorin, E-mail: bola.bashir@gmail.com
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bondage, serfdom and forced or compulsory labour including forced or
compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflicts.

In essence, it is clear from the above that, there are various types or forms of
child abour which includes, but are not limited to domestic service, debt
bondage, street trading or hawking, child trafficking and exploitation. These
will be discussed in the succeeding sub-sections.

2.1 Domestic Help as a form of Child Labour

To simply put, a domestic help can be described as a person who aids
the performance of daily household chores or a
person employed by 2 houschold to perform various servient duties.®> This 1s
often a child who has been so engaged either voluntarily or involuntarily. In
Nigeria, particularly in K wara State, women and wives are culturally meant to
carry out household chores on daily basis just as they are expected to teach
their wards, particularly the female child, how to carry out such duties. Thus,
such children (especially the female) help their parents in carrying out the daily
domestic chores.® This is to prepare them for when the children would become
independent. It is pertinent to note here that this cannot be categorised as a
form of child labour.” However, a situation where the children are used for
long hours in carrying out domestic chores, or engage in work which is
detrimental 10 their health, moral and physical development, can be categorised
as a form of child labour.®

In Nigeria, particularly in Kwara State, some parents give out their
wards either to an agent or an employer directly, for these children to be used
as domestic helps. This is one of the forms of child labour which is
predominant in the State. The reason for this may be linked with the fact that,
women who supposed to take care of the home/house have liitle or no time to
spend at home because majority of them are civil servants, professionals like
lawyers, medical doctors and bankers who need to focus on their careers.
9Thus, it is inevitable for them to seek for domestic helps or servant. According

5 Farlex, ‘The Free Dicﬁonary’httg:{[iegal-dictionang.thefreedictigna g.com[domestiﬁhelg

& Nwokoro, C.N, The Chalienge of Child Labour to Achievement of MDG2: Case Study of South-East
Nigeria (being a thesis submitted to the department of Economics, Universita’ DegliStudi, Roma Tre,
2011) p.14

7 1 can be inferred from Section 28(1} d of The Child Right Act, 2003 that domestic waorks within children
home does not amount to Child Labour. see also Section 28(1) b of The Child Right Act, 2003

8 Section 28(1) {c) of The Child Right Act, 2003

3 This is shown from the data gathered and analyzed in chapter six of this work. also Appendix A and B
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2.2 Child- Bonded Labour

Bonded labour which is also known as bondage is another form of child
labour. This refers to the practice of pledging labour as payment or collateral
on a debt. This practice has been existing since time immemorial and is not
only peculiar to Nigeria, but occurs in other countries, particularly African
countries.!? An example of bonded labour is a situation where a person (known
as lender) lends a sum of money or any other valuable to another person
(known as borrower) with a pledge that the borrower will work for the lender
in setting off his debt.?” Thus, child bonded labour refers to a situation where
child labourer’s services are offered in exchange for a loan. The child in this
circumstance will work for the lender over a period of time in order to offset
the debt of his/her parent. In essence, the child has little or nothing to earn
from such labour aside from setting off his parent’s debt. Also in some
instances, this practice occurs in respect of the child who labours alone, or the
service of the entire family is required over a period of time. In other cases,
bondage is intergenerational such that once parents are no longer able to work
to offset the debt on account of sickness, death or old age, the debts are
transferred to their children. This can also be transferred to even later
generations, if the children are not able to set it off.2! Such lenders may take
advantage of the illiteracy and lack of basic skills of their victims such that in
many cases, the debt actually increases instead of going down. Working
conditions are also usually exploitative and inhuman.*?

3. STREET TRADING AS A FORM OF CHILD LABOUR

Street trading or hawking is a situation where people are used to hawk
wares on the streets and across the various road networks. The majority of
those who hawk wares across streets are usually young persons Or children.
The wares being hawked range from sachet water, biscuit to other edibles.
Street trading and child labour have become a global phenomenon and a global
concern. Estimates for Africa show that 20% of children between the ages of
10 and 14 are involved in child labour and street trading. As such, children

19 The Challenge of Child Labour to Achievement of MDG2: Case Study of South-East Nigeria (2015),
p.15

20 jpid

21 fpid

2 jbid. p.16
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Furthermore, children who hawk around the motor parks have a high
tendency of imitating the negative attitudes of touts. Generally, Motor Park
touts; motorcycle riders and commercial vehicle operators can be abusive and
aggressive. They also engage in immoral acts such as caressing body parts of
female hawkers or other female passers-by. Consequently, female hawkers are
prone to sexual abuse and molestation. Unfortunately, rape/defilement cases
(i.e. children’s sexual abuse cases) are rarely reported. Consequences of rape
include unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases. A patent
medicine store owner®® in an interview said that children, especially those that
engaged in hawking, often come to take injections for the cure of certain
sexually transmitted disease. There is therefore, the tendency for some of them
to be infected with HIV .2

4. CHILD TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION

Trafficking of children for the purpose of domestic service, prostitution
and other forms of exploitative labour is a global phenomenon.3® The
[nternational Labour Organization (ILO) National Child Labour Survey in
2003 estimates that there are approximately 15 million children engaged in
child labour in Nigeria with 40% of them at the risk of being trafficked
internally and externally for domestic and forced labour. prostitution,
entertainment, pornography, armed conflict. and sometimes ritual killings.?’
Nigeria from available survey is a source, transit and destination country for
child trafficking.*? Currently, external trafficking of children do exists between

Nigeria and Gabon, Cameroon, Niger, Italy, Spain, Benin Republic and Saudi
Arabia.??

Child trafficking and exploitation are other forms of child labour.
While child trafficking occurs when a recruiter or employer causes movement
of a child from one place to another, whether nationally, regionally or
internationally, in order to exploit him/her. exploitation of a child can take
place without that child being trafficked. An instance of exploitation is when

2% Who pleads anonymity

** See also, The Menace of Child Abuse in Nigeria: A Cose Study of Street Howking in Uyo, Akwalbom
State, 191

5ee ‘'UNICEF Information Sheet on Child Trafficking’. Available at

//www.unicef. -./WCARQO Nigeria Factsheets ChildTrafficking.pdf accessed on 02 December
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5. CAUSES OF CHILD LABOUR IN KWARA STATE

There are several causes of child labour in Kwara state. These range from high
demand for domestic help, early marriage, socio- cultural impacts, illiteracy,
economic benefit, family structure and parental neglect. All these will be
discussed under this sub-heading.

5.1  High Demand For Domestic Help

As earlier noted, a domestic help is a person who assists his or her
master or employer in carrying out his/her domestic chores usually, on a daily
basis.#2 More often than not, children are being used as domestic helps in
Kwara state. Before now, the demand for house help is minimal due to the fact
that majority of married women in Kwara state were full-time house wives and
totally dedicated to the performance of their daily house chores, though, with
the assistance of their wards particularly female children.

However, today the majority of married women are either civil servants,
professionals like lawyers, bankers, and traders who are forced to devote much
of their time to their careers and businesses as they have to resume early at
work and close late in the evening.*> Thus, it is inevitable for them, to seek the
assistance of domestic help(s). The persistent increase in the demand for
domestic helps has contributed adversely to child labour in Kwara state.

52  Socio-Cultural and Religious Impact

Another cause of child labour is culture and religion. The influence of
cultural and religious practices depends on what is obtainable in a particular
locality or country as the case may be. While socio — cultural impact refers to
the influence of the society and the way of life of people living them. Religious
impact on the other hand, is the influence of the state of belief of individual
member of the society. The state of individual belief may be according to
Christianity, Islamic or traditional religious dictates.

One of the social occurrences that have contributed to child labour is the issue
of broken homes and child neglect. While broken homes refers to a situation

42 Farlex, ‘The Free Dictionury’<http:[{Iegal—dictionarv.thefreedictionarv.com/domestlmmeim accessed

on 14% january, 2016,
43 The data gathered and analyzed in chapter six shown that, the majority of the women who seeks the

assistance of domestic helps are either civil servant, professionals like lawyers, bankers, and traders.
See also Appendix A
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marriage may end up using the products of their marriages as labourers in
order to supplement their meager incomes.

5.4 Illiteracy

An illiterate can be described as a person without formal education or a
person who does not know how to read and write. Thus, illiteracy can be
described as inability to read or write in English Language.’'In Kwara State
like any other States in Nigeria, majority of those who make their children to
hawk, trade or who sent their wards to an employer as domestic helps have
little or no educational background, perhaps they are illiterates. Illiteracy and
inability to complete one’s education are the consequences of child abuse and
neglect. Poverty, ignorance, child labour, broken homes and early matrriage,
are some of the causes of this problem. Some children drop out of school
because of financial difficulties. Others are unable to attend, largely because of
the abject poverty of their parents and are therefore constrained to work in
order to support their families. Because of ignorance, some parents do not
believe in sending their female children to school, while others withdraw them
from school for early marriage.>

Every child has an inherent right te education.>® Therefore educational
neglect by the Government, parents and school authorities in whatever form, is
an abuse. Frustration of the system. lack of facilities, teaching aids and books,
lack of parental supervision and assistance, unwarranted and excessive
corporal punishment and sexual abuse by teachers are also related to this
problem as a combination of some of these may influence or force a child out
of school. However, more than any other factor, financial difficulty is
responsible for this problem.5¢ Of the parents as shown in Table three (3)*,
about 42.2% of the parents had no formal education; 31.1%had primary
education; while 26.7% had secondary education. From the data, it can be
deduced that more than 70% of the respondents had either no formal education
or primary education. Their level of education may have accounted for the
release of their children for child labour, as they have little or no information
about the socio-economic and health implications of child labour. They are
equally ignorant of the laws prohibiting child labour.

51 Hornby A.S. ‘Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary’ P.742

s25ocio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse’ in ‘Women and Children under Nigerian Law’ p.149
53 gaction 18 of the 1999 Constitution (as Amended)

s45ocio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse’ in ‘Women and Children under Nigerian Law’ p.149
55 Ibid

285

Scanned with CamScanner



98¢
27°0 ‘pu2biN 1sp3-4inos fo ApniS 350 :7OaW 46 Juswanayoy 01 noqoT pyd Jo abuayoy; ayg =254
Ot T d MD7 UoLBBIN Japun UaIp|iy) PUD LSO, L) 2SNqy pjiy3 fo sasuanbasua) joBat-onos,
N, xipuaddy asg

PIalA uIm ut j[1m yoiym (Indino) sonpoid atow pjaik Kew sulrej ur sjuased sy
Aq uononpoud [eamynouSe Ur UAIPJIYD JO JUSLUSA[OAUL ‘9DURISUL JO4 “INOGE]
PIYd> wioly 2A31yoe 0} spuess sjualed I3y / STy JO PIIYD Y] YOTYm ured siuouoss
wisl-poys pue Aresodwd) Yyl st anoge[ PlIYd 2yl JO asned I1ayjowy

SJyoudg Jiwouody 9§

¢ INOQE]
PIIYo ul saAjeswayl a3edua A|genasul A3yl SAIAINS 0] pue JIYMIS|2 24l O
Sol[lwe] Jiayl UOpUBQGE O) UIP[IYd $3010] sployasnoy a31e] jsow ul afeusosad
1278313 B Ul S 20UALINOO0 YIIYMm JOUD[OIA PIOYISNOY ‘0S| "9ARY Aeur Ajrurej
B UIP[IYd JO Jdquinu 3y) aulwielepaid 01 pasu ou 29s A3y) ‘Sny] “uSIppYd
JO 3Ied S3%B1 pUB Sp3g) 1Byl pon) Si I Jey) JAIRq 1idy) s1 1] “Ajiwey a81e] ARy
01 NUNUOD OYM SID[[oMP WN[s ueqan pue dnoid JWOIUI MO| dY) Ui puUe Seare
[Band 3yl ut Afferoadsa “ajdoad i3S 218 318y} 19§ "SNOIAQO 3q 01 Suruueyd Ajiumey
10] Paau 3yl SpeW MOU SBY JBWI[D J1Wou0d? SulSuByd ay; ‘IoAeMoH

- ,¢ UoWwoo jou st Suruuejd
Ajiuie] ‘uonipel UedLyy 2yi uf ‘100d pue aS1e[ sI A[iwe) oU) doym Aqperoadsa

"asnqe pliyo Jo aomos [enuajod e d10jaiayy s1 Ajrwey oyy jo ozis oyl Ay
93Je] B YliM SWOY PIpMOId B U INDI0 01 A[aY1] 2IOW SI INOQE| PHIYd IO 2Snge
PI1y2 “1BY1 310u 01 Jueuodull si ] oamieu ul snowesAjod ase Aoy1 Teyl el 2@
01 anp 231e] ST eI BIEMY Ul PAIpnIs spjoyasnoy jo Aofew oy jo aumonns
YL 'spaau J1ay) Joy suoisiaoad srenbspe Sunyew noyim spiem Jisyl wafFeu
siueted azeym uomenys e S 109]33u [ejussed S[IYA\ ‘ploOYSsnNOY Iepnonsed
B JO ULOJ pUB 2InleUu 2yl SB paqudsIp 9q UBD 2INdNLS A[IWe]

JII[IN [BjUdLR PUY dIMPONnS Alwey &€

‘uo os pue Sulpen 1921s ‘djay onusswop ‘Furyduen
PIIY> S& (ons Inoqge[ p[IYyd Ul spIlem 1oyl a8e3ud Oym ISOY] 2IB uOnEInNps
OU 10 3N 2ARY oym sjualed ‘puey JOYI0 Ay} UQ) IJAUSQ OTUIOUOID WLISI-LIOUS
3Y) JaPBW OU INOQE| PIIYD Ul PRAJOAUL 9q 0 SPJEM II3Y] MO]|[ JOASU [Jis INOGE]
PIIY> JO suoneolduwl a3yl mouy 2Insodxa Jo [3A3] 112yl Aq Ol pUBR uonEInps
[BWI0) dARY Oym sjualed ‘snyjp -Inoqe] P{IYo UL SpIlem JIOYl JAJOAUI OZM
sjuared 2y} jo 2ansodxa pue UOBONPS JO [9A3] A SI LIS BIEMY Alremonsed
pue eLRIIN Ul InOQE[ P[IYd> Sundgjje SIOPWe] Ayl JO U0 ‘OS|y

(1) 1T 194 (LT0Z) M2102) sumyp oy

Scanned with CamScanner



Ife Juris Review (2017) Vol. 11 (1)

more gain after sale. Thus, family with more children to work at their farm (s)
will have more produce (output) at the end of the farming period and earn
more proceeds at the end of the day. Most parents also sent out their wards to
work as domestic helps or engage them in street trading purposely because of
economic gain. However, the child who is being used as domestic help or used
to hawk around the street has little or nothing to benefit from it as it is the
parents who collect the proceeds of such labour.° Regrettably, this act robs the
children of his/her rights to education and deprives the society of its future
labour force.

[t is important to note that, one of the factors affecting child labour in
Kwara State and Nigeria as a whole, is the economic gain, the parent stand to
gain from the child labour. Though, such economic gain is in short term in
nature as the menace of child labour affects overall economy of a particular
State at the long run, as the child labour will grow up as illiterate who have
little or no impact on economic development of their State. This has been
established by many researches.® The parents who en gage their wards in child
labour are usually poor who can hardly sustain their family with their income.
In fact one of the major aims of such parents is to use the money collected by
their child who works as house help or who has been trafficked to support their
meager incomes.®!

Also, in case of debt bondage or child bonded labour, the parent
borrows money from a lender with a pledge that, if he could not set it off, his
child will work for the lender to set off the loan. This is done because of the
economic gain, the parent will gain from using his child as a labourer. Poverty
has been identified as one of the major causes of child labour. Thus, there is
the tendency that a poor parent will involve his child in labour in order to
sustain the family or supplement his meagre income.® Thus, the lower the
economic benefit the parents stand to gain from child labour, the lower the
level of parent’s involvement of their wards in child labour. This constitutes
one of the important factors that contribute adversely to the menace of child
labour in Kwara State,

33 Socio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse’ in ‘Women and Children under Nigerian Low’ p.135

% SeeSocio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse’ in ‘Women and Children under Nigerian Law’ p.148. See
also Anjuli S. “Child Trafficking: A Scourge on Humanity’ p.59. See also Ugal, D.B. and Florence L. ‘Child
Lebour in Nigeria: Causes and Consequences for National Development’ available at
<http://ssrn.com/abstract=1514460> accessed on 14 January, 2016.

#'Socio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse’ in "Women and Children under Nigerian Law’ p.135

®2 The Challenge of Child Labour to Achievement of MDG2: Case Study of South-East Nigeria, p.15
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and the reasons for trafficking, with girls being trafficked mainly for domestic
service and commercial sexual exploitation.®®

Globally, one in every 13 female child workers is a domestic worker
(or 7.5 per cent), and the ratio is as high as one in four in Latin America and
the Caribbean, and almost one in three in the Middle East. Improving working
conditions in this sector has broader ramifications for greater gender equality
in society.®® Around the world, an estimated 100 million girls between 5 and
17 years old were involved in child labour in 2004.7° Many girls do similar
types of work as boys, but often also endure additional hardships and face
extra risks. Moreover, girls are frequently exposed to some of the worst forms
of child labour, often in hidden work situations including in agriculture and
domestic work.”!

Access to education is a human right’? , and an important foundation
for an individual’s future prosperity and welfare. In many cultures families
place more value on the education of boys than girls. If a family has to make a
choice between sending a boy or girl to school, the girl often loses out.” Much
discrimination and violence against girls remains invisible, particularly in
wartime or post-conflict situations, in areas suffering from HIV/AIDS crisis, in
cases where families are migrants or refugees, and in rural areas.”® Girls may
be forced into early marriage and early pregnancies, a negative experience with
devastating consequences for too many. Girls are also more likely than boys to
be victims of trafficking. The extreme exploitation of girls in the worst forms
of child labour includes slavery, bonded labour, prostitution and
pornography.’

In 2000 the international community established the Millennium
Development Goals. These targets that by 2013 all children should be able to

82 Ihid.

3 Who are domestic workers? <http;//www.ilo.org/globai/topics!domestic—
workers/WCMS_ZDQ??3/Iang-—en/indax.htm> accessed on 11 March 2014

70 The end of child iabour: Within reach, Global Report under the Follow-up to the ILO Declaration on
Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work 2006 (ILO, Geneva 2006)

71 Give giris a chance: End Child Labour <> accessed on 11 March 2014

72 prticle 23, Universal Declaration on Human Rights

73 Give girls a chance: tackling child labour, a key to the future <> accessed on 11 March 2014

74 |LO Programme on HIV/AIDS and the World of Work: HIV/AIDS and work: Global estimates, impact on
children and youth, and response (ILO, Geneva 2006) 33

7S Give girls a chance: End Child Labour <> accessed on 11 March 2014
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below the worth of his qualification or his input in such a job.”” Both
unemployment and under- employment have impacted directly on the
purchasing power of households®, which in turn forces members of such
household (particularly children) 1o engage in labour which may hinder their
health, physical and mental development.

Among the causes of unemployment is gross mismanagement of
national resources leading to wasteful spending and misappropriation of funds;
neglect of the important sectors such as agriculture where the country has
comparative advantage; weak infrastructural facilities and lack of political will
to implement well-meaning policies that can open up the Nigerian economy (O
private sector participation.f“ln addition to this is the weak education system
that is not efficient enough to equip youths with requisite technical and
entrepreneurial skills to be employable in the first instance.®* Unemployment
has far reaching consequences on any country’s economy as it breeds social
unrest and increases violent crimes since the unemployed youths are readily
available to be used as political thugs, robbers, kidnappers etc.

6. IMPLICATIONS OF CHILD LABOUR

The menace of child labour has several implications both short and
long term. The short term implications include sexual abuse and the ill-health
while the long term includes inadequate educational development and
cconomic implications. These are as follows:

6.1 Sexual Abuse and Molestation

Sexual abuse and molestation are some of the implications of child
labour. Sexual abuse simply means the use of a child sexually. This usually
takes the form of either having carnal knowledge of a child or indecently
dealing with a child in an erotic manner such as fondling of a child’s genital
organs. It is one of the most spiteful forms of abuse a child can be subjected to.
It may persist for a long time, without any manifestation especially where the
parents or guardians are not vigilant.®?

73 Hornby A.S. ‘Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary’ (7 Edition, Oxford University Press, UK, 2006}

p.1604 & p.1609

80 The Challenge of Child Labour to Achievement of MDG2: Case Study of South-East Nigeria, p.21

81 pid

82 Ibid

& Erim P.S, Socio-Legal Consequences of Child Abuse in Women and Children under Nigerian Law. p.170
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these children often skip classes. Missing out on education makes it impossible
to break the cycle of poverty and exploitation and prevents children from
having a better life and a safer future. 88 Thus. frequent increase in child
labour will lead to decline in human capital as a child who is employed all

through the day, is likely to be uneducated and have low productivity as an
adult.®®

Also, there is every tendency that child labourers will have no time 10

attend school or even drop out of school if he could not cope with the two at
the same time.

6.3  Health lmplication

Another implication of child labour is the health challenges which child
labourers are prone to. There are several health challenges attached to different
forms of child labour. Children who hawk on the streets in Kwara State risk
exposing themselves to extreme weather conditions such as excessive heat (as
they trade under the sun) or excessive cold (under the rain). This makes them
to be prone to malaria, pneumonia and other illness and diseases. They also
face the risk of road accidents. Where children face the risk of being used and
exploited sexually, such as in forced prostitution, sex-tourism and
pornography,g‘] the victims are prong¢ to sexual health challenges such as HIV
and other sexually contacted diseases.

Also, there could be physical injuries and a mutilation caused DYy badly
maintained machinery on farms and in factories just as there is the risk of long-
term health problems such as pesticide poisoning, respiratory disease,
asbestosis and a variety of cancers which are common in countries where
children are forced to work with dangerous chemicals. Other health challenges
include exhaustion and malnutrition with children working long hours in
unbearable conditions and not earning enough 10 feed themselves adequately.‘“

6.3 Economic Implications

Child abuse has negative and positive economic consequences. On the
negative side, 18 the premature incorporation of the child into the labour force

88 bid

&3 The Challenge of Child Labour to Achievement of MDG2: Case Study of South-East Nigeria, p.22

0 Anjuli S. ‘Child Trafficking: A Scourge on Humanity” pp.53-54

91 ECLF Foundation, ‘Addressing the Challenges of Child Labour in Tobacco Growing’ available at
<http://www.ecit.org> accessed on 14" January, 2016.
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